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The following Utters on the important sub-

ject of French mediation are ail of the fot'ei
thathavo reached us. Should the additional
correspondence prove of interest it will appear
hercarter :

M. DROVTH DR L'HCVS TO M. MlT.ril.lt.
DEf'T F0P.E10S AFFAIPS. POLITICAL DIVI3JON, 1

Fakis, Jan:tary9, 18S3. i
Sir : In farming the purpose of assisting, by

the proffer of our pood offices, to short n the
ich are desolating
iave . not to be gui-ishi- p

which ac:u-2-nper-

in regar.5
ttle success of onr

overttir
we foil be nuctuaiiocs ot tins ontest; Dai

'!. sen it to which we Ihave yielded i too
sincere fur indiffmwtce to find a place m our
tbouzh ase to be painfully
affected while the war continues to ragn. We
cannot regard without profound regret tbis war,
worae than civil, comparable to the most teni
ble distractions of the ancient republics, and
whose disasters multiply in proportion to the
rejources and valor which each of the beliijre-ren- t j

parties develop. The government of his
majesty have, therefore, seriously exmined the
ebjfctioLe which have baen made to ns when
we have suggested the ida of friendly media-
tion, and wo have akei ourselves whether
they are truly of naturo to set aside as pre-

mature every taota'.iva to reconciliation. O one
part hs been opposed to nt the repugnance of
the Ui ited 8at?6 to admit the intf rvenlion
of foreign inrloease in t're dipuW; oa th! other
the hope, which the Federal government has
not abandoned, of attaining its solution by
fjree of arms. Assuredly, sir, recourse to the

offices of one of scvoral neutral power
contains nc incoinpatiW&Tvith the pride so
legitimate i t a great nation, and means

onal are not those alone which
a of the character of me-tte- r

oursnlves, besides, that in
:e oarselvei at the disposal of
irtres t") facilitate between their
basis of which we abstain from

tave manifested to the patrio'- -

thnn ever, after puco
aad energy. We ar on the legs ready, amid
the wishes which wi n in favor of peace, to
take into account aH susceptibilities of na-n-

at all question the
irnment to decline the

powers if Europe. But this is it
not the onlv mean which effers itself to the
Cabinet of Washington to hasten the close of
the war? And if it believes that it onght to re-

pel any foreign intervention, could i not honor
ably accept the idea of direct (pourparlers) in-

formal conferences wi'h the aathority which
may represent the Statet of the South? The
Federal poverr.meut does no despair, we know,
of giving a mere active impulse to hostilities.
Its sacrifice have not exhausted its resources,-stil-

less its perseverence and its steadfastness.
The protraciion of the struggle, in a word, hat
not shaken its confidence ia the definite success
of its effort.

But the opeiaing f informal conferences
tween the belli parties does not neces-- 8

n!y ltn insmeriiate cassation ol hostili-ion- s

ties. about peace are not always
'lie oa of t suspension of warfare,
The on ths contrarv, more often the
establishment of a trnce. How many times
hive we not seen plenipotentiaries meet, ex- -

change communia bs. agree upon all tlie
essential provisions treaties renolvo, in fin'?,

the question even pease or war whilst the
leaders of arm'es itinnsd the strife, and st

deavorcd, even to moment, to modify
by force of arm"; conditions of peace. To

y drown from the history
the negotiations which

en 'once were commenced
i had ceafd in the new

r tic.i was not established
until the act of the 30th of November, 1782,
which, under the tame of provincial articles,
embraced in advance the principal clauses of
the definitive treaty of 1783. Nothing, there-
fore, would hinder the government of the United
Sta'es, without renouncing the advantage which
it believes it can attain by the continuation of

the war, from entering upon informal confer -

encs w nlederates ot the Sooth, IT)

case the show themselves disps:d
atives or commissioners ot
Id asaemble at such point as
ed proper to designate, and
i purpose be declared neutral,
ntswcutd be examined into
In place of the accusations

wtiica AO! lpon eacn
other at tl an argu-it- s

mentative which
divide th
of well

can no .

rite of ties of
any kind i and of
the Soul e Stat.

ny of

itme hopes as the immediate
armistice, would exercise a
the march of events. Why,

iot combination, which re
spects aliens of the United StaUs,
obtain ation of l govern-o- n

our part, that it is in con-- r

trie interests, we do not
end it to their attention, atd
iu the project of a mediation
wers ot Europe any vain

applaud, with entire

Europe, tho solution of their diffi- -

You are, ized, if Mr. Seward
expresses with him a copy of
this disp:

sir, the assurance uf my high consid- -

eration, DrocyivDE L'Huys
To M Merrier, Minister of France at Wash--

lagton.
MB. SKWARB TO Mil. DAYTOS.

No. 197 J DtrAKTMENT OF STATE, J
WAfHI.Miro.t, February 6, 1S6J.

William L. Dayton, Eeq , etc., etc :

8lR : The intimation given in your dispatch
of January 15:h (255). that I might expect a
special visit from M- - Mercier, has been realized

He ci.lled on th 33 instant, and grave rue a eopy

a dispatch lw had just reselTea trom ja.
de 1'Hnvs, under the date of the 9sh of

he Preiidnt' intrnc- -

to give yon his ideas or
tion. It haa been

Btdorod with aerionsnem, from the re--

ctiiii that the people of France are known to

sliarers witn tne amencan naviuu m
niiefo mes and calamities of our unhappy de

v.I war Nor do we onAfcis, any more than
on othr rccaiions forget the traditional triena- -

ship of the two countries which we
bali-v- e has inspired the counsels that M.

