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' bad th- - name interdict laid upon K, The eery i

taatufs.'t intention of the Austrian Government
Was. in case war ahould break mat in 'bis part

' of Europe, to keep It a far aloof as possible '

j t ota her provinces, a ad to shift its scene to
the frontiers of Piedmont, the Dunphinc and j

P.orenee.
Ib a eoasaaorrial, aa well as polittci inter,

t, Austria regarded with ao has. jealous aa
eye, the effbrt- - of Swltierland 'o draw to her-

self tue traosit traffiv between I'aly and
Northern Oanaanyi ard ah threw all possible
obstaclea in the war of ibeae efforts. On the
contrary, she caused great works to be ex- -
cured along the two routes that ran aeroa be
country of the ancient Crn, a people thatdia-appaan- d

when th empire of the weat was
broken an, but who left their name to Carniola
and the Oarnic Alps By tbeae routes, Milan
and LomWdv saw tbem.elrea brought !nta
Co "tact with Three others were made
or mended across the Rhetlan aod None Alps
for bringing the north and east of the empire
Into common eation with the important ral'ey
ofAdige. That of Vienna to Trente. along the
valley of tbe Drare or Pueterthal and thr h

gorre, quite new ; that of Ineprnck, on
t'ie contrarr.br the Brenner gorre, acends to
reroo e antiquity, for 'key still show on the
northern alone a m lent one that attaeta th
paaaar of Roman legion.. It waa br this
way that the German emp'rora taraded Italy
whenever the republic of Venice shot aga nst
them the passage through ber territory. Be-

sides, tbe Brenner route leads atrairht Into the
Tvrol, which at every period ha. been the
prom re moat devoted to the bouse of H ipa- -
n rr. the most useful instrument of its
elevation.

'All these routes, that permit an army to be
rapidly conveyed into the moot of 'h plain, of
Italy, hare not yet anpeVed aafficlentto the
Austrian cabinet. They hevdeemed It neees-sar-y

to have a direct opening from tbe moun-
tains to the darby of Milan, that forms tbe
mos advanced par of their posse'siona.
Costly works, of extreme diascaJty. have not
stopped them; thev c r.ti'ved to rffect 'heir
purpose In such a manner that th" road so ob-

tained must be considered ss exclusively a y

one. This route of the Stelv o, that ha
taken the nam of the hirheet rorre it paaaes
throurh. Is unrivalled in the whole vi orld : it
leaves the upper valley of the A'hre at Prad, f

and follows the ralley of the I pper Adda or
Vaheline, after croaaing the A p- - at a higfat of
J.V"' mitres above the aea hat ia to say at
more than 'J00 metres above the 'ine of perpet
nal snow. The slope frequently rise to th
tenth. Tbe lines taken required Bumerous 'a
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army In order not to borrow a narrow atrip
of foreim territory, tl.ev preferred this moat
danrerons pasaage to another thvt was very
near and mo'e convenieat that of SaiB'e
Ma to which a milita-- sonvern-1- . at'arhed.

S il rn, 'he (Bat of tbe Roman generals.
whoe tomb iqjT be seen beneath the chair of
S Ambro.iomat M la- -, crossed it with hi
ler.ons beforetoming into Italv to repel the
Invasion of Ala--- These two passe., Sainte
Marie and the Stelvio. both ran from the Tr'ol
to the Valteliae, and br thi" to the lake of o

and Milan. The one least aeceible haa
been preferred for m'litary eon.iderationa.
Two centuries aro R chelie.i appreciated so
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of the Duke Henri de This exiled
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till defended It interest on thi. foreim Imd.
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wea'her have b-- perceived. Such I", how-
ever, th- - importance, in the eye. of the Aus-
trian officers, of the communication which 'his
rou'e would secure, that they hare not hesita-
ted to have another constructed a little further
o the south, between the valley of the No, a
anil tributarv of the Adi-re- and that of the

Or'io, to rerain the main r ad of Lombard
half way between Milan and Breecia,by cross-- n:

