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MORNING EDITION.

JACKSON, MISS.
SATURDAY MORNING. MARCH 21.

A IHORT Hi f DKCI!lirS WAR.
We have recently remarked an unusual quie-

tude on the part of several of the Damocratic
leaders in some of the Northern States, not at
ail eon- - . ut with their professio'ns ninety days
age. and heard the same thing observed
by other observers frequently, bat have as yet
seen bo reasonable explanation. The Washing-

ton Chronicle Abolition asserts that " tbe
Democrats have nobly resolved to postpone all

disputes, and to heal all dissensions, and to

strengthen the Executive in every, measure he

has adopted to crush the rebellion ;" and at the

late Uunion meeting in New York, John Van
Bcren said " I am for a vigorous prosecution
of the war, and for sustaining the government
is a general assault on every stronghold of the
rebellion, and in ninety days the people will be

astonished at thcmstlvts for tvtr believing that the

ail ministration lutd such a wonderful strength as

thtff smfpstd."
The Richmond Examiner thicks that those

who have been preaching for a cessation of hos-

tilities, having become convinced that they were

ahead of public sentiment, have consented to a

"sudden and complete effort of tbe Federal
armies, for which their entire strength shall be

concentrated in the next ninety days," and thst
while they do not believe the effort will be suc

cessful, they adopt it "as tie only process by
which the conclusion of the war can be at
tained." " There is," says the journal quoted,
"still sufficient hope, hate and fanaticism inj
tbe Northern people to rendor them averse to

peace until the impossibility of subjugating the
South is more completely established than it is

now, and tbe only argument to a.tar this condi
tion of tbe public mind must be sought on the
fieids of new battles more sanguinary and
decisive than those yet fought; althangb.
therefore, the late, advocates of an armistice be-liv- e

in their hearts that tbe torrent of blood

about to flow, and the pyramids of corpses

which their words are building, will all be

without the least avail, they hiss on 'the dogs cf
war, incite the people and the administration
to push all their force upon the Confederate
lines, thrust ali their soldiers iuto tbe tire at
once, get a belly full of battle, wounds, death
aod despair, and so satisfy themselves before

that " war is useless as bad, and
peace is good," or, as Van Bpren says, that
a'l parties will ba astouished at the end of
th next ninety days that they believed the ad

ministration of Lincoln to possess tbe strength
hich they now suppose it to have.
We may, then, look for nothing else but wsx,

far a short time, if these conclusions are cor

rect. We may expect to meet tno utmost
strength of the section that is arrayed against J

as. " Ninety days'' will determine the bellig

erent attitude of our foes, ibey propose to
unite their strength for that period against us
If, at thnd of that time, v.--e are not beator,
the Northern people are to become convinetcd

i

that tne administration of Lincoln is not as j

powerful as it has bten suppreed to be," for it '
I

is proposed, without regard to consequences, io
.

risk all upon a question of time and timely J

!

It this tx rJw farced upon ns we shall
have need of all our forces, wu Mrtiatrit

'

ucon then 5s, arewe ready T Is our strength
mustered ? In view of the situation we incline I

to the suggestions of the Etominer. " What is
needed now is the real force of the army ; the J

men who have learned the trade of soldier?, J

thousands of whom art- - absent without leave,
!

absent on farlough. detailed here and there, or
lounging away their time in pretended sickness.
Let tbe government use decisive force to gatht-- r

op these men ; and let every kinsman, wife and
kinswoman persuade and compel them to return
to duty at once, la ninety days from thit time
tbe war will be decided in one way or another I

for this vear at least If we trirtmni. in .Tnlv !

there will be rest for all ; but if the last united
effort is successful and the flood breaks ia, tbe
sequel will be indeed horrible."

DRTKCfTIO OF THE sTBAiVRR
V ! ( lil .

We regret to learn, as we do by a letter from
Yazoo city, ef the destruction of the magnificent
packet steamer Notches, by fire, which occurred
on the Yazoo on the afternoon of the 13th host.

The beat left Yazoo city on tbe 12th inst.,
bound up, having on board forty-thre- e persons,
crew and passengers including three ladies
and freighted with thirteen hundred bales of
cotton. Owing to the large grae of the boat,
and tbe smallness of the stream, she was com
pelled to lay up at night. On the afternooa of
the 13th mst , just after landing a kdy, the cry
of fire was heard, and then occurred one of
those scenes which can only be realized by one
who has witnessed similar accidents. - The
flames gained so rapidly that tbe passengers
and crew had barely time to gain the boiler
deck and leap overboard. Through the exer-

tions of the pilot. Captain Seabitry. tbe boet
wag backed as far into the swamp as she would
go, the whole country being overflowed. As
soon as it was found that tho boat could go no
farther ail on board leaped overboard, and goon
the water was dotted with tbsir forms. Captain
Christy was the last to leave the boat, and is
stated to have acted with the greatest coolness
and judgment.

We are advised of two instances of individual
courage, worthy of mention. A member of the
2d Texas regiment, after reaching a p'aco of
safety, heard the screams of Mrs. EDDY, who
with her husband was but a few feet from the
burning wreck, when be plunged in and res-

cued her. Another member of the fame regi-
ment,

a
who did not cease bis efforts to extinguish

tbe flames until his buckskin jacket was burned
to a crisp, leaped fr?m the guards, and although
he had the use of but one arm in swi-
mmingthe other having been disabled by a
Yankee bullet be swam to the assistance of a
drowning negro and succeeded in rescuing him
The names of these" two gallant gentlemen are
given to us as Messrs. FLETCHER and LaWson.

The Natchez will be remembered by all who to
are acquaioted with the craft on the river when
tbe war broke oat, as one of the largest and
finest packets on the Mississippi. She wag
burned to the water's edge
wEverything transpired so quickly that there

as no time te make any preparation whatevor,
to put on a lite preserver or save anything at all. lie
Messrs. Wilson, Atkiks and Bound.". the
two 'first passengers, and the last named chief j in
engineer were drowned. Six negroes are miss- -

ing, of whom one is known to have been bnrn-e- d

to death on the wreck. Captain Eddt, a j

volunteer pilot, aad his lady, were on board ;

both saved but badly burned. The rescued par-
ty was in the water about two hours, bef re
tney were taaeu to tne opposite snore, which
was dry. The citizens of the neighborhood
were untiring in their effjrt to make the suffer-
ers comfortable

Speculations. In our columns this morn
ing, will be found the views of Northern and
Southern writers, proposing a mods Jtf settling
existing d fficulHi-s- . See the article introduced
by a letter from Hon. H S. Foote, of Tennessee
and another from Sam. Medary's journal, the

Ohio Crisis.

rF" Tbe telegraph lines having again failed

we are withcut any dispatches from Richmond

or the seaboard this rooming.

Letter (rem fhnrlrifea.
Correspondence of the Mobile Register.

