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Hypocritical Wage Commissions
I'he sltudied insults handed out to the workers by thle various

"commissions" appointed 'to discover tihe subsistence level of
the wage-earner .are becoming unbearable. Particularly do
these commissions take advantage of the unorganized condi-
'tioli of the average female wage-.carrer to class them with
domestic animals that are systematically fed on refuse.
The lotest organization to bring in one of these reports giv-

ing the minimum amount of sustenance on which a female fIc.
tory slave can exist is the Massachusetts Minimum Wage Comu-
mission. This body has decided that a Massachusetts working
girl can worry along on $13.75 per 'week and still save forty
cents.

Commenting on the report. The New Textile Worker, of-
ficial organ of the Amalgamated Textile Workers, says:

Another one of those ghastly practical jokes at the cx-
pense of female wage workers has been perpetrated by
the Massachusetts Minimum W'age Commission. This
creature of "reform" labored heavily and brought forth a
decision that $13.75 is a sufficient minimum wage for
women and girls rated as experienced employes in the
regular branches of the knit goods industry. An experi-
enced employe, it is explained, is, one who has been em-
ployed at the work for at least 40 weeks.

The honorable commission arrived at this figure of
$13.75 after "an inquiry into the cost of living of a self-
supporting girl in Massachusetts.' That the inquiry was
profound is proved by the budget laid out for the "self-
supporting" girl. To be gin with, the munificent sum of
$8.50 a weeet is allowed for board and room-not for
board or room, but for board AND room! Any girl who
can accomplish that ought not to be wasting time in a
knit goods mill, but ought logically to be assisting the su-
preme council to save Europe from bankruptcy! How
anybody in Massachusetts or anywhere else can cat suf-
ficiently varied ayd nourishing food for less than $1.50
a day or $10.50 a week, is a mystery. T he answer is, they
can't.

Other items in the commission's budget are equally im-
possible. Forty cents a week is allowed for recreation!
Evidently there is a puritan strain in the commission.
There would be no danger of dissipation on 40 cents a
week.

To cap the climax, the commission allows 20 cents a
week for savings. By careful figuring we find that bar-
ring accidents, a. "self-supporting'' girl employed in the
knit goods industry would be able in fifty years to save
a little over $500. Just enough to buy admittance to an
Old Ladies' Hlome so as to be able to die respectably.

In our opinion, any body of men and women that brings in. a
report such as the one referred to above, should be compelled
to eke out the balance of their life on the weekly sum they
recommend for the wage-earners.

"The Hope of the World"
What organizations of wvorkgrs "who know their rights, and

knowivig, dare maintain," can do to prevent a bloody baptism
of themselves and other workers when they have once con-
vinced the exploiters of their determination to preserve the
liberties of free speech and assemblage is well exemplified by
the enormous mass meeting, or rather series of meetings, held
by the British workers in Trafalgar Square during their recent
demonstration for peace with Russia.

The meeting is described by the Christian Science Monitor
as follows:

The police found their task of keeping order simple, for
the crowd belonged to a nation which invites free speech
and shows no fear of it.

A gauntlet was thrown dowsn , revolrutionary thlings were
said and a revolutionary resolution passed. England was
threatened with a stoppage of all her trade, her industry,
her social life if' the government fail to comply with the
wishes of' th1 workers.

Moreovcr the mass of' Ithe pe)ople was urrged to refuse
to tuke up arms if the country went. to war. Yet this meet-
ing has received quiet notice in the papers and its views
are being discussed with consideration by all classes of
society; so widespread is its faith in the essential level-
headedness of the race.

Yet, calmly as the event has been taken, Sunday's great
gathllering marked an epoch; a turning-point. It was a
day which will probably stand out in the history of the
wonrld.

