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or f.mr. But as the bright aid warm snu broke j

cheerful! rom the heavens and dispelled the j

thick mint which for mtiny hoars brooded over J

the plain and intercepel tbe view of ob-c- t

distant not more thin three or four huadrej
yards, it bectma moe and more obvious, even
to the least experienced eye, what a tnasrnifi-cen- t

position was occupied by the Confederate
army, and how wisely and sagaciously the
around bad been choseu by Gen. L-- e It must
have been a moment of pr jud eratifieatio.i to
Gen Lie, and tho who nndor him
have (rained ever i -- easin? distinction, when
they realised bsyon all caption that the cne--

ray was aboui to fo an attack under circum-hav- e

insured defeat had
ado bv the bravest discip-ie- .

and which reined the
rout of the disheartene and loosely coop led
troops of Gen Burrsid to an absolute certain ty
As tie observer stooc on the range of hills
whith impend over ederickjburg on the South,
and glanced bin eye town upon the town, and,
right and left, along the low swelling ridges
which extend from the river on his left, and,
tannine the arc of a serai-circl- e, strike the river
SeThin about rix miles below on bis right, he
might have challenged the most deeply Tead
siU'lent ot military tiistory to proancj any pre-

cedent in which battle has ever been delivered
under circumstances more unfavorable to the
assailing party, or upon groond from which any
great master of the art of war would more natu-
rally have recoiled, had the initiative remained
within his own option.

POSITION OF THE REBEL ARMY.

The Rappahannock, in its course from west
to east, is skirtod, just at the point where Fred- -

er.ckbnre Ftanda on its l baitk. by low
creets cf hills, which on tl ; northern bank run
parallel and close to the rr er, and on the south
ern bank tread backward i ore the stream, and
leave a semi-circul- plain six miles in length
and two or three in depth, inclosed within their
circumference before they asrain approach the
river in the neighborhood o Massapnnax c.rek.
Immediately above the to n, and on the left of
tbe Confederate position, tl s biulfs are bold and
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THE GENERAL! MAND AND DIVISIONS OF

TROOPS.
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corps, the ground between Gen. Hood's right
and the railroad at Hamilton's ayoasing was
mostly held by the lare division commanded
by that excellent officer, Gen A. P. Hill. Be-

hind the line of Gen. A. P H:ll, tbe division of
Gen. D. H Hill was h-- ld in reserve. To the
right of On. A. P Hill, tbe division once comm-

and-id by Gen. Ewell, who lost his leg (if I
mistake not) at iha second battle of Manassas,
but now commanded by Gen. Eariy, held the
woods right up to and acrOEs tbe railroad at
Hamilton's crossing. In front of Gen. Early
the powerful artillery of Colonel Walker was
thrown forward, to fire, as was expected, into
tbe Fjiemy's lUt.k. Across, or to the east of the
railroad, on tb extreme Confederate right, Gen.
J. E B Stort, with his cavalry and horse artil-

lery, covered the flank of the Confederate line,
his rear almost resting upon Massapouax cresk.
MOVEMENTS OF THE UXION TROOPS THE

REBELS ON THE "OLD FLAG "
As regards the disposition of the Federal

troops, nothing mora is known than that tbe
three great bodies of troops were commanded,
that on the Federal right by General Snmner,
that on the Federal centre by General Hooker,
and that on the Federal left by G;neral Frank-
lin It is estimattd that not less than 40.000
troops were eng'-- d in the attack directed by
General Sumner, and that 50 000 were employed
on tht Federal center and left.

Friday, the 12th of December, was employed
try the Federal gen-r- al in arranging and mass
ing Uteir troops tor trie next day s aitacs Act
ive skirmi'hir.ir was kept up by the pickets on
both sides for several hours, and in th after
noon, with a view to feeling the Confederate po
sition, tbe heavy Frdeial guns thundered across
Sm river, and wen- ouly feebly replied to by the
ba'terifs on the Conted-rat- o left. IbesoHmni
ty of the immediate!) approaching bttle cast
i"s shadows over tbe sc-u- ud ;htt earn stues
and vf demeanor which, on the eve
of Bi"ia uious even's, overtake even the moat
garrnious and thoug s, re'gned unmistaka-
bly npon every cjontei ante. At night, as tbe
picket of the two armies were stn.-nec- i within
a I u drej vari'-- of,rch other, the Confederates
con Id hesr the earnest and tmpassioned speeches
uf Federal orauoa roiwitig Ue spirit of their
troop-- , and making appeal to tbe
sanctity of the "old flg" "Too oid flag w

played out'" shouted the Confederates in reply
"Som now," remarked one ot the Cottteder.ts
to me 'there a, us: be a want of grit among the
Yankees ; otherwise tbey wouldn't waut ail this
talking to."

It is impossible not to contrast the spirit of
the two armies the Confederates so calm, so
resolute, so sarieiiad with their generels. so

yet rfjsicing to snffer as long as hard-nhi-

is the price of liberty: the Federals, lashed
into t'je field by the tbong of golden bounties,
and in the field lathed against the enemy by the
invective and appeals of abie spokesmen, so
distrustful of their generals and each other, so
pamp-ie- o and yet so dusaUshed the aurora
boreaiis whch overspread the heavens, and
darted blood-re- d tongues of flame swifciy from
the meridian down to tbe horizon, was accepted
by the Confederates as the cross outlined on the
sky was accepted by Constaniine an earnest
of assured victory.

THE DAY OF THE BATTLE.