Charleston. March 11. Intelligence has
reached efricial circles here that General Burn
side hag been assigned to the command of the
Federal troops in this department. Tbe appoint
ment ?ives ertnoia! satisfaction among trie uon
federa'e?. An officer who marched his army
str .nt tifsini-- t one of nature's strongest ram
narts! by two hundred cannon and
piVhtv thousand of the best troops in the world,
when be might have gone around it, is the one
above all others whom we would like to see un- -

JfTtrik-- ' to conduct a campaign among the bays,
rivers , creeks, rriarsbenjand islands which reticu
late every foot of the coasts of Sonth Carolina
and Georgia. When the blind blunderer on
terra firma once becomes entangled in this net-

work of land and water, like the fly in the
meshes of the spider, he will find it difficult, if
not impossible, ever to extricate mmsell.

The enemy's attack, as indicated in a former
letter, will probably be made by water. If not,
there can be no good reason why they should
wait, as they are doirjg, for the arrival of addi-

tional iron-clad- s now reported to be on the way,
Thev have five vessels of this description al-

ready on the coast, and these are quite sufficient
to protect the water base of any movement by
land. The other vessels, understood to be three
in number, some say four, could not have been
sent for, except with a viow to operations by
water. It may be that they hope to ran the
euantlet of the forts and batteries, by which
the approaches to the city are defended, and to

the. scenes at Naw Orleans. They could
well afford to lose half of- their Monitors, should
thoir efforts bo successful.

But suppose they should pass the forts with
tSnir iron mnnstfera. or a nart of thorn what
then f Would they attempt to destroy the city
by their incecliary shot f Tbey certainly would,
unless the city surrendered. To this degrada-
tion, however, neither Charleston nor Savannah
will ever subnvt. Bat vessels of the Monitor
c'ass carry but little ammunition, owing to their
United stowtge not more than enough to last
fmm rix to eight hours when hotly engaged
When their original supply became exhausted,
how . would they get more f Could wooden
steamrs from the outnide pass the forts and go
to their reuei 7 lbey couid not. In no event,
therefore, c.uld the city, however badly battered
or bnrat, be forced to accept dishonorable terms.
Nor is it probable that a single Monitor would
survive the conflict If not dUablad on their
passage in, the probability is, they would be
csptured while in front of the city, or be de-

stroyed by the forts On their return.
The gallan'. Georgians have demonstrated at

Fort McAUit ter that these iron monsters of the
enemy may be successfully resisted. The les-

son was .timely, and did not come any too soon.
The capture of the Queen of the West and the
Indiinola, in the West, and the repulse ot three
vessels clad in thick iron on the Ogechee, will
disp-- l the terror with which these monsters at
one time inspired our people, and show them
that daring and courage are equal to any under-
taking.

The sudden deparlure of tbe Spanish consul
at this port, two days ago, took himself and tha
public by surprise. He was reported to be a
warm sympathizor with the Confederates, as
Mr Bench, tbe English consul, was ; and it is
belived be was recalled for the same reason.
He remarked, a few days ago, that the South
was fighting the battle ot Spiin, in that she was
contending, in part, for the system of laoor
common to both

The Plih Rrvelntiew Tbe JIagnitudr
el ihr .tloremeat.

From the London Times

doubt of the magnitude
of n. We have no details.
and the bar telegraphic summaries come to us
front tbe Risatan authorities, who, of course,
represent events as favorably as possible for
their esnse. But nothing can be more ominous
than eypri (he) meager reports. The dates and
names of places cannot err. The oolumn of
Polish r.ews. and a map of th country, are
enough to show how widespread is the revolt,
and wtat little progress has been made in sup-it-

,

in spite q all allerged victories over
tbe mroig .. We.ngrow, which it is said has
been taken the Russiaby tr a bloody con-- i
flict, is considerably to tbe east of Warsaw,
near the fruntior of Rnssia proper. On the otker
side, the coun'rv on the Prussian frontier has
been the scale of events apparently of go mnch
importance. In a combat on the 6th, the Rrts-- I

sians are said to have keen defAte ' and a num-
ber of the imperial trocps, probably disaffected
Poles, fled across the trontier. In the south
there has been severe fighting, and the Warsaw
arid Vienna railway bag ratten into the
of 'urg-iiHa- . Of the universality of the
mnv, ra-- nt there can tie no doubt, It was said
at first that the larger proprietors and peasantry
stood aloof from it, and that it was supported
principally by the smaller citizens, who suffered
mo?t from the conscription. This account of
tbe revolt, however, is npw plainly inadequate
Whatever may have been the truth at first, it
is now evident that this is a great national in-

surrection, in which men of all classes have
joined; that u is determined it may a des-

perate attempt by an oppressed people to deliver
themselves of a yoke savbich had become un-
bearable. It is, indeed, a proof of the reality of A
their misery that, after so many years' subjec-
tion, they should try the fortunes of war at a
time when Russia has no external enemy, and
when the suctvxs of imperialism in France and
the desire of Europe to have rest from revolu-
tionary excitement must have given them little
hope of support from the West. It is now as-

serted that the great land proprietors are as-

sisting the insurgents with horses and provisions.
It will be seen from the dispatches we pub-
lish y that fears of a rising are entertained
even in the Prussian territory. The Prussian
army is in motion, and a large torce is to be
concentrated in the disturbed districts. From
Austria, we hear that the Emperor had pro
rogued tne (raitcn LMet. and that the resolution
is supposed to have been adopted in conse-
quence of Prince Sapieha haviug announced
his intention of proposing that the Diet should
vote an address to the Emperor requesting bis
diplomatic intercession with the Czar in favor
01 1

of tbe War at the fYorlh.
While we are suffering the miseries springing

from a deranged and redundant currency, it is
sweet tc know that the hateful Yankees, the
authors of all our woes, have not escaped similar
evils. From a gentlemen who left New York to
ten days ago we have received an interesting
and highly gratifying account of the condition
of the curruncy and tbe markets of that great
metropolis, which, being its centre of trade and nowealth, is a certain index of the condition of
affairs throughout the North.

Our informant says that the price of every
article in tbe market has risen two hundred and It

great many of them three hundred per cent.
Real estato is held at fabulous prices, and will
not be sold fat greenbacks at any price. A piece
of coin is no more seen in circulation than it is
with us. Tbe small change consists of postal a
currency, individual notes, bar-roo- m tickets, nr.
milk ticket), etc., back notes having long since
disappeared from circulation, and are hoarded
by individuals who are afraid to offer them for a
sale lest they should be arrested for attempting

depreciate the precious greenbacks.
lue Aorta issun-rtn- g another evil of tlmost

equal magnitude. The Alabama, Florida and Esq.
have sent dismay to the hearts of the

the underwriters, and tbey refuse utterly to in
sure goods m lankee bottoms, uonsi queutiy, ia
the immense Yankee merchant navy is idle, and

rotting at the wharves. Thousands of men
are thrown out of employment, and ihe suffering

all the coast towns is terrible.
But by far the greatest evil that now afflicts la

Northern cooitUMttities is the universal distrust
which, like a moral pestilence, pervades all
classes. Tbey are destitute of confidence in

currency, their army, their rulers, and
themselves, and with the gloomiest apprehen-
sions look forward to the future. to

Our cwiu i.h seem mure endurable when we wh
know that our enemies are f uttering, even in a
greater &egte.-RUhmo- itd fixtmner. f

LETTER FROM ?ltKBFBO.
Special Correspondence of tbe Memphis Appeal.)

