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c r 1 hive the honor to submit the

following report of the operations of the
e of the United State from the date

of qj appointment to command the
tame.
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the South Side road, struck itat Wilson's,
Wellaville and Black and White stations,
destroying the road and station houses
thence he proceeded to City Point, which

to the
enemy
ke and

Plymouth,
commanded by ueu. li. v .

Wesaels and our gunboats there, and
after servere fighting the place car- ¬

ried by assault, and the entire garrison
ami armament captured. The gunboat
smithfleld was sunk uud Uie dis- ¬

abled.
The army sent to operate against Rich- ¬

mond having hermetically sealed itself
up at Bermuda Hundred, the enemy was
enabled to bring Uie most if not ail Uie
reinfonements brought from thu south
by Beauregard against the Army of the
Potomac. In addition to this reinforce- ¬

ments, a very nsiderable one, probably
not less than 15,000 men, was obtained
by calling In the scattered troops under
lii-e- kiurulge, from the western part of
Virginia.

The position at Bermuda Hundred was
as easy to defend as it wasditflcnlt to op-¬

erate from against tlie enemy. I deter- ¬

mined, therefore, to bring from it all
available forces, leaving enough only to
secure what had been gained, and accor- ¬

dingly, on the M, I directed that they
be sent forward, under command of MaJ.
Gen. W. F. Smith, to join the Army of
the Potomac.

On t'ie 21th of May, the Uth army
corps, commanded Maj.-Oe- n. A- - E- -

Burnside, was assigned to the Army of
the Potomac, and from this time forward
Constituted a portion of Maj.-Ge- n. Meade's

Finding tbe enemy's position on the
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corps torn Hie i in' - mmvmmm wie j a- -
munkj' river at Hanovertown after con- ¬

siderable righting, and on the 2Sth the
two divisions of cavalry had a severe but
successful engagement with the enemy
at Haw's -- hop. On the 20th and 30th wo
advanced, with heavy skirmishing, to
the Hanover ( isirt House and Cold Har- -

lsr road, and develoyed the enemy's
position north of the Chichahom- -
'ny. Late on the evening of the
last day the enemy came out and
attacked our left, which was repulsed
witii considerable Iosh. An attack was
immediately ordered by Gen. Meade
along his whole line, which resulted in
driving the enemy from a part of his in- ¬

trenched skirmish line.
On the ,'llst Gen. Wilson's divison of

cavalry deMroved the railroad bridges
over the South Anna river, after defeat- ¬

ing the enemy's cavalry, (ien. Sheridan,
on tile same (lay, reached Cold Harbor,
and held it, until relieved by the ith
eorp- - and ( .. n. Smith's command, which
had just arrived, via White House, from
Gen. Butler's army.

On the 1st day of June an attack was
made al 5 p. M.,"hy Uie 1th corps and the
corps under Gen. Smith, the other corps
being held in readiness to advance on the
receipt of orders. Tliis resulted in our
carrviug and holding the enemy's first
line of works in bant of the right of the
Oth corps and in front of (ien. Smith. Du- ¬

ring the attack the enemy made repeated
assaults on each of the corps now engaged
in the main attack, but were repulsed
with heavy loss in every instance. That
night ho made several assaults to regain
what he had lost in the day, but failed.
The second was spent in getting troops
into position for an attack on the third.

On the 3d of June we again assaulted
the enemy 's works, in the hope ot driving
him from his position. In this attempt
our loss was heavy, while that of the
enemy, I have reason to beUeve, was
comparatively light. It was the only
general attack made from the Rapidan
to the James which did not inflict upon
the enemy l"ces to compensate for our
own losses. I would not lie understood
as saying that ail previous attacks re- -
suited" in victories to our arms, or accom- ¬

plished as much as I had hoped from
them; but they inflicted upon Ihe enemy
severe losses, which tended, in the end,
to the complete o verthrow of the rebellion.

From Uie proximity of the enemy to
lils ifsnnseaanvrmd Richmond, it was im- -
; by any flank movement as intr- -

ose betw"eeu him and the city. I was
still in a condition to either move by his
left flank and invest Richmond from the
north side, or continue my move by ins
right flank to the south side of the
James.

While the former might have been bet- ¬

ter as a covering for Washington, yet a
MB survey of ail the ground satisfied me
that it would be impracticable to hold a
line north and east of Richmond that
would protect the Fredericksburg rail- ¬

road, a!ou, vulnerable line, which would
exhiiust much of our strength to guard,
and that v..,uld have to be protected to
supply the nrtny, and would leav open
to the ' Ueiiiy all his lilies of communica-¬

tion on the souih side of the James. My
idea, from the start, had been to beat
L. . - army north of Richmond, if possi- ¬

ble. Then, after destroying his lines of
communication north of the James river,
to transfer the army to the south side
and besiege Lea in Richmond, or follow
him - iulh ,t he should retreat. After the
battle . f the Wilderness, it was evident
that the enemy deemed it of the first im- ¬

portance to run no risks with the army
he then had. He acted purely on the
defensive behind his breastworks, or fee- ¬

bly cu the offensive immediately in front
of them, and where, in case of repulse,
he could easily retire oelund them.

Without a ureal, sacrifice of life than
I was willing lo make, all could not lie
accomplished that 1 had designed north
of Richmond. I therefore determine.) to
continue to hold substantially the grouud
we then .x'cupied, taking advantage of
any favorable circumstances that might
preseut themselves, until Uie cavalry
could lie sent to ( 'harlottesville, and Oor- -

donsville, to eilei iually break up the rail- ¬

road connexion between Richmond and
the Shenandoah Valley ami Lynchburg;
and when Uie cavalry got well off, to
move the army to the south side of the
James river, by she enemy's right flank,
where I felt 1 could cut otl'all his resources
ofaapply except by the canal.

On the Tth, two divisions of cavalry,
under Gen. Sheridan, got off on the
expedition against the Virginia Central
Railroad, with instructions to Hunter,
whom I hoped he would meet near Char- ¬

lottesville, to join his forces to Sheridan's,
and after the work iaid out for them was
thoroughly done, to join the army of the
Potomac by the route laid down in Sher- -
idau's instructions.

On the Kith of June Gen. BuUer sent a
fort of infantry under (ien. Oilhuore,
and cavalry under (ien. Ivautz. to capture
Petersburg if possible, and destroy the
railroad and common bridges across the
Appomattox. The cavalry carried the
works on the south side, and enetrated
well in towards the town, but were forced
to retire. (Jen. Gilmore fiudiiigthe works
which he approached very strung, and
deeming an assault impracticable, re- ¬

turned to Bermuda Hundreds w ithout at-¬

tempting one.
Attaching gnat importance to the pos- ¬

session of Petersi u g, I sent back to Ber- ¬

muda Hundreds and City Point Gen.
Smith's command by water, via the
White House, to reach there In advance
of the army 01 the Potomac. This was
for the express purpose of securing Peters- ¬

burg before the enemy, becoming aware
of our intcLti 111, could re-i- n fore tbe
place.

The movement from Cold Hariwr com- ¬

menced after dark on the evening of the
12tii ; one division of cavalry, under Gen.
Wilson, aud tbe 5th corps crossed the
Chickahominy at Long Bridge, and
moved out to White Oak swamp, tocover
the crossing (if the other corps. The ad- ¬

vance corps reached James river, at Wil- -
cox's landing and Charles City
Court House on the night of the 13th.

