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THE IRON HEEL.
Seemingly unalee t' realize that fle new a_-e i, already here.

Ilthat no longer will lal,t: ht e detlit iI a vtoce ill i~overnmentt anti
that n lowiger will la•l ir intely -Uilinit to rep(IreC ive measures.
certain ntinherg.it ito' IM~ltana I e isi ntliure citl ly tt ntl i liue osl
the road thalt lead' ts stait ,lti, desr cliu n.

With apparently no knittt'ledge he • he facrt tlt this war was

supported by th ae Americanl people t ecai•t.e illey believed than ie
was to abollish militarism in all its hirrid fo'rms. three bills
creating military establishment- O,' varius degrees ,1' vicious-
ness have been introduced.

Under the gliui . ,f a ,taile t erii i il l. t it it s intendei d to slip
over that Ii d love ,,r Illi c.CC ellen•, y IIe iv'ernori s. the sia e
constabulary. The lill it drawni cil .vI'iies for a sitate sherill'.
and each colutt lt y isl to have e t•ie pi liets ah t re iwt o r ttt tirtider
tihe direction ofi the state i erthit . li y this simple lt tce ss you
have the conlasularyll so lear i,, the hearts of the corporations.

A similar bill. differinlg it ly i' that it is more datlngierous to
the, r'ights and liberties of th e •s peoptle eitt' tilie st le. povides for
what i ss euphemistically termed ilthe iMoltilia t tleserve Guard."tl
These guards are given extra•'(il\ary pii es by tlilhe net: 'for
instance, they are elsmpol\ereil lo't mtake arrests at tuny time.
"with or swithout wnl'• i it" : to speak dislrespecifully t l,- ,' o r to
them is a ftellony. and apparl t ly the tit entionit is to create a
class of sulpermen wh'iitli it i sac rilege to dlisobey, or evenl
criticise.

ierl Ianl militarism Inever \went fitl l''l.r i lthe Iallu iesl dayIs-
of its exisience. Ti he third hill 'creates thle natlional guard orvl'
ttate mil iti it cnlais it clause mil'king it ai i'elo• ly to spleak

inl a derogatory manuer f' the militia or its members. to ure
anyt ne not Ito enlist in the mililia 'i l, refuse a y Ierson or

alliliation with this organization ,f Privileged idlividuals.
If there was previouisly ally evidence lacking to convince the

people of this state that there is i, intention fl the part of the
corporate interests to make alvy om.cessions that wouhl tend to
lighten the lot of the wage eamer. or that w\'uld permit free
discussion an il disptsiition of .ertain Iress ing econom i c proh-
lems, these three bills shoul d remoxve any •,•u•l on that store.

Oppression is the w'atchwxord of the exploiling inlerests (if'
this state as well as of thoe of the United Salaes, and sup-

pression by trmed forte of x' ny t t lle'ttitu r ft hte iarit' fi the
workers to rtclify exisling evils is being .penl\ disclssi el and
advocated.

ULnder lhe ga ise of Ililrilismn. cringes against tHe people are
being planned ndal constumnalled Ilat woul,1 shuile the l'rul s-
sian autocrats" a web of restrictive legishltion is being woven
that the pr nlil-imal class believe will ,justil'y ally means IlTh y
see fit to lse.

They are hyslerical \\ ill fear a dl have e'lltnin icated thaI
fear to Iheir re.raesetl+tlives, who pll e  as relpesenlalives of
the people.

The day of lhe iron heel. predi.led by .l•ck .Lui on, is here.
so let us not close ouilr eyes to the hanger. I MI prelare to no el
it; f'orewarned is l'orearinued.

WAGES AN D PRICES.
<)no• of~ lta muaty ev'e nlini' I'alsell•.•qs Ilal Ilhe enpitd ali l

(I1ss hi\es the \\' kiill clay I (, il llil. ill is. ".\ rise ill \\wage

will always ('nuIse. n (o.,u'neslml li'n ~ i ini le'ive .;land IIher'elr',n' e
the \\'oersl ae lutll \\astliiig heli' e,(llgies \\wlei they slive It

ugail a(l ilnIease in the ll tyv 'lile'ks. l'lis t4iiuteieiMs tieui\'y I11n
leen explodeil maiiv a wiar ug,. iiI like ma4lv ulter le lse tt ,i-
lions, it is relain dl naul n,,,ri•Ihe• I,, ,eludh. le woruke'•.

