
CATHOLICS ISSUE
RADICAL PLAN FOR

RECONSTRUCTION
Bishops Representing Hier-

archy of Church in Amer-
ica Call on Labor to Resist
Wage Reductions. Ap-
prove War Labor Board
and Industrial Democracy

(By United Press.)

Washington, Feb. 15.-An Ameri-
can reconstruction program, backed
by the official approval of the hier-
archy of the Catholic church in Amer-
ira, was made public here today.

Thie program is to be distributed in
pamiihlet form throughout the coun-
try by the committee on special war
activities of the National Catholic
W\Var council. Its significance lies in
the fact that it is tantamount to an
official pronouncement of the Cath-
olic church in America, as represent-
ed by its bishops and archbishops.
The committee signing the paper con-
sists of Rt. Rev. Peter J. Muldoon,
bishop of 'Rockford, Ill.; Rt. Rev.
Joseph Schrembs, bishop of Toledo,
O.; lit. Rev. Patrick J. Hays, coadju-
tor bishop of New York, said to be
slated for the office of archbishop of
New York, and Rt. Rev. William T.
Russell, bishop of Charleston, S. C.

This committee was selected to
represent the Catholic bishops of
America, and it is generally under-
stood that every line of the pr6-
nouncement issued today has been
carefully studied and passed upon
by practically every notable Catholic
prelate in the United States before
being made public. The program,
therefore, may be said to be an offi-
cial statement of the attitude of the
American Catholics toward social and
economic problems now engaging the
attention of all thinkers.

In many respects the program re-
sembles that 'of the British labor
party. It endorses many social and
economic doctrines heretofore pro-
noutced socialistic by conservative
thinkers.

The Catholic program is embodied
in a pamplllet called "Social ltecon-
strulction."

The Catholic bishops:
Approve Secrecary Lane's scheme

for settling returned soldiers on re-
claimed lands.

Encourage labor to resist general
wage reductions.

I)emand maintenance of war-time
wage level in all except very few in-
dustries.

All cities to correct bad housing
conditions.

Suggest that laws be passed to
prevenl the "extortinate practices of
monopoly" that cause high cost of
living.

Suggest that more attention be
given to possibilities of government
competition with the big monopolies
that apparentl-y cannot be controlled
othierwise.

Approve co-operative stores, run
and owned by working class.

Demand legal minimum wage high
enough to provide not only for pres-
ent needs of worker and family, but
a surplus that shall be sufficient for
adequate savings.

'Approve social insurance against
illness, invalidity, un-employment,
and old age, the funds to be provid-
ed, so far as possible, by a levy on
industry, as in accident compensa-
tion.

Favor continuance of life insur-
ance extended to soldiers by the gov-
ernment.

Approve policies of war labor
board, emphasize right of laborers to
organize, recognize justice of collect-
ive barganing principle, and ask that
the war labor board's activities be
continued in peace time.

Indorse movement of labor to ob-
tain voice in management of indus-
tries, commonly called "industrial
democracy."

Approve vocational training, but
not any system of education that
would tend to deprive children of
workingmen of their opportunities
for purely cultural training.

Deplore child labor, and approve
plan to tax it out of existence.

The foregoing are the chief fea-
tures of that portion of the program
which its framers believe immediate-
ly practical. The pronouncement also
discusses reforms that should be ac-
complished as a part of a program
projected farther into the future. It
says:

"The full possibilities of increased
production will not be realized so
long as the majority of the workers
remain mere wage-earners. The ma-
jority must somehow become owners,
or at least in part, of the instruments
of prdouction. They can be enabled
to reach this stage gradually through
co-operative .productive societies and
co-partnership arrangements. In the
former, the workers own and manage
the industries themselves; in the lat-
ter they own a substantial part of
the corporate stock and exercise a
reasonable share in the management.
However slow the attainment of
these ends, they will have to be
reached before we can have a thor-
oughly efficient system of produc-
tion, or an industrial and social or-
der that will be secure from the dan-
ger of revolution. It is to be noted
that this particular modification of
the existing order, though far-reach-
ing and involving to a great extent
the abolition of the wage system,
would not mean the abolition of pri-
vate ownership."