Drocyn deTHnvs has imparted He says ' The
Federal Government does not despair, we know.
of giving more active impulse to hostilities;
and again he n marks : " The pro traction cf the
strufgie. in a word, has not shaken the confi-

dence of the Federal governmeat in the defini-

tive success of its effor's." These passages
geetr, to me to do anintentional injustice to ihe

langnape, whether confidential or public, in
which the government has constantly spo.ten
on the snbject of the war. It certainly has

avowed only one purpose determination to

pressrve the integrity ot uie country. o
trorr. a.lm':tting any laxity of effirt, or betray
ing .try despondency, the government has, on

the contrary, borne itself cheerfully in al
viclisitudes with unvarying confidence in art

early and complete triumph of the nationa;
cauite. Now. when we are in a manner invited
by n friendly power to review the twenty-on- e

moiths' history of the conflict, we find no

ocension to abate that confidence through
i.;.h !n an altnrnaiion of victories and

deftai's, es is the appointed incident of war, the

land and naval forces of the United State's have

steidi.y advanced, reclaiming trom tne insur-

gents the ports, forts and poits which they had

treacherously seized before the strife had actu-

ally bgnn, and even before it was seriously

apprehended. Si many of the States and dis-ir';-

-- rhieh thn innnrent3 included in the field

of their projected exclusive slaveholding
have already been revest. Wished und-- r

the fUr? of the Union, that they now retain only
the States of Georgia, Alabama, and Texas, with

half of Virginia, half of North Carolina, two-third- s

of South Carolina, half of Mississippi,
and one-thir- d respectively of Arkansas and
T.r,r.t;tin. The national forces hold even this
smell territory in close blockade and siege. This
government, if required, does not hesitate to
submit s achievements to the test of comparison,
and it maintains that in no part of the world,
and in r.o times, ancient or modern, has a ne.

tioc, when rendered all unready for combat by
the eniovments of eigbtr years of almost un
broken peace, so quickly awakened at ths alarm
ot s? htion, put tortn onergiei hi viizoruus uu
achieved successes so signal and etliCtive as
thoee whk-- b have marked the progress of this
contest on the part of the Union.

M. Drouyn de THuys, I fear, has taken other
lici t than the correspondence ot this govern
ment for his guidance in ascertaining its temper
and bnancos. tie aai prooaoiy reao or arris-iort-

of sentimeat'amoug those who hold them
wives forth as organs of public opinion here,
and has triven to them an nudue importance,
It is to be remembered that this nation of thirty
miilious is civilly divided into forty-on- States
and Territories, which cover an expanse hard y
W than Euroos : that the people are peace de
mo'.-acT-

. exercising everywhere the utmost free
dom of speech and suffersge ; that a great crisis
nef etse.rilv produces vehement as w dl as pro-

fonnd debite, with sharp collisions of individu-
al, local and sectional interests, sentiments and

and that this heat of controver iy
is increased by the intervention of speculations
intur.'sts. nreiudices and passion trom every
other part of the civilised world. It is, how-

ever, through nch debates that the agreement
of th nation upon any sulject is habitually
attained, its resolutions formed and its policy
(sriblishbd : while tht-r- e has been much differ
ent of nioular opinion and favor concerning
the aryents who sla1! crry on the war, the prin
ciples ou which it shall be waged and the means
with which it shall be prosecuted.

M Drouyn de 1'Huys has only to refer to the
sUtute hooks of Congress and the executive or
dirance to 1 ... n that the national activity has
hifberto been and vet is as efficient as that or
any other nation, whatever its ferm of govern
ment ever was, under circumstances of equally
aravs ininort to its peat-e- , safety and welfpj-- e

7. . ... . . t: - u . ..C
INOl one vo.ee tms uaei: taiho'.i siivwudib wut oi
the immediete fie'd of the insurrection in favor
of foreign iniatretition, or arbitration, or of com
promise, with tho relinquishment of one acre of
thi national domain or the surrender ot even
ono constitutional franchise. At the same lime
it is manifest to the world that our resources are
yet abundant and our credit adequate to the

emergercy.
What M. Drouyn de l'Huys suggests is that

this government shall appoint comrrr.s
sionerg to meet oa neutral gronnd, commission
ers of the insurgents He supposes that in the
conference to be thus hell reciprocal complaints
could be die-ns- sed, and in place ot the accuse
tions which the North and the South now mutn
all-- f cast UDon each other, the conference would
be engaged with Cifcussions of the interests
which divide them He assumes, further, that
the commissioners would seek by means of we
oruerei and profound delib-rations- , wliet'ier
these interests are dennit vely irree mciliOie
whether separation ii an ettiems that can nj
longer bo avoided, or whether the memories of a
common exiteuco, 'ho ties ot every mad woicn
ha ?e made cf the North and the South one whole
federative State, and have borne them on to so

hifb a decree of prosperity, are not more power
ftil than th- - cuses which have placed arms m
the hands of the two populations. The sugges
tion is not an extraordinary one, and it may well
have been thought by tho Emperor of the
Fnneh, in the earnestness of his benevolent de
sirs for the restoration of peace, a feasible one

But when M Drouyn de l'Huys shall come
to rvi-- it in the light in which it must nec-- -

saiily be examined in this country, I think he
pai hardlv fil to perceive that it am mnts to
a proposition that, while this government
is engaged is suppressing an armed insurrection
with the purpose of mtintainiug the constitu
ticnal national authority and preserving the i

teirrity of the country, it shall enter iuto diplo
mit-- discussions with tha insurgent upon
the questions whether the authority sh.ll not
he roatoonnnd. and whether that country shall
not be delivt red over to disunion, to be quickly
followed by ever increasing anarchy. If it were )

possible for the government of the United States
tc compromise the national authority so far as
tc enter into such debates, it is not easy to per-ctii-

what good results could be obtained by
Tbe commissioners mu6t agree in recom-

mending either that theUnion shall stand or that
ii shall be voluntarily dissolved, or else they

that leave the vital question unsettled, to
aaide at leaf t the fortunes of war.

The government ha not shut out knowledge
of the present temper, any more than of the
present purposes of the insurgents. There is
not the least grofcnd to suppose that the con-
trolling act'irs would be persuaded, at this mo-rion- t.

by any arguments which a national coov
could offjr, to forego the ambition

that has impsafl mem to me as oyai position
thev ate occupying. Any commission r who
'hnnlrl he ointed by those actor3, or through
their dictatio a or influence, must enter the con-

edierenca un ba-
the

with the spirit, and pledged to
personal fortunes of the insurgent chiefs.

The loyal per iple in the insurrectionary States
would be uu! seard, and any offer of peace by
thU govern ra lit on the condition of the inatn-th- e

tenance of Union must necessarily be
fjec.ted.