Considering te tiiaiumler it greal strikes t1h11 are ti,," rngintg
lhroughout lthe untIry, clanreially le o1e (,,e th ll e ecm~l. \\a'e
believe that a litlte Iime slpC I l ,i I lith e .iiet i, I, ,I Wagesl. lii.e-.

etc., will be w\ell Spnlt.
We are living iii n age , 'ni,.iie tductint . The magni-

lude olf this pl•l(lletioil is •int I atli.t. ~,I ariilIe. Ililleisitg

yeuly, and eonsequeilly ,lt ilv. hvg ou se t t ,illhe i reaii i laltI'

.tai i gtlg m a l(lhes. liev el I, auiii lin,. elli tii•, i. elt '. lr ln

lhis loatul l t'ittll i•('c n es i th e w k es ii ue wr ig 10'l- ie s u i,,l i i
lhe Irofils ofllhe calpitalisl. Th'e,.e lr ft',is are lividh., betw\een

the varibus se iknsol' the• .a itali e a' ge. ihl'•, slii alisl •. ,i-
iare fer stri\inge Int reds e \\tag . s to I II n I tillinltun ai l Ihe

tohrs tou h tir greater etuit wlurive 1hies ti(iiluatin to ii-
crease lle w\age-s mudl ,•.rouse llhe lh,,e'. Tlhl• •'alilalist 01].-
nre sh'e gtenll e dm byv IIe ven.un,,ini l\\\ ,,1 11h, syslern. met
Ithere r, e I he \\,b r er. o ,l erallt slh.ni kiii a e Ii' ,in l il thIIe

thesitli•o "o•hde'er oh~ the ,1 I i. iatt uel.s I a ll s tIl' ll t ger hlll aihe capitalist ,llss g l nt o ever iaeji. sin, sha'e ,1 the 1,1l1

ilng umoullt.
"But," say the g le ilier "i e al F n ral i'r,.-,. , w-ge- i .,

gained by the woruketrs IIere w\,•, o Ihi be gener'•, incr'e.., ,1•.

manL for thi e neL e ssil ies . , hil'e. im ,l h lheli e I, nl,,,hilil ies '41iseillI.
through their greater demrntl. a\ve a tIleoic 1,, irc.rea-e in,
price, and thereby ofse hl th' increased ag•.s. .1 l i, thi-.
the propounders of the above numati,,nedl fl'se lt.,u'. gel in•

thieir w 'ok. ]tu tle Mltex tlalll i, i- Iii iI I , l•lo x ie . , IIer-
wise we shall fall into tlheir l•.u,.There is a grealer dernatal l,,r It,,. , n•,.,s4i,,c- nil riglhl.
aid ain inicrease in p,.ice, butl tlhe ,Im'reaa,,,l ',irolits •.u; sedl h}lhe increase oI' \w ges soon JI ell'e,.- the ,leinal f',r luxuies. ,,I

tlhe iomnmiidities classed in tlhat I 'tleg,,ry.
There is less demiand for the luxuries. al•, mitle IitIatilil O'i

the Ilecssi ;.tiet; ta, r k,• ..ji. "ltc.ldencty" for gretter

an1 t A.t o

of luxuries, the RESULT being capital will flow into the nianu-
iacture of necessitCie Ies, for therein are greater prolit. More

capital in the produltion of necessities antd less in ltu\rl'ies will
rtesullt in greater conmpetition in the sale of ne,--ilies, andl
Ithel clrefore Itel Io the lo\etinlg of lprices. C ,on.1-ill, tile

Wpices ieach their I'taill jl\cl. buit the wages li\' icreieased
ald ri'olts decreased.

It' it is fult l'i the w\\oikes t1 strive to iicire,-' \\ages is
it not also folly for the capitalists to he ever oji the 1,kiiit to
tecrease them?

As a imatter iof facil here are ialiy instinices wl'ere wages
aire higher, and yet lhe •iiiimnodities prouicedl I 'Ier such
\p.age co'llditionss are lower in price lthia where lii' wages ate
lower.