VicxsHURG. March 20, 1863.

After the defeat of General Sherman's army at
Chickasaw bayou, tbe emmy was withdrawn from here

to recuperate bis strength, and eoncoct- - but plans for

another attempt to redace thia rebel stronghold, and,

after an absence of two or thr- e weeks, be again re

tarned with double his former foreea, and boldly ad-

vanced to within foil view of tbe city, where he came

to a stand, and now hag boon in that position for two

mouths, and yet no attack has been attempted, though

he never for a moment relaxes his threatening and bel--

Ugerent at ltade.
Tbe gruat Importance to tha Federal government of

opening the Mississippi at Vickcburg, has called forth
the stronc at eadeavwrs which It has vet made It has

eat his best generals and bravest soldiers to this point

aad they will not be turned back from their object by

any Ic short of destruction. For so lorg as the South

holdi Vicksburg and the Mississippi valley, the existence

of the North is not only insecure but nieuac-- d by a dis
solution, hlch will be nearly certain, within the next
year. With tbe Mississippi wholly under tUi tr control,
and New Orleans In their absolute possession, so that
tbe Western States wtul.l be well assured of an outlet
to the sea, they might be conciliated.

If the West i m States were ass-re- d of an open and

uninterrupted navigation of the great river, as before
the war, It might be possible for the Northern States te
continue In life until death, which now preys open it.
would inevitably seal its fate from its instinct and
natural corruption. But it feels acutely tbe necessity
of (training every nerve for the quick recovery of the
river. There might yet be a patsibllity that foreign
powers might demand an armistice, and unless It has
won the free navigation, when that event happens,
there la little hope of the Northwest when the trumpet
sounds again.

Tbe brave band that la here to defend Vic ksburgfs
inspired by equally strong motives. Half our amp re
Ilea beyond the river. If we lose our hold on this great
artery of the continent, the highest portion of the coun
try future life is rendered uncertain. The army which

holds Vicksburg consists of men whose fortunes are
raked on tbe result of the struggle now approaching.
If any men ever had cause to fight, thev have It. Let
us trust that Providence will again crown with victory
tbe glorious hills which Hiey defend. And unless some
untoward and unforeseen misfortune should come upon
trf elsewhere, we may all rest in confident security that
Vicksburg will hold bar, own.

The enemy is now quiet before this place, but not
Idle. Several attempts have be :n madu to work the
dredgeboat down toward tbe mouth of tbe canal under
he cover of darkness, but the watchfulness of our

lower batteries has thus far foiled all their efforts. Our
guns are active in preventing any work being done at
the mouth of the canal, and it is becoming a nice qnes?
tion of bew the Yankeeaafa to get the ditch in naviga-
ble order at Che lower end, where all the work will have
to be done directly under our gnns, ana not being able
to elucidate the problem, I respectfully refer tbe matter
to the consideration of the Yankees, as being a ques-

tion in which they themselves are mostly, concerned.
Iu one of my letters a few days ago, I referred to the

fact that several boats had gone up the Yaaoo river a
short distance. It now turns cut that they went up
there for the purpose of getting Into Steele's bayoa,
which leads Iuto another bayou, whose name I bare
not learnod, and from thence into Deer creek, and at
the present stage of water the enemy's boat can go
anywhere through tbe bayons Rad creeks, and have
reached the very garden spot of the State on Deer
creek, where they wilt do an immense amount of mis-

chief In destroying and laying waste tbe best farms in
atigsLisippl.

I have, however, reliable knowledge thatthe eneny
will not be able to luxuriate long in that port of the
country. Arrangements are made and already in an
advanced state of perfection, which will soon teach tbe
Yankees that the Confederates have a word to say
about their doings. We may expect to hear af stirrbig
news from that quarter before many days. At present
tbe indications seem to point to the probability that we
may have to meet the bulk of the. Federal army at some
point In the Yazoo country, and there is but little doubt
of our ability to do so.

Some curiosity exists here as to the whereabouts of
the Confederate fleet below. There are now two splen-

did Yankee vessels in the river and making their way
np to Vicksburg, and the question i, where is the Queen
of the West t Echo answers. We can rest assured that
there will be a mn.g on tbe river below, and that very
shortly, aad at bo great distance from this point. It la

believed here that an attempt wlii be made to unite the
two Farrsgut vessels with the fleet above, and that
some more running the gftuntlet, either up or down,
will be attempted almost any night. NESTOR.

LETTERS FROTI RICOiriOrYD.
Special Correspondent of the Memphis Appeal.

RiCWlorJD, March 12, 1S53.

The day is raw and blustering ; this morning there
was ice iu the gutter-'-, and about noon we had a slight
fall of snow. Winter has not relaxed his hold. Per-

haps this Is fortunate. A backward spring may secure
us an abundant harvest of fruit, and this is great'y to
be desired In tb--? present dearth of provisions.

There was an animated debate in the senate this
morning oa the question of tbe rights and privileges of
reporters, growiag utit of the report of tbe special com-m- i

ttee appointed to consider the same In connection
with the recent passage of compliments between Sen-

ator B: own, of Miffliasippl, and Mr. Steadman, the sen-
atorial reporter of the Richmond Enquirer. The com-mitt- e

eoBceived that Mr. Steadman had transgressed the
proper limits of reportorlal license and abused the
courtesy of the senate, and therefore recommended his
expulsion. Several senators sustained the report of the
committee only oue, Mr. Yancey, of Alabama, op-

posed It. Mr. Yancey contended, with a good deal of
earnestness and force, that the step proposed wee In
violation of the freedom of tbe press, but he could cot
Induce h& fellow members to think so, and Mr.
Stedman was expelled by a large majority of votes.

enbte'quftbt motion to excli-d- from the reporter's
desk In future any representative of the Knquirrr waa
voted down. The whole business was beneath ibe dig-

nity of the senate, and the expulsion was at best a very
small measure. I have a reference to the misunder-
standing between the honorable senator from M ssi
slppl and the gentleman just kicked out, when I say
that iu general the members of legislative bodies owe
more to the press than any other class af citisena. If
the speeches made npon the floor af any deliberative
assembly, I care not what, were printed In the newspa-
pers Just as they were delivered, fa totidem Verbis, many
gentlemen who are reported orators wonld cut but a
sorry figure before the pnblic The reporter makes the
speech presentable, clothes the speaker in good gram-
matical apparel, mendi the rents that
too often appear iu his poetical quotations,
and not nnfrequently gives the outward seem-
ing of sense te the bo'dest and most disjointed

