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Hypocritical Wage Commissions

The studied insalls handed out Lo e woerkers by the various
Heommissions'' appointed to discover Uie subsislenee level of
lhe wage-enrner are becoming unbearable.  Parlicularly do
these commissions lake advantage of the unorganized condi-
Hion of the average female wage-earner lu class them witl
dumestic anitnals Lhat are syvstemalically fed on refuse.

The lalest organizotion o bring in une of these reporls giv-
ing the minimum amount ol suslenance on which a female fae
tory slave can exizt is the Maszachuselts Minlhinamw Wage G-
miission.  This body has decided Uhat a Massachuselts working
girl can worry along oo $13.75 per weel and still sove Torty
cenls,

Commenling on the report, The New Textile Workee, of-
ficinl organ of the Amalguuated Textile Workers, soys:

PRIDAY. OGUTQRER 1, 1920,

Anotlier one of those ghustly practical jokes ol the ex-
pense of fomale woge workers has been perpelrated by
the Massachuscils Minimum Wage Comrmission,  This
creature of “relorm’ Inbored heavily and brought forth a
decision {thal $12.75 is a sufficient minimum wage for
women snd girls rated as experienced emploves in the
regular branches of the knit goods industey. A experi-
enced cwmploye, it is exploined, 35 one who has been cm-
ployed af the work for af least 40 weeks, 753 1

The bonorable commission arrived al {his figure of
$13.75 after “an inguiry into the cost of living of a self-
supporting girl in Massachusetts.”  Thaf the inguiry was
profuund is proved by the budget lauid oul for the “self-
supporling™ gicl. To begin with, the munilicent sum of
#8.50 o week is allowed for board and room---vot for
beard or reowm, but for board AND reom! @ Auy giel who
can accomplish thal ought not 1o be wasling time in a
knit goods mill, but oughil logically to be assisling the su-
preme council to save Europe from bankrupiey! How
anybody in Massachuselts or anvwhere else can eat suf-
f‘itﬁcntli' qaricd apd pourishing togd for less tham_ F1.50
iday or $10.60 o week, iz o mystery.  The answer is, they
can't, 3

Clher Hems o the commission’s budgel are equally im-
possible.  Forly cents a week is allowed for reereation!
Evidently there is a puritan sleain in the commission,
There would be no dangee of dissipation an 40 cenis
woeelk Ll

Tu cap the elinax, the commission allows 20 cenls a
week for savings. By ecareful figuring we lind that bar-
ring accidents, a “self-supporting” zirl employed in the
kuil goods industey would he alde in fitty vears to save
a litlle over $600. Just enough to buy admittanee to an
01d Ladies” Home so us 1o be able (o die respectably,

Iu our opinian, any body of men and women that brings in o
report such as e one refecred to above. should be compelled
1o cke out the halance of their life on lhe weckly sum they
recommend for the wage-carners,

“The Hope of the World”

Whal vrganizations of workers “who know theie rights, andi

Lknowing, dare maintain,” can do to prevent a bloody baplism
of themsclves and ollier workers when they have ouce con-
vinced the exploiters of their determination to preserve the
liberlies of frec speeeb and assemblage is well exemplified by
e enorwous mass meeting, or ralher sevies of mecelings, held
by the British workers in Trafalgar Square during their recent
demonstration For peace with Rossia

The meeting is deseribed by Whe Ghristion Scicnee Monitor
as follows:

The police Tfound Whieir lask of keeping order simiple, for
the crowd belonged to a nation which invites free speech
and shows bo fear of il

A paunllet was thrown down, revolulionary things were
suid and o revolutionary resolution passed,  England was
threatened witl a sloppage of all her trade, her indusiey,
hee social lite if the government tail fo comply with the
wishits of 1he workers. ;

Morcover the mass of the people was urged to refuse
to Lilee up arms if the country wenl to war, Yet this meel-
ing has received guiel nolice in the papers and its views
are being disenssed wilh cousideration by all elasses of
socielys so widespread is iz failh in he essential level-
headednesy of Lhe race,