During three long years the armies of
the Potomac and Northern Virginia had
been confronting eaj-- other. In that
time they had fought more desperate
battles than it probably ever falls to the
lot of two armies to light, without mate- -

v changing th-- - aniage ground if
I he Southern press and people

vith more shrewdness than was displayed
14 tbe North, rinding that they had failed
to capture Washington aud march on to
New Vork, as they had boasusi they
would do, assumed thai they defended
their capital and Southern' territory.
Hen.-e- , Antietam, Gettysburg, and all
the other l.attls that had lieen fought,
were by them set down as failurus on our

LSI

which

victories for them. Their army
this. It produced a morale

nld only bu overcome by des- -
ad itinooua hard fighting.
teeof ib. VII leruess, SpoLtsyl- -

.'ortli Anna and Cold Harbor.
rs, alter htoodv and terrible as they were on our

side, were even nion- - oauiaging 10 me
MaoajUl '""I crippled hito as to make
:. ; ever after ' f tal'fti;: !):- - Ileu- -

!;ve. ILs losses in merj were probably
' so .Wing to t il" fact that we

save in the Wilderness, almost
invariably 'he attacking party; and
when he did attacK 11 was 111 me open
field. The detaiLs of these battles, whiab
for rauce and bravery on the part of
the s....f,i rv iiaic rtc! ' rjeen surpassed,
are gtveu in the r. "of 'MaJoptCieUerai
Meade, aud the subordidate reportw ae- -

During the campaign of forty-thre- e

dstys, froai the Rapidan to tbe James
river, the army had to ,w,iLJ from
an ever shifting base by wagons, over
narrow roads, tlirough a densely wooded
countr, wii lack of wharves at each
new base from which to conveniently
discbarge vessels. Too much credit can- -

;i therefore, be awarded to the quar-
termaster aud commissiaiy Uepar'p,fcwu(w -r- -i .... -- bihaihi- j j n ai m ,. and in conversation rwuuie-- o. u.ij. , . ,

th r he

APPEAL--

neral supervision of
the chief quartermaster. Brigadier (en- -

eral K. Ingalls, the trains were made to
occupy all the available roads between
the army and our water base, aud but
little difficulty was experienced iu pro- ¬

tecting them.
The movement in the Kanawha and

Shenandoah valleys, under General Sigel.
commenced on the first of May. General
Crook, who had the immediate com- ¬

mand of the Kanawha expedition, divi-¬

ded hto forces into two columns, giving
one, composed of cavalry, to General
Averill. They crossed Uie mountain by
separate routes.

A Terill struck the Tennessee and lr- -

rrnla railroad near Wylbeville, on the
10th, and proceeded to New River and
ChrisUansburg, destroyed Uie road, sev- ¬

eral important bridges and depots, inclu- ¬

ding the New River bridge, forming a
junction with Crook at I nion on the
15th. General Slgel moved up the
Sherandoah valley, met Uie enemy,
at New Market on the 15th. and, after a
severe engagement was defeated with
heavy loss, and retired behind Cedar
Creek. Not regarding the operations of
General Nigel as satisfactory, I asked his
removal from command, and Major Gen- ¬

eral Hunter was appointed to supercede
him. His instructions were embraced In
the following despatches to Major Gener- ¬

al H. W. Halleek, chief of stuff of Uie
army:
Near SmmvLvisi Covin llursn. V., (

May a, WW. )

The enemy are evidently relying for
supplies greatly on such as are brought
over the branch road running through
Staunton. On the whole, therefore, I
think it would be better for General Hun- ¬

ter to move in that direction ; reach
Staunton and ( iordonsville, or Charlotts--

ville, if he does not meet too much oppo-¬

sition. If he can hold at ley a force
ecjual to hiR own hefwill be doing good
service.

O. . (IRANT, I.ieoteniinl iJeneral-
Major General IV. H. Hallecc.

Juticuo Kurd, Vl, May M, WO.

It Hunter can possibly get to Charlot- ¬

tesville and Lyueuburg," he should do so.
living on tbe country. The railroads and
oanal should be destroyed beyond possi- ¬

bility of repairs for weeks. Completing
this." he could find his way back to his
original base, or from about Gordonsv Uie

join this armv.
I". 8. CHANT, loat.-Gn- .

MaJ.-Oe- H. V. Hallki.
Qen, Hunier immediately took up the

offensive, ami moving up the Shenan- ¬

doah Valley, met the enemy on the 5th
of June atViisimont. and after a battle
of ten hours routed anil defeated) him,
capturing on the field of battle l.oOO

'

men, three pieces of artillery, and 300

stand of small arms. On the Mth of the
same uionih he formed a junction with
( rook and Averill at Staunton, from
which place he moved direct on Lyneh- -
burg', ria Lexington, which place he
reached and invested on the Ilith day of
June, fjp to tliis time he was very suc- ¬

cessful, ami but for the diflietilty of tak- ¬

ing with him sufficient ordnance stores
over so long a march, tlirough a hostile
country, be wouid no doubt have cap- ¬

tured that, to the enemy an important
polUL. lite urnuw.iiuu "i "

under forward, but con
( ien. Hiinter, Gen. Lee sent a fori-e- , per- -

haps etiual lo a corps, a purt of which

' captured line
17th ond lStii, Gen. Hunter, owing to a
want of ammunition to give battle, re- -
tired from before the place. Uudoubt- -

j edly, this want of ammunition left him j

no choice of route for his return by way
of Kanawha. This lost to us the use of
his troops for several weeks from the de-¬

fense of the North.
Ha.! ( Ien. Hunter moved by way of

I .i :n- - .. I ..f T . , . ...
I iiinirau 01 . . .,

contemplated, he "17" ' 'J,.. svlvauia, returned northward and
lone oecu 111 .1 in..I..ou 10 !. " -

the Shenandoah Valley against the en
cmy, should the force
--eenied to endanger it. If
would have been within easy distance of
the James river canal, on the mainline
of communication lietween Lynchburg
and the force sent for its defense. I have
lever tanen exception 10 me operation.

I of Hunt.-r- , and am not now disposed to
find fault with him, for I have no doubt
he acted within what he conceived to he
the spirit of his instructions and ihe m- -ThnLm,i,...r

j terests 01 me service. 1

his movements and his
purpose tith

niiLm- - ,,,,i,i armies operating

entitle him to Uie commendation of his
country.

To return to the Army of the Potomac :

The 2d commenced crossing the
James river on the morning of the 14th
by ferry boats al Wilcox's landing. The
laying of the pontoon bridge WIS com- ¬

pleted about midnight of the 14th, and
the crossing of the balance of the army
was rapidly pushed forward by both
bridge and ferry.

Alter the crisjsing had commenced, I
nroceeded by steamer to Bermuda Hun- ¬

dred to give the necessary orders for the
immediate capture of Petersburg.