Is the member grateful for all this t In nine
cases out of ten, not a bit of It. Indeed It it the

thiogin the world, these men complaining of the
reporter that he does not rise to the comprehension of
their remarks, or has failed to put their views as strong-
ly as they wore set forth in debate. If the reporter
wanders from the record to submit his own oninloaa
ipon the oratory of a tenator, it is a r'ght that belongs

every citizen of the Confederacy, and the senator has
tbe same remedy for any wrong thus done him with any
body else. Senators are not above criticism, surely, and

be going.to a strange length to maintain tha
editor who chose to comment severely on a senator's

speech shon not be allowed th' reafter to tend s
porter to taste down the senatorial proceediegs. Yet

seemt difficult to say wherein consist the differ-
ence between such comment by an editor and individual
remark bracketed by the reporter In hi daily sum.
raary. Deliberative never gain by making
war upon the press. The old United State ten

aid nothing for its reputation by eroellina old
Kltcole rrom ita privileged seats, and the Enquirer

will probably tnrvive the expulsion of Mr. Sieadmao,
Aprtpos of the Dress and of printing, there never was

much paper and .'printer's Ink consumed In Rich
mood as at tbe present moment. The Sentinel, a now
journal of newi and polities, made ita first appearance
yesterday under the editorial conduct of R. M. Smith,

, recently of the Enquirer, and formerly editor of
Virginia Sentinel, of Alexandria. It is a very respect-

able looking sheet a wail printed aa tonld be expected
these dayt of blockade, and spreading before its rea

dersanagreeybie miscellany of editorial and selected
articles, with the usnal telegraphlo items and extract
frem exchanges. The newspapers of Richmond are all

a flourishing condition. The Whig, whiah ha not
advanced ia the price of subscription, gains
dally in Influence and circulation ; tbe Examiner is In
everybody' hand.. ; the Enquirer, since John Mltchel's
secern Ion, has largely Increased In tbe number of Its
readers, even these who disapprove his coarse desiring

tee what so brilliant a writer has to cay for himself,
le the Dltpntc, onoe circulating daily at many as

twenty five thousand copies, ttlil retains a considerable
ipulerity, though many subscribers have been forced are

to give it up on account of its wretched typography.
The literary papers are also exceedingly prosperous.
The Magnolia, a new competitor for pnblic favor, has
already reached a very large figure in the number of
copies sold, and the lUnttratti Jiemt is forced cvt'y
week lo decline orders for thousands of copie',
the proprietors being unable to pun; tbem. In both
these works the wise coarse has been pot sued of paying
handsomely for literary contribuUous, by pursuing
wiii.-.- policy the proprietors will soon create a lib rary
class, and draw around them a corps of writer that will
make their papers a sort ef necessity to the educated
people of the South ; In the book line, .Messrs. West &.

Johnson distance all rivals in the number, frequency
and good appearance of their publications. Tbey have
new in press a new original novel, by a member of

artillery, of New Orleans ; a translation of
La Miserable, of Victor Hugo ; a reprint of Willie Col

lins' "No Name j" "Oreenway Court," by John Et'er
Cooke ; anew and revi-e- d edition of - War Songs of tbe
South," besides any number of plays, novellettes and
biographies, aad many expensive military and scientific
works.

There was a rumor afloat yesterday evening concern-
ing Governor Seymour, of New York, that he wts de-

termined to resist the enforcement of the conscription
act in that 8tate, but It is probably wholly without
foandatiou.

It was Capt. Mosby, of Gen. Fitzhngb Lee's cavalry,
who took the Yankee prisoners mentioned in my latter
of yesterday. 1 he capture occurred in Fairfax and no
in Lowdon, and there was no fight, as the telegraph
stated, bat the victims were taken in bed. Among tbcm
wai the Yankee Brigadier-Genera-l Slaughter.

DIXIE.
RlCHMOSD, March 1:1, 1813.

The fire bells have been ringing, at short Intervals,
for throe or four days. Two or three alarms have been
occasioned by the breaking out aJreib cf the burning
embers at Public warehouse, and the rest have arisen
from the destruction of aheds and stables in various
part of the city. The State of Virgin! , it ia aald, will
not, after all, be a heavy leaer by tho Public warehouse
fire. The greater portion of tbe tobacco reached by the
flames was only partially consumed, and what remain,
the core of each hogshead, will sell now for as much m
it originally cost The State insures tbe depositor- - only
t the extent of the price p... 1 for ihe article when It

was first Btored In Ihe warehouse, and it Is thought that
many of the owners will be glad to release the State by
taking what remain of their p operty, charred and wet
a it is, rather than give It up for ita value two years ago

This morning, at 11 o'clock, a dreadful accident oc

curred in the cartridge factory of tha ammunition works
of tbe Confederate States, on Browu'd island, at the
foot of Seventh street, in this city, by which a large
number of person, mostly females, were killed or
wounded. The cause of the dwuster is not and proba-

bly never will be known : but doubtless through seme
extraordinary carelessness a spark was communicated
to the poVder contained in the workshop where several
hundred operatives were employed in the manufacture
of cartridges, and half tbe building was wnmedi-atel-

blown into the air. The scene at the bridge.
connecting the Island with the mJn lanl, which was
presented ten minutes after the fatal explosion, beg
gars all description. Mothers crying out In the wildest
agony to learn the fate of their daughters, children
rushing to hear of their mothers, hnsbunds busily en
deavoring to ascertain whether their wives were

in the appalling sacrifice, crowded tbe approach
to the Island, where a guard bnd been stationed to keep
off the throng. It wa not long before the bodies of the
dead and mutilated victims were brough over, one by
oue, some scarcely recognizable in the horrible disfigure-
ment they had undergone, others suffering tbe mo t ter-

rible tortures. A I write it is not positively known how
many Hiss were lost or how many operatives were
maimed by the casualty. The killed, I fl ar, will not
fall short of twenty and tbe wonnded will probably
number fifty or sixty. A Confederate officer in the
Ordnance Department had just been assigned to dnty
in th cartridge factory, and manifested gro.it impa
tience yesterday to have the proper papers made out at
the wr office. They were not ready, this morning, and
the impatient officer's life was no doubt saved by the
delay. How strange and unaccountable are the chances
of cur daily existence 1

The Northern .papers premise that Hooker wi'l ad
vance from Fredericksburg at the very earliett moment
after the drying up of the roads, though we receive no
lutelllgene of this sort from the ;ice of uur army, a d
the tcouts of General Lee are active aud vipiiant, al-

ways Informed beforehand of an Intended .movement.
The Yankee deserters, who every day get across tie
Rappahannock, all declare that Booker has no ideut ef
advancing, and that It is at least doubtful whether bir
troops would obey au order to move over ibe river
again.