Yelb, calmly as the event Lias been takew, Sunday's greal
galliering marked an epoch; o turning-point. 1t wvas a
day r\\'Ili('h will probubly stand oul in the history of the
wortd,

George Lansbury, the venerable editor of the London Daily
Herald, was une of {he sprakers who addeessed the tremendous
throng and was tendered a wildly enthusiastic reception. His
speech. according to the Monitor, was o

menl indrefand ond Mesopolamia, and depreca™ war in
Turkey, Bussia, Ireland, or anywhere ell.w. ssin he
termed the touchstone of the silualion, and he called upon
all men to refuse naval and mililary service, even if the
conseriplion aets came into foree. **We believe,” he said,
“thal if the workers remain solid, Socialism can be en-
forced by peucefn]l means.”  If the workers refuse to
Tight, war must become impossible.  Factions in socialis]
cireles had now disappeared and they were now a solid
body for peace— peace With Russia, Treland, India<~and
poace at home. i '

bitter denunelation of Whe political policy ol Ih‘&smw“-

The following resolutions were read o the megting and
unanimously adopled by this assemblage of workers, gathered
in the eapital of the Dritish empire, meeling in the shadow of
the parliament buildings:

“The trade union and Lubor movement hails with sat-
isfaction the Russiun government's declaration in fuvor of
the complete independence of Poland, us set fortl in ihe
peace terms to Poland, und, realizing the gravity of lhe
internationa] situation, pledges itselt to resist anv and
every form of military and navul inlervention against the
Boviet government of Russia.

“The Council of Action is, therefore, instructed to pe-
main in being until it has secured:

“(1}. Anabsolule guarantee that the armed forees of
Great Britain shall not be used in suppori ol Poland, Baven

“|___“-';I.'-a.l.l.gt-l. Giv auv other military or naval effart against (ha

s

Soviet goverument. - g ] |
u.,‘_fE}EL The withdrawal of all  Dritish Haval forces,
upm-::fu; o dipeclly pe indivectly as a blockading influence
ugninst Hussia, i
U3y The recogaitioy us U ]
ment and the "-_.,t,-|}_]|]:i_-',]'|[|u:i|:' ul ilFL;‘:L’bl]‘.‘.\GtG}l '||1'ildll.ig amd |
. commerelal relationships hetween Grenk Britain and, Rus-
sia. . : SO
“he Labor movement foether refuses ta be azsocialed
wilh any alliance between Great Britain and France oL
ony other counlry which commils Us (o any support of-
Wrangel, Poland, or the supply of munitions or othier ware
materinl for any form of attack upon Soviet Russia.

“The Council of Actlon is authorized to call for any
and.l::'ery form of withdrawal of Labor!which cir-
cumstances may require Lo give effect to the forego=
‘Ing policy, and calls upon avery trade union official, -
executive commities, local council of action, and the
membership In general to act swiftly, loyally, and
courageously, in order Lo sweep away secret bargain-
ing and diplomacy, and to assure that the foreign pol-
icy of Great Britain may be in accord with the well=

interminable threals of war.” : :
Similar resalutions were adopled at mass mectings bleld in
every industeial center in England and the police and the mili-
Ly did not interfere; neither were lhere any mobs or; nized
to Dreak bp the meetings. The government of the British e -
pire was foreed to abandon its war policy because Inblor was
tired of war, because labor said it was tired and anigouneced
its inlention of closing every factory and mine in Fngland if ity
rulers did nol at onee deeide to end their murderous pliots.
There is yel hope lor the world when such things can peace-
tully come to pass.  More than ever is apparent the leull of
the soying:
“The unity of labor is the hope of Lhe world!”

Royalty Offended

Paul Hanoa and Lauvence Todd, bwo of the besl-known
correspondents in Awerica, now employed by the Federnted
Press, have heen excluded by Seeretary Colby from the forma)l
inferviews granted o the represcnlatives of the press.