George Lansbury, the venerable editor' of the London Daily
Hlerald, was one of the speakers who addressed the tremendous
throng and was tendered a wildly enthusiastic reception. Ilis
speech, according to the Monitor, was a

bitter denunciation of the political policy of th -ovetin-
mInnt in Ireland and Mesopotamia, and depreca•] war in
Turkey, Russia: Ireland, or anywhere else. ssia he
termed the touchstone of thie situation, and he called upon
all men to refuse naval and military service, even if the
conscription acts camne into force. "We believe," hlie said,
"''that it' the workers remnain solid. Socialism, can he en-
forced by peaceful means." If the workers refuse to
fight, war must become impossible. Factions in socialist
circles had now disappeared and they were now a solid
body for peace---peace wvith Russia, Irclandlylia.-and
peace at home. d.a

.The following resolutions were read to the meoting and
unanimously adopted by this assemblage of workers, gathered
in the capital of the British empire, meeting in the shadow of
the parliament buildings:

"The trade union and Labor movement hails with sat-
isfaction the Russian government's declaration in favor of
the complete independence of Poland, as set forthl in the
peace terms to. Poland, and, realizing the gravity of the
mnternational' sitmltion, pledges itself to resist any and
every form of military and naval intervention against the
Soviet gover'nment of Russia.

"The Council of Action is, therefore, instructed to re-
main in being untilit has secured:

"(1). An absolute guarantee that the armed forces of
Great Britain shall not be used in supporltt' Poland, Iar'on

Wirangel, di- any other miliary or naval efrrt against t'i`
Soviet, govecnnx ni t .  "

"(2). The nilthdrawal of all British naval forces,,
operiathn"' directly or indirectly us a blockading influence
agailLSt Ru ssia. t.

,,, s .t t .. rco... n iuru of the Russian Soviet goveri-
merit al the establishlnlet ol unrnestricted ,trang apd
cornurercial relationships between GreatBritain and. Rus-
sia.

''The Labor movemennt fourthcr refuses,to' be associated
with any alliance between roeat Britain and. France or
any othler country which coimmits us to any support of
WWrangel, Poland, or the supply of nintinitigs or other war
material for any form of attack upon Soviet Russia..

"The Council of Action is authorized to:call for any
and every form of withdrawal of Labort which cir.
crinstances may require to give effect to the forego.

'Ing policy, and calls upon every trade union official,
executive committee, local council ofs.action, and the,
membership in general to act swiftly, loyally, and
courageously, in order to sweep away setcret bargain.
ing and diplomacy, and to assure that th eforeign pol-
icy of Great Britain may be in accord:with the well-
known desires of the people for an end to war and the
interminable threats of war."

Similar resolutions were adopted at nmass mcctinigs lld in
every industrial center in iEngland and the police and the mili-
tary did not. interfere; neither were there any mobs or'nized
to break tip the meetings. The government of the British em-
pire was forced to ablanrdo its war policy because lalbor was
tired of war, because labor said it was tired aind anr~iunced
its intention of closing every fuactory and mine in Englanid if its
rulers did not at once decide to end their murderous pilots.

There is yet hope for the world when such things can peace-
fully comne to pass. More than ever is apparehi the trulh of
the saying:

"The unity of lubor is the hope of the world!"

Royalty Offended
Paul anluna and Laurence Todd, two of the best-known

correspondents in America, now employed 'by the Federated
Press, have been excluded by Secretary Colby from the formal
interviews granted to the representatives of the press.

It is probable that the action of Secretary Colby will arouse; storm of protest fromr the correspondents in Washington as

the policy of the state department has already been the sub-
ject of much unfavorable criticism. Even though the threatof exclusion f1'om 'the interviews has been held over the head
of any correspondent who evinced the slightest desire to give

the public real news, the fact has become known that the ad-ministration has surrounded itself with a veil of secrecy ex-
ceeding that of any royal court.

Knowledge concerning vitally important niatters affectingthe entire population of the nation, knowledge which, if in the
possession of the people, would probably force an entire change
in the conduct of foreign and domestic affairs, is suppressed.
Sometimes this news is imparted to'the' newsppecrmen under a
pledge of secrecy, more often it is entirely withheld.

Hanna and Todd have protested against this attitude on thepart of the state department and have now been treated with
the Wilsonian magnanimity accorded everyone who has so far

tried to protect' the interests of the masses of this nation.
It is very probable that the inatter will not cTpid with the bar-

ring of the representatives of the Federated Preess. It will not
end there if there is any manhood left among th. n:cwspaper
fraternity in the United States.

It is about time that the slimy cabal that has been organizedamong the White Ilousd retainers was exposed for what it is-
a bureaucratic conspiracy against the liberties of the people

of this nation.

Wool and the Government
Mr. Wood, president of the American Woolen company,

closed up his mills. They were his mills, so no one had the
right to complain. Forty thousand lost their jobs, 200,000
souls were threatened with starvation.