The difficulty between Hunter ami Fuster, at BStea
Head, ha been bappily settled by the appointment of
Burnslde to the command of the troop who are to at
tack Charleston by lanl. The leader who deemed hbxv

self Incompetent to manage the army of the flllOU! ,

aad whose estimate of his own capacities was fully con-

firmed by the Frederickilmrg disaster, wili not be like-

ly to win many laurels when confronted w'th Beauie-gard- ,

nor wiil his presence do much toneo'trage 'rou;--

who are by no means inspired with the liveliest hopes
of success. "P. W. A." telegraphs that the combined
attempt upon Charleston ha been fixed (or the 19th
instant Thursday of next week so that the month of
March will be likely to witness more important results
than have yet been produ. ed by the war. The Yan-

kees are more confident than ever of winding up the
affsira of Jefferson Davia. and commencing basine t4

again by the 1st of July under the old style of E. Pluri-b-

Unum at Co., but Cbariea-o- n and Ricbtr.-n- pre
two points In the calculation which must he reduced, or
their expectation will be again disappointed.

Both house of Congress were in sec et aesslno for
the greater part of tbe time Iu the hor.se of

representative, yesterday, it wa- - determined by v. te
that there ! no right of protest open th-- . journal oo
the part of a member with reference to lesti'atkn
which is cbnoxlon, to him. but that bis negative vo--

must alone s'gnify his d approbation. In the seaa-.a- ,

this morning, the further dlsca-sio- of the bill for the
organ za ion of the Sup-ern- e Court of the Confedera e
State-- , wat porponed till Monday, the 16th Instant,
when Mr. Wigfall Will be entitled o the floor.

The elty caption' full of thieves nd robbers. Fresh
Instances of crime are afforded every day. N ght be-

fore Isst some miscrean s broke into the stables of Wm
A'ien, Esq., a wea'tby gentleman of R chmond, for-

merly of C'aremont, on Jante river, and stole sevtn
horse acd two carriage The property wa af'er-war-

found in the street, parts of th town,
the hones bally beaten, and th earriaj6 brc-ke- aad
demol'shed. It i difficult to c ncelve a m tive for o
base and cowardly a pieo cf mischief.

The name of the brigadier-genera- l captured by Capt.
Moeby, of Gen. Fltthngh Lee's eiva'.ry. wm Slough
ton, not Slaugktvr. He is a Vermont Ywkee, rnd
probably invector and proprietor of Stoagbton's pre
mium bitters.

The woather is excetvvely co'd temperature below
tbe freezing point and the wind blowing keenly frcm
the north. i': ,

tIR PKfiSRrY F DIFFICULTIES.
Another JVortkt-r- Proposition.

From the Columbm (Ohio; Crtsia)
HIGHLY IMPORTANT SUGGESTIONS.

We call especial attention to th. following
article from one of our correspondents. We
have never had a doubt but what, if any reason-
able number of States would take the initiaftve
of a " convention of States," that a'l eyes wonld
be turned towards the movement, and all the
other States would, in due season, be drawn to
it. Till then, and not till then, will tbe people
of this torn and distracted nation begin to com-
prehend the real condition and stte of things.
Every hour the government at Washington is
losing control of its own affairs. It has already
yielded up the control of a large portion of its
military, who are acting in squads, on their own

so

ideas of ' military necessity." The Postmaster-Ge-

neral already admits, in an official report,
that he has no power over his own department,
but submits it to the local military authorities.
To avoid general confusion and universal an-
archy, the people the States have got to act,
and that without delay, that somtthtsg in tbe
end may be saved. Congress admits it is of no
fuither use. than to appropriate money, levy
taxes, and raise negro troops, as it thinks and
concedes that the white man is a failure, and
inadequate to the task.

Every hour is squandering lives and prop-
erty, aud the condition of affairs growing worse
and worse- - The people are every where in a
state of consternation, md crying for peace, or
something that will nut a stor to the awfui
waste of life and property.

This nroiect of a nr.TOntinn of Krt.,a in nn
only feasible but proper. It is beginning in
the right direction. It will end In tbe right
place. We must truly have more of tho spirit
f our venerated fathers ia this business. We

equal to the task if we undertake it.

We may expect hostility to the measure from
both the Washington acd Richmond govern-
ments, and from both the Congresses in session
at those places, but we must never loose sight
of the fact that it is tbe people and not the poli-
ticians congregated at those points who are the
governments. .Never let that fact escape you.

Tbe Legislature of Illinois and Indiana have
a measure of this sort in contemplation. Let it
be pressed, and soon a new and brighter scene
will open to our view :

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION OF THE NOTH- -
W ESTERS STATE.

From the Crisis.

It is a rational belief that tho duration of our
Union would have been perpetual, and the tri-

umph of constitutional liberty complete, if the
spirit of the members of the convention which
formed tbe Constitution and the State commu-
nities whieh BUggented and accepted it, had abi-
ded with their successors forever. Hence it is
also u rational belief, with all those who hearti-
ly desire a reordination of oar system of gov
eminent, that the States and the people must
come back to the principles and tbe feelings
whieh pervaded them when the Union was born,
in order that it may have a new bir'.li, and a new
baptism in the waters of experience. Sooner or
later all mnst come to this conclusion, or con-
sent to abandon forever the form of govern- -

. . W
j ment which brought us ail our oie.sgmgs. Uur

highest interests will be best subserved by our
getting, as soon as possible, in the tracks of tbe
authors of our institutions, and troinsr alont... .... m . . . "wttn tnem ti,i we arrive at where the roads
cross, and there plant a memorial signboard for
tbebeuefit of posterity

When it was discovered that the " Articles of
Confederation" were insufficient for the healthful
working of sue!! a system of government as the
peculiar conditions and relations of the people
and the States required, the States practically,
if not declaredly, resolved themselves back into
tbe original separate sovereignties which by
combiued action had made "the Confederation,"
for the purpose of getting rid of that Confedera-
tion and instituting a new " general govern-
ment." The indubitable historic steps in this
process were briefly these :

On the 21st day of January, 1786, the Legis-
lature of Virgi'tia appointed eight commission-
ers " to meet such commissioners as may
be appointed by the ether States, at a time and
place to bo agreed on, to take into consideration
the trade of the United States." This was 'the
original starting poiet from which resulted the
formation of the Federal Cohstitution and i'
adoption by the States respectively. The move
of Virginia was responded to by the four States,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, aud
Delaware, and the action of these five States
resulted in the meeting of bat twelve commis
)iou'T3 at Annapolis, on the !lth day of Sep-
tember, 1786 This small o ivention made a
report on tbe 14th, in which was expressed the
conviction that it would d to advance the in-
terest of tho Union, if all the Sia'es would con-
cur in the appointment of commissioners to
meet in the city of Philadelphia. Pa, on
the second Monday of May ensuing, " to de-
vise such further provisions as shall appear to
them necessary to render tbe Constitution of the
Federal government adequate to the exigencies
of the Union." Virginia promptly responded
to tbe suggestion, by the appointment through
her Legislature, on the 16th or!" "October, 1786,
ot seven oommissioners to the proposed conven-
tion. On the 83d of November, New Jersey
appointed five delegates ; Pennsylvania seven.
on 30th of November; North Carolina five, on I

January 6th, 1787; Delaware five, oa 2i4 of
February, and Georgia six, on 10th Fjbr-arv- .