The instructions to Gen. Butler were
verbal, and were for him to send Gen.
Smith immediately, tliat night, with all
the troops he BOOM give him without
sacrificing the position he then held. I
told him that I would return at once to
the Army of the Potomac, hasten its
crossing, and throw it forward to Peters- ¬

burg by divisions rapidly as it could
be done that could rein .'orcc
our armies more rapidly there than
the enemy could bring troops against
ua. General Smith got oil' as
directed, and confronted the enemy's
pickets near Petersburg before daylight
next morning, but for some reason that I
have never been able to satisfactorily
understand, did not get ready to assault
his main line until neur sundo-.vn- . Then,
witha partof his command only, he made
the assault, and carried the Hues north- -
east of Petersburg from the Annamatto-- t

River, for a distance of over two and a
half miles, fifteen pieces of ar- ¬

tillery and three hundred prisoners.
This was about 7 p. m. Between the

line thus captured and Petersburg there
was uo other works, and there was no
evidence that the enemy had reinforced
Petersburg with a single brigade from
any source. The hight was clear the
moon shining hrighUy and favorable to
further operations. Geu. Hunter, with
two divisions of the 2d corps, reached
ien. Smith just after dark, and offered

the services of these tn sills he
might wish, waiving rank to the named
commander, who he naturally supposed
knew best Uie position of affairs, and
what o do with the troops. But instead
of taking these troops and pushing at
once into Petersburg, he requested Gen.
Hancock to relieve a part of hiB line in
the captured works, which was done be- ¬

fore midnight.
By the time I arrived the next morn- ¬

ing the enemy was iu force. An attack
was ordered to lie made at ti that
evening by the troops under Smith and
Uie 2d and 9Ui corps. It required until
that time for the Mill corps to get up and
in position. The was made as or-¬

dered, and the tighthig continued with
but Utile intermission until ti o'clock the
next morning, and resulted in our carry- ¬

ing tile advance and some of the main
works of the enemy to the right our left,
of those previously captured by Gen.
Smith, several pieces of artillery, and
oyer four hundred prisoners.

The orh corps having got up, the at- ¬

tacks were renewed and persisted in with
great vigor on the 17th and lnth, but only
resulted In forcing the enemy to an in- ¬

terior line from which he could not lie
dislodged. Tl e adan ag s in position
ginned by us Were very (treat. The ar- ¬

my th 11 proceeded to envelop Peters- ¬

burg toward the Souihside Railroad, as
far as possible, without attacking fortifi- ¬

cations.
On Uie 'sth the enemy, to reinforce Pe- ¬

tersburg, withdrew- - with a part of his
inlrenchment in front of Bermuda Hun- ¬

dred, expecting no doubt get troops
from north of the James to take the place
of those withdrawn before we could" dis- ¬

cover it. Gen. BuUer, takingadvantage
of this, at once BOOTed a force to the rail- ¬

road between Petersburg and
As soon as I was apprised of the advan- ¬

tage thus gained, to retain it I ordered
two divisions of the tith corps, Oen.
Wright commanding, thai were em- ¬

barked at Wilcox's Landing, under orders
for City Point, to report to Gen. Butler,
at Bermuda Hundred, of which Gen.
Butler was notified, aud the importance
of holding a position in advance of his
present line urged upon him.

About two o'clock in the afternoon (ien.
Butler was forced back to the line the en- ¬

emy had withdrawn team in the morn- ¬

ing. Gen. Wright, with his two divis- ¬

ions, joined (Ien. Duller on the forenoon
of the 17th, the latter still holding with a
strong picket line the enemy's works.
But instead of puttlngthese divisions into
the snemy's works to hold them, he per- ¬

mitted them to hali and rest some dis-¬

in tbe rear of hisown line. Between
tour and five o'clock in the afternoon the
enemy attacked and drove in his pickets
and re qpied his old line.

On the night of ihe 20th and morning
of the 21 st a lodgment was effected by
Gen. BuUer, with one Brigade of In- ¬

fantry, on the North bank of the James,
at Deep Bottom, and connected tbe pon- ¬

toon bridge with liermuda Hundred.
On tbe I'.Hh Gen. Sheridan, on his re- ¬

turn from his expedition against the Vir- ¬

ginia Central RaiWiud, arrived at the
White House just as the enemy's cavalry
waa about to attack it, and compelled it
to ihe result of this expedition
was that Gei. Sheridan met the
enemy's cavalry near Trtvilliu Sta-¬

tion, on the rooming of the
11m ot June, whom he attacked, and
after au obstinate contest drove from the
field in complete rout. He left his dead
and nearly all his wounded in our hands,
and about four hundred prisoners and
several hundred horses. Oil the !2th he

the railroad from Trev'illian
station to Louisa court House. This ec--
cupiya ui,ul inrec ..locii v. it., when h
advanced iu tho direction of fifajai
ville. He found the enemy reiuforca by
infantry behind well u.i.ipits, about five miles,7,th'ZS ti' al"'"':'Uliv assault. O.

however, his reservebrigade carriotTthc enemy's works tw iceand was twice driven therefrom by in- -

Night cloned tbe scene. Not having
sumcient ammunition, to continue the
euageuiut, and his annuals being with- ¬

out forage, the country furnishing but
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inferior and hearing nothing
from General Hunter, he withdrew his
command to the north side of Uie forth
Anna, and commenced his return march,
reaching White House at Uie time le- -
fore stated. After breaking up the de- ¬

pot at that place he moved to the James
river, which he reached safely after
heavy fighting. He commenced cros- ¬

sing on the iSSth, near Fort Powhattan,
without further molestation, and re- ¬

joined Uie army of the Potomac.
On theiid, Gen. Wilson, with his own

division of cavalry of the army of the
Potomac, and Gen. Kauta's division of
cavalry of the of the James, moved
against the enemy's railroads south of
Richmond. Striking Uie Weldon Rail- ¬

road at Ream's station, destroying the
depot and several mile of the road, and
the Southskie road about fifteen miles
from Petersburg, to near Nottoway sta- ¬

tion where he met and defeated a force
of Uie enemy's cavalry, he reached
Burksville station on the afternoon of
the J3d, and from there destroyed the
Danville Railroad to Roanoke bridge, a
distance of twenty-fiv- e miles, where he
found the enemy hi force, and in a posi- ¬

tion from which he could not dislodge
him. He then commenced his
march, and on the :28th met the enemy's
cavalry iu force at tbe Weldon Railroad
crossing of Stony creek, where he hail
a severe but not decisive engagement.

Thence he made a detour from his
left, with a view of reaching Ream's
Stiititin, supposing it to be in our posses-¬

sion.. At this place he was met by (lie
enemy's cavalry, supported by infantiy,
and forced to retire, with the loss of his
artillery and trains. In this last encoun- ¬

ter ien, Kautz, with a part of his eoin- -

mihid, became separated, and made his
way into our liuo. Gen. Wilson, with
the remainder of his force, succeeded in
crossing the Nottaway river, and coming
in safely on our left and rear. The dam- ¬

age to the enemy in this expedition more
than compensated for the losses we sus- ¬

tained. It severed all connection by
railroad with Richmond for several
weeks.

With a view of cutting the enemy's
railroad from near Richmond to the
Anna rivers, and making him wary of
tbe situation of his army in the Shenan- ¬

doah, and, in the event of failure in thin,
to take ad vantage of his necessary with- ¬

drawal of tr.sips from Petersburg, to ex- ¬

plode a mine that had been prepared in
front of the HUi Corps, ami assault the
enemy's hues at that place, on the night of
the Mh of July the 2.1 Carps and two
divisions of the cavalry corps and Kautz's
cavalry were crossed Pi the north hank
of Uie James river and joined the force
Gen. Butler had there. On the 27th, the
enemy was driven from his entrenched
position, with the loss of four pieces of
artillery. On the 28th, our lines were
extended from Deep Bottom to New
Market road, but in getting this position
were attacked by tbe enemy in heavy
force.