Miarx. ill his "alue. Price adl Prl'it," gives taaaay fuals to
iprove this statemenIit. l sIpeaks f lle uagric~!ttlIal Iilliretr of

America getting twic the aIb aiimit of wages ais lhe Inglish
agrictiltura latie,tlrerl. 41aii yet the products ' theill Atleri(cau
hbeing less lthan that of the Englislh. And let is ulit hit m iou
the results if the, Ii-lhoar <loi victory in I':ngllul. Al'terl he
has gone iint -thie lies that the liberal iprofessors ltread re-
garlitng the eilaniity that would cone to IBritish itilistry with
the iitridiction of' the lil-ihour day. he writes:

Well, what was the result? A rise in the money wage:; of the
factory operatives, despite the curtailing of the working day, a
great incirease in tihle inumber of factory hands employed. a co1n-
tinuous fall in the prices of their products, a marvelous develop-
ment in the productive powers of their labor, an unheard of
progressive expansion of the markets for their commodities.

,]ist) as the r'aisin4g o1r ietaininig of the wages of Iio workers
does , •lt rest 111411 tlieir will. so it is \ill the (o i it(lllit the
raising nld lo\werinlg of pri'cei s es not on will. Iuti IOWXVER.

Now let is discuss this wage Ijieslion front unthllier angle.
We will sart wilthl Marx's (luestio•i on '\VIAT A\11' I1(I1
\WA'(;'S AN WHVAT ARE 11\V'?" lin order to have high and
low we miust have sonle line to juldge From. \\'hit dletermiines
thaint tie? It surely is not supply and demandl, for we see that
workinig in a llthousand al•uil one 'ases: the supply of nultomo-
tiles ill comparnl isonl \\'ili tlheir tldemand is about the smne i•s the
supply of 'bread in coilltpa'isoll with its demand, b)it we might
say that 1 aton ob lile is chlieapt at $1.0(10 anid at loaf of bread
dear at 10 cen'its. \\Whal iimakes the 4ione 'lcheap at $1.000 uiand
hle othler lear at 1 cenlts? You .al1 easily see without the
askinig of tihe til o sl.ill ill \\hlal lleter ines supply 1and(1 denCilOl •
tha•t suppily aidi dlenl iid( is nlit tli(e determinliillc g f(1ltor, but
-imply the law\ that reglilates he flu.luationll.

"Yol 1ma1 say tihal t the valu e of' ll)b1r41 eimbodlied ill the ai ti' le
1or. en iiCill) lily ili ll o Iii the 1a itional llpercentag'e •or the landlor'd

Will the c, npitillist. lete liiiiles the price. lint, Frieiid. what

leterminiies that peri'entaigu'? IIt ,ertainlly 44does not r'est I)iupon1
lile will Oi the c(lapitlil t, otrille 'ise Iwhy sWo ! lll( he l it ask $20
lor' te ,loaf and $5.)li) for tlhe l ei'? \Anid then againl, what
ieterliitines lhe price of 1' 14)41.? Let 1is see.

In or4der f'r' silk i exchaliigu ith iron. of w;ood wilh wheeal.
there Ilust lhe ia. 11111 all lity cnilillol l to them bollh : otherwise

there is t1,n medium •l y wlhiii' they c'arlt mleas5iu'e 1their exclaung-

ilIg values. \\'hiot is it? Social labor. An, d t "i"" do 1 'e,•ielas-
inre this so.iaIl ll1o'? Iv tlime. Ali hour11, a. da . a week. a

m nitllh. a yvear. The il'4l1 oii ln dtelonlii alor lthIt l.. ull.,ia:nt-
mn liies is' soc'ial lbou. anilil tl eret oe111( 'e the i tll o t' alli en

4ll 1il, i ly is dei lr'tlined by the I l iolulit 4of the S cially nieces-

s(ry lnab r iitme if takes toll i ,lllu llc e o hilb t r i' , reproduct e its

kiil, . Thle detel'riiiiillg line n)iiIII i dl whici'h prig llli llclituates is
Ihei l' re "t'e lie vlll ue of 1t ill omlll )litty.' Anid,\ t Iuts it is withI

Ihto' 14ow\\1('. \\'ages is hut lie iname given to tfile pr'ie• a t' this

i Iartii'liilnr cl uuiinl lily. \An' il e waiges will be thei'efore de-
eormined by the amount OF swf.ially necessary labor time neces-

sary il prvide1 th' e llhysiail necessities of a gi\e stailard of

li\4e'li1hool . thei' "tilt' oI 1' the 11la1' nmarklet, ltogethller with the

p \\,er OFl' iiggresso ••, ,' i4li h i il '' '1i1r u s a11 l il pow ll t' 'of ll re-
sistlance of the \vorkillg class.