December 13, 1862 The morning of tbe
3th of December a memorable day to the his-

torian of tbe decline and fall of tbe American
repnitlic broke still and warm, while as on the
preceding day, a thick haze enveloped the town
of Fredericksburg and the circumjacent valley,
and delayed the opening of fire by the antago-
nistic baiterie until the sun had boen up some
three or four hours. It was strange to contrast
Saturday, the 13:h of September, with Saturday
the ti.h. and to compare the intense cold of tbe
earlier Saturday with the spring-lik- e warmth
an"; calmness of the Utter. The day which I
am describing was one of those outbursts of
that Indian summer which lingers long and
fondly in beautiful Virginia; the morning haze
which shrouded heath, and plain, and forest,
was the ordinary prelude to the warmth and
glow of the sun at noonday. As the fog lifted
about ten in the morning and the sun burst
through the clouds, the long lines of thfl Federal
army, which had paased tbe whole preceding
day in deploying and preparing for the attack,
were distinctly visible in the- - plain, and gave
awful indications of the amount of tbe Federal
host which bad crossed the river. The. Confed
erato army, wholly undaunted by the extrava-
gant stories about the strength of their foe,
watted calmly, drawn up for the most part
within the. fringe of tho woods, confident in their
position and in tha valor which has never failsd
them.

STRENGTH OF THF. REBEL ARMY.

And here it may be as well finally to dispel
those illusions under which it is the custom of
tbe Northern press to veil tbe disgrace of defeat,
when the fact itself admits of no denial. Tbe
whole number of Confederates in the field this
day did not exceed from 80,000 to 90,000 men.
Of tlies" some 25.000 men taking the very high
est estimate, took part in the fight. By the ur-

gent entreaty of several of the leading Confede
rate generals, it has long been sought rather to
keep down than to swell the numbers f tbe
Southern army. It is well known to the saga-
cious generals of the Confederacy that such an
array as obeyed General Lee's command this
day, if well handled, and imbued with a fine
spirit, is more than a match for any number that
can be led against them Tho .ta m-n- ts of the
Federal Secretary of War. to the effect that he
has 00 000 men at this moment in his pay,
carry com'ort rather than dismay to the hearts
of the Confederates. So cumbrous and un-
wieldy a machine as the Federal army catinot
but break down by its own weight and by the
Vast amount of transport which its pampered
soldiery requires ; and, in addition to many
other testimonies to its immobility, tbe statement
of the Princ? de Joinville, that one railroad is
not sufficient to supply sued n army as Gooeral
MeCi-- l an led airainst R;ebmoi!d. will ctvrry
conviction to t e Eu'ooean ub'ic

THF. ARTILLERY l" PLAY.
It is n)e to describe the nost-tion- s

ef of the numorons Co e bat-teri-

which ttretoifed along the length f their
six rriife line, of bvtle. It will suffi.t if I indi- -

a - the batteries v?h c'n wre most hotly en.
asred .nd b r t'-- b'utt of the action By

ar i:o m.ni importont position was occupied
by the Washington Ar'illery, commanded by
Col Walin, of New ard DOVed on
the bights in lbe immediate neighborhood of
F.t not more than tour hundred

ar ' ; from 1o town. Tsese hijrhts, which are
of that altitude which is mt favor-

able for- 'he p'ay of artillery, are snrmonot--d

by a brick ho asp now ridd'el by roand hot
belonging to Mr Marye, and sre commonly
call- I Maryc"s higbfe. At their base a road
winds, prcv-ot- ed on one side by the oil's, and
on the othsr by a solid s;one wall, about four
feet in bight, over w' ich a brigade of Confed-
erates, themselves parfoctlv sheltered, poured
the deid!i-- st and most eSFictive of a A
little furthor back, to the southeast of Marye's
bights, stands another and higher kill,
from whieh the moat commanding v'ew of
the entire field ia obtainable, and which, as
it is the usual station of the commander

is now known as Gan. Lse's Hill. From
this hill, during a large portion of Situ-day- ,

a 3-- pounder Parrott gun, cast at the Tredegar
works, in Richmond, poured a destructive fire
into the Federals. Suddenly, about 3 o'clock
in the afternoon, on its thirty-sevent- discharge,
this gnn burst with a dreadful explosion, but,
happily, did no injury to any of theby-stander-

At tbe moment ot its explosion. Captain f h'.l-lip- s.

of the Grenadier Guard favorably re-

marked this day for his behavior under fire
Major Vensbles, of General Lee's staff, and Major--

Haskell, were conversing within a few feet
of the gun. Their escape, without injury, was
little less than rniracu'oua. As the Confederate
line tends away to the right, the batteries of Gen.
Hood's division were actively engaged against
the advancing columns of Pennsylyanians ;

but next to the batteries on Marye s hights, and
General Lee's bill, I should say that the artil-
lery commanded by Colonel Walker took the
most effective part in the action, as it ' poured a
flanking flre into the enemy's left. One
other batfsry deserves favorable mention,
which it obtained in the short and modest
rep wt of the bsttle which emanates from the
pen of General Lee. On the extreme light
of the Confederates, in front of the position oc-

cupied by Gen. Stuart's cavalry, a few batteries
of uart's horse artillery were thrown forward

k the Federals, between Wlker's anil-i- d

the river. Geo. Stuart ordered Major
'etham, his chief of artillery, to advance
n considerably toward the enemy, and to

open upon him. Major Pelham obeyed, and
opened the fire of a twelve-pounde- r Napoleon
gun with great precision and deadly effect into
the Federal flauk. The galling discbarges of this
gun quickly drew upon it tha fire of three Fed-

eral field batteries, while from across the river
two other heavy batteries joined in the strife,
and made Maj r Pelham and his gun their tar-

get. For hours not less than thirty Federal can-

non strove to silence Major Pelham's pop-gu- n

and str ive in vain. The unyielding and unde-

monstrative courage of Major Pelham, his com-

posure under the deadliest fire, have long made
him conspicuous, but never were his noble qual-

ities the subject of more glowing oulogy than
upon this occasion. Gen. Lee exclaimed : "It
is inspiriting to see such glorious courage in one
so young." (Major Pelham is not more than
22). Gen. Jackson remarked: ' With Pelbam
tepon either flank I could vanquish the world."
GENERALS LEE, LONGSTREET AND JACKSON.