The lighting lasted for sevc; ;il hours,
resulting in considerable ,..- lx t lx

sides. '1 he first object of this move hav- ¬

ing failed, by reason of the ery la-- ge

force thrown forward by the cncniy.
Had they not done this, I have every
reason to believe lhat Petersburg would
have fallen. Other troops were immedi- -

2BTt rmeer?htoni.,y?meuT "te.y pushed the time
suined in getting them up enabled tin-
enemy to rally from his surprise
had lieen complete and get forces to this

thus held being antename, and of no
advantage to us, the troops were with- ¬

drawn, but not without heavy- - loss.
Thus terminated in disaster what prom- ¬

ised to lie the most successful assault of
the campaign.

Immediately upon the enemy's ascer- ¬

taining that Gen. Hunter was returning
from Lynchburg by way of the K.inawhn
river, thus laying the Shenandoah valley

liarioiiesvine. i,ruW...u,
his instructions would ,Ji,. .vr,.il he

capturing

Smith

attack

to

Richmond.

retire,

deMtroyed

grazing,)

return

which

moved down tliat valley. As soon as
met have ' uus uirmcu . Vu- wt-.- -

did not he tuned, lien, iiunter, wuo .an reached

i

; we

.

.

me ivanawiia river, was uirecieti to
move his troops without delay. Iiy river
and radroad, to Harper's Kerry; but
owing to the difficulty, of navigation by
reason of low water and break, in the
canal, great delay was experienced in
getting there. It became necessary,
therefore, to find other troops to check
this movement of the enemy. For this

the corps was
.a, the against Richmond,

as

as

tance

army

taken from

10 w uicn was auuen me ioui corps, men
fortunaudy beginning to arrive in Hamp- ¬

ton Roads from Uie Gulf Department,
under orders issued immediately after
the ascertainment of the result of the
Red river expedition.

The garrisons of Baltimore and Wash- ¬

ington were at this time made up of
heavy artillery regiments, hundred day's
men, and detachments from toe invalid
corps. One division under command of
General Bickett, of tbe (tth corps, wo
sent to Baltimore, and the remaining
two divisions of the 6th corps, under
General Wright, were subsequently sent
to Washington. Ou the 3d of July the
enemy approached Martinsburg ; (ien- -
eral Sigel, who was in command of our
forces there, retreated across the Polo--
mac at Shepherdstown ; and General
Weber, commanding at Harper's Ferry,
crossed Uie river, and occupied Mary- ¬

land Lgh!.-- . On me tith the enemy
occupied Hagerstown, moving a strong
column toward Frederick City. General
Wallace, with Pickett's division and his
own command, the latter inostiy new
and undisciplined troops, pushed our
from Baltimore with great promptness,
and met the enemy in force onthe Mon- -
acacy , near the crossing of tbe railroai I

bridge.
His force was not sufficient to insure

success, but he fought the enemy never- ¬

theless, and although it resulted in a de- ¬

feat to our arms, yet it detained the
enemy and thereby served to enable Gen.
Wright to reach Washington with two
divisions of tbe 9th corps, and the ad- ¬

vance of the 19th corps, before him.
From Monocacy the enemy moved on
Washington, his cavalry advance reach- ¬

ing Rockville on the evening of the
loth. On tbe 12th a reeonnoisBanec
was thrown out in front of Fort
Stevens, to ascertain tbe enemy's
position and force. A severe skirmish
ensued, in which we lost about 280 in
killed and wounded. The enemy's loas
was probably greater. He commenced
retreating iluring the night. Learning
the exact condition of affairs at Wash- ¬

ington, 1 requested by telegraph at 4.4o
p. M. on the 12th the assignment of Maj.- -

Gen. H. G. Wright to the command ot
all the troops that could be made avail- ¬

able to operate in Uie field against the
11. inv. and directed that he should get

outside of the trenches with all tho force
be could, and push Early to Uie last mo- ¬

ment.
Geu. Wright commenced the pursuit

on the 13th ; on the lsth the encuij' was
overtaken at Snicker's Fer;y, on Uie
Shenaudoah, when a sharp skii-hii-- oc-

curred; and on the 20th Gen. Av en- ¬

countered and defeated a portion of the
rebel army at Winchester, capturing
four pieces of artillery and several hun-¬

dred prisoners.
Learning that Early was retreating

south towards Lynchburg or Richmond.
I directed that tbe 8th and 19th corps be
got back to tbe armies operating against
Richmond, so that they migh be used in
a movement against Lee befitfe the re- ¬

turn of Uie troops sent by him into the
valley ; and that Hunter should remain
in the Shenandoah valley, keeping 1s1- -

t w een any force of the enemy and Wash- -

ington, acting on Ihe defensive as much
as possible. I felt that if the enemy had
any notion of returning, the fact would
be" developed before the Uth and 19lh
corps could leave Washington. Subse- ¬

quently the 19th corps was excepted from
the order to return to the James.

About the fifteenth it became evident
that Uie enemy was again advancing
upon Maryland and Pennsylvania, and
the sixth corps, then at Washington, was
ordered back to tbe vicinity of Harper's
Ferry. The rebel force moved down the
valley, and sent a raiding party into
Pennsylvania, which on the 30th burned
Cliambersburg "J11 then retreated pur- ¬

sued by our cavalry toward Cumberland.
They were met and defeated by Gen.
Kelly, and witn diminisned numbers es- ¬

caped' into the mountains ef West Vir- -

"inia. From the time of the first raid
the telegraph wires were frequenUy down
between Washington and City Point,
making it necessary to transmit messages
a part of the way oy ooat.

It took from twenty-fou- r to thirtysix
, not disnatches t hrouith and re-

turn answers back ; so that often onii rs
would be given, anil then in onuation
would be received showing a ditferent
state of facts rrom those on which they
were based, causing a confusion and ap-¬

parent contradiction of orders that must
have considerably embarrassed those who
had to execute them, and rendered opera- ¬

tions against the enemy loss efiective
than they otherwise wouldjiave been. To
remedy this evil, it was evident to my
miud tliat some person should have the
supreme command of all the forces in
Wost Virginia, Washington, Susque- -
hannaand the middle department, and I
so recommended.

On Uie 2d of August, I ordered Gen.
Sheridan to report iu person to Maj.-Ge-

Halleek, chief of staff, at Washington,
with a view to his assignment to the
command of all forces against Early. At
this time the enemy vas concentrated
111 tho neighborhood of Winches- ¬

ter, wbilst oor forcps. under Gen.
Hunter, were concentrated on
the Monocacy, nt Uie cros- ¬

sing of the Baltimore and Ohio
itailroao, i"i"8 open io uie enemy
Western Maryland and Southern Penn- ¬

sylvania. From where I was I hesitated
to give positive orders for the movement
of our forces at Monocacy, lest bg m dp--
ing I should expose Washington: Thero- -

forc, on the tb rt ( ity Point to visit
Hunter's command, and determine for
nivself what wa best to lloue.
arrival there. " . consultation with
luZ. Iiunter, I issued to bun the fedjuw-- .

ing instructions:
Mes. Aio KltlDOK, Mil..

