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APPflBATTOX.

BT J. ACGtTSTIjfK gtaSAIOO.

The live-lon- g nigbt, a solemn man
With martial air and bearing.

Whose noble eoul had led the van
Where valor most was darlnc,

Was pacing sadly In his room

And shndderlne at
For Appomattox, fall of gloom.

Foretold a people' sorrow.

An! who will know the woe, the pain.

The anguish of the thlnklnc,
The racking of that peerless b.-al-n

To see a nation's sinking?
Bat, than a conqueror there stood he"

At Appomittox, grander
Oarchosen, God-lik- e Robert Lee.

Surpassing Alexander.

Well could the victor claim no sword

Which might more pain engender.

For nought Mibllmer but the Lord
Than I.ee at that surrender.

He gave up all save honor, truth,
And that divine behavior,

Which, throujh the world's relentless ruth
Ws symbol of the Savior.

We curse not Appomattox no !

For Fame shall tell the story,

And Freedom, rislnj from that blow,

WHi jet proclaim our glory

lliai woful day endeared tne name

Of him so brava and tender.
For ne'er won ehleltaln grander fame

Than Lee at that surrender.

The vrorld, from Its first dawn of light;

Ne'er felt such sore affliction,

As was that agonlrlng s'glit,
Except the Crnclflxian,

To'see Lee, 'neath Virginia's sky.

Furl up" Truth " stamped upon her-T- he

flag whose fame will never die,
Surrendering all but honor.

CigtSAUi, UlSi. May-7-
,

The Heroine of L.aUc Erie.

The dart, stormy close of November,

1S54, found many vessels on Lake hne,
but the fortunes of one alone Lave

special interest for us. About that Ume

the schooner Conductor, owned by John
McLeod of the Providential Parliament,
resident of Amherstburg, at the mouth

of the Detroit river, entered the lake

from that river, bound for Port Dal-l.ousi- e,

at the mouth of tho T elland

canal. She was heavily loaded with gram.

Iler crew consisted of Capt. Hackett,

a Highlander by birth, and a skillful
and experienced navigator, and six sail-

ers. At nightfall, shortly after leaving

the bead of the lake, one of thpse

.terrific storms, with which the late

autumnal navigators of that "Sea of

the woods," are all too familiar, overlook

them. The weather was intensely cold

for the season ; the air was filled wjth

snor and sleet; the chilled water made

ice rapidly, encumbering the sohooner,

and loading down her decks and rigging.

As the gale increased, the tops c-- the
waves were shorn offi'V the fierce blasts

clouding the whole Atmosphere with
the saijprs callfrozen spray, or what

"spoon-drift,- " rendering it impossible

to see any object a few rods distant.
Driving helplessly before the wind, yet
in the direction of its place of destina-

tion, the schooner sped through the
darksess. At last, near midnight, run-

ning closer than her crew supposed to

the Canadian shore, she struck on the

outer bar off Long Point Island, beat

lieavily across it, and sunk in the deeper
--water between it and the inner bar. The

null was entirely submerged, the waves

rolling in heavily, and dashing over the
rigging, to which the crew betook them-

selves. Lashed there, numb with cold,
drenched by the pitiless waves, and
gcoufged by the showers of sleet driven
befpns the wind, they waited for morn- -

Ing. The slow, dreadful nours wore
mrt at length the dubious and

Jonhtfnl mTi-- f a morning of tempest

succeeded to the utter darkness of night.
Abigail Pecker chanced at that time

to be in her tut with none but her
young children. Her husband was ab-

sent on the Canada shore, and she was

left the sole adult occupant of the island,

save the light keeper at its lower end,

some fifteen miles off. Looking out at
daylight on the beach in front of her
door, she saw the shattered boat of the
Conductor cast up by the waves. Her
experience of storm and disaster on that
dangerous coast needed nothing more to
convince her that somewhere in the
neighborhood human life had been, or
still was, in peril. She followed the
southwesterly trend of the island for a

little distance, and peering through the
gloom of the stormy morning, discerned

the spars of the sunken schooner, with
what seemed to be human forms ding-

er, to tho rigging, e heart of the

strong woman sunk within her, as she

cftzed upon those helpless fcllow-,tnr.- s.

so near, yet so unapproachable.