1t is probable that ihe action of Secretary Colby will arcuse
i storm ot prolest from the correspondents in Washington as
the policy of the state department has already been {hie sub-
ject of much unfaverable eriticisia.  Even thongh the threal
of exclusion féom the inlerviews has been held vver the head
of any correspondent whe evinced the slightest desire lo give
the public réal news, the facl has become known that the ad-
winistration has surrounded ilself with a veil of seerecy ex-
cecding that of any royal court.

the eatire population of the nation, knowledge which, if in the
passession of the people, would probebly foreean entire change
tn the cenduct of foreign and domestie affairs, is suppressed.
Sometimes this news is imparted to the newspapermen under o
pledge of secrecy, more often il is entirely withhield,

Hauna and Todd have prolestad against this atlitude on Lhe
part of the state depurtment and have now been treated with
the Wilsoniun magnanimity accorded everyone who Los so far
triad 1o protect the interests of the massoes of this nation.

W is very probable that the matter will not end with the bar-
ring of the representatives of the Federuted Prass. Tt will not
eid thers il there is any manhood left among the newspaper
featernity in the United Staltes. ;

It is aboul time that the slimy eabal thal lus been orgauized
among the While House retainers was exposed for what it is—
a boreaveratic conspiracy ngainst the liberties of the peuvple
of this nation. -

WooI and the Government

Mr. Wood, president of lhe American Woolen company,
eluosed up his mills, They were his mills, so no one had the
right to complain.  Forly thousand lost theie jobs, 200,000
souls were threalencd with slaevalion.

The workers are people of all nations: «italians, French
Cunadians, Lithuaninos, Poles, Syrians, and Fi‘um:u-Uclgimls.
Of course, pulriolic Amerieans call tem “aliens,” but they are
just the vight people to produce $43,000,000 profils for the
Amevican Waolen company in three years. :

It is tough enough thal 200,000 people lad to ook some-
where else fur work und bread.  Bul whal abgut the govern-
ment? : 1

The guvernment Lold us that “prodiction” was the need of
the hour.  Peoduclion and move production! And Mr, Waood
shit doswn his wills, . } :

Was it becanse theee was dn over-production of elolhing?
if thal were he case, elothes ought to have been chicap iustead
ol being oul of reach of the working classes.  Was it becavse
there was no wool?  The slorchouses are piled high with wool.

Then what wus the reason?

Mr. YWood said he was not satisficd with the profits. So he
cul down his expenses and boosted prices,

And the government? I ! .

Gh, the government has laws ONLY FOR THE WORKERS!
I the workers “eonspire”™ tv keep wages up by striking, they
go to jail. If they unile to betfer lheir condillon, the Lever
Ael knoeks them on the head. Wool und the government are
wuorking hand in hand—against the worker. ¥

Quile so!

Under the Boviel government the Russians have a queer way
of treating their prisoners. When Uey capture an English-
man, they throw him info juil and (hen they give him o good
meal, for the English like to cat. "Then the guard asks him;
“Are you an Englishman?’’  Then lhe prisonep answers: I am
an Englishinan,” for he is usuvally very proud of it. Then the
Russian red guard goes out.and shoretly refupns with a Inl of
Bolshevik literature for the Englishman o read, and he is given
plenty of {ime lo read, * Bernard Shaw savs it is very hard on
the English. This'is the terrible punishment deatt out lo the
prisoners that is causing the Brass Check Press of Ameriea (o be
filled with the stories of the way the reds ure treating the pris-
URETs,

We notice thal in the eut of Assad Juhray, alleged murderer,
appearing yeslerday nrorning in the lwo moprning papers, the
Shriner’'s emblem on the fez he is wearing has been blocked
cuif. Had he been a member of the 1. W. W gr of some other

up in ihe headlines. . P

Lel the n:

ful people rule,

n

known desires of the people for anendito war andthe | 'l if ‘" aAMirAT Suweet Graas County. :
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Montana Labor League -

Governor—B. K, WHEELER, Silver Bow County.
Licutenant Governor—R. C, ARNOLD, Valley County.