August 8V ISM --S P. a.
lieneraj,: Concentrate all your availa- ¬

ble force without delay in the vicinity of
Harper's Ferry, leaving only such rad- ¬

road guards aud garrisons for public prop-¬

erty as may be necessary. Use, in this
concentrating, the railroads, If by eo do- ¬

ing, t i tue can be saved. From Harper's
Ferrv, if it is found that the enemy ha

mnved north of the Potomac in large
force, push north, follow him and attack- ¬

ing him wherever found ; follow him if
driven south of the Potomac, as long' as
it is sale to do so. If it is ascertained
that the enemy has but a small force
north of the Potomac, then push south
with the main fores
competent commat
to look after Uie ral
to their homes. I
force, (he brigade of
from Washington
taken into account.

leta.-liin- under a
uer jf sumcient force
lers and drive them

detaching such a
eavaby now en route
let Rockville may is

There are now on their way to join you
three other brigades of the best cavalry,
numbering, at least, .1,000 men and horses.
Th will lie instructed, in the absence
of further orders, to join you by the
south side of the Potomac. One brigade
will probably uri In push- ¬

ing up the sSlenanjdoah Valley, where
it is expected you will nave to go first or
last, ir is desirable that nothing should
he U Ti to invite the enemy to return.
Take a provisions, forego and stock
wantisl for the u.sc of your command ;

sin h as cannot le consumed, destroy. It
is not desirable that Uie buildings should
be destroyed -- they should rather lie pro- ¬

tectedhut Uie people should be informed
that so long as an army can subsist
among their, recurrences of these raiils
must be expected, and we are determined
to stop them at all hazards.

Bear In mind the object is t drive the
enemy south, and to do tliis you want to
keep liiin always in sight. Be guided in
your course Ity the course lie takes.

Make your own arrangements for nup- -
piies of all kinds, giving regular vouch- ¬

ers for such as may he taken from loyal
citizens in the country through which
you march.

C. 8. ORAXT, Ueut.-liei- i.

MaJ. lien. I). Hrsreii.
The troops were immediately put in

motion, and the advance reached Hall- -
town Uiat night.

Gen. Hunter having, in our con vena- ¬

tion, expressed a w1UtaJW to lie re- ¬

lieved from command, I telegraphed to
have Gen. Sheridan, then at Washing--
Urn, sent to Harper's Ferry by tbe morn- -
iug train, witlv orders" to take gen- ¬

eral command of all the troops in the
field, aud to call on Gen. Hunter
at Monocacy, who would turn over
to him my letter of instructions. I re- ¬

mained at Monocacy until Gen. Sheridan
arrived, on tbe morning of the 'ith. and.
after a conference with him in relation
Pi milttary atfairs in that vicinity, I re-¬

turned to City Point by way of Wash- ¬

ington.
Ou the Tth of AiiL' ist toe Ai. ldle De- ¬

partment and the Department of West
Virginia, Washington, ami Susquehanna
were constituted into Ihe "Middle Mili- ¬

tary Division," and Maj.-Ge- n. Sheridan
assigned to temporary command .if the
same.

Two divisions of cavalry, commanded
by Gens. Torlsrt and Wilson, were sent
to Sheridan from the Army of the Poto-¬

mac. The first reached him at Harper's
Ferry about tbe lltii of August,

His operations during the month of
August and the fore tart of September
were both of an offensive and defensive
character, resulting in many severe skir-¬

mishes, mainly by the cavinry, iu which
wo were generally successful, but no gen- ¬

eral engagement bsik place. The two
armies lay in ncb a insition the enemy
on the west bank of the Oquequan Creek
covering Winchester, and our forces in
front of Berrysvi 11c -- that, either could
bring on a battie at any time. Defeat t
us would lay open to the enemy the
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania
for long distances before another army
could be interposed to check him. I :nder
these circumstances I hesitated about al- ¬

lowing tbe initiative to be taken.
Finally, Uie use of the Baltimore aisl

Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal, which were oiisiructol by
tbe enemy, so indispensably
necessary to us, and the importance of
relieving Pennsylvania ami Maryland
from continuously threatened invasion
was so great, tliat 1 determined what
should he taken. But fearing to telegraph
tile order for an attack without knowing
more than I did of Gen. Sheridan's feel- -
ings as to what would lie the probable
result, I left City Point on the loth of
September, to visit him at his headquar- ¬

ters, to decide, after conference with him,
wiiat should lie done. I met him at
Cliarlestown, and he pointed out so dis- ¬

tinctly bow each army lay ; what he
could do the moment lie was authorized,
lhat I saw there w ere hut two words of
instructions necessary Go ha!

For the conveyance of forage, the
teams for supplying the army were kept
at Harper's Ferry. I asked him if he
could get out his teams aud supplies in
time to malie en attack on the ensuing
Tuesday 111 mktag. Iiis reply was that
he could hei'oie ia. .;. !:' on Monday.
He was uff promptly lo time, and I may
hereaud that the resuit was such that I

have never since deeinud it necessary to
visit (ien. oheriduii before giving him
orders.

Early on the morning of the 19th Gen- ¬

eral Sheridan attacked ( ieneral Early at
the crossing on th 0Htquan Creek, and
after a most sanguinary and bloody bat- -
tie, lasting until five o'clock in the eve- ¬

ning, defeated him with heavy loss, car- ¬

rying his entire position from Opequan
Creek to Winchester, capturing several
thousand prisoners and five pieces of ar- ¬

tillery. The enemy rallied and made a
.stand in strong position at Fisher's Hill,
he was attacked and again defeated with
heavy loss on the twentieth. Sheridan
pursued him with great energy through
Harrisonburg, Staunton, andthegapsof
the llluo Itidge. After stripping the up-¬

per valley of most of tbe supplies and pro- ¬

visions for the reliel army, he return. si
to Strssburg, and took position on the
north side of Cedar Crcuk.

Having received considerable re-;-

forccmenis. Gen. Early again returned
to the valley, and ou the 9th of October
his cavalry encountered ours near Stras- -

burg, where the rebels were defeated
with the loss of eleven pieces of artillery
and Jot) prisoners. On the night of Uie

Nil the enemy crossed the mountains
which separated the branches of tin
Shenandoah, forded the north fork, and
early on the morning of the 19th, under
cover of the darkness and the fog, sur- ¬

prised and turned our left flank, captured
Uie batteries, which enfiladed our whole
line, Our troops fell back with heavy
loss and in much confusion, hut were
finally rallied between Middletown and
Newtown. At this juncture Gen. Sheri- ¬

dau. who was at Winchester when tin- -

battle commenced, arrived on the field,
arranged his lines just in time to repulse
a heavy attack of theipnemy, and imme- ¬

diately assuming the offensive, he at- ¬

tacked in turn and with great vigor.
The enemy was defeated with great

slaughter, and the loss of most of his
artillery' and trains and the trophies lie
had captured in the morning. The wreck
of his army escaped during the night, aud
fled in the direction of Staunton and
Lynchburg. Pursuit was made to Mount
Jackson. Thus ended this, tbe enemy's
last attempt to invade the North ria the
Shenandoah valley. ! was now enubled
to return the 0th corps to the army of the
Potomac, and to semi one division from
Sheridan'sarniy ti the army of the James,
and another to Savannah, Ga., to hold
Sherman's new acquisitions ou the sea
coast, and thus enable liim to move with- ¬

out detaching from his force for that
purpose.

Reports from various sources led me to
believe that the enemy had detached
three divisions from Petersburg to re- -
enforce Early in the Shenandoah valley.

I therefore sent the 2d corps and Gregg's
division of cavalry, of the Armv of the
Potomac, and a force of Geu. Butler's
army, on the night of the 13th of August,
to threaten Riehmoud from the north
side of the James, to prevent him from
sending troops away, and, if possible, to
draw back those sent. In this move we
captured six pieces of artillery and several
hundred prisoners, detained troops that
were under marching orders, and ascer- ¬

tained that but one division Kershaw 's
of the reputed detached, had gone.

The enemy having withdrawn heavily
from Petersburg to resist this movement,
the 5th corps, Gen. Warren command- ¬

ing, was moved out on the 18th, and took
possession of the Weldon railroad.