Big business is handed this bit of
food for thought:

"For excessive gains by a small
minority of privileged capitalists,
the main remedies are prevention of
monopolistic control of commodities,
adequate government regulation of
such public service monopolies as
will remain under private operation,
and heavy taxation of incomes, ex-
cess profits and inheritances. The
precise methods by which genuine
competition may be restored and
maintained among business that are
naturally competitive, cannot be dis-
cussed here; but the principle is clear
that human beings cannot be trusted
with the immense opportutnities for
oppression and extortion that go with
the possession of monopoly power."

And again:
"Our Immense war debt constitutes

a particular reason why incomes ndf
excess profits should continue to be
heavily taxed. In this way two im-
portant ends will be obtained; the
poor will be relieved of injurious tax
burdens, and the small class of spe-
cially privileged capitalists will be
compelled to return a part of their
unearned gains to society."

By way of final advice to the cap-
italist, the pronouncement say of
him:

"Above and before all, he must
cultivate and strengthen within his
mind the truth which many of his
blass have begun to grasp for the
first time during the present war;
namely, that the laborer is a human
being, not merely an instrument of
production; and that the laborer's
right to a decent livelihood is the
first moral charge upon industry.
The employer has a right to get a
reasonable living out of his business,
but he has no right to interest on
his investment until his employes
have obtained at least living wages.
This is the human and Christain, in
contrast to the purely commercial
and pagan, ethics of industry."

The principle of equal pay to
women for equal work is sustained
by the bishops. But they advise that
women be eliminated from all em-
ployments dangerous to their health
and morals. Street car conducting
and locomotive cleaning are specific-
ally mentioned as occupations unfit
for women.

A living wage is not necessarily the
limit of the laborer's just demands,
according to the Catholic program,
which says:

"Even if the great majority of
workers were now in receipt of more
than living wages, there are no good
reasons why rates of pay should be
lowered. After all, a living wage is
not necessarily the full measure of
justice. All the Catholic authorities
on the subject explicitly declare that
this is only the minimum of justice.
In a country as rich as ours, there
are very few cases in which it is pos-
sible to prove that the worker would
be getting more than that to which
he has a right if he were paid some-
thing in excess of this ethical mini-
mum. Why then, should we assume
that this is the normal share of al-
most the whole laboring population?
Since our industrial resources and
instrumentalities are sufficient to
provide more than a living wage for'
very large proportion of the workers,
why should we acquiesce in a theory
which denies them this measure of
the comforts of life? Such a policy
is not only of very questionable mo-
rality, but is unsound economically.

"The only persons who would ben-
efit considerably through a general
reduction of wages are the less effi-
cient among the capitalists, and the
more comfortable sections of the con-
sumers. The wage-earners would lose
more in remuneration than they
would gain from whatever fall in
prices occurred as a direct result of
the fall in wages.

"On grounds both of justice and
sound economics, we should give our
hearty support to all legitimate ef-
forts made by labor to resist general
wage reductions."

TOTAL WAR COST
BEACHES BIC FICGIiE

(Special United Press Wire.)
Washington, Feb. 15.-The total

cost of the great war, on both sides,
will amount to $179,000,000,000,
according to official figures obtained
here. The allied countries, includ-
ing the United States, expended
$118,581,000,000. The estimated
expenditure of the central powers
was $59,500,000,000. Great Britain's
financial outlay was the greatest,
$37,000,000,000. France reports
$27,000,000,000 and the United
States $18,000,000,000. The United
States also loaned $18,000,000,000
additional.
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i . FOREIGNERS
o o

.The Whiner says it is "just a few
foreigners" that started the strike.
The statement is emphatically a LIE;
but suppose it were true, whom
could the A. C. M. Co. and its prosti-
tuted press blame but themselves?
Whenever there has been a strike
among American or Americanized
workingmen for better wages or
working conditions, the great cap-
italists have always suc6eeded in put-
ting foreigners in their places. They
could do this because the foreigners
were not "next" to the high cost of
living in the United States. They
naturally thought that American
wages were high, that they could
easily live, and even lay up a snug
sum for a rainy day. But in a short
time they learned that the H. C. L.
ate up all their wages and gave them
only a bare existence at that. Then
they, in turn, became strikers, and
the captains of industry sought yet
other foreigners to take their places.