Secretary of State—R. A. HASTE, Yellowstone
County. AT ‘ Yo

: FHwenpidit an TR

| Attorney General—LOUIS ‘8. IRVINE, Glacier County

. State Treasurer—ELLA D LORD, Cascade. County.
State Auditor—OLE SANVIK, Hill County.

Railway Commissioner—J, P. MEADORS, Richland
County. fal

Superintendent of Public Instruction — MARGARET

Justices, Btate Supreme Court—HARLOW PEASE,
Beaverhead County (6 years); W. W. PALMER,
Custer County (6 years); JOHN A, MATTHEWS,
‘Broadwater County (2 years).

Congressmen—BURTON WATSON, Missoula County;
M. M. M'CUSKER, Roosevelt County. :

in most emphatic terms the democracy of Custer County de-
nounces the action of United Stales Senator Henry L. Myers in
deserting his ticket. The senator’s oourse in eulogizing Dixon
and Riddick is looked upon with the utmost contempt.

A meeting ol members of Custer county demoe “atie central
committee was held al the courthouse in Miles Gity on Tuesday
evening, and consideration wes given {he aelivn of United
States Senalor Myers in bolting the paety which has so gener-
ously hionored him with politicat prefecment.  After a thorough
diseussion of the matter the following resolulions were unani-
mously adopted, instruetions also heing given the secreetary 1o
forwured copies thereo! to 1he dally press of e state, as well as
lo various democratic leaders: ; j

Whereas, this erganization has been informed of the shawe-
less betrayal of his purty by United Slales Senator Henry L.
Myers: be il R ; s j

Resolved, by he democrnlic central commitlee of Custer
county, that we unveservedly and unqualifiedly condemn ond
repudiate the aclion of Senator Myers in deserting the paely
which has #o signally honored him and lo which he owes so
many unrequitied obligations, and we denounce Lis course as
not only treachervus and perfidious but utterly and entirely
withoul justification.  And we resent, us true, loval demoerats,
the wholly gratuitous insulls offered the supporiers of Ilow.
Burton K. Wheeler and wherein he says he “cannot stand his
backers and dssociales.” Furthermore, we regard with nlter
contempt his maudlin enlogy of the republican candidate for
governor, and we churacterize such utlerances us the merest
sublerfuge, wholly unbecoming a man holding membership in
the highesl lawmaking body of the land. And we beg Lo cal)
his ajtention to {he fuel Jos. M. Dixen s been mosl active
among the reactionary leaders in disporaging, villilving and
abusing, with a malignity herelolore unkuown, the greal presi-
dent of this nation, Not content will thus stultifying himself
inn behall of Mr, Dixow, he further demeans himselt by ueging
the re-election of the unspeakable Widdick, & man whom he
must know only altained his present position through his af-
filiations with the nonpartisan league, an orgauization which
Mr. Myers is riow so busily engaged in denonneing with all the
iveelive at his command.  We regard Senator Myers' efforts
lo apologize for his betrayal of the democeralic party as mercly
a camouflaged efforl to conceal some selfish ond ulterior mo-
tive, and we exlend to him the assurance that in his efforts Lo
forestall demoeralic suceess in the present campaign he will
reeeive neither encouragemenl norsuppor! feomtheloyval demao-
erats of Custer county. Ag men who'in the past have labored
earncelly, zealously. and faithfully to secure for Scnator Myers
the fruition of his political ambilions, we can not bual decply
deplore that he should now al tis time display the spirit of an
ingrale, nd despite the statements to which he has given pub-
Heity, we can yet haedly bring oneselves Lo realize that he could
be guilty of e base ingeatilude which he is now exhibiting,
And, be it fuelher : S

Resolved, thal we also join with all true sdherents of de-
mocracy in condemnation of the efforts belng made by hybrid
politietans to form “Independent Volers elubs,” the real pua-
pose of which is to deceive and mislead democratic volers, with.
ihe yltimate objeet of inducing them to stultify thomselves by
voting the reactionary lickel.  Wherever such clubs -have been
formed the leaders of the movement are either pliant lools of
interests seching the altainment of selfish advantages, or they

the electorat® in their efforts to ucquire office.  And il the ro-
port be true that these “independent'™ elubs are being financed
by the republican state central committee, Lhat alone should
be sufficient t6 deter any honest democrat from having any
conneclion with them whalever.