During the day he had considerable
fighthig. To regain possession of the
road, the enemy made repeated and des- ¬

perate assaults, but was each time re- ¬

pulsed with great loss. On the night of
the 20th the troops on the north
side of the James were with- ¬

drawn, and Iia.icock and Gregg returned
to the front of Petersburg. On the 2oth
the 2d corns and Gregg's division of cav- -

while

desperate fighting, a part of our line
gave way, and five pieces of fell
into the hands of the enemy.

Bv the 12tii of September a branch
railroad was completed from the City
Point and Petersburg Railroad to the
Weldon Ral'r'jad, enabling us to supply
without difficulty, in all weather, the
army in front of Petersburg-

The extension of our lines across the
railroad compelled the enemy to

extend his that It seemed he could
haio had hut few troops north of the
James the defense of Richmond. On
the night of the 26tii, the lutii earns,
Maj.-Ge- Birney, and the 18 tb corps,
Mal.-Ge- n. Ord commanding, of Qen.
Butler's army, were crossed from the
south side to the north side, of thu
Jam. s, and advanced ou the urn-o-

of carryinging very

.uuuore, immediately
uapin fortifications, in whichwore repulsed with heavy lose. Kautz'

eavalry pushed forward on road
to right of mis, supported bv in- ¬

fantry, and reached the enemy's inner
but unable to further.

The position captured from enemv
was so threatening to Richmond that
determined to, bold enemy made
several desperate attempts to dtelo'dgc us,
nil af which were unsuccessful, and for
wh

the the

tlie

ich he naid denrlv. On the morning

connoisance we captured and held the j tends
enemy's works near Poplar Spring Lawr
church In the afternoon rroops moving that,
to get to the left of the point gained wen-

attacked by the enemy in heavy force,
and compelled to fall back until supported
by the forces hoidingtheeaptured works.
Our cavalry under Gregg was also at-¬

tacked, but repulsed the enemy with
great loss.

On the 7th of October the enemy at-¬

tacked Kautz' cavalrj-- north of tbe James,
and drove it hack with heavy loas in
killed, wounded and prisoners, and the
loss of all the artillery eight or nine
pieces. This he followed up by an attack
ou our intrenched infantry line, hut was
repulsed with severe staugh'er. Onthe
13th reennnoissanoe was sent by Gen.
Butler, with a view to drive the enemy
from some new works he was constructing
which resulted in very heavy loas to

( In the 27th the Army of the Potomac,
leaving only sufficient men to hold its
fortified line, moved by the enemv's
ngm nana, hip ai corps, followed by
two divisions of the oth corps, with the
cavalry in advancn and covering our left
Hank, forms! a )assage of Hatcher's Run,
ami moved up the south side of it toward
the Soul Iwlde railroad, until the 2d corps
and part of the cavalry reached the
Hoyifton plank road, where it crosses
Hatcher's run.

At this point we were six miles dis--I nessee,
from the Southside railroad, which dispersed by

I had bois--d by this movement to reach j tbe abs
and But finding that we had not commencent
reached Ihe end of theenemy's rnrtifloa- - tion, -- scepi far as relate, tofhemove- -
tions, no place presenting itself for j menu the troops by Gen. Sher- -

a siici-essi- i.y w nicn ne inign;
iloubled up and shortened, I deter- ¬

mined to witlidraw to within our forti- ¬

fied line. Orders were given accord- ¬

ingly. Immediately upon receiv- ¬

ing a report that General Warren
had connected with General Han- -

coek, I returned to headquarters. Soon
after left, file enemy moved out across
Hatcher's run in the gap between Gens.
Hancock and Warren, which not
closed as reported, made a desperate
attack on imi. Hancock's rightand rear.
Gen. Hancock immediately faced iiis
corpse to meet it, and after a bloody com- ¬

bat drove the enemy within his works,
and withdrew that night to his old posi- ¬

tion.
In support of this movement Gen.

Butler made a demonstration on the
north side of the James, and attacked the
enemy on the Williamsburg road, and
also on Uie York River Railroad. In the
former he was utisuccessful ; in the latter
he succeeded in carrying a work which
was afterwards abandoned.

From mis time forward the operations
tn front of Petersburg and Richmond,
until the spring campaign of lttio, were
confined to the defense and extension of
our lines, and to offensive movements
for cricpliny the enemy's lines 01 com- ¬

munication, and to prevent his detaching
any considerable force to send SouUi.

the 7th of February, our lines were
extended to Hatcher' Run, and the
Weldon Railroad tiad been destroyed to
Hicksfor.l.

Gen. Sherman moved from Chattanoga
on Uie sixth of May, wilb the armies of
tiie ( 'umls-rlaud- , T nnetsee. ami Ohio,
commanded, respectively, by (ienerais
l homas, Mcl hcrson,
upon Johnston's arniv

advance

Scliorteid. Dmng the night,
Dalton ; but to Hill

liuding the enemy's position at Buzzard
Roost, covering Dalton, too strong to
In assaulted, G n. Mcpherson was sent
through Snake Gap to turn it.
while t.em-rai- s i nomas an. eiioheiu
threatened it in front and on the reached on 27th
This movement successful. John- - serious difficulty a

ridding bis likely to be fleet, wl
off lell to bis position over
Resaca, he the having fallen passed
afternoon at May A up prevent
ensued. During night the enemy suggestion Col. inow Gen.) Bai- - now

.111 um 111.11 inn ie uuuer ins .uiwriiiH-iiui-iii-i'.

guard was overtaken near Adairsvilla,
and heavy skirmishing followed. The
next morning, however, lie had again
disappeared.

He was vigorously pursued and was
overtaken at Cassvilie on the lmh, bu
luring thu ensuing night, retreated across

hnsl Ihe disastrous
were going Jefferson C. of expedition, and the
division ol lhomas s army was sent to
Itome, capturing it with its fort.s and ar- ¬

tillery and its valuable mills and foiin- -
. lories. Gen. Sherman having given his
army a few at tliis point, again
put in on the isd for Dal- ¬

las, wiui a view oi turning the difficult
pa.-- s at Allutoona. Ou Uie afternoon of
tile SBth the advance under Gen. Hooker
had a severe with the enemy, dri- ¬

him back to Sew Hope church,
Dailas. Several sharp eucoun ters

occurred at this point. The most impor- ¬

tant was ou the 2th, wheu tbe enemy
assaulted (ien. MePherson at Dallas,
received l terrible aud bl.sxly repulse.

On the Uh of June, Johnston aban- ¬

doned his uitreuchcii position at New
Hope Cfa ircii and retreated to the
positions of Kenesaw, Pine and Lost
mountains He was to yield the
two last named places and concentrate
his army on the Keni-saw- , where, on tile
27th, Gens. Thoraaand MePherson made

determined but unsuccessful assault.
On the uight of the of Sherman
ommeuoud moviug his army by the

morning ferry,
enemy, luc.uisequeuce lo-- -. i)r at

this movement, abandoned wounded prisoners.
saw and retreated Chatta--
boochie.