She Tiad no hoat, and none could have
that wild water. After a

moment's reflection she went back to

i,, nut thiJ smaller children
: rtra of the eldest, took with her
an iron keetle, tin tea-po- t, and patches,

and returned to the beach, at U?e ncar-.- .i

nmnt to the vessel: and, gathered
up the logs end drift-woo- d, always
.Vttinr1inL fin the coast, kindled a great
fire, and, constantly walking back and

forth between it and the watir, strove to

intimate to the sufferers that they were

at least not beyond human sympathy.
& th wrecked sailors looked shor'c- -

.nnd saw. through the thick haze

of snow and sleet, the red light of the
Ere, and the tall figure of the woman

passing to and fro before it, a faint hope
innt-- the nlaec of the utter despajr,

which had prompted them to jptgo their
hold, ana arop into uie uucmiuj;
that opened and closed about them like

of death. Hut the day wore
abatement of the storm

that tore tn rough the frail spars, ami

it and toed them as it passed,

and drenched them with icy-col- d spray
, til as. unrelenting horror of sight,

sound and touch ! At last the deepening
jnnl fnld them that night was an

proaching, and night under such circmn- -

gtances was oeaui.
a l! Av lonir Abigail Becker had fed

fire, and sautrht to induce the sailors

by signals for even her strong voice
Ji.A nt rnnrh them to throw them- -

Kelres into the surf, and trust to Provi
.inpn and her for succor. In anticipa
tion of this she had her tea ready made

roatorin'' warmth and life to tne
survivors. But cither they

axa ,ot understand her, or the chits
seemed too small to induce,of resone

tiiem to abandon the temporary safety of
tho wreck. 'iey oiuug , .

ind act of We Drougnt lace to

Ah. Just at nightfall there
Wini:i, l.rAakin the west: a red

i:-- .f lrnd across the thick air, as
V?. :n.f,nt tho eve of the storm

looked out upon the rum it had wrought,

and closed again under lids of cloud.
'r,vinr advantage of this, tho solitary

etcher ashore made one more effort.

She waded out into the water, every
.i r TrliiMi. as it struck the beach.

became a particle of ice, and jtreteliing

out ahdrfflrawing in her arms, invited,
by her gestures, the sailor to throw
themselves into the wavos and strive to

her. Capt. ITackctt understood

her. lie called to his mate : " It is our
last chance. I will try 1 If I live, fol-

low me ; if IJrown, stay" where you
are !" With a great effort he got off his
stiffy frozon overcoat, paused for one
moment in silent" commendation of his
soul to God, and, throwing himself into
the waves, struck out for tho shore.
Abigail Becker,breast-dee- p in the surf,
awaited him. lie was almost within her
reach when the undertow swept him
back. Rj a mighty exertion she caught
hold of him, boro him in her strong
arms out of the water, and laying him
dow by her . fire, warmed his chilled
blood with copious draughts of hot tea.
The mate, who had watched the rescue,
now followed, and tho captain, partially
restored, insisted upon aiding him. As.

the former nearcd tho shore, the recoil-

ing water baffled, him. Capt. Ilackett
caught hold of him, but the undertow
swept them both away, locked in each
other's arms. The brave woman plunged
after them, and, with the strength of a.

giantess, bore them, clinging to each
other, to the shore, and up to her fire.
The five sailors followed in succession,
and were all rescued in the same way.

A few day's after.Capt Ilackett and his
crew were taken off Long Point by a pass-

ing vessel j and Abigail Becker resumed
her simple daily duties without dreaming
that she had done anything extraordi-
nary enough to win for her tho world's
notice. In her struggle every day for
food and warmth for her children, she
had no leisure for the indulgence of

Like the woman of
Scripture, she had only " done what she
could " in the terrible exigency that had
broken 'thL dreary monotony" Of her
life.- - AtUinTii Monthly for Mag.