At half pastS, A M., General Lie, accompa-
nied by Ris full staff, rode slowly along the
front of th6 Confederate lines from left to right,
and took up his station for a time beyond Ham
ilton s Crossing, ani in rearot tui battonei on
tbe extreme Confederate right. It would be
presumptuous in me to say one word in com-
mendation ot the serenity, or, if I may so ex
press it, the unconscious uignity ot uanerai
Lee's courage, when he is under fire. No one
who sees and knows his demeanor in ordinary
life would expect, anything else from one so

so undemonstrative and unassnming.
But the description applied to dim of Alma to
Lord Raglan, by Marshal St Arnaud, and in
which noticing Lord Raglan's unconsciousness
under fire, he speaks of his "antique heroism,"
seems to me so aoplicabie to General Le- - that I
cannot forbear recalling it here. At a subse-
quent period of the day General Les assumed
b Ktation on the hill which takes its name
fe-- him, tnd thence, in company with

Long-trW- calmly watched the repnlse
D the repeated Federal efforts against the hights
on which he stood. Occasi 'nally General Jack-
son rod- - up to tbe spot and mingled in'conver
afjon with the other two leading generals. Once

General Longs'reet exclaimed to him, " Are you
not seared by that fi':e of Yauke s you have
before you down there ?" to wli h General Jack- - j

sou replied. "Wait till tney come a iiltie nearer,
they chall either scire me or I'll scare

th- m "
OPENING OF THE FIGHT.

Ttie batMe opened when the gnn had let in
enough light through the mist to disclose the
near proximity ot the federal hues and held
batteries. The first shot was fired shortly be
fore 10 A m , from the batteries in the Federal
center, and wss directed against General Hood's
division. The Pennsylvania reserves advanced
boldly under a heavy fire against the Confede
rates, who occupied one of the copsewood spurs.
and were, tor a time, permitted to bold it ; but
presently me uoniederate batteries opened on
them and a determined charge of tho texans
drove the Yankees out of the wood in a confu
sion from which .nothing could subsequently
rally them. Simultaneous a hfavy fare issn- -

e I from the batteries of General A. P Hill's
and Early's divisions, which was vigorously
replied to by the Federal field batteries. The
only advantage momsntarily gained by tbe
Federals in this quarter, and which is no-
ticed in General Lee's report, was on the
occasion of tb8 collapse of a regiment of North
Carolina conscripts, who broke and ran, but
whose place was rapidly taken by more intrepid
Hueeessors. The cannonading now became
general along the entire lino. Such a scene, at
once terrific and sublime, mortal eye never res-

ted on before, unless the bombardment of Sabas-top- ol

by the combined batteries of France and
Eogland revealed a more fearful manifestation
of the kate and fury of man The thundering,
bellowing roar of hundreds of pieces of artilfery,
the bright jets of issuing flame, the screaming,
hissing, whistling, shrieking projectile, the
wreathes of smoke, as shell after shell barst
into the air, the savage crash of round shot
among the trees of the shattered forest, formed
a Bceno likely to sink forever into tho memory
of all who witnessed it, bat utterly defying ver-
bal delineation. A direct and enfilading fire
swept each battery npon either side as it was un
masked; volley replied to volley, crash succeed-
ed crash, until the eye lost all power of distin-
guishing the lines of combatants, aud the plain
seemed a lake of fire, a seething lake of molten
lava, coursed over by incarnato fiends, drunk
with fury and revenge
THE FEDERALS TWICE REPULSED WITH GREAT

SLAGHTER.
Twice tbe Federals, gallantly led and han-

dled by their offie-rs- , dashod atrinst the forces
of Gen. A. P Hdl aud Gen. Eirlv, and twice
they recoiled, broken and discomfitted, and in-
capable of being again rallied to the fray. The
Confederates drove them with horrid earnago
acres the plain, and only desistad from their
work when they came under the fire of the Fede-
rals batteries across the river. Upon the ex-
treme Confederate right Gn. Stuart's horse ar
tillery drove hotly upon the fugitives, aad kept
up the pursuit, subsequently understood to
have been effective until after dark. Upon tbe
uomeaerate tert, wn re the antagonist, fought
upon more egual terms, the equality of loss by
the Confederates was greater than on the Con-
federate right ; the Federal loss in offic-r- s and
men far outbalanced that of tl.eir opponents.
Gen Bayard, the beat cavalry officer in the
Federal service, and almost on the eve of the
day which would have witnessed his nuptial.---

shared his rate. Mny other general officers
were carried to tbe Federal rear, grievously
wounded ; whereas, of the Confederates, ouly
one officer of rank (Gen Gregg) fell upon the
right, and only one (tian. (J bb) upon the left.
MAGNIFICENT ACTION F THE IRISH BRIGADE

THE MEN OF FONTESOY, ALBUERA AND
WATKRIAtO ECLIPSED.

the battle, which had dashed fari-ouei-

against the lines of G-- n Hood, A P Hill
and Early, was little m-n- e thau child's play, as
comoared with the onslaught directed bv tin
p...t..ral in th-- imtne-tuK- j neighborhood of
Fredericksburg The impregaion tha' tho Con-
federate bttte-.-je- w 'uld not fire heavily upou
the Federals advancing in this quarter, for fear
of injuring the town of Ffderickuborsr;. is be-

lieved to hav amoug th- - Northern
generals. How b:t-erl- th-- y deceived

ubs qaent ev-tnt- s served to snow. To
the Iriah division, comrianded by Gen Mna-ghe- r,

was principally commuted the desperate
task of bursting out of the town of Frederic to

and forming under the withering fire of
the Confederate batteries, to attack Marye's
Hights, towering immediately in their front. to