General Sherman remained the
Chatuihox;hie to give his men rest and
get up stores until tbe 17th July, when
be resumed bis operations, crossed tbe
Chuttahooche destroyed a large portion

the Railroad to Augusta, and drove
the enemy bock to Atlanta. At
place Ien. Hood succeeded ien. Johnston
in command of rebel armv, as- ¬

the offensive defensive policy,
made several severe attacks on Sher- ¬

in the vicinity of Atlanta, the most
desperate determined of which was
on tue 22d of July. 1 P. M. of this
4ay tie brave, accomplished and noble
hearted MePherson was kUled. Gen.

coded aud commanded1. gan -- u.
!h- army of the Tennessee through tins
desperate battle, and until he was su- ¬

perseded by Maj.-Ge- Howard, on the
5th, with the same success and ability
that had characterized him iu com- ¬

mand of acorns or
Tn all attacks the was dolled

repu'.sed with great loss. Finding it
imiswsible to entirely invest the place.
Gen. Sherman, after securing his Mm of
communication across tbe Chattahoo- -
chie, moved his main force round by
the enemy's left flunk upon the Mont- ¬

gomery and Macon railroads, to draw
tbe enemy from his fortifications.

In this he succeeded, and after defeat- ¬

ing the enemy near Hough and Ready.
Joneslxiro' and Lovejoy's, forcing him to
retreat to the South, on the 2d of Sep- ¬

tember occupied the point of
his campaign.

About Uie of this move tlie rels-- l

cavalry, under Wheeler, attempted to
cut his cummuuications in the rear, but
was repulsed at Dalton and driven into
East Tennessee, whence it pr.s-eede-

west to McMinnville, Murfreeslsaro' and
Franklin, and was finally driven south
of the Teuuessee. The damage done by
this raid was repaired in a few days.

During the partial investment of At- ¬

lanta, Gen. Rousseau joined Gen. Sher- ¬

man force of cavalry from Deca-¬

tur, having made a successful raid upon
the Atlanta and Montgomery Railroad,
and its branches near Opelika. Cavalrv
raids were also matte by Gens. McCook.
Garrard, and Stoneman to cut the re- ¬

maining railroad communication With
Atlania. Tile first two were successful
the hitter disastrous.

Geu. movement fromChat- -

ssniun
The

movements and during
memorable campaign will ever be read
with un interest unsurpassed by anything
iu history.

His own report, and of subor- ¬

dinate commanders accompanying ir,
give the details of that most successful
campaign.

He was dependent for the supply of his
upon a single track railroad from

Nashville to a point where he w ope- ¬

rating. This passed Uie entire distance
a hostile and fan

of it had to he by troops. The
cavalry force or the enemy under For-¬

rest, in Northern Mississippi, was
dently waiting for Sherman advance
far enough into mountains of
Georgia a retreat disastrous,
to get upon his line aud destroy it
beyond the possibility of further use.
To" guard against this danger Sherman,
left w hat lie supposed to lie a sit

alry, a: earn - ttnn .lestrojint, for,;u w operate against Forrest in V
the railroau, wcro attactvcc, mm alter Tennessee. He directed General Wi

artillery

Weldon
so

for

2tfth,

in

us

burn, who commanded there,
Brigadier General 8. D. Sturgis in com- ¬

of this force to attack him. tin
the mornirg of the 10.rh of Jur.e General
Sturgis the enemy near Guntown,
Mississippi, was Usateu badly, and
en bae'i in utter rout and confusion to
Memphis, distance of about one hun- ¬

dred hotly pursued by the euemy.
this, however, the enemy was de

in his designs upon Sburutan's
line of eommunicatious. persistency
with which he fejlowed up thissuceess ex- -

haustcd him, and made season far rest
and results necessary. In (bo meantime
Gen. A. S,. Smith, tbe of the
Army of the Tennessee that had been
sent bv Geu. Sherman to Gen. Banks,
arrived at Memphis on return from.

strong loriiiicai.ous - ami intrench- - Sher" irlimediarelv take the otfen--
ments below Chapm's h;h witi.

, ...iirfii sire rorre- -
.o.;,ixa...soii; fifteen pi the promptness anu euec wuicu

01 artillery, and tbe New Market characterized his whole mibtary career.
and mteenobments. This was On fourteenth of he met the en- -
nsllowpA imlu. u ,rll.,n ,. w. c, Miss., lind whioned Iliin
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was get

I
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a
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a

a

a

a

Ulinois volunteers. CoL having
but a force, withdrew the forts

of Meade out a recon- - the river, he repmsed
noissance, view to attacking the and hun tiie place,
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the date of its starting. The troops

under (ien. Smith, comprising two di- ¬

visions of the Pith and a detachment of
the 17th army corps, left Vlcknburg on
tbe lutii of March, and reached the desig-¬

nated point on Bed river one day earlier
Ulan lhat appointed by lien. Banks.
The rebel at Fort be Russy, think- ¬

ing to defeat him, left Uie fort on the
14th give him battie in the open field ;

but, whUe occupying the enemy with
skirmishing and demons! rations,
smith pushed forward to Fort De
Russy. which had been left with
a weak garrison, and captured it
with its garrison about Sou men, 11

ptajii of artillery and small arms.
Our loss was but slight. On the loth he
pushed forward to Alexan.hia, which

defeated him, capturing2io prisoners and
I pieces of artillery.

(to the 2sth he again attacked and de-¬

the enemy tbe reSel iren.
Taylor at C ine River. m the 2Uth 'ien.
Bunks hail assembled his whole army at
Alexandria, and pushed forward to

afiern.s.n of Uie .th bn engaged
the en.niy Pleasant Hill and him
from ihe lie!.:. On thesaim-afternoo- the
enemy made a -- Lands miles beyond Pleas--
art (nil, l.ut was again compelled to re- -
troat. On thetb, at SabineCrosa roadsand
Peach Hill, tile enemy attacked and de-¬

feated iiis advance, capturing nineteen
piece- - of artillery- - and an immense
1: cu..: of transportation and stores.

and
at Pleasant

fell

was on Uie and the
repulsed loss. During the

continued his
movement to Ecore,

thence to Alexandria,
north. Uie

was
retreat cut Porter's

fortified at expeibtion,

lien. Banks
where another

9th. enemv
with

night (ien. Banks retro- ¬

grade (.rand
and which

s..n,
hack

if April. a

where was attacked much since they
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On the 2d of March Maj.-Ge- n. Steele
left Little Rock with the 7th army
to with (ien. Banks'
tion ou Red river, and reached Arkadel- -

on the 2S)th. On the 10th of April,
after driving the enemy him, he
was joined near Elkin's Ferry, In
( luachita county, by Gen. Thayer,
hud niarched from Fort Smith. After
several severe skirmi.-he- s, in which the
enemy was defeated, ( ien. Steele reached
Camden, w hich occupied about the
middle of Aprd.

On learning of Uie defeat and
quent retreat of Gen. Banks on Red
river, and th loss of one of his own

at Mark's Mill, in Dallas county,
(ien. Steele determined to fall back to
the Arkansas river. He left Camden ai
the t'n!i of April, and reached Little
Rock on the 2d of May. On the .'tilth of
April the enemy attacked him while
crossing the Saline river at Jenkin s

flank, and on the of the j hut repulsed
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Division of West Mississippi." was there- ¬

to join the armies operating against
mond, and to limit the remainder of his
command to such operations as might be
necessary to hold tbe positions and lines
of communications he then occupied.

Btfore starling Gen. A. J. Smith's
carps back to Sherman, lien. anhy

part to disperse the armv posit
enemy collecting the meantime watch H'
sissippi river. Gen. met and Hood
feateil this torce near l.,t,.. Chicot, on
the oth of June. Our loss waa about for- ¬

ty killed and seventy wounded.
Iu tbe part of July. (ien. Canby

senl Maj.-(ie- u. Gordon Granger,
such forces as lie could collect, to
rate with Admiral Farragut against the
defenses of Mobile Bay. On the sti, 0f
August Fort Gaines surrendered the
combined naval and land forces. But
Fort Powell was blown un and abun- -

ju me m was invested,
and alter a severe bombardment, surren- ¬

dered on the 23d. The total capture
amounted to prisoners, and 104
pieces of artillery.