The Art Detective.
Paris correspondence New York Herald.

In Paris there is an art studied and
carried to a. pcrfpption unknown in any
other country; I meau the art detective,
in the practical application of criminal
jurisprudence. As a medical man, M.

Tardicu has accomplished in this respect
reakmiraoLsB, tracing out tho most mys- -

teriffus and hidden crimes uy indications
which remind one of the scent of the
savage or the inscrutable tact which he (

displays in hunting a victim. This
difficulty in tracing crime, and its suc-

cessful results, forms the greatest part of
the interest which popularly attaches to.
evil deeds ; and now that a murderer is
more easily detected than of old, crim-

inals go more warily to work, and the
result is more terrible and more romantic
crimes than er. There is preserved in
tho office ofeCour d'assjses de Cal-

vados, a handkerchief which once in
such an affair.cost two men their lives.
I will give the story as told in a news-

paper, Several years ago in Casn the
shop of a Jeweler was robbed. The poor
man surprised them, gave chase, and
was brutally murdered by them in the
street. Everything was done to detect
the criminals without avail. The great
Detective Melin, who brought Char
pentier from America, tried and failed.
There was at Cicn a central commissaire
of police, a Monsieur Ducheylard,
brother-in-la- w of the Duke of Malakoff,
and this man applied himself steadily to
the work. The thieves had left a jimmy
(rosignol), a simple iron bar, and a
handkerchief.

Some time after Monsieur Duchey
lard found that jn a low drinking house,
where rooms were also hired, two men
had entered themselves as August
Chemist, merchant, from Mulhouse, and
Joan Graft, merchant, from Strasburg.
Their passports were perfectly right.

Still it seemed strange to jH. uucney- -

lard that two morohants, respectable
men, should board at such a " crib as
this was. Something was wrong. At
any rata " jt would do no harm to take a
look." The writer pnee knew a detec
tive a master of his an who always
had this Dhrase on his lips. So he took

a book. He found out the girl who
washed for these men, and showing her
the handkerchief, asked her it she had
ever seen it .before, fiho recognized it
at once as the property of ooe of them,
even to a stain and a "mend. tne
clue was obtained, and the men were ar-

rested. Others crfi pngaged with them
all were caught in different parts of

Paris, and the two were guillotined.
Jvo less singular is a case probably

without parallel. For two years past
tne ponce in wcro i

receive notos in a carefully disguised
female hand, pointing out certain male-

factors, or indicating crimes which were
contemplated or had been committed.
Frequent intimations were given that
the letters would be discontinued if. any
effort should be made to discover the
writer, and

.
places indicated where an- -

i.i. i mL- - 1

swers migni do sent. Jims uukuuwu
seemed to throw her whole heart into
the business, supplying the police witn
a cypher for the Jotters and aiding them
in every way. A circumstance at last
made it necessary for this eccentric
amateur detective to reveal herself to
tbe chef de lajwlioe. She proved to be
a young wpnian of excellent family and
education, butwnpse uncontrollable taste
for profligacy had thrown bpr continu-
ally among toe vilest associates. A keen
sense of .right and wrong had, however,
rendered her miscratvc,-an- d caused lre-oue- nt

fits of remorse, until she resolved
to" do good by punishing the crimes
which lrcquentiy came to ner itnowieugu,
and to this end sie had ponsccrated ajl
her energies and talents which were
really wonderful. "She was the most
wonderful woman I ever met," said iy
informant. "She was as bold as any
man, as crafty as any woman, and as true
as steel." From the day in which sho
h&aame known to tho police she was.

never again hpard of. Not that she was

found out and murdered by criminals,

but that she pould no Jonger parry on

her strange work in such complete se.-crc-cy

as before.

There is a man in Washington who
is handsomo as a man, and delightfully
fascinating when dressed and made up
as a woman. This person has been ono
of the most successful pilferers in the
District; but at last he was caught. He
has been courted by men, who have
breathed the tender passion to him, and
he in his turn has taught women the
first lesson of love. Whenever he
thought that there was a chance of
being arrested, ho would dress in wo-

men's apparel, and in this way would bo

incarcerated with women. A paper of
that city savs his career has been
tinced with "every crimo but that of
murder.