There has long been a federal law
against the employment of laborers
in the old countries to come to the
United States and work here. But
the capitalists have violated it again
and again. The contract laborer was
more anxious for his job than to
prosecute or even testify against the
corporation that brought him here,
so the violators of the law went un-
punished.

And when the law was not tech-
nically violated, it was violated in
spirit; for the capitalists sent their
agents to Euprope to "induce" for-
eigners to come here, promising them
sure jobs at high wages on their ar-
rival. Now, suppose they do start
the strike, the "company" can blame
only itself. It is alone responsible
for their being here.

Register, and get your
friends to register, or you can't
vote at the primaries in the
fpr g t3een. . _.
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FACTS FROM RUSSIA
(The following news notes are 1

taken from The Northern Commune, t
a soviet newspaper published in Pe- a
trograd, some December numbers of c
which have just been received in the v
United States. The news indicates z
that the moderate social democratic 7
groups in Russia are now supporting I
the soviet government. It gives evi- z
dence of the spread of the co-oper-
ative movement in Russia under the 1
soviets. It contains a decree estab-
lishing free postage for one-ounce let-
ters and cards, in order that poor c
people in Russia may have every t
facility for communication. There are
several interesting notes on the con-
structive activities of the soviet gov- i
ernment, and notes from districts t
where the counter-revolutionitsts are t
in control, showing the repression t
with which that control is main-
tained.)

The Menshevik Assembly. i
At the meeting of mensheviki that t

took place at Moscow, Abramovich I
points out that the entire democratic
element is now fluctuating between i
two choices: (1) "Let us have any- i
thing rather than the bolsheviki!"
(2) "Let us have a united front of 4
all the living forces of the revolu-
tion!" Yermanski spoke of the Ger-
man revolution and arrived at very
serious conclusions. According to
him, if Germany falls, we fall. Mar-
toy, at the end of his speech, declared
that the entire democracy of the west,
even its most right elements, should
protest against the plans of the for-
eign imperialists, not only in the
name of the independence of Russia,
but also in the name, chiefly, or the
preservation of the accomplishment
of the revolution, "whatever niay be
the result of this bolshevik experi-
ment on the revolution."

A Voice from the Right S. R. S.
The Moscow bureau of the central

committee of the socialist-revolution-
ary party of the right has come out
against a continuation of the allied
intervention as "having lost its orig-
inal significance."
Third Congress of Workers' ('o-

Operatives.
The third congress of workers' co-

operatives was characterized by a
success for the communists.

From this standpoint the impor-
tance of the third congress of work-
ers' co-operatives will be enormous,
both in principle and in practice. The
co-operatives are bvginning to be
"soviet co-operatives," are entering
into the ranks of the fighting prole-
tariat, and casting aside their so-
called "independence" and "neu-
trality."

In the northern regions (Petrograd
and outlying districts) at the present
time there are more than 9,000 con-
sumers' leagues in operation, about
300 dairy associations, about 1,000
credit co-operatives, great numbers
of lumberers,' fishermans', agricul-
tural, home-industrial, and other
leagues and unions. In the region
there are counted fully 200 large and
smal co.operative central organiza-
tions. The co-operative means of the
population, as represented in the
turnOver of the co-operatives, attains
the figure of at least 1,000,000,000
rubles.