Never at Fentenoy. Albnera or st was
more undoubted courage displayed by tho sons
of Erin than during-- those six frantic dashes
winch they directed against the almo.st impreg-
nable position ot their foe. Thre are stories
that General Magher harangued his troops in
impassioned language on the morning of th
I3',h, and plied them extensively with the whisky to
fjuud in the cellars of Fredericksburg. After
witnessing the gallantry and devotion exhibited
by his troops, and viewing the hillsides for
acres strewn with their corpses thick as au-

tumnal leaves, the spectator can remember
nothing but their desperate courage, and regret
that it was not exhibited in a holier cause. That
any mortal mrn could have carried the position
before which they were wantouly sacrificed, a
defended as it was, it seems to ms idle for a mo-

ment to believe. But the bodies which lie in
dense masses within forty yards of the muzzles
of Colonel Waltoa's guns are the best evidence
what manner of men they were who pressed ou
to death with the dauntlessness of a race which
has gained glory on a thousand battle-field- s, and
never more richly deserved it than at the foot of
Mrye's hights on the 13-- day of December,
1862.

DEMORALIZATION OF THE ARMY.

An opportunity of sending this letter, with
an encouraging prospect of its reaching Eng
land, compels me to defer a further account
of the gallant "defense on the Confederate
left of the town of Fredericksburg, and of
the battle field, until a,, subsequent letter.
But it is imporiant to aad that, even at this
early date, there are abundant evidences that
the Confederates, themselves sustaining but a
loss of about eighteen hundred killed and
wounded, have indicted upon their enemy a
defea, from which it will take him months
and months to recover. Such was the de-

moralization this evening of the Federal
troops, as tney ran through the streets and
cowered in tbe cellars of Fredericksburg, that
hundreds ef soldiers exclaimed, "You may
shoot us down, may hang us. or do what you
like, but back there," pointing at Marye's
bights, "we will not go again." I forbear

giving the different reports of the Federal loss
which place it at appalling figures, aad yet are
believed not to be far from the truth. It is not
likely that tbe full details of this battle will be
generally known ia the North foi weeks an
weeas; sun, alter the failure ot this last an
feeblest of all the Federal attempts to reac
Richmond, with tbe Northern array unnerve-
demoralized and starting asunder like a broken
Dow, the Irish and Germans are again tempts
to embark in so hopeless a veuture. then is th
conclusion irresistible that in addition to all tbe
shackles of despotism which they are allf god to
liivii . ftV : - .1 i I f.uciuuu uioui lu curope, luey nave ion
also that most valuable attribute of humanity
wuicu is cauna common .sense.

TBE i'9.rrD:t:A ri conttttBSii.
SENATE.

Monday, February 9, 1S63.
The Senate met at 12m, Mr. Orr, of South

Carolina, in the chair
JUDICIARY.

Mr. Hill, of (ieorgia, introuucid a bill to
amend the . 40th section of an act to establish
the Judiciarv ef the Confederacy, approved
Juarci iO. IBb4

Referred to the Judiciary Committee.
EXCHANGE OF BONDS BETWEEN THE CONFFD-ERAT-

STATES GOVERNMENT AND THE SEV-

ERAL STATES
Mr Barnwell, of South Carolina, from the

committee of Finance, reported back the ioiut
resolutions for an exchange of bonds betw.'en
the Confederate Government and tbe several
li . . . . .....
omies, witn the recommendation that it do not
pass

On motion of Mr. Phelan the resolutions were
laid on the table.
r LRLOT.GHS FOR WOUNDED OFFICERS AND

SOLDIERS
Mr Sparrow, from tba Military commi t'ee, re-

ported back the bill grunting furloughs to
wounded officers and soldiers, with the recom
mendatien that it do not pass. The bill was laid
on the table.

IMPRESSMENTS.
ijrMr. Haynes, from the Judiciary committee,
reported hack Bsverat senate bills on the subject
ot imoresments, with the foliowiDer as a sab- -

s'.tture tor tnem all am severally:
A HI to Negotiate the Taking of Private Property for

Public Use, and the Ae smeut of Compuasatiou
Therefor.
Sec'.Un 1. The Congress of the Confederate

St of America do enact, That when by due
diliirenc private prop-.rt- y essential for the usa
of tho army of the Confederate States ennnot bs
procured or purchase! by tbe persons cr

named, in cases of absolute necessity, it may be
taken in the following manner:

Sec. 2. That such property shall be taken by
a bonded quartermaster or commissary, or ome
person dnly a ithorizcd by him in writing, which
writing shall be exhibited to the owner or par-
son having control of said property at the timo
and before the said quartermaster or commissary
or me person autnonzsa as aforesaid shall take
the same.

Sec 3. That the owner or person having con-
trol of said property, or the officer or porson
hereinbefore authorized to take tho same, shall
ea-i- select one disinterested citizen as apprais-
ers from the neighborhood, district or parish,
unconnected with the army, who shall take an
oath that they are not interested in said pro-
perty or appraisment, and that they will well
and truly fix and determine the valne thereof
and the amount ol compensation which may be
just. And in case of disagreement botween
said appraisers, they shall choose a third citizen
of said neighborhood, district or parish, in like
manner unconnected with tbe army, as an um-
pire to dec de uhder a like oath as aforesaid the
matters in dispute. Provided that the said ap-
praisers shall have the power, and it Is hereby
marie their duty to administer to each other all
necessary oaths prescribed by this act to the
same extent as belongs to any judge or justice
of tho peace in any Slate.