It is said that the whole populat'tfn
of San Domingo, from the President
down, are in frvor ofanncsatiou,

. i f

The Spirit Pkotegraplier.
Mumler, the spiritual photographer,!

has been discharged bjr Justice Dowjing.

after a protracted trial. The proof
aamst him amounted to nothing, since

failed to show tha he had used any
trick or artifice to."p?oducehe- - ghost
pictures.' True, it was shown how such

effects can be produced in various ways,
without spiritual agencies ; how it may
be done by manipulations of the plates,
and by mechanical contrivances in the
camera itself, but itTwas not shown that
Mumlcr had resorted to any of these
means. . It was. ..once thought, he had
been caught' when an experMestified
how mechanical contrivance might be in-

troduced into the operation so. ingenious
ly almost to defy detection; but as
Mumler remarked to. the court on his
discharge, the best evidence of mechan-

ical agency that could have been offered
would haye fceep his. own camera .with
which he has operated so many years.
Why, indeed, were not his instruments
seized and Bubjected to examination in
court? It does not follow, however, be-

cause Mumler's process has not been
"detected, that it. is what he pretends it
to be, though he most solemnly stated
that he had no part in producing the
apparitions seen in ' his photographs,
other than he had in taking the picture
of a living person. His statement to
the court, in detailing Tiow it happened
that he became a spiritual photographer,
contains some passages sufficiently inter-

esting to be reproduced. He said :

"In 1SC1, in the city of Boston,
while engaged in business as an en-

graver, I was in the habit of visiting a
young man who was employed in a
photographic gallery kept by a Mrs.
Stewart, oh "Washington street.
Occasionally I would experiment with
the instrument and chemicals.. One
Sunday, while entirely alone in the
galiery, I attempted to get a picture of
myself; and then it was that I first
discovered, while developing- - it, that a
second form appeared on' the plate ; at
this time I had never heard of spirit
pictures, although I Tiad been somewhat
interested in the doctrine of spiritualism;
at first I labored under what is now the
jjencral impressipn, that the plate upon
which the picture was taken could not
haye been ""clean, and that the form
which showed itself beside my own must
haye bepn left on the glas3, and I so
stated to my employer and others;
subsequent attempts, however, made
under circumstances which preclude
sucTi a possibility, have confirmed me
in the belief that, the power by which
these forms arc produced is beyond
human control, and the experts that
have been called by the people have
failed to produce a picture made in that
manner.

" I wish to state that at the time I
developed thp shadow or form above
alluded to, I was a oorapletp novice in
the art of photoyaphy, and had no
experience whatever in the composition
of chemicals used in tho business ; and
that my use ef them in my experiments
at that time was simply in conformity
with what I had seen my friend do,
while himself engaged in his business.
After getting the form on the plate, at.
the suggestien of several friends to
whom I showed the plate I made other
attempts, and generally with most re-

markable results. I then determined to
leave my own business and devote my-

self fo photography.
' " Before Jbe subject of spirit
photography, and particularly my suc-

cess, became tho theme of every tongue,
and I was .overrun with,, people of

minds, and obliged to go over
and over agalu, fpr their pleasure, the
routino of taking and ddvejopipg tbe
pictures ; for a long time I never refused
any person who came to investigate ; it
soon became apparent, however, that I
must cither stop it or cease to sup-

port myself, for, as a general 4hing,
these savans, while greedy them-

selves for intellectual food, seemed an-tire- ly

oblivious to the fact that I myself
was a material, boay. LLaugntor.j

" However, I can truly say that I
have never refused intentionally any
person who desired to have a picture
taken from making every examination
or inquiry they diose to make; and
bud I been allowed in this examination
to have produced-evidenc- from abroad,
I could haye shown by seientifio men,
whose names would have satisfied every
one, tha. the most careful and minute
examinations have often been made into
all tho details of my business while I
have been engaged in taking pictures,
J sqlemply .assert that I have now Dut