Free Letter Pbatage in Russia.
The '•Ct i•issre of the Petropav-

lovsk postoffice brings to the atten-
tion of the population of Petrograd
a decree of the soviet of the people's
commissaries published in the "Iz-
vestrya" of the central executive com-
mittee of the 24th of November,
1918, No. 257: "The soviet of peo-
pile's commissaries, believing that a
more steady and wide-spread ex-
change of written communications
between the proletarians of the cities
anti the poorer classes of the villages
will further serve to strengthen and
confirm union already existing be-
tween them, and will in this manner
aid in organizing the revolutionary
socialist forces of Russia, considers
it essential to simplify and facilitate
the exchange of postal communica-
tions. With these objects in view,
the soviet of people's commissaries
decrees as follows: (1) After Jan. 1,
1919, there will be free transmission
in Russia of all open and sealed writ-
ten communlcationh, weighing not
more than 15 drams (about 1 once);
(2) unregistered letters weighing
more than 15 drams as well as reg-
istered letters will be paid for at the
full regular rate, in stamps covering
charges for weight and for registra-
tion; (L') unregistered letters and
packages sent, but under the name of
soviet institutions, pay no charges;
(4) the delivery wthout charge, of
unregistered, open communications
is extended also to cover the cor-
respondence entering the confines of
soviet Russia from other countries."

Mining of Salt in Stara Russyn.

Novgorod, Dec. 9.-(Rus. Tel. Ag.)
-As a result of the salt crisis in the
north, the council of national econ-
omy decided to re-establish the min-
ing of salt in Stara Russya and the
environs. In the 70s of the last cen-
tury about 500,000 pounds of salt
were obtained, but this expoitation
gradually abated, and Stara Russya,
having thus lost its industrial im-
portance, was entirely devoted to its
uses as a watering place.
New General Staff Academy Opened.

Moscow, Dec. 9.-(Rus. Tel. Ag.)
-- Comrade Dzevaltovskyi, comulan-
der-in-chief of military educational
institutions, in a conversation with
a representatlve of the Russian Tele-
graph agency, said that until now the
organization of the red army had
been conducted entirely by party
men, who were not always conversant
with military affairs. To correct this
condition, military specialists had
been engaged. A dual administration
hadi resulted. The general staff acad-
emy had been opened with the object
of obtaining men who would be in-
flexibly loyal to communism and
would, nevertheless, possess a com-
plete knowledge of filitary affairs.
The academy would e run by com-
rades who had proved their posses-
sion of military talents in the capa-
city of intellectual leadership. The
academy has a great task before it
in the domain of the principes of
strategy and thb tactics of war. The
best military speQialists will be in-
vited to the academy as teachers.

I)et ee Abolishes .CI'gs Car System.

Moscow, Dec. 17.-(R. T. A.)-
The central esteetive committee has
issued the iollawing decree concern-
ing tihe divistio o J.rgilway cars into
classes, as wel .lB $te introduction

of a uniform passenger rate: (1) The|
present general divisiQti' f oar rlil-
tibad cirs itthii ' ashesH et•respoidIn.g
to their social use, into 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and. 4th classes, is abolished on all
railroads and branch roads; (2) for
the present the 3rd class car now in
use is to be considered as the nor-
inal type of car for passenger traffic,
and the people's commissaire for
means of communication is directed
to take steps to improve as much as
possible the cars of this type as well
as increase the number of such cars
in the rolling stock; ..... (5)
railroad lines are permitted, for the
convenience of the passengers, to
make up trains running at higher
speed (express and courier trains),
and also, to include in night trains
and long-distance trains, cars that
have numbered places for sitting and
lying down, and also to charge an
excess fee for greater speed as well
as for reservation of numbered
places.

Friction in the ('ounter-Revolution-
ary Army.

Kursk, Dec. 6.-(Rus. Tel. Ag.)
-In the "volunteer" (Denikines)
army, conflicts are arising concern-
ing tile future forms of Russian or-
ganization. The lower levels of the
army express distinct dissatisfaction
with the political control from
above. This conflict is rendered
more bitter by the conduct of guard
officers and former courtiers now
living at Yskaterinodar, who are in-
dulging in orgies and debauches. At
the Illyransk Mine detachments of
volunteer officers flogged 52 soldiers
to death.

The Siberian' Muddle.