Sec. 4. That the officer or person taking pri-
vate pro, as aforesaid for public use, shall,
at the time Oi jaid taking, to the owner, his
agent or attorney, the compensation fixed by tl e
said appraisers, and shall also give to the owner
or person controlling said property a certificato
over his official signature, specifying the bat-
talion, regiment, brigade, division or corps to
which ho belongs, that said property is essentia!
for the use of the army, could not be otherwisa
procured and was taken through absolute neces
sity ; setting forth the time and rlac?, whan and
where taken, the amount of compensation fixed
by said appraisers, and the sum, if auy, paid for
the same. Said certificate shall be evidence for
the owner as well as of the taking of said prop
erty for the publ-- use. as the right of the owner
to the amount of compensation nxed as afore
said. And in case said officer or person taking
said property shall have f tiled to pay the owner,
Ins agent or attorney, said compensation a 9

hereinbefore required, the said owner shall be
entitled to the speedy pavment of the same by
the proper dishnrsing officer, which, when so
paid, shall bo in full satisfaction of all claim
against the government of the Confederate
St-ie-

S-- c 5. That before any officer or person au
thorized as aforesaid shall be entitled to take the
private property of the owner for pabl;c use,
under the provision, of this act. the said ap-
praisers upon their oaths to act faithfully and
impartially between th owner and Confederate
government, snail say tntt the sid property is
DCt essentially ry for tho support of the
ewner and his family, and not absolutely

fo carry on his ordinary agricultural and
manufacturing business until the harvesting of
the ensuing crop

Sec 6. That no offi er shall take, for the pub-
lic use, and use and occupy the lands of anv
citizen of any State, except for posts, depots,
ordnance pnrposes, fortifications, encampments
and battle fields without his consent ; nor take
for use and occupation the houses of any citizen,
nor qurter officers or troops therein, without the
consent of the owner, nor take aud use his of
household farniture. except when uch bouse
an3 tornitnre s all be absolutely necessary for
hospital purposes for the use of the sick ani
wounded, and when suitable houses and furni-
ture cannot be otherwise, on the exerc;se of d io no
diligence, procured to meet the smargency :

wh;ch hortse and fa- niture, when taken a afore
said, shall be protected from injury a mu h is
practicable, and delivered up to the owners as
soon as tb" emergency will allow.

Bsc 7 That jus'.' compensation shall be paid
the owner, ager.t.s or attorr.eys, for the occu-

pation of said booses and furniture by the prop-
er disbursing ofliceT, to be fixed by appraisers

be selected and sworn as aforesaid The offi-
cer or surgeon taking said house and furniture
aha!' trive the owin-r- . his are.t or attorney, a
certificate as hereinbt fore required of quarter-
masters aud commissaries, which shall be in ho
like manner evidence for the owner of tho tak-
ing of said houss-- aud furniture for the public
use, of the use and accuoation of, the same, and but

his right te the immediate compensation
therefor.

S?c. 8. That any commisoioned or t
officers or privatu, who shall violate

the provisions of this act, shall b-- tried before
the military court of the corps to which he is
attached, on complaint made by tha owner or
other person, and, on conviction, if an officer,
he shall be csshiered and put into the ranks as

private, and, if a private, he shall goffer such
punishmeai, not inconsistent with military law,
as the court may direct.

SUPREME COURT.
The bill for the organization of the supreme

court of the Confederate States being the next
business in order, Mr. Bsnrwell, of 8outh Car-
olina, moved that, with the consent of the gen-
tleman entitled to the floor, the further consid-
eration, of that subject be postponed, that the
Senate might take up and act upon a bill of
pressing importance, tho bill to provide for the
farther issue of treasury notes.

Mr. Wigfall said he was entitled to the floor,
but would gladly give way. The bill to organ-
ize the supreme court could be taken up any
tim-j- , whereas the bill mentioned by tbe senator
from South Carolina was one of the last impor-
tance.

The supremo court bill was postponed, and
the senate agreed to take up the bill to provide
fcr the issuance of treasury notes aud other
purposes.

On the motion o Mr. Barnwell, of South
Carolina, the finance committee's substitute for
the bill was taken up.

When upon tbe further motion of Mr. Barn
well, of South Carolina, the Senate resolved into
gecrtit session

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES.
Tbe proceedings were opened with piayer by ''

Rev. Dr. Barrows, oi the First Baptist church.

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, was grt
ot absence in consequence of the si--

member of his family.
Mr. Ayer, of Sjuth Carolina, w

leave of absence in consequence of s

THE ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT
Mr. Botaler. of Virginia, introduced bill to

authorizo the purchase of certain real estate- for
the nse of the ordnance department Referred
t ) the committee on ordnanca and ordnance
h tores.

PUNISHMENT OF DESERTERS.
Mr. Dargaa, of Alabama, introduced a bill for

the ponisomcut, of in certain cases.
Referred to the military committee.

CHAPLAINS.
Mr. Drgan also introduced a hill lo amend

the acts relatine to chaola;nt ia the armv. R- -
ferrcd to the military committee.

HOSPITALS AND TRANSPORTATION.
Mr Clopton, of Alabama, offsrod a resolution.

which was agreed to. instructing the omm e

on tha medical department to inauire into
the expediency of establishing ona or mire hos
pitals in each State, ao-- of providing for the
transportation to such hospitais of the sick and
wounded sildiers from such respectively
who may be unfit for service for thirty jays.

THE MESSAGE AND REPORTS.
Mr. Foster, of Alabama, offere! a resolution.

which was agreed to. instructing the committee.
on printing to inquire into thr expediency of
pnnti g fivn thousand more copies of th t Presi- -

nt s m ssage and the department reports.
At tbi point Mr Foote moved that the house

go into secret session. Rejectsd.
THE E "PATRIOTS."