Thus these six States commisstioaed thirty six
Iwlelegates on and before the 10th of February,
no, tin me ssiei ot fecruHry, Uongr"ss,
awakened to the inevitable course of affairs,
gave tbe proposed convention its sanction

tbat such an instrumenta'ity off 'red
" the most probable means of establishing in
these SUtes a firm, national government " That
congressional resolution, it- - is thus apparent,
bad no agency in originating the convention,
aud DO influence over the States which had ap-
pointed delegates previous to its passage. Of
those appointing subsequently thereto, only two
alluded in any way to ihe congressional resolve.
a M tnese do not assign it as the auti un- -
der which they acted, or express the luB- -
currence m the " strong national gov
suggestion. The Legislature of New York, on
the 28th of February, appointed three delegates,
without any reference to or notice of the resolu-
tion of Congress. South Carolina similarly
acted, in its appointment of four delegates on
the 8th of Mtirch Massachusetts, on the 10th
of Murcb, designated five de!gtes, and referred
to the congressional action. Connecticut fol-
lowed suit in designating three delegates on the
21 Thursday of May. Maryland, on the 26th
of May, appointed five delegates, without allu-
sion to the immaterial meddling of Congress.
Iu the estr-- e way, New Hampshire selected four
on the 27ih of June.

Thus was the convention initiated and formed,
which gave ns the Constitution under which we
ti uriahed till 18ol. That Constitutiae became
"the supremo law of the land," to the extent of
its pri'visions, only after nine States had agreed
to recognizo and adopt it ; and extendei its pro-
tection ovor the remainder of tbe thirteen only
when they, seriatim, and-i- n their so;) irate sove-
reign capacity, consented.

Thus it is apparent that our late constitutional
govomment was created by the same power aad
by the same plan as those which formed tbe
original "articles of confederation," and that
neither authrity or plan was derived from, or
was owing to any sovereignty, power or direc-
tion

a
of that government. The' last article of

the Constitution of the confederation was in
these words : " The articles of this confedera-
tion shall be inviolably observed by every State,
and the Union shall be perpetual, nor shall any
alteration, at any time hereafter, be made in
any of them, unless such alteration be agreed to to
in-- a txjngress oi tne united States, aiel he at
terwards confirmed bv the Legislatures of entry "

VI fttiwil IU VfllD tOU
the Cor n wai supplanted in a manner not at
contemplated in, or directed by itself, but by
plans and powers as if it bad no existence, nor
had Congress any authority. The ntombers of
the convention wisely cuncladed that the orig-
inal source of power was the safest startin
point fur any improvement or change of that
government it nad created.

We are now, in this year of our Lord, 1863
in a greater state of complexity and derange-
ment. than wore our ancestors and the by
of 1787. The Constitution has ceased to be tbe be
rule of action for those representing the gov-
ernment of the United States, eleven Stated
have repudiated their authority, and made a
new Constitution after the manner of that which
was of late the charter for tbe whole, and the
two consf quent aggregations of States are en
gaged in a relentless and barbarous war. The
Congress of the United States ban taken no
actiou and promises to take none, looking to
any manaer of settlement kindred to that which
was so efhciout m 17r7, ia reckless insubordi-
nation to the principles aad rules ot govern
ment which were established then, it is power-
less

I
to vindicate what it wantonly violates. The

"'general government," with riven members
and soul disowned, can furnish neither the de
sign, tho spirit or the materials, for its own re
generation. Those can come only from the the
powers which originally made it, reformed it, his

and retain within themselves the elements and
tbe authority of its existence. The traditional and
separate State communities, are the demon-
strated

his

and acknowledged creators of our gen if
eral governmental system, and the peculiar fea-

ture which alone gave it a premise of duration
different from, and superior to, ali antecedent

republics. The prime cause of eur downfall
lays in that deprecialioa and unmmdfaiiiess of
Srate dignity and responsibility which resulted
from our unprecedented growth, and the hot men
bouse in'roduc ion of new member into ;he old
family of Slates.

Whre, then, stands the remedy for our ex-

isting
1

dissolution 7 Clearly in sei a ate and co-

operative
butS.ate action. Upon what States does

the eye of hope and expectation rest, as the
most proper, the most natural, the most probti-b'- e

initiators of successful action 7 Tbe response
from the Atlaatic to the Pacific, and from the
lakes to the gulf, spontaneously designate the
great States of the Northwest.

With a confidence, then, which is begotten
ouly of a reverenco for the past and a patrietic into
hopaor the future, it is hereby most earnestly so
coromei'Jed to the citizens of the Northwestern
Stales, that they immediately get about the pro-
curement of a convention with similar obieets to at

assembled in Philideiobia in 1737 mst
this end the Democratic nart v of these Statec I

owe it to their traditions, to their perennial dt- - and

votion tojour conatilntional liberties, that they
assemble without rjelay, In State convention in
tl respective State capitals, ior the purpose

e,f selecting as many commissioners or dele
gates as the several States are entitled to sena- -

? .... : it - ntors in ' iu whs- iwuoiwi vuu--

greei, to meet in convention in the city of Ch
j cago, on the third Wednesday of March, or c

May. or not later than the 4th of July, 1862

(and tbe earlier the better) to take iuto conside
ration the state of tho country, lher action
can, and mnst be, at least as important as that
of the convention of twelvo, which met at An
napolis on the 11th of September, 1786. It can
secure a general election in each of the States
represented, for delegates to tbe State convec
tions for the appointment of delegates to a gen
era! convention of the .State, to meet cerxt fall,
to form &u-:- a new bond of anion as Will draw
toge;hor very rupidly a majority of, or all, the
states which once former! our L nron.

Let there be a Democratic convention of the
Northwestern States at the earliest praticable
boar. It is the first best hope of national reor
ganization and ut constitutonal freedom through
out the world. JOURNALISI.

St jfAlL, February 3, 1863.

The rVerthwraterat Qttcatien.
Horse or Representatives, March 5, 1863.