Mount Tonale. Of less birht than the
S e'v o. Mo int Tonale is vet 1,980 me'resbib.
From 'his perseveranc- - in op-ni-nr direct roads
to Milan, we mar jodre of the interest Au-n- a

take in rettinr to this city without beinr
forced to traverse countne in a state of

The Mount Tonale route, com- -

inre 1850, is hardlv finished ret.
The railway, th- - construction of which is

later than that of moat of th. roads we bare
been mer'ioninr. were coneeired in the same
spirit. The first of all aimed at connec'inr
with V -- nna the central plain and chief towns
of Lombardv. This work is accompl'sbed,
and th- - locomotive at art in? from Vienna
reach Trieste, then Venice, Verona, Mn'ua
and Milan. After that ther intima'ed the
mode of tracinr out oher mili'arv ways. The
line carr:ed from Milan to Como ia to" be pro- - i

Ion red toward the Valte'ine ; another runs up
already alonrside of the Adage aa far a Bol- - I

aano or Botzen (tbe town ia called by both
names.) to the border of the I'alian arid Gr- -
man countries, and so enter tbe mounainotts
distric of the TttoI. Branch line wi'l con-
nect the aecondarr State of Italr with the-m- a

n arrrie. Piedmon. however, ba been
excln 'ed rro-- o them, and has onlr been abl- - to
at'ach her line to those of Lombard br lay-- t

hag down rails between Norara and Mi'aa.
Compelled to put an end at .my price to the
iaola'ion of th small lin-- s of rai'a liakinr
Tun., and Allresandria toge'her, this
State haa found its-- 'f constrained to at'empt
th- - t'innelline of Mont Ceni., a rirantic oper-a'io-

to which w- - are bound to wish success
for the honor or himan genius. Besides there '

ia no need of exarrrrating the importance of
railway, as recards the movements of armies ;
thev will serve to supply tfa-- m with provialonB,
and to transport them to within a certain dis-
tance from the y ; brtt it will always be
rery ea.v v nte-.-. p them, and the ro'ling
s'ock that must be used on them will so often
be liable to break down, that the us-- of the
railway will alwars be hieVr precarious in
the immed ate nei- - iborhoo I of theenemv. At

li s m m- -' t, Austria paaseaata alone the ad-
vantage of thee rapid out aa far a 'he
limit of her f onti-r- s; Franc- - aad Piedmon
would be obli red to undcro th- - delays of
crossing con'mes, and journeying by land or

This diderence of position constitute in
itae'f an advantare for Austria, who would
have chance in ber favor of ab'e to
crush Piedmont by the superiori'v of ber
forces, before h- -r ally could possibly support
her: but the topographical conditions of tbe
country offer to Austria other advantaures that
he ha. eadea cored to make tbe moat of. In

f ct the two adve'aaries are far from findinr
tbemselves equally favored, hecanae they pose--

as a mountain s'ope and a portion of the
plain, and the nature of the country readers
the invasion of Piedmont easier than that of
Lombardy. Tbe iaat apace encloaed by tbe
Alps pres-- nt at somedis'ance the moun-
tain a plain unifofmjr lerel. The Po hou'd.
it on the south, beriming from its entrance
in'o the duchy of Parma ; it is only there that
this ri er, by the junction of numerous tr. bu-
tanes, possesses a rolume of water great
enough to acquire any real importance. All
the river of P edmont are in a higher or
'ower decree like o rente, aad the atr-a-

in the Apper.inea are of tbe same nature ;
not on- - of them can serve aa a line of d fense.
The river of Lombardy. en the contrary,
having a lonrer course, and pasainc through
deen lake, lose a part of their rapidity, flow
in wider beds, and have volume of water
that create serious obstacle.. The navirable
canals and those for irriratu n, so very Bumer
ous in the Milanese disri-- T, form artificial

r.e. 'hat kaa- - a .at... .1 O
OAiitrt aico,i

i.--- nave proven iDai ifieae ditnculttea can neaxita.
onlr be triumphed over at tbe coat of heroic
efforta.