Un th" her hand, as I have already
mated, tl has not the least thought
of relinquishing the trust which has been con-
fided to it by the nation under the most golemu
of all political sanctions ; and if it had any such
thought, there is still abundant reason to know
that peace, proposed at tho cost of dissolution,
would be immedialy, universally and indignant
ly rej'cted by the American people. It is a
great mistake that European statesmen make if
they suppose this people are demoralized. .'What-
ever, in case of an insnrrestion, the people of
France, or Great Britain, or Switzerland or the
Netherlands, wonld do to save their nationaiex-istence- ,

no matter hew the strife might lie
by or effact foreign nations, just go much,

and certainly no lesg, the people of the Uoited
States will do, if necessary, to gave for the com-

mon benefit thtregion which is bounded by the
Pacific and Atlantic coast and by the shoreg of
the guif of St Lawrence aud Mexico, together
with tlie free and common navigation of the Rio
Grande, Missouri. Arkansas, Mississippi, Ohio.
St. Laresc Hndson, Delaware, Potomac, and
other .national highways by which tuis land,

which to them is at onco a land of inheritance
i and a land of promise, is opened and watered.

Eveu if the agent ot tno Amew.--u
Jr

thus exercising their power, should, through fear

faction, fall below this hight of national vir-

tue they would ba speedily, jet constitutionally ,

placed by othirs or s:c:ner cuari:;wM
notism. ,

I must be allowed to say. a 83. that M. D.ouyn
l'Huys errs in his description of the parties to

.the preseut conOict. we nave uno, m
c.al sense, no North, no Sjuth-- iio Nortoern, no

Southern States. We have an insurrectionary
kw.h m located uoon. and is chiefly aa- -

iarant to, the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, and

we have, on the other hand, a loyal poople who
c

constitute not only Northern States, dui .,

Middle, Western and Southern States. I have

on many occasions heretofore submitted to .fie

the President's views of theFrench government
. ir i aUa knftArn fit.interests and ideas wmcu iiu i tun -

determination of the American government and
to maintain tho r ederil union. ao

President has done the samo thing in his messa-

ges and other public declarations. I refrain,
therefore, from reviewing that a'gumnt in con-

nection with the ex'sting question. M. Drouyn
1'Hoys dMkWS to his aid the couterenc-'- wnicu

between me coionie ana ratook place
. r , ., - tl . 1 ! ollar m;

ain in onr revoiunonaiy i itm ...."(
to ana war that action, in the ensis ot tne natioB,
mast accord with its necessities, and therefore
can bo seldom conformed t) precedent. Great

Britain, when entering on that negotiation,
had manifestly come to entertain donbts of her
ultimate success, and it is certain that the

conncil of the colonic could nit have failed to

take new courage, if not to gam other aavan
ta?e, when the parent S'ate compromised so far

as to treat of peace on the terms of conceding
their independence. It is trn. indeed, that
peace must come sometime, and that confer

ences muH attend if they are not allowed to
precede the pacification, iherei', however, a
better form for such conferences than the one
which M. Drouyn de l'Hays suggests. The
la'tsr would be palpibly in derogation of the
Constitution of the Uuited S ates, and would

carry no weight, becaise destitute of the sanc-

tion necessary to bind, either to the loyal or dis-

loyal portions of the people.
On the other nana, me congress ui vuo uni

ted States furnishes a constitutional torum tor
debates between the alienated parties. Sena-

tors and representatives from the loyal people

are tkore already, tuny empowereu tu cuuici.
And seats are also vacant and inviting the sen-

ators and representatives of the discontented
party, who may be constitutionally sent here

afrom the States invoivea in tao lusuureuuu.
Moreover, the conferences which can thus be
held in Congress have this great advantage
over any that could b organized on the plan of
M Douyo de l'Huys, viz: that Congress, if
it thought wise, could call a national conven-
tion to adopt its recommendations, and give
them all the solemuity and binding force of

gsnic law. Such conferences between the
alienated parties may be said to have already
begun. Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, .Ten-
nessee and Missouri, Stt;8 which are claimed a
by the insurgents, are already represented in
Congress, and are submitting with perfect free-

dom and proper spirit, their advice upon the
oourse best calculated to bring about, in the
shortest time, a firm, honorable and lasting
peace. Representative have been sent, also,
from Louisiana ; and others arc understood to
be eomicg from Arkansas.

There is a preponderating argument in iavur
of the congressional fofm Of conference over
that which is suggested by M. Droyn del Huys,
viz : that while accession to the latter would
brine- - the into concurrence W!th the
insurgents 'in disregarding and setting aside an
important part of the Constitution ot the united
States, and so wonid he a pernicious example
the coneressional conferencs, on the contrary
preserves and gives new strengih to that sacred
instrument, which must continua through future
aires the sheet anchor of the republic.

Yon will be at liberty to read the dispatch to
M. Drouyn de l'Huys, and to giva him a copyf
he shall desire it. To the end that you may De

informed of the whole case, I transmit a copy of
M. Drouyn de l Huys dispatch.

I am, sir, your obedient servant.
William H Seward.

From ear Foreign File.
From the London Time, January 21.

Last evening the Right Hon. T. M. Gibson
addressed his constituents in the town ball,

n. The 'arge room wa crowded to ex-

cess. Mr. Alfred Riynor, in the absence of the
mayor, presided.

Mr G bson. after refuting the statement that
the repeal o the paper duty would injure the
paper makers, and showing it had resulted in a
large increase in the manufacture of paper in
tho country, the honorable gentleman proceeded
to say: I may prliaps be permLted to say a
word or two on the general trade of the coun-
try, because it is well upon this occasion to take
th opportunity cf staling publicly what many
persons are no doubt aware of, but perhaps may
not be so generally known as is desirable. Now,
it is remarkable that during the last year. (1862,)
we imported no lees than 11,632 000 quarters of
foreign wheat and wheat flour, which was con-
sumed in England, against 8 743,000 in 1861.
That importation was unprecedented, but that
of 1862 has "exceeded it by 33 per cent. The
quantity received from the United States in
1862 was exceedingly large, and was probably I
abeut one-thir- d cf the total imports. Thn im-

ports

3

in 1862 of provisions, butter, bacon, hams
and eggs, tbe duties on which were repealed by
the present chancellor of tbe exchequer in 1860,
were largely in excess of the corresponding im-

portations in 1860 and 1861.
Now,, these large importations of foreign

wheat and flour and other provisions into this
country must, to some extent, have tended to
mitigate the distress and have enabled many to
provide for the wants of others ont of'tlteirown
surplus means. Bat supposing that the gov-
ernment of this country had been induce?, as
they were urged frequently, to involve them-
selves in interference in the affairs of the Uoited
States supposing by some r.sh and precipitate
recognition of those w,ho are conducting hostili-
ties against the United States, called the 'e