comparatively little knowledge of photo-
graphy, or chemicals, or 'science pf any
kind, further than is absolutely needed1

to take ordinary photographic f ictures.
" If I had been engaged in sue nefar-

ious proceedings as I am charged with,
.the implements themselves would have
been the strongest evidence against me.
They were not touched. They have
stood ever since in the position they
always occupied in my gallory, and for
tho safety of others who may hereafter
be called to occupy my plaoe in a court
of justice, I sincerely hope that such
pro'cecJings igay cease."

Txintins Tress "Bun Willi da,
In San Francisco, a 'few weeks ago,

by jnvitation of -- the proprietor of the
Courier do Su Francisco, a largo num
ber of persons assembled in thp press-
room of that journal to witness the opp- -

krations of a new motivepower, which is
to be used m running the press upon
which that paper is printed. JLhe ma
chine rcspmblps tbe ordinary steain-enmn- e,

having all its parts ; but the
cylinder is..more bulky, and instead of

.i .i a 3 ;
One ft uas two one ior tne lmroauction
of tras of air. and tbe other for its
escape. The propelling agenoy, which
takes the place of steam, consists of
ninety parts of air and ten of ordinary
illuminating gas ; this compound is in
troduced into each end of tho cylinder,
where it is alternately ignited, by an
eleotrip spark from a T3unson battery,
and the expansion of the air caused
thereby acta on the piston in the 6apje
manner as steam, 'ibis engu
norso power, and when in full operation
consumes twenty-fiv- e cnbie feet pf gas

t a .i; " : ;tper uour, uuu iuu upuusu ut tuumug iu

ten hours would "bo, the 4''" estimates,
one dollar and fifty cents. ,TJjo Cbjr'T
engino weighs pn.ly six hundred pounds
runninc without noise, or jar, needs no

fireman or engineer, and ooviates' the
daner of explosion or conflagration,
All who witnessed its operations wore
surprised and gratified, and its general,
introduction for driving tho lighter
classes of machines is predicted, lt has
.been in use in Paris--fo- r the past five

3 ears, an4,j8 m high favor there.

Lady Eva Campbell,a' sportswoman
of Sootland, took twa Uiirty-ponn- d sal
jnon tbe otjier day.

JBirih Place or the Bonapnrtes

The Hon. S. C. Cox, though a mem
ber of Congress elect, from New York,
is hi bad health and traveling in Eu-rp-

under advice of his physician. Late
letters have been published in the jXew
York lFbrM, dated in Corisca, giving
charming descriptions of tho scenery
and objects of interest in that renowned
island. We abstract the lollowing :

Ajaccio-woul- d not be accounted much
except for its bay and healthy situation,
were it "hot tho "birth -- place of the most,
remarkable man of tho past thousand
years, it has a nne ganery ot paintings,
bnt that is a gilt ot one ot the iNapole- -

omc connections, uarainai iescn. it
has a beautiful marble chapel, but that
is a mausoleum of the Napoleon family.
It has an old cathedral, where Madam
Letitia was accuatomed to take the
young iionaparto to mass, it uas some
fine villas ; but chief among them, which
we visited, was that of the Countess
Baccioehi (still Bonaparte,) which that
ady, just dead, has left to the young

Prince Imperial. AH the streets bear
Napoleonic names. Ihe cales, also, are
named after Jerome, or some others of
the family. But chief among the
souvenirs of the great family, is the
house where Napbleon was born. It is
situalcd next door to ' a hatter's. I
looked in upon the hatter at his work ;

looked through the grated windows ot
his shop, and there, unconscious of his
ennobling proximity, he was beating
away at his trade. The house where
the princes of the earth, first drew breath
is next door to a hatter's 1 " We shall
all meot at the hatter's,""-sait- h the
homely proverb. But lot me be more
precise :