It is llw\\' seenl Itha l tI'he wages lil(not depe' U' o l l ll tie lnlioill
of produi l the w•\ ge nealne'r lUiirns out. but \vii ' i ll ' •' •'ourse

llst hliIe an c(''tlilln \iv''erage, llher'wise he will get fired. but
4111)111 the physical, social 14 111 mlli1'ket 'o41diti44u4. IF the em-

plyer' ('441l i l'ncrease • he pl rie of his o'tniniu14lilies arb'itrarily.
all Ilhnt hli' nieed tI do woll 1Ihe to g\\'nli Ill .'.ily \nge (l demand adll
inc'reiase' t 'he price 'c' ordingly,. I11 t1 h .ese ('4n1 n4dilies have to

4go fl I n i m rket \whl4'lrre lhe 'aline nul its monetaryIlll)l'' exp'ession,.
price

, 
' e ' e'l'rllin•i'l by the cinlly ne'e'• ry labor. lieme

I 'lll t i1e 11law i ''l l' s pply and I 1(
.'nl4' . lTo ' mill ip. \\'hen yoll l

sell yor lalbor ,owelr yon ,lr(rdnce the eqli\Ildent to your wages
iil it given n1l i e•,4 l' lt hours. Ai t ' that l ime is whet) the cap-
italist makes Ii is pro'it. lo'lr ile value I oIr the .,lnl on ldities you1

'produce 'are de'll rmin' by the I'll linl' \, iI 4nt1 in I (not

simplyl the litle' 4)1 spend'li ill pr'i nill'lg y.1i1' \\w"ges) plus the

raw llmatet•rial. \\oilur (11)1 1(11r ,( I1n ine('llili('rIv. lf.. There Fore it'
the gel'neral Marklet says that a coni4 nl' lity i valueld lat eight

lu4r' 1t tho lt tof one n du1 a hall'. the aplit4lli't I,.e's proitll to the

I xlent of on)-l' ill' hint's \v luie.
I i'i it i= 4 n;l lllt of ll t -44rpl4 's 1iime t, w ork ove'r n(I '

b)14 •\ ' I ' 11 i111 11,11 rt 1ei .•''. ill'\ , Il r1 l (" \',,i)'I \\4ge'. ' he'll it is

lil to e \\, lor ikers 144 4414lin1111y riggle'f 4 I, ' '4r4 iI tIhe ldecrease('

411 \w'I••e 4l,4i) i i, - i pos ile. I4 il,1,ii' 1a 'e the n1, 1441 l also 14 reItl llu e
the llllif ll ' t S. I1 t lii' ulltternlIst 1f their .lrenlgtlh.

lint a 1- Marx sli':. "\\'se fail generally 'mr, t l iil iting oll'selves

1,, 4ier 'illt \\w n iiii i-1 I the r ie e l'• o•' I 1i1 '\i-liiig system , iin-
- ,ilI ' of 1. I II.'111 T.\1N,'14 t' 1 i lt i tr ing to iHl'nI ,_' it. insteaid lof'
II-I11i (111' t 'gt niiZ'i/e b'i l Ns i i 1 a l heer I' 1r lit; ll I'(nl i ii lgtion of

lIo' \\,iking lims: tiLt is to ;ay. the l ti li ;i' ;4 4 lition of ith

I. | etOli .\lnl•ln lu aI li. s ~ ' liel ari' draf'i ng legislation fiitl'

1h, r u inl ti lln (1 he • • eillt packiil iilO - ,. It' .
1

I. '
r ml 

'
l l l s''

bill belcomuel L a ll Vw there i- i ll) olihl 1111" Ii ti ll l
t

a iking ind liusi• I)
\\ (I! hI' \\ elf r(',,iillte11.