States of America we had brought
ourselves into collision with the United States,
where would have been this flour and ham, and
bacon and eggs ? I suppose if we had been
compelled to take np arms against the United
States, by auy unfortunate policy, blockading
wou'd have ben resorted to, and we should have
been obliged to establish a blockade of the coast
of America for the very purpose of keeping out
of this country a'l this wheat, fliir and eggs,
which have gone to mitigate the distress of tbe
cotton industry in the present alarming state of
affairs. We have from the commencement car-
ried ont the doctrine Of

We hae endeavored to preserve a strict
neutrality between the two contending parties.
It was impossible to avoid recognizing the bel-

ligerent rights of the South at tho outset of the
contest, because it was a contest of such mag-
nitude, and theaosurgents, as they were called,
were so numerous anJ go powerful that it would
have been impossible to recogaizs them in any
other capacity but as persons entitled to bear
arms ; and if we had not done so, aad if their
armed vessels found on the seas were treated as
nirates,-i- t must be obvious to every one that this
would have ben an nnparal'eled course of
action. We were compelled to recognize the
belligerent rights of the South, but there has
been no desireon the part of tbe government to
lavor either the one side or the other. My earn
est desire is to preserve strict and
whatever may be my individual feelings for

we must have our sympathies on the one side or
the other whatever miv be mv feelings as a
m mber of Parliament and the executive admin
istration, I believe it to be for the interest of
England that this neutrality should be observed,
and, therefore, making tbe interest of my coun
try paramount to all other considerations, 1

should suppress my fueling s of sympathy for one
side or tbe other, and endeavor to pursue s

coarse of strict neutrality.
I have a return here of various articles im

ported and exported, which is rather pregnant
Daring the eleven months of last year, up to

the 30th of November, there wore imported
18.084 tuns of rags against 15 303 tuns in looi
and the quantity of paper exported in the same
ytiir increased trom jl,:J7,000 to J4U,U"u
which proves that the paper industry of Englaud
must be on the increase. I find also that the
aggregate value of British exports in 1862, as
far as tbe returns are completed, amount to
some 233 000.000 against 125,000,000
180J . and 135,000.000 in 1860. The quanti
ties of the principal articles exported in 1362

r

are, with scarcity an exception besides cotton,
in excess of the q lantitie exported in IS61

The export of cotton yarns were 91,500,000
pounds in 186:2, against 178.000,000 pouuds m
1351, and 197.000 000 in I860. The declared
valno will be about 6,000 000 in 186J. against
nearly 10.000,000 in 1861, and 9,500,000 in
18b0. These figures show a decrease of exportx
of cotton of ninety-Fou- r per cent, upon 1861,
and of one hundred and fifteen per cent, upon
1860 ; and, as regards value, of sixty-fou- r per
cent upun 1861, and fifty-eig- ht per cent, upon

1 mention this to show that the policy of com
mercial freedom pursued by th-- e gvernmnt has
toadel to increase and would haveour exports,.. . . . . i , i :i
...ntinued to d) no it there nai D3u no civ tt

war in America, and thtt lie Fr-juc- has a
gone far to counterbalance the loss which has
arisen from the failure cf the cotton supply.
The exports of France, had tno cotton exports
been in proportion to otner articles, as it wwmu
have been bat for these unfortunate events.
wou'd have amounted to some 10,000,000-

sterling. The exports of the United States in
18oii will probably amount to jt i J ouu.ukia,
ags.ie.st 9,01)0.000 in 18SI, and t,GO0.OO:) in
1800. It ij remarkable that, uoiWithsUudmg
the Morrill tariff, the gtn-ra- ! reqniremen's ofthe
Uoited States have necessitated an increase !f
exports from this country in 1362 I think we
have therefore, a rigat to cougratu a:e our--

ourselvcs upon the success of tho commercial
policy which the liberals supported tne govirn-me- nt

in carrying thrcuah Parliament the ses
sion before last; and if it Uttd not been for this
sound commercial policy the distress under
which the country no labors wou d have b.en
materially increase!.

We have almost made tfcis African ques
tion an English one, and people discus? it with
all tho eagerness of these who are parlies in the
conflict. I think that to interfere by the ex-

pression of opinion to this extent wonld not be
wise; and, tor one, t snouid not g iar in .ui
direction : but I don't feel myself precluded
from reverting to tho past. Without undertak
ing to predict what will be the termination of
the war, I will state what I believe to have been
the caase and origin, and what is necessary to

be settled in order to secure a porniinent an 1

lasting peace. I have often-bee- astonished to
hear it asserted that slavery had noshing to do- -

with this war, for somehow slsvery must have
to do with it, because it constitutes such a great
distinction in itself between the two communi
ties. I have examined documents of undoubted
authority to ascsrtain what were the, causes I
which the secessionist Slates themselves alleged

the ground for taking up arms, in order to
separate themselves from the rest of the Union.
The first State that separated was South Caro
lina. When they hrst seceded tfeey publisned to
the world a formal declamtion of the ground of
their secession, and the other States which follow
ed seceded exactly upon the same grounds.
What were these grounds ?

The first prt of the South Carolina declara
tion consists of an argument showing the legat- -

ty of secession; that if they cuoose they have
to secede ; and the latter part goes on

to state the grounds on which they think proper
to coerce that secession. Those were that n

geographical line has besn drawn across tho
Union, and all the Sates north of that line have
united in the election of a man to tho high office
of President of the United States whose opin-

ions and purposes ate hostile to slavery. It was
not that President Lincoln had been elected
contrary to the forms of law. that there had been
any violation of tho Constitution, but it was that
he held opinions hostile to slavery. In another
part of this declaration they complain that tbe
Northern S'ates have assumed a right to decide
upon the propriety of thrtir domestic institution,
and have denied tho light of property estab-

lished in fifteen States and recognized by the
Constitution ; they have denounced as sinful
the institution of slavery, and have further ag
gravated the curse by investing a great political
question with the sioctiou of an erroneous e

belief : therefore thore is an end to the
uestion that the Sruthera States did not secede