Mr. FtT of Alabama, offered the following:
Resolved, That the committe" on militarv at

fans b- instructed to report a bill prov'ding for
the conscribing and placing in tha pnbhc sjr
vice in the field every white ma.e citizen resi-
dent or sojonrter within the Cotfederat States.
without regard to age, physical ability, tra 'e.
profession or pursuit, whenever it may be satis
factorily ascertaiaed that such citizen, resident
or soj inrner. has refused to receive Confederate
money iii payment for any articli sold or offered
for sale by him, and any such citizen, resident
or so)our:or in the' Co federate Sta'as shall also
be madp and held liable to b? conscribed and
placed in te nub ic servico in the field, for sel- -

ing or at.einyting to sell any article whatever.
at an advance of more than per cent, npon
tha.pricei charge two years ago for articles of
the same kind and quality, whether tho same b;

sea tor dress or consumption, or tor any pur
pose whatever.

1 ha resolution was rejected yeis22, nays 55
Mr. Chilton, of Alabama, submitted a motion

to reconsider, which lies over.
FLOGGING IN THE ARMY TO BE ABOLISHED

Mp. Smith, of Alabama., pres-.-iito- the momo- -

al of the 43d Alabama reehnent (in ramn at
Cumberland gap), io relation to the iniquitous
prattise of flagging in the army, giving m
instances of great cruelty, aad asking that the
rights of the soldier.-- : may be protected by
proper legislation.

Afternhe paper had been read, Mr. Miles of
South Carolina, said that ha had been instructed
by the committee on military affairs to report a
bill to abolish flogging in the army. If-th- house
would grant permission he would introduce it
now.

Mr. Smith said that he had prepared a bill,
which he thonght would command the approba-
tion of the house He moved a suspension of
the rule requiring bills to be referred.

The metion was agreed to, and Mr. Smith in- -

troduced the following bill :

"The Congress of the Confederate Stales do
enact, That from and after tha passage of this
act, it shall not be lawful for any court martial
to cause auy soldiers in the service of the Con-
federate States to be punished by whipping or
the infliction of stripes upon his person, and that
all 'aws and customs contravening the provi-
sions of this act be, and the same are hereby re-

pealed."
Mr. Miles offered the following as a substi-

tute for the bill :

' The Congress ot the Confederate States do
enact, Tat the infliction of corporeal puni-u- i

ment by flogging in the armies of tho Confed-
erate States is hereby abolished."

The question was first put upon tho substi-
tute, and it was rejected.

The original bill was then taken up. ordered
to its indorsement, read a tliird time and passed

The memorial of the Ala1 am, soldi?rs was.
on motion of Mr. Miles, ordered to be piintjd.

THE EXEMPTION BILL. or
Mr. Miles called ior the special order of the

day, nam-l- y, the exemption bill, reported from I

the committee onmilitftrv affsirs.
Mr. Foote moved that the house go into se

cret session. He regretted that we should, by
such a step, be compelled to disoense with so
fair an aud.ionce ; but the very important busi-
ness of Saturday was still undisposed of.

Mr Carry demauded the yeas and nays, of
which wore called, and the house refused to go
into secret session yeas, 26 ; nays. 54.

Mr. Holcombe, of Virginia, moved to postpone
the special order with a view to take up the im-
pressment bill. The honse refused to postpone

Tf.e exemption bill being up,the an-
nounced tho pending question to be the motion
of Mr Dargan, of Alabama, to recommit th- -

bill, with the various amendments, to the com-
mittee on military affairs.

Mr Dargan said that he desired to move far-
ther that the substitute offered by Mr Collier,
of Virginia, heretofore rejected in committee
of the whole, be included in tha amendments to
go with the bill.

Mr. Miles was opposed to the motion to re-
commit. In regard to the question of State
rienrs ne nafl always been a fharasee of the
straightest sect, and doired to leave to the
States tha laws of exemption. He wsji in favor

liberal exemptions when the c inscription
was liberal ; but at present, it seemed necessary
t'l-it- . tha exemption list should be reduced. Irlr.
Mil-- s introduced a let'er from General Ic in
relation to keeping the ranks of the army filled

Mr Miles thougbt wo hould now put in
the fi Id every man who cu d po-- e ibly be
spa'ed. th

Mr. Foote said that the letter from G-n- . Lje
should oof have been introduced here. Generais
with swords by their sides, have no business
with legislation. He had the profoundes re-

spect for General Lee's military knowledge
There wag a story told of a man in Tennessee,
who boasted of a remarkable bull that ho bad,
whose fighting powers were immense. But, st

k"d a listener, I have heard of a ba'l mak-
ing a crood legislator. In regard to the gentle-mari'- s

S'ate's Rights, and nis declaration thst
wan a atnet fna-we- m retire thoret-e-, In

quoted from the 23d chapter of M
gard to binding burdens upon man

will not move them with one of
The hardens were to be laid upon I i President
and Secretary of War, bat the mil; ary commit-on- e

e would not move them with of their the
fingers

The debate was pro'ractd to great length,
the last sneaker boino- -

n Mr. Conrad of T.- -
.

who was in favor of going on and perfecting the
bill, aud then refer it to the commit'eo, with in-

structions to report a bill iu accordance there-
with

go

Mr Royston, of Arkansas, called the question, the
which was sustained, and at th's point, on mo-

tion of Mr. Miles, the honse adjourned.

British Policy in Kelatiein le Aneiica and
the outh.

