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nation, in all our trials,
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ticular to the amendments adopted at London,
on the 17th October, 1850, between the two
vevernments. It will be recollected that this
treaty was rejected by tbe British govern-
ment because of its object, en to the tut and
important amendment of the Senate to the
article relating toRua'an and the other islands
in the Bay of Honduras. It is a source of
sincere satisfaction to all classes of our fel

and especially tho e ergaged in

in time of peace, has been abandoned. This
was by far the most dangerous questiaa to the
peace of the two countries which haa ais'.ed
since the war or 1812. While it remained
ooen thev might, at any momrnt, have been

dr.eed bv the forcible search of American mar- -
chant es,es by British cruisers on the coast
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With France, our ancient and powerful ally,
our relations continue to be of the most friend-
ly character. A decision baa recently been
made by a French judicial tribunal, with the
approbation of the imperial government, which
cannot fail to foster the sentiments of mutual
regard that has so long resisted between tbe
two countries. Under the French law rc per- - j

son can serve in the arm; of France unless j

he be a French citizen.
Tbe law of France recognizing the natural

right of expatriation, it follows aa a aerrsaa- - j

lost Lis native character. He cannot there-
fore be compelled to serve in the French ar-

mies, in cae he should return to bis native
country. These principles were announced in
152 l y the French minister of war, and in

French judiciarv. In these, two nativ-- a of
France have been discharged from the French
army, because they had become American cit-
izens. To employ the lat guage of our prea- -
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same extent as though tbey bad drawn their
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nize no distinction between our native and
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The ratificatinna of the trealy with Japan, I

concluded at Yeddo on the 29th of July, 18i8,
were exchanged at Washington on the C.'J of
May laat, and the trea'y itself was proclaimed
on the succeeding day. Tuere is good reason

rreaae. Tbe ratification? of the treaty were
exchanged with unusual solemnity. For this
purpose the Tycoon had accredited three of
liis most diatinguished ministers plenipoten-
tiary, who were received and treated with
marked distinction and kinilneas, br.th by the
Government and people of the United States.
There is every reason to be'ieve that they
have returned to their land, entirely
satisfied with their visit and inspired by tbe
moat friendly feelings for our country Lt ua
ardently Lope, ;in the language of the treaty
itaelf, that there shall henceforward be per et-u- a

peace and friendship, between the ITnited
Slates of America and Lis majesty the Tycoon
of Japan and his au.cesors.

B5AI1L.
With the wise, conservative and liberal em-

pire of Brazil, our relations continue to be of
tbe most amicable character.
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The exchange of the ratifie ions of the
convention with tbe republic of ew Grenada,
eigned at Washington on the 1 a of Septem-'o- m

ber, 1857, baa been long delayed acciden
tal causes, for which neither party is censura-abl-

Tneae ratifications were dulv exchang-
ed in this city cn the 5th of November last.
Tbua has a controversy been amicably settled,
which had become so serious at the period of
my inauguration as to require me, on the 17th
of April, 1S57, to direct our minister to de--

ge her with other claims of our citizens, which
had been long urged in vain, are referred for
adjustment to a board of commissioners. I

j
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I tnt recommend the legislation necessary to!
j carry B mto tnct- -
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effort was employed to induce the bos'ile par-
ties to vote at the e'ection cf delrgatea to
frame a State constitution', acd afterwards a!
the election to decide whether Kansas ahould
be a slave or free Stale.

tablie.Vd by Congress. A be'.l
ever, seemed soon after to prev
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tive.
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It (a with great satisfaction I communicate

tbe fact that, since tha date of my last annual
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