The workers are people of all nations: 4taljans, French
Canadians, Lithuanians, Poles, Syrians, and Franco-Belgians.
Of course, patriotic Americans call them "aliens," but they are
just the right people to produce $43,000,000 pr.ofit~ for the
American Woolen company in three years.

It in tough enough that 20.0,000 people had to look some-
where else for work and bread. But what about the govern-
nient?

The givermnerit. t1ol0(1 us that "'produrctiorn" was the need of
the hour. Production and more product ion! And Mr. Wood
slht down his mills.

W'as it because there was an over-production of clothing?
If that were the case, alaothes ought to have been cheap instead
of being out of reach of the working classes. Was it because
there' was no wool? Trie storeho.uses are piled high with wool.

Then what was the reason?
Mr. Wood said he was not satisfied with the 'profits. So he

c ut down his expenses and boosted prices.
And thie goverincut ?

iOh, the government has laws ONLIY FOIl T1tE WORKElRS!
If tlhe workers "conspire" to keep wages up by striking, they
got to ail. If they unite to better their condition, the Lever
Act knocks them on the ti he]ad. Wool and the government are
working hand in hand-against the worker.

Quite so!

Under the Soviet government the Rllussins have a qiueer way
of treating their prisoners. When they capture an E1nglish-
man, they throw him.into jail ard then they glye him a good
meal, for the English like 'to eat. 'Then the guard asks him:
"Are you in Englishman?" Then the prisoner answers: e I am
an Englishman," for he is usually very proud of it. Then the
Russian red guard'goes outland shlortly returmnfi With a lot of
Dolshevik literature for the Englishmain to rnead; and lie is given
plcilty of time to read. Bernar•tl Shaw says it iis very, hard on
the English. This'is the teri'ible punishmuent dealt out to the
prisoners that is causing the Brass Check Press of America to be
filled with thre stories of the way thie reds are treating the pris-
oilers.

We notice that in thIe cut of Assad Juhray, alleged murderer,
appearing yesterday morning in' the two morning papers, the
Shriner's emblem on the fez he is wearing has been blocked
out. Had he been a member of the I. W. W. or of some other
so-called radical organization the fact would have been played
up.in the headlines. " '

Let thie uf1 people rule.

bemocratic -State Ticket
Endorsed by Nonpartisan- League and

Montana Labor League
Governor=LB. K. WHEELER,' Silver Bow County.
Lieutenant Governor-R. C. ARNOLD, Valley County.
Secretary of State-- R , A. FHASTE, Yellowstone

County. . .... i. ,c ac ,
Attorney General--LOUISS. IRVINE, Glacier County
State Treasurer--ELLA b LORD, Cascae..County.
State Auditor-OLE SANVIK, Hill County.
Railway Commissioner-J. P. MEADORS, Richland

County.
Superintendent of Public Instruction - MARGARET

A. HANNAH, Sweet Grass County.
Justices, State Supreme Court-HARLOW P E A S E,

Beaverhead County (6 years); W. W. PALMER,
Custer County (6 years); JOHN A. MATTHEWS,
Broadwater County, (2 years).

Congressmen-BURTON WATSON, Missoula County;
M. M. M'CUSKER, Roosevelt County.

SENATOR MYERS REPUDIATED
'In most emphatic terms the democracy of Custer County cje-,ounces the action of United States Senator Henry L, Myers In]deserting his ticket. The senator's course in eulogizing Dixon

and Riddick is looked upon with the utmost contempt,

A meeting of members' of Custer county democratic centralcommittee was held at the courthouse in Miles City on Tuesday

evening, and consideration was given the action of UnitedStates Senator Mye'rs in bolting the party which has so gener-

ously honored him with political preferment. After a thorough
discussion of the matter the following resolutions.were unani-
mously adopted, instructions also being given the secretary to
forward'copies thereof to the daily press of the state, as well as
to various democratic leaders:

Whereas, this organization has been informed of the shame-
less betrayal of his party by United States Senator Henry L.
Myers; be it