From the Richmond Dispatch
The sentiment of the British Cabinet was ust

never more truly expressed than iu t'so recent
declarations of an English publicist, that Eng-
land

as
wonld assume the support from the public

treasury jo! her entire manufacturing popula-
tion, cr stand and see them starve, rather " than all
change her national policy." The pollicy al-

luded to is that which sho has long puisne!
with reference tb African slavery. What that
policy is, we are at no loss to determine. The
attention of the Southern mind was first seri- -

nexation of Texas to the United States was dis-

covered, exposed and baffled by Mr. Calhcnu
Mr. Calhoun's long cherished apprehensions of
British intrigue agan st slavery, worn publicly
confirmed by a report, which ha snw ia aa
English newspaper, of a conversation between
Lord Brougham and the then S'crotary of State
for foreign affairs, Lord Aberdeen, which .xv
curred in the hoase of lords on the 18'h ot
August, 1843. Referring to Texas, L-r- Broug
bam said, iu the course of an extended speech:

As all access to the African slave market was
shut out to them (tha Texans), their market for

ca
li

not only would
i,1 he id

they
The

labor.

must ultimately end
in America. If, the
we could get the
acknowledge tbe ii

the latter abolishing slavery, he
would sngge t a hope that it might terminate in
tbe abolitici of 'slavery in Texas, and ulti-who- le

mately tbe of the Southern States of
America T ins the abolition of slavery in
Texas must put au end to oue of tbe mos
execrable cr Does that could disgrace a people1
namely, the rearing and breeding of slaves, or'
the being ei
creatures I
friend (Lord

e any
n on

this subject, or as to the had
been given to our minister

Tne Earl of Ab n, in the course of his
reply, said "he di i beiieve that there was
auy importation o ves into Texas by aea.bu
it was true that th raa a !arg" imoortation of
slaves from the U
Immediately on t
in with Texas, thi in this
country were u"d the war
w;ilch prevented t cognition
of the iodepeudei xieo It
was with great pi! e to say
that an armistice betwe-- n
the two powers,
obtain; and he net

lead to that result which was contemplated by
hKnoble friea-- He was sure Ih-- .t he need
hardly say that no one was more anxious than
nitntelf to e the abolition slavery ia Texas.
and if be could not consent
or to give farther inforinaiii
from itirliff renco; but ho co
iriend that by means of urgi
as well as by every other means in their po'vver,
FTr Mj '.sty's ministry could presd this mat- -

ter."
Lorrd Brougham observed that "nothing could

bfl t ot his
ni with joy
bj .it of the
afl

spired on
tbe d British
gOM reed Lord
Aberdeen to an avowal ot the f hi gov- -

- anrl tl, i -- ' .i, '

idled to modity the import of
uis nuch as possible, he was still
f rce tmcy to declare in a dispatch to
Lord a. that "it must be aud is well
knov n, both to tha Lnited States aud to the
whole wort 3. that Great Brit ..1 19

herself to procure the gen-ver- y

throughout the world."
te, taught by th blunder of
al, become more chary iu

T on this subject, she has
loss vigorously and persist-c- y

in promotion of which
she "is constat xerfing herself" to abolish
slavery tbrongl the world ; but her phiian-iblimate-

ttiropy iii not but that, if she
could succeed i the slave institution
iu our Southerr. she would be content
to let it remain else it exists in the
world.

Thus, at an unguarded momest-- tbe policy of
the British government was distinctly an-
nounce! to be the abolition of slavery in the
Southern States of America Aboittion in
Texas wag then a minor affair; for there were
not twenty-fiv- e thousand slaves, as admitted by
Lord Brougham, in the repub'ic of Texas; tho
treat omect was, b 7 moans ot a tree State in
Texas, to nsdermin and destroy tin institution
in tho Southern Uni ted States

The persistency with which Great Britain
pursues a policy, on ce determined upon, throngh
every cbango ot adr linistratinn and of dynasty,
from century to ce ltury, without variableness

shadow of turnio is proverbial. What was
:ars ago is her puiicy now
ally avowed her desire to
nstitatton in these otates,
ie present revolution only
id-- ut and more eager ia tho

prose
lh debate from which we liave quo-

tated D have procured the annexation
T Doited State. Up to that time

emd to have languished and
Bat that debate in Parliament

She was to the searching
inquiry ol avow
the genen Lord Ab

Iibe language was interprets! in this
1 by the world at large to mean little
o less tr.an tne abolition ot slavery in
n Mates. Herod would gladly have
be male children thrcughout Jndea,

"if 1 Id only have made sure of the future
King

II y of 1343 is her policy of 1803 ; and
eger!y bent than over ou its can-sinc- e

her machinations for tbe dig
2e Union have been crowned wi--

let
success, i he declaration of the London Times
may be tru u'-- nt and savage, but it is time; .all

Tild wilangly see her ooeratives

isaoa policy
meat she ex- -

pects ro wi
At this h nent sympa

z-- s witl
from no p, SSiblr- - e cd will, bat
upen tho - eat- he North is

bjct of over- -

The Feeling in the rmy of the Petsmse---
'I he toldirra Diaattaaled Their lirirv- -
aucea Kcime!- -

ASv-- rt ur.l
Th.- - letter written by a to.

rnvr re aoc tne

PoTOli" Rrv-f- Virginia. 1

D camber 37, 1863 j
Friend Your idea of the conduct of

war is exactly my own, and also that cf
every other soldier who is not a rank Black

or a cieger Abolitionist. Mv term of
i day IT May, and
word, will end my

re in An - i I can
to Canada. The peop'e of tho North may

talk and praise up their brave troops who are ifi of
field, but little do they know wht.t wesuffar.

Thank God, it is kept from our wives and mo
thers, for they would shed tears of blood. I
could tell you scenes that wo have been through,
unnecessarily, that would make your blood run
cold. But of what use would it be ? It would,

batter my condition. Oa the contrary, if it
were known, it would be worse for me. Bat,

the boys say, " never mind, we have stood it
months, and we can stand four more;

and the government can go to that hot place, for
of ns."

I often, in reading the papers, see articles
something like the following: "Tha armv is

in
in better nil tion

:hey only m I for an "
my; they e san
e. Now. allow

ant the
are sit-i- l

such
rtly alter kttle of
bat th y told,a

k nds of
not even

aiau oi auij
an advance

that

troops he sees are polished up and fed to all that
ia a -- ?

qnos- - I fat if a nan wants a trus statement ot the
for H I condition of the troops let him com ut hers.