Andl (o le t11 I nilk about it. if the li'oiil- X,1 ;ill the indlilstries

\\ r1",' II I'liliie the ltgi.l liion rei illtii i thliir lulrticular ii -

iJ-Iri,'- w\\ ll1 it be anything so 1ery If(\\ ;ll lth-r nll?

\N,,\ it \l r. Pillsbury" y iilI 1 ('i lll-'t'l ,,,lliI only l'iitr le th e

llgi-linltilo reg, lnting the grainl gra' illl ;n i; l -'i linig indili•try.

-"ifthalt~ i,- ti$.alti~evi'lif tl. P& t1 diO ""Hf. "'

HAD TO DO IT
0 0

By ANISE, in Seattle Union Leader.

Down in Sacramento .

Forty-nine wobblies "

Are on TRIAL,

And they have REFUSED
* * *

LAWYERS r

And REFUSED j-
* M *

To TESTIFY ,f

And refused to recognize

The COURT f 7

In ANY WAY.

Only one spokesman,

Elected by the rest,

Will STAND FORTH

And read their statement.

"This is OUR PROTEST," he says,

"Against the COURTS

Of California. 1

We have seen what y

They did to MRIOONEY;

We have seen the death

Of five fellow-workers "'

Confined in this jail;

We have seen how officers

Act towards us;

And so we ANNOUNCE

To the world f
That a trial

Of WORKINGMEN

In California f

Is only a LEGAL ,

LYNCHING."

Well, of course, we know

What those men will get

For being so NERVY

And slapping the LAW /

In the face.

But I remember

The "passive resisters"

Of England,

And I remember how /'

Roger Baldwin
* * * Jr

REFUSED to give BAIL

And buy a month's freedom,

Saying: "I do not believe

In the system of BAIL J

Which allows a man '

With MONEY

To be at large,

While the poor uman

ROTS in jail."

And I thought: I wouldn't like

To be in their place,

But SOMEBODY has to do it,

While the rest of us ,J

Are passing resolutions 'T ,

And organizing

And voting

And all of it counts;

There comes at last a time

When SOMEBODY

Has to get up and say,

Looking the judge in the face:

"This is a crooked game,

And I WON'T PLAY IT

Until the IIt'LES are changed.

And the cards LTNSTACKiED"

o o

iA MODERN PARODY
o 0o
Sing a song of hole cards
A table full of chips,
Six or seven players
With bottles on their hips,
And when the pot was swelling
And all the boys held "'fulls"
Wasn't that a dainty dish
To set before the "bulls?"
The "kings" was in the "city mill"
Awaitin' for the honey,
The "court" was in the court house
To hook the guilty money.
The "state" received a ten spot
And (smiling) turned his back,
"Law" and "order" cinched the pot
And players nipped the sack.

-- D. N. R.

The kept press has much to sa.?
these (lays about "holshe\'ik agita-
tors" and strikes. But think of how
the kept press must have spouted
when Moses called that general
strike in Egypt. 'his disreputable
enemy of law and or(l(er not only
stopped all essential industry, but
took the workmen, who otherwise
would have been conitent to go on
making bricks without straw, away
with him.

If peace is to be permanents $
swords are to be beaten luto ptow-
shares and spears into pruning hooks,
why ot have universal tr~aing
Itlild and pruning?-Del'gg
(N. D.) Journal.

;r~-rentemment
JAUTHOROF"DEMOCGRAGY OR DESPOTISM

HOW STATE SUCCEEDS AS A GUARDIAN
New Zealand Maintains a Department of Public Trust

for Handling Estates. Insurance Against Accident,
Disease and Poverty.

The seventh of a series of 10 ar-
ticles by Mr. Mills, well-known writ-
er and lecturer, on "New Zealand lie-
fore the War."

By WALTER THOMAS MILLS.
Whatever disputes there may have

been concerning limitations on the
functions of the state, it is true as a
matter of fact that the state of New
Zealand has assumed responsibility
for the guardianship of the helpless
membnlers of the community. Private
charitable institutions have been
made finally responsible to the state
for maintaining proper standards and
for humane treatment for the young,
the diseased, the mentally defective
and the aged.