cn the question of slavery j

Thev have stated that it was on account oi
slavery, an i nothing else. In tact, out of the
four gentlemen who were nominated to the offi. e
of President, three held opinions favorable to
slavery extension and to the policy of the fagi-tiv- e

slave law; but Mr. Lincola was dir.iti-guishe- d

from the test by hdding that Congress
had a right to prohibit the extension of slavery
into New S'ates, and was opposed to tho policy
of the fugiiivo slave law. These were the opin-

ions on which he was elected, and I must con-

fess they appear to me to be very reaionable
opinions. The South seceded in consequence of
believing that slavery would not bo safe under
Mr. Lincoln's executive, and that the carrying
out of the fugitive slave liw was not likely to
be permitted. If Mr. Breckinridge had beon
elected, there wouli have been no secess on, as
he was the candidate ot the SmSD, iu tavor ot
tr-- fncritivo slave law, and of opinion that Con- -

cress had no right to-- prohibit tho extension of j

8'arery. Secers on nai tasen p ace, ana ins
consequent war for the purpose of perpetuating,
cherishing and extending slavery. I don't be-

lieve that an empire having slavery as in basil
can be a prosperoos,hspy and enduring empire,
and cannot therefore desire to see one established
in my part of tho world. The bihops of the
Episcopal Church of the Confederate State
have said that the abolition of slavery is ha'efal,
in&dei and peetileLt. I, on the contra'y, believe
that gla very is ha'efhl, infidel and pestilent.

, . , . ' . ,T ill J3 1. I.a will no. prcuicfc mo cuu.oo tvincu mo crjuw
of this war may take ; bat looking at the map,
which I did it appears to me that the
geographical p sition of ths North, so far as
territory is concerned, is stronger than it was
twelve months ago. Th?y have suffVed great
defeats, and thoy have had some succjues ; hut
I find that the North are now possessed of larger
territory than they were twelve months ago.
Missouri, which was then debatable ground,
hey now possess; also Kentucky and West

Virginia, and a portion sf Lousiana. It, there-
fore, aooears that the territory which the North
possessed at the beginning of last year has not
been lessened, bnt increased, in ex'eut. The
right honorable gentleman then stated that our
policy must be.gtric-l- y n 'utral, that the proposal
from France for mediation had be3u respoctfully
declined, that he should rejoice to seo the war
terminated, but that he thought we should ab
stain from interfering until the time came wneu
we might be asked to give our good oth res. 1 1

we wars invited by the proper parties to take
part in any negotiations for peace, then we might
do so; but if wo undertook that office without
being asked, and before the proper time, it would

. P . ., .... r- . u l -- lnot tend to the promotion oi our amicauie ieio-tion- s

with America.
After a few other condoling observa' ons the

right honorable gentleman resumed his seat
amid loud cheers.

A War Speech by John Van B
On Thursday evening John Van Buren ad

dressed the Democratic Union association of
New York. The following passage trom his
speech will interest our readers:

We must deal witu tri03e wno speart to me
South, and not with those who keep si'ent. We
have no mode of dealing with nemies in arms.
except by taking the views of their leading Jour
nals and speakers, wo have ttiose viows. lhey
demand the independence of tho South, and in-

sist upon their right to secade This I utterly
deny Luoud applause aua it trod should
spare my life I never will caane to deny it. There
is nothing in the Constitution to warrant it. it
is the destruction of our form of government.
and must be resisted at all hazards. This, then.

tha condition of the country. Now, in re
gard to the holding of a convention, in which
we may al! confer with each other, and they or
the South, as well as we of the North, might de-

bate how we conld get rid of tho existing gov
erameut. For it is plain that Mr Lincoln is the
constitutional President, elected for four years,
aud he mast serve two years longer from March
next, unless the peoole ot" the Union choose to
go into a convention and decide otherwise. It
they do this, a new election can be ordernd 10

sixty days, if the convention so decide. Loud
and continuous ann'acse.1 But tbe people of
the 8outh do not choose to see the thing in this
light ; they choose, rather, to abi.ie by the opin-

ions of certain headmen, who have led them
into this controversy, and aro nnequivecally op-

posed to anything like a restoration of th Un-

ion. I never doubted that Jefferson Davis is

opposed to it, or that the ringleaders of the re-

bellion are opposed to reconciliation. Their
politically, morally, aad, it may be,

physically, depends upon the establishment of
an independent confederacy. No man vho has
any regard fur himself, wonld uphold these
men, or treat thsm as political brethren

it a barren task, beeanso tue oouui '
mined not to return, and, until taeir armiel Have
power to resist and pot us down, this war mm:
go on, and those who would attempt to ftop it,

will h0 carried away by the torrent L'Jli'i

applause, and a few hisses Theso are rcy
opini rtg my personal views. An 1 now let ii

consider what is the best mode of prosecuting
tho war. I have already stated that I prefer
peace. That we cann t have. Thoee whom we
are dealing with wiil not have it. a id those wno
attempt to obtain it without their consent are on

fruitless errand. Toe articles of their journals
and the declarations of their speakers show ic.

Now, persons have suggested foreign in-

tervention. To that I opposa my objection, in
any aud ovcry way, whether it be in the f'.rm
of advice cr of forcible interfefnee. I would
not oven consent to the plau if tho Tribune to
refer it to ouo of the S wiss Cantons. Tois re
bellibn is real, and rather than ciii on foreigners
to de.tvhle wli..'her wo shall live or not, and on
what terms, it wonld be better to die at one.

Applause So thero is no use of talking
about foreign intervention ; we must either mo-

dus this tumitlt ourselves or not at all Next,
we should inquire upon what terms tho war
should go on There was but one opinion in
the North when the war broke out. Whet
Congress resolved that the war was to restore I

the Union as it existed lefore, and to restnra the
Constituiion, there was but one unanimous
cpiui m in Congress to sustain the administra-
tion. Subsequent to that time, thrre have beon
occurrences which have worked sensib'e cbaig s

in the N:,rthrn mind, producing not only an
open opposition to the administration, but al-

most a plain sympathy with the Sontb, and a
desire to end thi war. Lot us sea what ia the
cause.

Here Mr Van Buren referred to the Presi-

dent's proclamation, and he approved of the
po!i"y of which it was an expression.