Resolved, by the democratic central committee of Custer
county, that we unreservedly and unqualifiedly condemn and
repudiate the action of Senator Myers in deserting the party
which has so signally honore l him and to which he owes so
many unrequitted obligations, and we denounce his course as
not only treacherous and perfidious but utterly and entirelywithout justification. And we resent, as true, loyal democrats,

the wholly gratuitous insults offered the supporters of Hon.
Burton K. Wheeler and wherein he says lie "cannot stand his
backers and associates." Furthermore, w"e regard with utter
coitempt his maudlin eulogy of the republican .candidate for
governor, and we characterize such utterances as the merest
subterfuge, wholly unbecoming a man holding membership in
the highest lawmaking body of the land. And we beg to call
his attecntion to the fact Jos. M. Dixon has been most active
anmong the reactionary leaders in disparaging, villifying and
abusing, with a malignity heretofore unknown. the great presi-
dent of this nation. Not content with thus stultifying himself
in behalf of Mr. Dixon, he further demeans himself by urging
the re-election of the unspeakable Riddick, a man whom he
must know only attqined his present position through his af-
filiations with the nonpartisan league, an organization which
Mr. Myers is now so busily engaged in denouncing with all' the
invective at his command. We regard Senator Mycrs' efforts
to apologize for his betrayal of the democratic party as merely
a camouflaged effort to conceal some selfish and ulterior mo-
tive, and we extend to him the assurance that in his efforts to
forestall democratic success in the present campaign he. will
receive neither encouragement nor support from theloyal demo-
(rats of Custer county. As men wlho'in the liast have labored
earnestly, zealously.and faithfully to secure for Senator Myers
the fruition of his political ambitions, we canl not but deeply
deplore that he should now at this time display the spirit of an
ingrate, and despite the statements to which lie has given pt!)b-
licity, we can yet hardly bring ourselves to realize that he could
be guilty of the base ingratitude which lie is now exhibiting.
And, be it further

Resolved, that we also join with all true adherents of de-
mocracy in condemnationi of the efforts being made by hybrid
politicians to. form "Independent Voteers cl'ubs," the real pui-
pose of which is to deceive and mislead democratic voters, with
the ultimate object of inducing them to stultify themselves by
voting the reactionary ticket. Wherever such clubs-have been
formed the leaders of the movement are either pliant tools of
interests seeking the attainment of selfish advantages, or they
are disgruntled office-seekers who have been repudiated by
the electorate in their efforts to acquire office. And if the re-
port be true that these "independent" clubs are being financed
by the republican state central committee, that alone should
be sufficient to deter any honest democrat from having any
connection with them whatever.

The capital stock of a bank is like the capital stock of a. co-
operative society. T h ere is no more difficulty in raising capi-
tal for one enterprise than there is for another. Labor must
realize that there is nothhu~ sacred abodu the banking busi-
ness. Banks can be given a co operative character. It is an
easy matter to. buycoal, Sga`'i oiE supplie• of any kind through
a bank and have the commoditiest'distributed to the conyum-
ers. There is no.mystei'y tabout it in fa'ct, it is dead easy and
the wonder is why the workers have not gone into the bank-
ing business long ago instead of'putting their moneyi in a sav-
ings department of the other fellow's bank.

Arthur Brisbane is the highest paid editorial writer. in the
United States. In speaking of Russia in a long leading edi-
torial for the Hearst paperS, he says: "Lenin's brother, 'revo-
lutionist, was hanged by the czar when Lenin was 17 years of
age. Lenin said he would 'get even. He did. He has put the
czar to death.And he. sits as dictator in the room of judgment.
Iuterestinlc tur• in Iistlory. Think what you please of Lenin'
he DID "get even." lie put the czar's system to death as weil.

COUNCIL ESTABLISHES
(Continued from? Pago One)

iage than was being paid' for sul.h
work throughout the country. The
commninicat'on was' signed by tihe
notorious "Raincoat."

'A communication from the I-luyl
Carriers' union statod that the union
-cale as established was $8 for eigitc
hours but that the city engineer wl:,
paying the men only $7 for eight
rours. It declared it was evident
that the city enginer was doing all
in his power to destroy the estub-
lish} d.union' scale..in Butte.

A woriler in the, audience- trore
and said he was one of the men
working. on-'the city; phving. lie
cited *fonm his time book the nunm-
oer of hours he had worked each
day,' tlihe perids during ,'li'ch the
men wer .'laid off and the aerio(ri
during which the work wps done on

e•llnre. w•hen we ,star,ea iV•uor,

he said, "the city engineer told us
we were to get $8 per day. lHe seems
to have forgotten that now."