The copital stock of & bank i= like lhe capital stock of o go-
nperalive sveiety, There is no more difticulty in raising eapi-
lal for one enlerprise than there is for another. Labor niust
realize that there is nothing saered aboul the banking busi-
ness.  Banks ean be given a co-operative charvacter. I is an
easy matter {o buy eval, dugar, o supplies’of any kind through
a bank and have the commudities! distvibuled <o the consum-
ers.  There is no mystery aboul'it] in fuet, it is dead easy and
the wonder is why the workers have not gone into the bank-
ing business long ago inslead of putting their maoiey i u say-
ings department of the other felluw's bank.

Arthur Brisbape is the highest paid editorial writer in the
United Stales. 1n speaking of Russia in a long leading edi-
lorial for the Hearst pupers. he says: *‘Lenin’s brolher, revo-
lutionist, was hanged by {he ezar when Lenin was 17 veurs of
age. Lenin said he would gel even. He did. He has put the
czar lo death and he sits as dietator in lhe room of judgment,
Iuteresting picture in history. Think what you please of Lenin’
he DID “get’even.” He pui the czar's systemn to death as weil.

Democratlc State Ticket

¢ tis Nussian Soviet ZOVer - sEndorsed. by Nonpartisa'n‘. League and

are disgruntled office-seekers who have been repudiated by

COUNCIL ESTABLISHES

(Coutinged from Page Ouc)

ape than wasg being paid for surch
work theoughout the eountry. Thoe
communicat’ aon  wase signed Ly Lhe
notorious “Itaincoat.’

A communigation from the Huod
Carrlers’ union stated that the union
seale as establishad waz §5 for eig
bours but that the city enginear wi
paying the men only #7 for eight
nours. It declared (U was evident
thut the city enxgineor wans doing ali

in his power o destroy the pstib-
lished, nnion scale. in Dutte. A
A worser in the aodience grarn

and said De was one of the men
working, on the ety paving. He
cited fypm his time Look the nom-
ver of lwure he had worlkeg cach
day, the periods during diich the
men wera dajd off snd the periods
during which the work was done on
Dl e, W DRI wE BIHE 00 Wk
lie said, “the city engineer lold us
we were Lo get 38 per day, He seemns
to have forgotten that now.'
Aldarman Freudonsteln  declared
it hod always bean the policy of the
vily pouneil to recognize the senle
as established by the unions, Ile
2iled dhe fact that other orguanized
waorkers emplored by the eity had
been granied wage [nereases  nnd
safd it was only Just the foer 3
shonld e granted to the hodaerion.
He anoved the couneil g0 o recor:

| i establishing Lthe 38 scnla.

Aldorman  Wilson  sarcastically
wanted ta know who lid  groat el
the nnion the $8 seale.  The union
apokciman arose and declared thil
all ol the recognized contractors liad
granied it.

“Nawme one,”
jost one"” )

The union spokesman wamcd  a
number and declared that the only
jvontraclors who had tefused 1o pay
| *he seale wove the few whpo woon
[memmbets of the Associated -Tnduse
slries.  “They ave contraclurs with-
Jut @ condract,” he deeldred, vy, w
vefuse to work for them.”