Under English law provisions for
the poor were made under the Eliza-
bethan statutes for the avowed pur-
pose of protecting the well-to-do
against the approaclhuents of "sturdy
beggars"-the able-bodied poor. But
today throughout the English-speak-
ing world the .government assumes
responsibility in the matter of pro-
tecting all the members of society
from extreme suffering from what-
ever cause.

At no point did the labor party in
New Zealand justify its existence
more completely than in dealing
with the state's responsibility for
the helpless members of the comi-
munity.

Under its leadership there h•s been
provided pensions for young 2hiidren,
together with mothers' pensions, the
purpose of which is to preser'te the
family and to make the mother, even
in the homes which have been brok-
en, still the caretaker and guardian
of her own children. It has further
provided free hospital care and med-
ical service in all cases of childbirth.
and all the year around trained
nurses in each community whose
service are free in the instruction of
mothers in the care and feeding of
young chldren.

It provides free merical aid and
hospital care in all cases of serious
illness and accident for those whose
income falls below a certain stand-
ard.

It pirovides free mledical aid anii
and finally for old age pensions.

Helping tihe Aged Helps Ol() and
7Young.

It is quite likely that the old age
pension, wherever it. has been estab-
lished, has had the effect of i1nnme-
diately raising the standard of liv-
ing for most families to a mlore

manrked degree than any other piece
of legislation ever enacted.

In a long conference with 1Ir.
Woods, a miembier of parlianent ill
Tasmania, and who had been one of
the original pronmoters of the old ag•
pension, I learned that this conclu-
sion had not only been the result
of my own limited observation, butt
also of those who had Ibeell nlost
vitally concerned in the movemenllt
from its beginning. I asked him what
he regarded as the strongest argu-
nient to be used in securing the adop-
tion of old age pensions. lie replied
that as the result of living under the
law lie would not think it well to
make very much out of any of the
arguments which H1e and others had
used when fighting for its adoptiion.
He said that the old age pension had
ordinarily been supported for the
sake of tile old people as a matter
of mIerciful consideration for the out-
worn, and that consideration had

oeen sufficient to secure its enact-
mnent. In actual operation, however,
it had done more for the children
and for whole families than it had
accomplished even for the aged.

In Inost families there is but one
alternative for the aged poor; it is
either tile workhouse or a homine with
some of the children. Where the
children also are poor, the average
family incomne makes provision only
for the average family. and inl de-
termining wages the income for the
average family is taken, considera-
tion being given only to the parents
and their children. There is no gen-
eral average of consideration for the
needs of grandparents, and whatever
is approplriated from the poor man's
income for the grandparents is done
at the explense of the children.

Every mlother in such a home is
constantly in the position of deternm-
ining whether the old folks or the
children shall have the -benefit of an
income possibly sufficient for a low
standard of comfort for one or the
other, but rarely sufficient for both.

The old age pension not only pro-
vides an incomle for the age'd, but the
income provided, small as it is, added
to the receipts of the average poor
mnan's famlily, not only provides for
the necessary cash outlay for tile
added boarder but has been found to
be sp distinct an advantage to the
poor man's famlily} that the grown
children compete with each other to
determine in which home there shall!
be found a ciorner warlled and wait-
ing for the aged and penniless.

Again, he said, in his own case (he
was a linotype operator by trade)
that as he had been having annual
vacations for mnany years, he had al-
ways wanted to go across to the
mainland of the Australasian conti-
nent. but had never felt that he could
afford it and each year the money he
would have spent for his journey, was
added to his savings account in an-
ticipation of the rainy day which
moust colme when overtaken by old
age.

The very first year after the old
age pension went into operation he
took the journey. Ibut he said it had
been some years after he did it before
It occured to him why he had done

and immediately raised the standard

of living for tile able-lldicd and tlhe
well employed.

In every country there are the
estates of minors, of the deceased, of
the insane, estates in, process of
liquidation under the orders of the
courts, of the feeble-minded, and
finally of the absent.

Trustees appointed by the courts
have frequently administered estates
greatly to the advantage of the trus-
tees and greatly to the injury of those
dependent. It frequently halppens
that a poor man dies with $50 in
the bank and the court expenses are
more than the $50, and in this way
the court fees and lawyer's charges
take the man's money that should
be available for the use of his own
fanlily.