Samara, Dec. 1U.-(R. T. A.)-
As a result of the Omsk coup d'etat
the arrest of the All-Russian govern-
ment, and the establishment of the
military dictatorship of Admiral
Kolchalk, there is now civil war in
the white guard camp. The Ufa
"Narodnoye Dyelo" prints resolu-
tions of the right social-revolution-
aries, demanding the overthrow of
Kolchalk's power, a struggle against
monarchism, and the establishment
of the authority of the constituent
assembly. Admiral Kolchalk, in
turn, issued orders to all the military
leaders, printed in the "Ufa Life"
of Dec. 10 to put down by the most
resolute measures all activities of
the constitutionals, not hesitating to
use firearms when necessary. All
mnembers of the constituent assem-
bly are subject to arrest and court-
martial. From the orders it is clear
that the S. R. S. have already be-
gun to act; they have broken off
communication with Siberia, with
the Ural and Orenburg front, have
seized sums of money, which had
been forwarded to Sliberla-for Dutov,
and hold back Kolthalk's orders.
All military leaders giving any sup-
port to the constitutionals are de-
clared by Kolchalk to be beyond the
law.

In Dutor's Kingdom.
(The following dispatch, depicting

conditions under the dictatorship of
Dutov, head of the Ural Cossacks,
explains the subsequent successes of
soviet troops in the south Ural re-
gion. The soviet forces now have
Orenburg and the surrounding re-
gions.)

Samara. Dec. 13.-(Rus. Tel. Ag.)
-From the Orenburg front we
learn: There is complete harmony
between Dutov and the Siberian re-
actionaries. All political parties,

sxcept the cadets, are subject to ,,r-
secution at Orenburg. Mensheviki

.~and social revolutionist aQtivity has
been forced underground. Meetings
and assemblies are forbidden under
pain of shooting. Evacuation is on
at full speed here. Skirmishes are
in progress on the Tashkent front.
Only Baskirs and Cossacks are fight-
ing. Cases of mass shootings and
persecutions are reported, inflicted
on the peasants by Bashkir and Cos-
sack bands: In the Preobrazhensky
works, more than 200 peasants were
arrested on denunciation by rich
landholders. Many were sentenced
to be shot. Not a single village has
been spared the most savage lynch-
ings. All this arouses opposition
among the peasants. In many vil-
lages the peasants have refused to
furnish recruits or grain. Then the
puntitive batullions came; the peas-
ants having no other weapons,
fought with pitchforks. This up-
rising was put down by the Cossacks.
Unbearable contributions were Im-
posed upon the peasants. The Cos-
sacks gathered the grain, horses, etc.
without paying for them. The slight-
est infractions were punished by
shooting.

On the Don.
Puntitive batallions are employed

on the Voronezh sector of the front,
who, after any village or town has
been captured by Krassnov's hands,
shoot all revolutionaries. The ba-
tallion is supplied in advance with
lists of names of those revolution-
aries whom Krassnov's authorities
have condemned to death.

Astrakhan, Dec. 18.-(Rus. Tel.
Ag.)--According to reports received
from deserters, enemy artillerists
have refused to fire upon our
trenches, and, in their effort to de-
sert our ranks, a total of 36 men
have been shot by Cossack officers.

Capitalism, no matter in what
country or under what form of gov-
ernment, will always create new
dangers and possibilities for war.

Subscribe to The Daily
Bulletin

Relief!
The Soldiers', Sailors' and Workers' Council has

Headquarters at

101 S. IDAHO ST.
I Donations to the relief of strikers' families thankfully

received.

Phone 2159
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IN CALIFORNIAF 1fO
(Special United Press Wire.)

Marysville, Cal., Feb. 15.-Peoplde
are moving out of Tudor, the rlsla$'
water from the Feather river thteato
ening to cover the entire town. The.
water is creeping over the yarda. of
many homes and rising steadily.,
There is practically no high grduna
in Tudor, which has 500 inhabitthts.

Farmers declare the flood lo•- ll
the Tudor district has already passed
the million dollar mark.

Advertise that room for rent 14
the want columns of the Bulletin.

ORGANIZED
LABOR

The Bulletin job prlating
department is now equipp•d to
turn out your Job prlttng.
Prices right, quality right;
service right. If you i

.
Sbit

our thousands of readers t,
know who you are. where
you are, when you have ysi)i
picnics, etc. See that your job.
printing comes to our p-lant.
and we will see that the. public
is informed about, you and
your events.

PHONE 52

THE BULLETIN
JOB DEPARTMENT

101 SOUT IDM~AO ST.
-- :-m a n me na