About the last of August.il being re-¬

ported that Uie rebel General Price, with
a force of about lo.'Km men, had reached
Jaeksonport, on his way to invade Mis- ¬

souri, Gen. A. J. Smith's command, then
en route from Memphis join Sherman,
was ordered to Missouri. cavalry
force was also, at the same time, sent
from Memphis, command of
Winsluw. This Gen. Rosencrans'
forces superior pi those of Price, and no
doom was entertained but would be
able to check Price and drive him hack,
while (lie forces of (ien. Steele, in Ar- -
Kansas. would cut otr his retreat. On
the 25th day of Price attacked
Pilot Knob and loreed the garrison to
retreat, and thence moved north to the
Missouri river, and continued up tiiat
river towards Kansas. Gen. Curtis,
itominanding department of Kansas, im- ¬

mediately collected such forces as he
could Pi repel the invasion of Kansas,
while Rosencrans' cavalry was operat- ¬

ing his rear.
enemv was brought to

Big Blue and defeated, with loss
of nearly all his artillery and trains, and
a large numlier of prisoners. He made a
precipitate retreat to Northern Arkansas.
Tlie impunity with which Price was cu- -
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September 20th the enenv's cavalry
uniier Forrest, .rossed '.ue Teunessee near
Waterloo, Alabama, anj ou 23d at--
vaoked the arrrison at Athens, consisting
ot six hundred men, which capitulated
on the 24th. Siou after the surren- ¬

der two regiments of reinforcements
arrived, and after a tight were
compelled to surrender. Forrest de-¬
stroyed the railroad westward, captured
the garrison ot Sulphur Branch trestle,
skirmished with the garrison at I'ulaski
on the 27th, aud on the same cut the
Nashville and Chattanooga Radroad j

tiear Tuilahoma and Dechard. On
morning of the one column of For--

command, under Buford, appeared
before Huntsyille and summoned the
surrender nf the garrison. Receiving an
answer ii the negative, he remained in
tbe vicinity of the place until next
morning, when he agaiu summoned its
surrender and received same reply as
on the night before. He withdrew

direction of Adieus, which place had
been ami attacked it on
the afteruoon of the of October, but
without success. On the morning of Uie
second he renewed his attack, but was
handsomely repulsed.

Another colu mn Forrest appearedpefore Columbia on tae morning of the1st, out not make an attacl? Ori themorning of the 3d hi; mnViA toward
Pleasant. VUUe w opera--
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In September, an expedition under
Gen. Burbridge vas sest to iletroy
salt works at SaltvUle, Va, Ue met the
enemy the 2d of October, about three
miles and a half from Saltville, and
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During tliis time Jefierson Davis made

a speech in Macon, Ga, which waa re- -

in tbe papers of iiouUi, and
soon became known the wool ooun

the North aid. In thi re-- the gnrrison of Ky., to ur-- try, diacloaing plan of tn

thus enabling fien. Sherman to fuh"v
meet them. He exhibited th weakness
of that an army that hail bean
beaten anil fearfully decimated in a vain
attempt at the defensive, could sutrcsD
fully undertake the offensive aajain-- f the
army that bad so often defeated if.
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w. ward
ironi raI ten across Sand Mountain,
Gen. Sherraan sent 4:h c orys, -

lien. Staniey commanding, : .n.i the 23.1
corps, Mt n. Scholield ci .mmanding,
track to Chattanooga to rep rt to
Gen. Thomas, at Xashvill , whom he
hail placed in command of ui the troops
of hu military division, save the four
tiriuy anu cava irv oi vision he i- t-
signed to move with through Ge - s
VV ith the thus let1, at his disp.ua,'.

was little doubt tiutt Gen. Thomas
hold the line of the Tennessee, or- -

the event should :i,rc it, would
be able to coucentrute and iica; uim iu
battie. It was therefore readily ctiv- -

sented to that Sherman should r

the seaooast.
Having 'lis rriops af At-

by the Uth of Novemiwr, he eaaa- -

meticed his march, threatening boat j
Augusta and Macon. His omtngo. n
point not be definitely fixed. Hi
ing to gather subsistence as he
marched through the country, it was a t
impossible that a force inferior to his
own might compel him to head for u,--

point as he reach, instead of
as he might prefer. T o him
enemy, however, in ignoring h:s move- ¬

ment, sending llissi's rmy,
considerable force he It ad west of

Richmond, east of the Mississippi
river, northward on an offensive a'm-

paigu, left the whole cou jtry and
Sherman's route to his cwn choice.

How that campaign was conduct.- ,

how little opposition was met with, tbe
condition of Uie country through w hich
the armies paased, the capture of Fort;
McAllister on the Savannah river, audi
,1,,. .i.. u.. ........ 1. .1.

battle on f i)ueihier, are ail c, irp- - t orb'(ien. Sherman's admirable report.
Soon after Gen. Shciman comr',,.,.

his march from At!'jjita,two exr e.htion-- .
inc mini natov. ivouge, Lou' .;. mmA
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f .ad aud two locomotives, besides large
amounts of stores. The expedition from
Batou Rouge was without favorable re- ¬

sults. The expedition from the Depart- ¬

ment of the South, under immediate
command of Brig. -- Gen. John P. Hatch,
consisting of about five thousand men
all arms, including a brigade from the
navy, proceeded up Broad river and de--
barkedat Boyd's Neck 'ti the
November, from where it moved to
strike the railroad at liranamst tile.
At Honey Hill about three miles from
Grahams ville the enemv was found and--
attacked a strong! v fortified t . -- n io-.-

which resulted, alter severe tighumr, in
our repulse with a loss of ?M in killed,
wounded and missing. During he night
Gen. Hatch withdrew. CkQ Ihe (lh of
December Gen. Fostej obtained a posi- ¬

covering the Charleston and Savan- ¬
nah railroad between Coosawatehu
and a. tin t., rivers.

Hood, instead of following Sherman.,
jtnued hut move northward, which

seemed to me to be leading to his cerf.in
doom. At all events, I hat thepower to both armies, I ahoulduot have changed the order, under
which be seemed to be acting . on the
Ctith of October Uie advanc ,,f iiood',1

drew toward Courtland, and
m the face of our wtW

on Uie nort'a 9fjt. 0f the Ten- -
river, near Florence. On the 23th'

Forrest readied the Tennessee, at Fort
Hiemau, captured a gunboat and
three transports. On the 2u of Tiniia
her planted batteries above and below
Johnsor.vrlta on the opposite side (he
river, isolating three gunboats and eigne
transport. On the 4th tbe enemy

During the months of March am) nril. Gen. Sherman, immediately after oneued Iiis batter!
this same foroe under Forrest annoyed us Uie fall of Atlanta, put his armies in was replied to from t
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transports, to prevent their failing Ma
the hands of the enemv. About a mil- ¬

lion and a half dollars'' worth oi" stores
and property on Uie levee and in tho
storehouses were consumed by tire. Ou
the 5th the enemy disappeared and
crossed to the north side ot tbe Tan Bear
se river, above Johnaonvilie, moving
toward Clifton, and sutj0,untly joinadl
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