Alderman Freudenstein declared
it had always been the policy of ih•
city council to recognize the scale
as established by the unions. lle
outed the fact that other organized
workers enmployed by the city had
been granted wage increases and
said it was only just the increase
should be granted to the bodcarriors.
He-I moved the council go on record
as establishing the $8 scale.

Alderman Wilson sarcastically
wanted to know who had granted
the union the $8 scale. The union
spokesman arose and declared that.
all of the recognized contractors had
granted it.

"Name one," said Wilson, "Name
just one."

The union spokesmian named a
number and declared that the only
contractors who had refused to pay
he scale were the few who b ..,
nembers of the Assoclated -Indus-
tries. "They are .contractors with-
unt a contract," he ueclaieut. "'\.

refuse to work for them."
Wilson then quieted down and

more gently' suggested that since
there was a difference of opinion be-
ween the Associated Industries a'd
the unions as to the scale the mat-
ter should be referteu to a cumullli,-
tee.

After Freudenstein and Hess had
declared for a settlement of the
question at ,once, the motion of the
former was put find carried, with all
the councilmen, including Wilson,
voting for the $8.scale.

The city engineer's bi'other, City
Treasurer Herman Strasburger, also
had lis period in the spdt.lligt.
Earlter in the meeting an applyiction
from the city firemen, requesting
permissio!n to audit the city treas-
urer's books was under discussioin.
The city treasurer made a lengthy
statement declaring Ihe had fur-
uished the firemen with a complete
set of copies of all his books and
asserted, that if they Could not
understand his method of Ikeeping
the accounts it was not his fault.
He expressed his objection to an
audit .in his office at this time on
the grounds that he had already
spent s,o!e ,time' on several oc-
casions endeavoring to' show thel
firemen how their disability funds
in the payment of warrants, stood,
and asserted lie could not readily
devote any time to assisting an
auditor.

Fire Chief Martin was called on
and declared on behalf of the fire-
men that there was a determination
on the part of the firemen to find
out winat hat become of the suli of
a752 in connection Wyith their war-
rants. Strasburger explained tlie

,'suing sum was interest lost by the
firemen under the previous regime
,•neu, he said, former City Treasurer
Ward had. issued a warrant call with-
out sufficient funds on hand to re-
deem all the warrants included in
the call. He ,said the call auto-
matically stopped the unpaid war-
rants from drawing interest.

Freut7enstein went to the bat for
the firemen and succeeded in getting
a majority vote in favor of granting
the firemen permipsion to make an
audit at their own, expense. Callow
voted no.

A communication ,from the Ilthto
W\oman's council asking the erlnel-
ment of all ordinance to preventl
boys from riding bicycles oni the
sidewalks, brought. out a st;atlcment(
fromt Chief of Police Murphy. whor
declared that with tile exception of
the few paved streets there was rni
street in the city on Which thoevy
could ride. lie ' asserted tliat b,-
cause of automobiles and street
cars it was highly dangerous to
force childrun to ride their whee"ls
in the 'streets off thle sidewalks. lic
declared children in Butte have veiy
limited places in which to play. ex-
cept on the sidewalks and streets.

A representative of the Gilmant
.Commercial company appeared and
entered protest against the use oni
any of the corporation's properly for
alley purposes, on the ground (h;e
the property adjacent to the Gilmann
property was lessa valuable, and
should be condemned.

In the closing minutes of the
session Alderman Hess .sought to
secure suspension of the rules and
immediate passage of an ordinance
repealing the present slaughter
house ordinance and replacing it
with the one repealed last year. HI-is
effort met with considerable opposi-
tion from Freudenstein and others.
who declared their objections to act-
ing on any ordinance with the con-
tents of which they were unfamiliar.
The ordifiance 'was laid over.

".A' Kansas girl has been sleeping
sevhn days. Here's a suggestiou:
Let someone whisper in hier ea r
that the breakfast' dishes are all
washed and wiped and put away
and see if she doesn't begin to
stretch and yawn and show signs of
waking, up.-Emporia Gazette.

The modern day laborer is more
wretched than the slave of former
times, for he is fed by no master
nor any-one else,-and if his liositioi
is one of more liberty tbIha tihe
slave, it is principally the liberty of
dying of hunger.-Max Nordau.

Well, summer's gone and autumn s
here,

And wise folks now Jegin ter
Fligger how their fuel bills

They're goln(' to pay 'next winter.
-Tennyson 3. Daft 'in' Kauias City

Star.