As our armies progress, freedom to tho slave
must follow, as a matter of course, just like the
destruction of every othr kind ot rebel posses-
sions. If this bo what the President means, it
i3 sll right; but if he mrans to say that al!
slaves in tie Smth. aro free, it is false; for I
they are now just as much slaves in law as if
the proclamation had never been issued. It
has, therefore, fallen dead ou black as on white.

do not think he can extite an insurrection in
the South; and, if he could, every soidier in
the Uoited S'at-- s would rise up and put down
the slave rebellion. Applause In a war
against women and children, we are with the
women and children. Applause More : if
it could he plainly seen that this was the pur-po-- e

of the proclamation, every Demjcratic sol-

dier in the rmy wonld lay chw h a arms .end
applause and thf n we wonld have an inter-
esting war. I would like to see a war between
the Abolitionists of ti e North and the women
and children of the S:uth. I trust in the women
in such a fight, if they could only get at the
Abolitionists. Laughter As for expecting
Greeley and Sumner to go there, that is out of
the question. Renewed laughter. Bit I, for
oue, wourd agree to go there, aud help the
women to fight these chaps, if it were only to
see the rapid tracks Greeley and Sumner would
make down Pennsylvania avenue, with one h.u.-es- t,

brave SJuthern woman after them. Ljud
laughter ,

"Vapolron'a tarand Ideas fXaat aad Went,
From the vew York Herald. Feb. 10.1

The Eurcpa, which arrived at Halifax yeste'-da- y,

bring? advices that Irapoleon has sent "ver
his offr of mediation to onr government. It is
understood that his plan now is to hsvo e:ch
party appoint commissioners to mee at soma
selected spot and to carry on negotiations for a
settlement of the d;fficu'tieg of the two sectSottS,
while the armies and floeta carry on the war.
This, he probably supposes, will meet the ob- -

jectiona of aa expeusive suspension of hostili- -

ties.
t no ariuropa niii uriujrs nm e wim

Xspolem intends to push on with his Mexic-.- n

.scheme, and that he believes that it will result
in great glory and gain to France aud his dy-

nasty.
For ten years tho Emperor of the French has

b-- e i most successful in the attaintment of all
his desires. His diplomacy has mastered Eu-

rope, while in the far East he caused the po ver
and inflnanca of France to be respected and
feared. These achievements rendered h;rn more

j

and more ambitious, aad he determined he
would extend his operations eveu to his con-
tinent, so that the far West might learn the
.lesson he so recently impressed upon tbe East. j

Experience teaches us that all mundane. af-

fairs are mutable. An old homely proverb
insists upon it tnat no lane is so long out u
nas a nira. iun jaeiica-- i oxjk-uiuu- uiu.b
likely cause Napoleon fe come to tbe rarne

'

conclusion, aud we would advise- his Majesty
and ccansollors to dwell less npon the ill sec j

cess ol th North inTeduc'ng the rebellion and
a gnat deal more upon the embarrassments of
the French army under General Fory in M?x-ic-

Napoleon thought his troops would
bivouac in the hails of tbe Monteznmtts with the
same ease and celerity betrayed by thm in
China, where they revelled in the palaces of the
"Brother of the Sun" after having chased away
his braves like so many sheep. II ) has found
out that this was ai erroneous conception ofthe
great work he unwittingly undertook, and has
not the good sense and sound judgment to with-

draw from the dangerous experiment ere it be
too late. Blinded by his good firtune np to the
present time, he hat decided to persevere in his
expeditian against Mexico no longer for the
good of that people, but avowedly to check the
progress 0( the Ao-eric- republic, aud estab-
lish on this continent the supremacy of the
Latin race. The English journals, ira see by
our latest advices, take the name view of these
ideas of Napoleon adopted by us, and fore3 e

an inevitable conflict between his forces on this
continent and the people. In our
h :ur of tronbie it is not becoming that we
should boast; but we cannot refrain from point- -

ing ont to tbe Emperor of the French that the
Latin specimens he feels ambitious for are a
mongrel rsco, where the mixture of Indian and
negro hag extinguished tbe Latin. Such a race,
even backed by Napoleon's diplomatic skill an 1

his bayonets, conld never impede tbe progress
of the American people. The ideu is a wild
one, burn in tbe brain of a man over ex ited by
success, and wilt cause his ruin as surely as he
does not abandon it.

While indulging in these grand ideas ia tho
West, Napoleon has d ideas for tho East
also. He has determined to have a naval depot
in tbe Rtd sea, spite of England's objection, and
to still further annoy ptrfidt Albion he is stir-

ring up Spain to demand from the former the
restoration of Gibraltar. Then he is now evi-

dently endeavoting to conciliate Austria, so that
her power may be used to counterbalance the
efforts which England is making against tbe in-

fluence of France in Italy. He is thus working
against England and the Uoi ed States, no doob;
for tho advancement of the Latin race ; but we
feel assured he has undertaken a hard, nay, an
impossible task, as tbe future will prove to him
While endeavoring to advance the Latin racehe
will, we fear, jeopardize the interests of Fiance,
as he will by his present c nrse gain for that
country the ill will cf the American people
Because we are now in great trouble, our coun-
try torn by a most diaastrious and bloody civil
war, Napoleon must not conclude that our
power and prosperity are gone forever. To do
so were to make a fatal mistake, &s he will
surely find ont to his cost. His campaign
against Mexico must bo intolerable to the South
as well as the North ; and. even should tbe re-

public ba divided and the Southern Confederacy
bo recognized, Napoleon must not suppose the
fiery Southrons would long allow him to remain
tranquil in Mexico. His letter to Gen. Foray
was all well enough as instruction for that
officer ; when made known to the world it be-

comes a blunder a case of premature
and all know that forewarned is fore

armed.
That Napoleon should see fit to show anger

against England we can well conceive. Great
Britain and France have always beep bitter en
emies, aud always will be, we presume; but
that Frn.iif.h mid be oiaced by Nauoleoh in di- -

rect autagonism. wiih this country 13 a grow-

mistake, and shows a want of good sense and
judgment we hid deemed impossible in the Em- -

peror of the French, whom we have alway- -

looked npon as a shrewd, calculating man, oue
lung well tne consequences oi an uis uc-

tions aud making due provision for inevitable

g-
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Kouedhettd " in lb-- a Army
utuberlantt,

A aw k are , Miiior-G- e teral R uiecrans
recel a from a private in

my, viz :

ASHvn.tr., Tins . 1

16. A. A., i860.

Host Highly Honercd :