To the Editor of the Richmond Whig :

I have just received a letter from one of the
most accomplished and innuentiai of my con-
stituents, a few extracts from which I send you
for publication iu your useful and patriotic
paper. The writer of this letter is oue of the
largest planters in the South, has given as much
attention to the questions connected with the
present war as any man now living, and is tbe
occupant of a placer of high official trust nnder
the Confederate government. Daily do I receive
similar letters from every part of tbe Sonth, and
I feel well assured that, in the army and out of
it, ninety-nin- e hundredths of our people concur
fully with my respected correspondent in all he
says tonchir g the importance of weakening the
enemy, by detaching, if practicable, the States
of the Northwest from their present connection
with the Lincoln despotism. Army contractors.
and others personally interested in prolonging
uie war, doubtless hold different language, but
their influence is too limited to justify the least
apprehension as to their being able to prevent a
termination of hostilities by the adoptim of
such expedients a are recommended in the
extrscts transmitted ; none of which ara at all
incompatible witb a vigorous prosecution of the
war.

I have the honor to be, very resp-etfrtll-
y. your

obedient servant, H. 8. FOOTE.
Hon. H. S. Foo'e. Richmond :

Dear Sir : Your efforts to suggest some plan
by whieh the war might be shortened, have
been praiseworthy. So little had been indi-
cated north of tbe Ohio river that it left every
move on our pert open to serious objections.

Time and efforts produced by the valor of our
troops, seem to have given existence to a senti-
ment which deserves a watchful attention from
statesmen of the South.

This sentiment is found among the agricultu-
ral interests in the "Northern" Valley of the
Mississippi river, and mainlv among the old
Democrats of that region. We occupy a posi-
tion now, and, have always done so, that we
could not make nroposals to the Lincoln govern-
ment. This is the true position still. To that
we bid dt fiance ; but to the Legislatures of In-
diana and Illinois, and other States of the
Northwestern Valley of the Mississippi, wh'ch
may come to their conclusions- - I hold a differ- -

ent'fpolioy to be correct. We shoal J meet their
resolutions with all the concessions we can con-
sistently make in trade and general commerce.
including, of course, the free navigation of the
Mississippi riverupon conditions, thuj :

1st Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kan-
sas and Minnesota, and perhaps, Ohio, shall
form the " Northern Confederacy."

Si. Both confederacies, " Southern" and
" Northern," to be politically independent. All
the slave States to belong to the Southern Con-
federacy."

3d. A league between the two, offensive and
defensive ; and runaway slaves to be returned,
the navigation of the Mississippi river and free
trade, atid " imports" at our tariff.

Advantages to both confederacies. The
"Southern Confederacy"' obtains peace. A
strong ally in war, and protection to slavery.
Her independence acknowledged bv the North-
ern Confederacy, which will be sufficient She
ob-ai- for her seaboard cities the importations
for both confederacies, and their freight on her
rivers and railroads.

The" " Northern Confederacy" gets rid of the
responsibility of slavery. It may aisnme what-
ever portion of the immense war dbt now ex
istiog, they may decide on.

It secures importations at our low tariff. It
secures its former market in the Sonth for i's
agricultural productions, and the same ue of
tbe great Mississippi river. Its political influ
ence gives position and place to its statesmen.
Its topography aud unity of pursuit , institu
tious and labor, secure harmony in iu legisla-
tion, and promise great prosperity. The two
loge'her. secure the adjacent te'ritori.n, a very
important point, as they cannot be united to the
rajrmant of the old Unite! States, lying east,
including New England, which brought on the
war. The two confederacies would be.ome tbe
"great nower" of the American continent

The Southern Confederary. based upon slave
labor, would always preponderate in intellect
and would control.

I present this to yenr well stored, prolific
mind, as an outline of what may come out of

wise course, in meeting the sentiment of the
Isnrthwest. heretofore alluded to

It is true tbey have fought ns ; invaded our
country ; wronged us terribly ; but that is done,
and cannot be recalled. It is a matter of in-

calculable advantage to cur Confederacy to
atop the sacrifice of life, and of some importance

limit the debt, and restore our citizens to
their homes. Concessions can be made to the at

Northern Confederacy " formed of the States
named, which will stop the war and benefit us

the same time. As a cotton planter, and ity
Slav owner, I would greatly prefer the league,
on the terms mentioned, to separate indepen-
dence, with the enmity of that peop'e to the in-

stitution of slavery. As soon as they are dis-
connected

ed
from slavery, it will cease to be die to

cussed everywhere.
If we are not strong, it may generate another

war. The league gives great strength. Under ter
this league, can be embraced what tbey mean

reconstruction. That is, their position will
as good, or better than before, and twenty-tw- o of

States will he in the league instead of thirty-thre- e.

But the New England States, New Jer-
sey,

the
Delaware, etc, are of no importance to

them. They have secured the market and trade.
and for these they were fighting ; and are also
politically disconnected from slavery. Indeed its
tbey thus obtain all tbey are contending for.
They say they are not fighting to free the slaves.
We obtain all we an contending for. and

I find ultra men, unwilling to do anything
but fight on. They are n- -t in tbe army. I
have been with the army since its organization.

know the opinion acd sentiment of the army.
They have suffered sufficiently, and desire peace. the

If tbe Northwest is met, oa the basis proposed
herein, I think we will enter the wedge which the
will sunder the present Authorities conducting

war. Lincoln will carry on the war during
administration, if he can get the support of no

these State's. We then should be on the alert.
if possible, deprive him of this portion of

army. I he balance we can whip, very soon. boat
necessary. Wo can conquer a peace from one

them ; but that will not be necessary. If Indi-
ana and Illinois withdraw tbe war will close.
With these proposals before them, they won't
fight longer. The other States named will fol-

low, or some of them at least
If this be neglec'sd on our part, the leadinc and

may be offered positions, which would neu-
tralise their efforts.

These States are a nart of thn Miaia.;nn;
valley, and their true alliance is with tbe Sooth.

ney are an agricultural people, and so are we ;
their products are different from ours, and

hence the advantages in a wmirnercial league.
Negotiations must berrin some tim -

alone won't adjust a difficulty.
I bave seen so little of the proceedings of the

Congress, that I am ignorant of what has been
discussed.

The prominent idea ia thip; We makenoDron- -
osition to Ihe government, bnt we should pnt been

shape what we will do with certain States,
as to induce them to cease warring.

fe" Daniel Starr, who waa e rrested last week.
Mootcrnmarv. as traitor and an ineamliarv.

with cneorlv InatioA Aftr hi eua u Dll

dnv ir.viic-t-d
"V.,- - waa nronnanrW! rniltv I

taken out and hanged. a

-
;
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LATEST BY TELEGRAPH.

Fretsa .'Irmpbia Hast the ferth.
Special to the Memphis Appeal.

URSJSaCA, March A) Tbe Memphis Argus of the
17th ho been received.

It It reported lh Federal have received ncth
great scare at Fort Daneiaon. A dispatch from the fo.l
to Cairo, dated the 16th, aayg i "Our cavalry report a
Confederate force of tw-lv- e thousand well armed tar
fantry withia twenty-eigh- t aafiaa Tbe country people
are nocking in, bringing au sort ef reports." Later

state there i no enemy withia ihe vicinyit
DIptc3M from Wbathingtoa state th it a la-g- e Coo--

federate force i encamped in the Shan ante, ah valley be
tween Newmarket and Btanntoj It styt Gen. Lee's
araiy bat not been weakened.