Wilkon Lhen quoisted ‘down  and
wore gendly” suggested  that  since
there wags a difference of opinion ho-
wern Lhe Associgted Industrieg aod
the unions as Lo the seale the mul-
ter shoutd be referred Lu @ colllin,.-
e,

Alter Freudensiein and HMess Lad
declared fur a sectlement  of  the
queslion st once, the motion of e
former was pul amd carried., with all
the councibmen, ineluding  Wilson,
voting tor the 88 renio, - \

The c¢ity ecnginect’s brother., Cily
Treasurer Herman Strasburger
bad - Hizs  peried in the spoiiight.
Barler in the nesting an application
from the city flremeu, requesting
permission Lo audit the cily freas-
urer's beals was under diseussion.
The eity treasuver made a lengihy
statement doeclaring he had (o
aished the firemen swith a compleie
gt of copies of all his books and
asserted.  that  if  they pould not
noderstand his methoed of © keoping
the aecounts it was not his faull
He expressed h objection to an
audit in his office at thia tiwe on
the grounds thal he had  already
spent  =ome | Hme on severpd oc-
cagigne endeavoring 1o show fne
tiremen how their disability Tunds
in the payment of warrents, stood,

said Wilson, “"Namop

antd asrerted he could not  readily
devote any lime to  assisting an
anditor,

Fire Chiel Martin wags called on
and deelared on hehalt of the 3
men that there waz a determinution
on the part of the flremen to find
out wWhal had become of the sum of
3062 inoeconnection with heir war-

Strasburper  explained (Lo

ranls.
CERITE SUT Was inferest 1ost by thio
firemen under the previous regiumne
wvien. he sald, former Oty Treasuror
Ward had. jsdued a warvant eall willi-
out suflicient funds on hand to ru-
deem alt the warrants included in
the eall, Mo said the epll wnip-
matically stonped the unpaid war-
rants [rom drawing interest.

Freudenstein went to the but for
e firemen and succeoded in potting
i mejority vote in faver ol grantine
the firemen permigsion to make an
audil at their own. expense. Callow
voted no.

A comnimmication from the Deigs
Woman's vouncil asking Ehe onuel.
ment of an ordinance 1o provend
bovs [rom riding bieveles  on the
stdlewnlds, breught out o statement
from Chief of Poelice Murphy, whn
declared thal with tho cxceplion of
the few puved streels there was no
slreet in the city on whielh ey
conld vide, Tle assertod 1ot
caunse of automobilos  and  streot
card it was highly  dangerows  to
force ehildeen to ride their whop
in the streets off the sidewalls, s
declured children in Dutte have yvery
limited places in which to ple -

BX=

celt on the sidewallis and stret
A reprezentative of the Gitman
Comimercial and

Company a[.;pcurs}d
entered protest against *the use o)
any of the corporation’s properi s for
alley purpozes, on the seound (.
the property adjacent to the Gilman
Iproperty  was  Iess . valuable, gnd
sbould Le condemned.

In the closing minutes of the
sesdlon  Alderman Hess  soushit o
secure suspenslon of the riles and
immediate passuge of an ardinanee
tepealing  the present  slaughror
house ordivance and ropiieing it
with the one repealed last voar, His
effort met with considerable opposi-
(tion from Freudenstein and others,
Wheo declared their objections to aet-
ing on auy ordinance with the eon-
tents ol which they were unfamiling.
The ordidance was laid over,

“A Kanhsas girl has been slesping
sevén days. Here's a suggestion:
Lt someone whisper in her car
that the breakfust dizhes are all
washed and wiped and pur awav
and see if she doesn’t begm to
stroteh and Fawn and show slgns of
waking up—Emporia Gazetie,

The modern day laborer iz more
wretched than the slave of roviner
times, for he is fed by no riaster
ner any -uhe else.qand i his position
fa one of more liberty than the
slave, it is principally the liberty ot
dying of huoger—Max Nordau.
Well, summer's gone and aulumn s

-hore, :

And wise folks now bogin ter
Figger how their fuel bilis

They're golng 1o pay vext winter.
—Tennygon I. Daft in' Kanszus City

Star