;ve w eks ago a

singular
to you. I di 1 r.o" to ra me tion
of it whate?' the rffieer i an; rs of mv

t, atill I
M to the

cic.ates or ray my duty
to give you a

As a genera thing, card-playin- g was prac- -

tit-t-- a great deal in this regiment, and
cia'ly among the officre. I did all in my power
to keep my comrades from tho low practice, and
ia facm there were bnt few engaged in it in onr
company. I was acting as corporal of "second
reii-f- ." While on duty, between eight and ten
to the evenin e, the scntiuel, pasted at the colo-n'l- 's

quarters, called on me to relieve him,
which I di 1 according to orders. As I was walk-

ing the ''beay diligently, tho colonel and three
other comm'stione I offi.-erso- f the regiment were
busily engtged in cird-playin- A tear took
place within me, and by the power of conscience

was forced to speak to them, knowing that
card-playin- g is th i most destructive evil in onr
army. The following conversation to k place :

" Gentlemen, I aro very son-- to gee you en-

gaged in sot-- h a low practice "
Colonel W. " Who are yon, sir ?"
Cotporal " I am the gentiacl walkiag the

beat in front of your quarters "
Colonel W. "" Ton walk your bjat, and at-

tend to your own business, or I'll tie you t o a
tree, air."

Corporal. " I would rather be tied to a tree,
or go to jail three weekgv than to guard a gam-
bling table "

Colonel W. " This is not a gambling table."
Corporal. " It is a card table, and there is

but little diff trence. I am sorry to s privates
engaged in it, and much more offiuer. who
should set an example worthy to imitate."

Colonel W. " Sunt your mouth you G d
d d sconndrel.''

I was under arrest in my quarters several
days, when tho colonel sent the following order
to my captain :

" Thomas F. D Is this day redaced to
the ranks, for insolence to me."

Tho captain decliued to obey the order but
I told trim to obey the request of his superiors.
Xow. thn nuea'inn is. ebonld a soldier ha dia
graced for doing bis. duty r My daily prayer is
that the arm? nnder your command may bo sue
eessfhi. Nothing wiil bring reverys but wick-ednes- i.

It is not "card playing" alone which
I havu alluded to; it is accompar.:ed by drink-
ing. We have been pestered a great deal by
drunken officers and soldier in thi3 regiment
The sntler kept liquor constantly on band
De-a- gerwa1, I do not wish to give you any
tronbie, but I felt" it mv duty to make these
sat Pardon me if I did wrong.

Your most obedident servao,
8 F. D r. Company E.

The colonel, instead of r ducing C rporal D.
to tbe ranks s'rgjnid twve promoted him. Such
a God-fe- ar it j- - Routidiiesd might be relied upon
in the most desperate emergency.

A Terrible- - Tragedy.
From tbe Cbarleston (Mo Democrat. 1

About a week ago Mr Aaron W. Grigsby
or. as he is usually called. Doc. Grigsby had
three of his horses stolen. Or Saturday, the
7th inst., having obtained some cine of iheir
whereabouts, he, in comoany with Mr Thomas
O' Bryant, went in search of them, when th-- v

came npon a young man by the name of Ed-
ward Campbell, recently from the hospital at
Monnd City, who was riding one of G igsby's
ho-se- When within a few yarJs of Campbell
flrijsbv fired noon h:m with a lra--, pistol
loaded w'th buc'tshot, when be fell from toe
horse, but made out to get np and run into the
weds.

They caught the horse and came to Charles-- '
ton. reporting that Grigsby had killed Campbell.

Shortly atter Grigtby and Bryant had left for
home, Campbell wh. it seem, was more
scared than hurt by tho shot scattered so libe-

rally over bis ba-- k came into town, in com-
pany with Polk Conyers, and a man by tbe
name of Adeu. Ater staying grmo tim. and
imhibiBc quite a quantity of the ardent, they
went to the house of Die Grig3by, bnt finding
no one at home, they went to the house of his
brother, J hu C. Grigsby, where they made
some hosti'e demonstrations, when thej were
tired upon from the hon-te- , wounding CfWlphe;l
ia the leg They immediately returned the fire
by avo instant'y 'tilling Moses Grig-by- , a
son ot Mr. Jjhn C. Gr'giby, about seventeen
year oh'.

They then left the place, Campbell stoppirg
at one of the neighbors, and telling what bad
been done, saying he supposed some one was
killed, as th re was a terrible screaming aud
ho'lering in the house.

Ou the next day (Sunday) a writ was get
ont and placed in the hands of Constable Grif-
fith, of Ohio tewngh'p, who, together with a
passe of citizens, went in search of the pa'ties,
aceomptiied by the twoGrigsbvs.

Tbeyarregted Aden rinding him in bed aad
got such information as lead them to believe
that Campbell was not far off. Patting Alexan-
der in the charge of two men, with order to
bring him to Charleston, Constable Gr ffith
was abo,ut to start anew on tho track, when Dr
Grigsby put his gun to the bxeait ot Aden and
shot him dead, before any one could interfere.

This broke up the pursuit for the tim 'gi
aud it in prot parties will escape,

As the mi i hands of the au-an-

thoritieVwe comment upon
the sutjev-t- .

We unders that Aden mad o no defense
when areste t adm.tted that he was along,
stating that ( bell had a gun loaded with
miiinie ball, ' the others had only pistols

As yonng iby was killed with a minnie
ball, is is pre tble h was shot by Camobell

It is i hor affsir, and has its origin in the
lawlessness ad by the present war. Whj
wil! not the rulers mako peace? Surely blood
enough has been shed

A Treaaonable fathering.
The New York Evening Pest states that a se-

cret meeting was held in that city on Friday
evening, whose ostensible purpose was to con-sa- lt

in regard to the " diffusion of political in-

formation at the present crisis " It real object,
however, was to raise a fond for the circulation
of tiolitical ignorance, as of treasenable news-

papers and peeches. The rich men of New
York are to supply tbe money, and the react nn-i- st

editors of the World, tbe Express, and The

Journal of Commerce the brain, for an active
and campa agaiuefc me gttvoru
ment or tne na and iu the behalf of a body
of rebels now aims. By means of ready
contributions from the purses of agents ot
foreign bankers, themselves the ai money
aget-t- of the continental despoti from the
gains the broker who gamble in ;s or mer- -

chandise. and from tbe coffers of
speculate on toe distrossei of th

pa f the sol
dii

-- t
I an rythnig. aa ooe of their speakers eid,.to
I bp Sown the loyal party of the nation, and
J to i the governnieit over, if they can, to
i tin rftebs who for nearly two years have
' been slaughtering jur suns, disturbing our peace,

ry lawv. r.