While P,edmont poetsee between the Alps
and the Ticmo merely currenta of wa'er

toward the plain of Alleaaandria, w
6nd ob tbe cnntrarv. in the more favored
duchi-- a of Mil.n aad Venice, a series of rirera
all runnioc from north to tvoutb.nerpendicnlar-I- r

to the marcb of armies, and which debouch,
some into the Po, other into the Adriatic.
Nearly all of them are of an identical nature ;

mere torrent near the mountain force", (j,,,
ubtveqiiently traverse a country more pervious

for armies, and form lakes on their reacbine
the plain, which ther fertilize by their numer-
ous arrvl- -t ; then, while constantly slackeninw
their speed, thev surroiind near
their mmjtha with rast marshe, where rice is
.abundantly crown, but which contribute, to
render these tracts aruiah and unhealthy. We
everywhere meet in this cotm'ry with cantta,
hedire, cardens and r nes, all of which forma
a broken crotind moat favorable to defensive
"Iterations. Owinc to this rharacteriatic of
'be soil, tbe reader will not 6 aurpriaed to
le.ra that the proportion of cavalry, usually a
bf'b or sixth in arm es deatiaed to act in a level
country, b reduced ao low aa a tenth in those
which have to operate ia Lombardy.

The Vent aao rirera, 'hat rarely form lakea,
are more torrential than thoe la the duchy of
Milan, aad themselves ir more extensive
marshes tbat are iavadinr the entire coaat of
the Adriatic ; but, with the exception of tbe
rlve. ttjy form but poor lines of defense.
Temporary fortified works harr been raised at

flerent periods on 'be banks of the Ptav and
the Tacliamento, but Uieir impor:aiiee is alicht.
Such loiur lines can alwars be cro.ssd at any
point lees carefallr ruarded than tbe rest, and
the scattered defender are compelled to make
divercent and diaastUoaa iwtroa'jt.

For tbe re, tbeae tranareraal linea are not
the only one, dot even the reedtt baaaa

for the country. Thtreattadan'ae-- e

a, ., ' i'e ft m ri.'in IB nij t.'ua.av iut ow- -.
P, ' ,r' ",r " etootl aesaion of the Trrol. a mountaiao an clusterro.d. hFraae. i.to If. v. ,h- - one that ex'enl. in'o the plain and overawe. ,t lik-- r

! .
tvord-r- e of the a citadel. It leave only a narrow strip of

p4,i' co ,'DrJ' ffmri'ue t fhia J cround beween the M laoese dis'r r and V-
een urv - r 'j,' tbat often I netia. Tbe small breadth of this str'p i. fur-ra- n

aiooc tne le. ges Irter- - ther e.,er.ed br the lke Garda, and br 'he

.i!0' "',r',,' which the Mlittrio s before itlnr ceTTiera or I
- i..jui a,c'', J"B, ' latre, joins 'he rirer in which it ia abeo-bed- Tie

. avfrne ana tin trine, I rerrrhee. enables alpine mass of the Tyrol, th is thrown iatc the
row tv cro. trie passes of very center of Italr, has always furnished the

o treat elevation, the ch ef of which i. th. Emperor of Germany with a basis of
Genoa i row alao conner'ed wi'h t cnt atraiaat the penintmU, and ha bee the

h- - towns of Pteomoet by means n railwav. obstacle to the independence of this eoiin'ry.
The second crvod road, orer yh 'h rehie'e. Eve-- , at be preaent day it ia at th outlet of
can ran, and wh'ch crosses "A'P we.-t-. j these Cvices tbat ws Bkee' wtti the forresaea
wa-dl- is that of Mo'tt -- eis decree br t'.e in which t stria baa eatabliahed the c ite- f
Emrveeor Napoleon I. of wheh Anat ia did not her militarr domination : it is In the mountains
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