This is tbe place where he can see soldiering as
it is. In a great many instances we wonll be a

his shoes or the seat oat i

' the army never was ia 1

"eager for a fight" I te
for a fight " is played out.
is an army which iitmk
It includes some of the fii
country, and cannot be mi
mxm is made of ersen c

by a people who should ha-- ,

teet it : n our ca
We. looking oniy to tbe pi
country's call to support th
stitution But is 'hti what
now N-j- sir 7 If we are
McCieilan remove ! ? The
tr iop had fuf confi-fen- it
moved for political purpose
before, the Stat t"
qus'ion I wenld like ro ha
ment answer, bn which th
satisfaction. There are m;
eoul 1 give for the groat falli
i i the army, but time an
it

T Knno Vnll will ..-.- a.
con niently can ; it does
letters from a man that is Fl
'he world. I say "free," I

slavery like this While on
me a few words more, and
nigger, the Abolitionist's pet
'hem bete, acting as STvan
I have known instances
sick; tbey could nor ride
neitle-coul- d their knapsay
the cursed nigeers. who w
doetor. could ride. Others v
the back of some spare bor
of this, look for me in Fort 1

other safe place, for I shall h a wei-.- .

The saying in the armv is, "( bot, nig--
ger on horseback." But I n

Yours, etc.
ON THE PRESIDENT'S P

The following is an extrac
a soldier, and is significant o
army, in the matter of the P
ation :

Ueado.car.txrs ARJtT o
Near Fahaoath, V

I am in excel!
trod, bnt, I must say, verv
and disappointed I never had
in the present ad
ever. We thopgl
that all the saerii
nre was for th rj
the Constitution, (I is humiliating
we have been in the dark so long.)
Abe (old snake) has m me out of hi:
last and set us all right N w we kno
;v where we g'aml and what we are
tor. What a pity we did not eighteen months
sooner ; the war would have been over before
this. But it is well to know it even at this late
day. No, we are fighting fcr Sambo To ber-
ate him we are bound to endure all hardship
auu privations, trom the leaving pful
homes and all we love, to tbe
heart 's blond on the battle field.
powers that be for the hundreds
killed or maimed foT life; for thi
ruin and anguish spread broadcasi
tire country East, West, North
for the burden of taxation un-- r w
will groan for centuries to come ;

between tho
I fear will

o an mas be endured
for the poor digger. Tfii ' Union mi

ins be ave-J- . 1 he white
r all he and hU may suf--of

a pack of iazy, impu- -
dent wooly heads

31 av the curse c

u "imu ' oue won iu our language to express
the utmost contempt a nam to coosign the
owner of it to eternal ienominv that word or
name is abolitionist. To them, and to them
alone, is the country indebted for all the blood
and treasure that ba been or will be expended
in this unholy, unja-- t war.

I know such words as these onght not to bo
written by any oue in mv si'uation. I cannot
help it; it is as I feel aud will out lam not
alone in such feelings. I feel sure there is great
dissatisfaction, and if I am not very muh mis-
taken, it wili not end with that Already one
commissioned officer is under trial for expawsing
his o union on emancipation. Some regiments,

hear, have refusal to fight any more. I hope
our Democratic governors will exert themselves
to put a stop to this emancipation schema Let
us once have the nigger fairlv out i 9 qaes-ioo- n

tion, and, my life for it. tha L'm in bo
restored. Give the South leave to 1 with
their chattels as they have always g gr
antee to them their constitutional rights, which
they are entitled to. then, I think, it U
wish to come back, after all, why, bl

them go Tbey have rbngbt hard
niggers ; iet them have them anvha

my heart I wish ihera joy of th--

knows, I never want to sen os9 asgal
Indolent, dirty set they are, make (
them. I expect, in a few months.)
policy goes on, we will have them oi
armies ia the field. We shall see.

Matter in trkaatan.
From tbe Little Reek t, Feb. 4.1

The Abo j o,, hoat having left tha
Arkansas rivers and the main armv
having fallen back, o ate has beef pmpar-vader- .

atively frea from tb Bat ,1 of ma-
idraaders and layhawfc some mischief and

created some alarm, rtese gentry are beinoe
taken in hand and th

About three hui
tains iu Pike or Clar!

way t rier county, was HI
villian s mules and wazon stolen himaMtt
tied, shot in the back of the head and left for
deal. Tbe perpetrators of this bloody deed
were pursued ard a number ot them caught.
Their captain. Greer, was once in the Confeder-
ate service, was elected captain of a coarpany in
Jefferson county, but could not pass an exami-
nation, was dismissed and deserted. Both he
and the lieutenant of the company were recog-
nized by Mr. Henderson. They attempted to
scape and were killed in the attempt. Others

the band are on their way here
Parks, the renegade Texan, and bis lieuten-

ant, with some thirty or forty of the jayhawk-ers- ,
who murdered DeRosey Carroll, werecaughr

Parks and his econd in command had a severe
attack of qainsey and died before reaching this
plica. In tha Mulberry mountains another
gang of these fellows was attacked, a number
kilkd and the band dispersed. Dark, who was
said to he tiken in Izard county, was bevily
wounded, and it is cot probable ha will ayttc
reach here.

It was said here, and is vouched for by res-
pectable men, that Jerome B. Lewis, of Van
Burea county, is associated with the jay hawkers

the norther u portion of the State. Those
men will all be caught eventually, and find that

the way of the transgressor is hard." We do
not know what onurse our military authorities
will pursue with these man, bat mercy to theixi
would bo cruelty to the people of the Sute.

Stonewall jAceisos's Popularity a
few days since a lady who came through the
lines at Fredericksburg under flag ot trues.

inguisbed chieftain in the
nuad Disp ich.

if i