~'When executors are named in wills
it is frequently the case that they
are namled for family consideration
because known and trusted, and it
rarely haplpens that the neighblor
who is best loved is at the salte tim1e
most competent in managing the
estates thus given to their care.

In New Zealand there is a public
officer known as the public trustee.
He is made by law tile trustee under
all appointments made by the court.
He is authorized to act under tihe
power of attorney for all absent per-
sons and is further authorized to act
as the executor of all the estates of
the deceased, when named in the
wills, and is tmade by law the execu-
tor of all who die intestate.

All sorts of properties are uman-
aged, all sorts of funds are adlminis-
tered and it rarely occurls anlly more
that any other executor is ever nanled
in a will. There are no charges forl
legal advising or for any of tlh (r-
dinary legal proceedings, no charg-
ing for the drafting of wills, and in
all services paynment is finally mnadet
on tilhe commission basis, which rarely
exceeds 2 /i, per cent of the suin1s
finally paid to the beneficiaries.

Aly Own Exlperience.

For instance, under the New Z'/l-
land laws, when I had siglnedl a11n
agreenlent to remain in New Zealand
for two anti one-half years, I dis-
covered that it was cheaper to buily' a
holle than to rent on1e even ifor so
brief a elriod. \Vhen I camle away
1 simply signed a pIower of attornley
to the public trustee to dislpose of
the lproplerty for rne. 'The property
was sold and iny equity ill the co!-
tage, alllounting to $1,1000, hls been:l
collected in snm ll installnlelts and
has now been fully paid and all costs•
to lle for all services whalltsIoever
amnotlnted to the sum of $2:,5. It \\was
a $4,000 transalction at1d ill\ol\e d
Inany settlemenllts of old accounts
standing againsl the i lpropelrty ill tihe
namie of the Ilerson front whomll I had
made the purchase.

The nation guarantees all the
transactions of this departmllentl. No
one hIlls ever lost a plenny in alily lof
its transactions. No one, helplelss,
absent or infirm, has over beenl
r)lllbbed or wronged, and it hals l'never
cost the governmenllt one IpennOy to

rerate, ('quip or manage this great
social service.

The state is propllerly thll gtullrdianl
of our rights. The state can be the(
guardlian of these rights mosl cffdci-
ively by providing ways by which 1one1
may earn a living and so justify Iis
right to life and by which hle may

I'pursue laplpiness pr'otlcted agalinst

wrongs by those who prey ul)pon tlhe
helpless with universal nilltual in-
surance against accident antl illi;
fortune.

(The subject of the next article in
this series will be "Tlhe Nation as ia
Iioneer." )

GETTING PUBLIC
OWNERSHIP

U - - - - -- --- U

There are two important ways of'
fighting public ownership of utilities
such as railroads. The one is to pre-
vent the utility fromn passing to pub-
lie control; the other is to llisnlluall: ;
the utility after it. is taken over. Th'l'l
real test of public ownership comni
when it is in the hands of those favor-
able to it, a thing which is possible
only in a few of our cities andl in the
farlner-controlled state of North a-l)-
kota. Plublic ownership is not so
strong that it can withstand being
handlied by its enemies.

There has been much said, for in-
stance, for and against tle success of
the present colltrol of our railroads.
The railroads are sure that it is a
failure: the advocates of pnllic owln-
ership may feel that it has beenl a
success. This much .is certain, how-
ever. that even if it has failed, 1n th-
ing has been proved against public
ownership. It has not been in the
hands of its friends. The measure
was delayed until transportation had
becomne unbearable. whereas tile rail-
roads ought to have been taken ove, r
as sooas s we entered the war. The
adtlinistration was not elected on
a pulblic -ownership plrograln, and
what evidence of inclinationl therne
is shows that the administration is
opposed to it. Hlow, then, can the ex-
periuent prove anything? Moreover,
hoW cau We have anily reasolleb: e
hope of efficient transportation un-
der the existing conditions?

If we want efficient public owner-
ship of any utility we mlust do llore
than put it across in law. We Imutst
elect to office mnen who are conllnit-
ted to it rather than to the private
control which is to be displaced.
Therein lies the logic of the league
farmers of North Dakota in cleaning
house politically at the same time
they ,were putting over their public
ownership measures.

you have not laughed.