9tefiR; of Plaaiero
A

the n

to. to the i

'on . Dr Be

tion of abi
means whi

A numl-t-

some (

one resolu
chief difnr

the terms
Banks bad
this ha cal

has already been published,
provides that offiiers are to us(
to induce tho negroes to go to
respectful. So far from doing
were onticing away 0:h
sapported thi. said be had
the cars, met Lient. Croesmeu and Lient Grant
bringing away five or six negroes to join the
4tb regiment of Native guards ; that be accostd
tbe former and asked him by what authority be
ssi il iing this, and that the lientanan' reused
to answer h;m H then asked the lieutenant
hi name, but be refused to give this also. Un-

der these circumstances he proposed an app'o-priat- e

resolution.
This resolution was passed, a great deal more

beifjf aajd in. guop'.rt of it One gentleman
said that no passes were require.! from the ne-

groes, either on the railroad or elsewhere : an-

other that he had lost eight last week : another
that twelve or fifteen soldiers wee ou his pian- -

it impossible to follow. Instruc
oen given to the cr. vo-.- t mars!
rangement proposed by Gen. I
enrrisd not were rear?. Dr. Ko
resoln-ion-

, or memorial, to G n Ban
Th

lengthy discuss:on, some
ing arguing that it was in
that they w ire there to s is how military law
could best be carried ou ; and that it was cer- -

tain Gen. Banks neither
tabu h civil law, while ot
fident of the contrary. E !y Ur. Km
resou ion was postpou th S 87 I

ien Jmsuts

Banks wi'h t e r Their
jects were to hav
to have police
pinsbea ; to hai the
provost judgeship filled by the same pei
and to have abadinad estates resumed. .'

True Delta, 19fA:

rtr;roea a Nolelier.
Tha Port Riyal correspondent of the New

York Times communicates tho following in re-

gard to the negro regiment in that department:

It is said that thas author htAd
the recruiting o

as s on as they
iment of South
T. W Higo-i- n-

mant, arrived by th- Star of tbe South from New
York, wi'h a crmmiasion to raise thi second
regiment There wiil be little impediment in
the way of doing this if, as I am informed will
be the ease ti e work of co::on planting is not
carried on next sprirg. and tho able negrrx s
now on the plantations within our lines are

to enlist Ls- - Wednesday General
Hun'er d'opped in acriden'a'ly at the review of
t ie 1st regimTf, jnst previ' as to i s departure
ontrangp ;rts upon an expd:ti n down the coast,
the obje cf wfrch 1 have not heard. The
regiment mado a fine appearnnce. numbering
about eight hundred men. end parading six

panies first formed by Gen Hnuter. did admi
rably.

W: vnver ra" rere those
si's offiet LaMS) Were

' .ous esj

lone be h

Me. It
attitude

lhoir
nnd pre

iu dt
niott
pasteu
though more than one-hal- t tie men hat
b en nnder a mouth's instruction. Whei ley
were formed in sqnare, Gen. Hunter enter on
the invitation of Col. Higginson, and w re--
ceived with enthusiastic cheers, the Lreneral
uncovered, and speaking witjj that terse force
always to be noticed in silent men, who seldom
throw away words, said :

" Men : I am glad to be in th- - midst of yon-Gla- d

to have seen so fioe an exhibition of pro-

ficiency as yon have shown this day. I only
wish thee were 100,000 of you to fight for the
Union. I see no reason why you shou'd not
make as go d soMiers as any iu the won
I trust that on ell occasions yon will be ind
willing to do your whole duty. I am su hat
you are all ready to fight for the liberty o our

wives aad children. Men who will not h for
their liberty are not worthy to have it. ai arill

always continue enslaved. I shall do my ut-th- at

moet to look after your co see
jou aro properly paid, fe and clothed. I wish
yon good day. I hope h rreafter to meet you
when you have earned distinction for your- -

selve3."

One Tbeaiaad raVgroea ft to .tlrxieo.
Correspondence of th i Loadoa Tlnien j

Alexandria, January 8. The Mrprdnente
of th 28 h ult , and. I be'---- me and

vi karo otuer r reach pape n
two days ago, contain a statement Mat the lce-r- oy

of Egypt bad agreed to supply the French
government with a regiment of one thousand
negroes to serve with the French army in
Mexico. These nun, it was added, would be
embarked on ihe government txaneport Lta

Seine, which arrived here a short time ago with
troops for Cochin China, and would be conveyed
direct from Alexandria to their destination in
America.

The Seine has actually sailed trom Alexan-
dria with some four hundred or five hundred of
the Viceroy's negro .oldiers. The men had been
brought down from Cairo in the usual manner,
little suspecting what was going to befall them.
Late last n'ght a body of police was sent down
to tbe harbor, whre thoy seiz d all the boatmen
they could lay their bands upon and dispatched
them to Meks, a place at the entrance a the
harbor, some three miles beyond the terminns of
tbe railway, and where the Isthmus of Suez
canal company has opened its quarries.

Toe Seine meanwhile had got up steam and
was lying off the same spot With the assis-

tance of the boatmen, the operation of embark-
ing the unfortunate emigrants was goon per-

formed. Early this morning all was over, and
o well had the thing been managed thas the

Seine was miles away out at r.ea long before
thore was even a suspicion in town of what had
happened.

It is said that tbe men are reqaihai to perform
the roach work of the camps in Mexico, for
which Earopeans have been found aitogethar
nnAs r.A kik. , it ia assorted, the neorueg.

j uumtovj, uu - - -

from being inured to the effect of a tropical
climate, will be able to undertake with impu- -

nity. But no person of course, expects that
I single one of tbeae unfortunate creatures will

ever return to Egypt to give aa account of ItU

experience in she New Wcrld.

Gks. Sam K'l'!,TO!, Houston " Tf-gm- oh

acknowledges the receipt of one hundred
dollars from Gen. Houston and his wife for She

benefit of the wounded of she Galveston fight.

The General's health it itated to be inmroviiig.