John W Ncwll, member of Congre from Mlotrf.
died in Washington on the 14th hut. Ha wa the leader
of the Missouri delegation In the late Cjagraaa, and a
ardent advocate of th policy of the Lincoln cabinet,
including the project for the emanciption of slaves ha
hi Stat.

Tbe Federal Senate adjourned oa the lt'b alt,
A New, York dispatch aay : Oener.J Hunter ha t

last received order for a forward movent also an
order for drifting nil able bodied aaftoea (arrisoa
duty.

Two steamers saile-- i oa the ltth from New York, wttU
a million and a half dollar In ipeeie, tor Etrre p--.

Dispatches to the Argus, from Vicksburg, da est tBl
13th, say twenty-fir- rb!i were cantnred wh.Ie tr.
ug to ent the levee above the canal.

Bayou Macoa b pronounced annavtgahle on aocer.nt
cf .snags.

One division of tbe Yankee army left Memphl on
Tuesday hut, in thirteen light draught steamers, bctoxt
for the Yazoo pasa

Tbe river ha ducitaed several inches at Memphis :

the upper tributaries ali falling. HARRY.

Front the Yuaoo.
Special te tbe Memphit Appeal

FORT Pxmbcrtos, March 50. Tbe Yaskeee bsektd
out last ni6-h- t, aad are reported retrograding toward lb--
pas. We have no information as to bow far up they
eoat mplata going. 8ENT1NKL.

The fotuittg Attack I narlrxton.
A Bird's Eyt View of Us Situation The Post

titm of Its Defences and the Approaches t
the City.

Fran the Richmond Examiner.

The news we get by telegraph anri for
able gathering of Federal iand and
in the vicinity of Cbasleston dene
long threatened attack npon that c
be much longer delayed. While thi
the campaign wonld not be materi--
by its destruction, and the suhjugi
South advanced not one iota, ye:
confessed that the impending eonrl'
with the deepest interest and solic
people of tbe Confederate States, 1

prayer is uttered for the safety of tl
which was fired the first gun in this
rights and independence. Just at
when tbe public mind is so excited,
view of the situation of Charleston
fenses will be interesting to our re

Charleston is situated on a low, ia
land, at the junction of Cooper a
rivers. No portion of the city is
twenty feet above tide, so tbat upon
it Iron tbe harbor its buildings and
fal spires of its churches seem to ri
from the water. The Cooper river
Ashley at a right angle from the S
continuation of tbe latter river, mm
due east, forms the lower harbor aj
Charleston, which widens gradually
five miles to its month, distant aix
from the city. Oa the oopos-t- si
Cooper river, where it dobouchen in
bor, a short mile from the ei'-y- , ia Ca
ney, a small work, but moulting sc savy
guns. Nearly opposite, on the sou 9 it.

,of the harbor, on James' island, aboa
distant, is Fort Johnson. Abut tour
the city, midway between Sullivan's
islands, is Fort Sumner, and directly
of it, on Sullivan's island, at a diata
thousand yards, is Fort Moultrie,
these forts is the only channei for
approach the city. Fort Sumter hat
of guns, end under the old goverant
as a fortification of the second class,
tent cf the works, au l the strength 0
ment, but it was constructed in a ve
manner, and was supposed to be it
at tbe time to the effects of any cava
then in use. Its reduction by Soui
in 1861, was effscted by hot shot
Moultrie setting fire to the wooden r
capacious baiidings allotted for offi
ters, by which Anderson and bis gai

Moultrie is a work ot inferior rat
mirably situated for dealing effective blows
upon an approaching enemy.

The principal entrance to the h
ship channel, the oater bar of w
-- out best from Fort Sumter, a!
Shortly after crossing the bar, tl
sel's will come nnder the fire of
John's island, near and pars! h 'he
channel runs in a westerly direction for nearly
two miles. I; then makes an angle northward,
running for more than a mile directly towards
Forts Sumter and Moultrie. After passing the
former, it turns to the West.r.d passes beneath
these fortifications, directly under their guns,
and then bends to the southwest, in which di-

rection it approaches Fort Johnson for upwards
of two miles, while on the right it i uuder the
fire of st!e Pmokney. It is not until the en-
emy simces or passes all these works, and oth-
ers which will announce themselves at tea
proper time, that he will be able, to cccnpy
Cooper and Ashley rivers, and place Char.est j.

the mercy of the shot aud sheik of hi iron-
clads.

Whatever uncertainty prevails as to the abil- -

of fortifications to resist ttus ot tae
formidable projectiles hnritd i he Federal
gunboats, there can be no doubt the invul-ri- li

nerahility of tbe tarreted monste hi teat--
ou this occasion by a severer c

which they have been hereto
and Admiral Dapont will find a
tainmeot in running the gauntlet

and Moultrie, and Johnson a
from that furnished by the mist non,
misnamed batteries, at Port Roy lant

disgrace and disaster to S uta
out supposing every obstacle and

enemy's flotilla enabled to un
scathed before this city, it ie occi
armed men, under brave and skillful leaden.
who will make it one vast fortress; and while,

beautiful spires may be toppled to tbe dust,
and its building given to tbe flames, while oua
stone remains above another it will be defended,

evsh its ashes will be preserved from tha
pollution of a Yankee footstep.

From llattei;,
New York, March 10, a Havana

5th says: The schooner Ocean Herald,
from Portland, reports seeing, on the 24 h ult)

wreck of a steamer, painted black, 22 miias
from Abaco light-hous-e. Her stern and twu
smoke stacks only were viaable. There were

signs of life near her. The same day the
schooner picked np two water-eks- . Nothing
having been beard of the Florida since rhtntvSonoma chased her into a heavy gale about

hundred miles from Abaco. it was conjec-
tured that tbe wreck might be that of the pirate.

17 The Cornhill Magnziat publishes the ex-
perience of the Eoglish traveler in "Richmond

Washington during tbe War." The writer
thinks Richmond the least wicked of the to
places, but spares the political and social
morals of neither. O: the President, he says :

"First among the great perse nage in Rich-
mond is the President, with his slight, agila
figure and intense face. Ra is a little grey, h
tnfle haggard and careworn, but as folly eqna-t-

the responsibility of bis part, aa whan sixteen
years ago, he saet, with a few Mississippi thesde.

shack of a thousand Mexican lancers. Hi
manners have been likened to those of Wash-
ington, to whose position, indeed, his own very-muc-

corresponds. Like the great chief, he has
maligned at home and caricatured abroad,

butnoce bave been more modest, prudent and

Our English friend bad an apparition 0
Alexaud-- r H Stevens, whom ho sketches thus :

'The goes ambling
liOmS eud US BSDltal, boWsti, tUI.'O

hollow of ere and cheek somathiiw to see si h
shudder and never lor6at'
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