Passing up a narrow street in the
heart of the town, you, come uppn the
Place Letitia ; thence upon a little open
spot, ornamented with trepical palms,
shrubs and flowers. This plot was
opened by the mother of Napoleon, by
tearing down a house in front of her
own. She used the house on one side
of the plot as a stable' and couch house.
My hatter is opposite. The woman who
showed us the premiss was formerly a
waiting yroman of Caroline JHurat. Shc
lives in the old stable opposite my hat-

ter, which is neatly fitfeU Up". Upon the
front pf the BonapartAnansion tliere is
an inscription, mat witnm tnis nouse
Napoleon was born. The house is large

four stories rstone, evidently one pf
tbe best ot its day. it is hadiy excelled
even yot in Ajaccio. It shows that the
family were well to do in the world. In
fact, Madame Lctitia's family (the Ramo
mis) wero rich, and had, many estates

upon the island. When sho died, she
bequeathed most of her furniture to the
members of her family. The . present
Emperor has collected most of the
articles and replaced them in the house.
Our conductress told us what.eaeh object
meant, and whose room this and that
wai. The second floor wajjhe JJadame's
bed chamber, dining room, salons, etc.,
quite commodious. The floor above it
was devoted to the sons. Here was
Napoleon's room and his bureau. The
floor aljovc that for the boys was that
occupied by the daughters. Th.cre wa3
a very sroaii terrace looting out ,irom
the reception room, with flowers in pots

all in bloom.
This "reception room contained five

little square mirrors, as high as your
head, running down each side ; and three
other mirrors near them, and ono grand
mirror at either .end of the. room. In
fact we counted some fifteen mirrors in
in this roo"ui. The' Napoleons were well
provided with looking glasses. We-canno-t

say. as much for any of the other
houses we have seen. What effect these
mirrors bad upon the youn N,apqleon,
I leave with other refleoi ns to tho
reader. Two brackets for wax tapers

ng below each little mirror. The
ceiling was ribbed. It had been newly
plastered, with some little effort at
frescoes. The mothers portrait, very
finely executed, hang oyer her dressing
table. It presents her as a splendid
womam. The cabinets were inlaid witn
every clored marble, and very antique j

.soma rare orgecta sent ny iappipon
from Egypt wero seen. But 'the chief
attraction was the bed on which Napo
leon was born. It was a wooden, rickety
affair ; near by it was the scdon chair of
the Madame. It was well known well,--I

will put it politely in French that
Madame Letizia surjtrlse a Vrglisc par
lesdouleurs de 1' enfuntement Ic 15 Aout,
17G9 rapportc a son domicile! In this
yery sedan, tho' inpthcr of our .great
Emperor was borne trom
and on this very couch the little corporal
first drew ijs breath. lrom this bed to
St. Helena; from the capital tq the
Tarpeian Rockl .Fill )ip thb'.gaprr
Arcon, Austerlitz, Waterloo! nere in
thi3 honso, b passed lis time playing at
soldiers with his fellows, and mourning
because be bad nor moustachc-til- l at
tho age of fifteen, he entered th"e'niilitary!
school at JJnonne. lie returned home
for vacations, and mixing bis young
ambition with the daily round of boy
hood pleasures and walks,- - ho at the

t "i i r il..same time miDioeu irom tue peculiar
characteristics of the. Corsicans their
feuds and feelings, which his grand,
gloomy and,marvelous after-lif- e illustra
ted.

Just above us whore I writo to
arc pointed out a grotto made by tbe
bowlders, and surrounded with7 loliage I

and musical with birds, as the iavonte
study spot of the young Napoleon. The
spot commands a beautiful view of the
bay and. the snow-pla- d mountains around:
From it can bo seen, upon a clear day,
the Island of Sardinia. Gardena of
oranges, from which T?e are permitted
to pluck at pleasure, coyer the slopes
jjear by. Hedges ot cactus cactus
piled on cactus the .famous maocUiei so
sweeny

.
sceuteu ; tue aruutus, tnu myruu,

.i iT i i. ? i i l i'tne ouvc, uuu every .Kinu oi cuiur ui
tree and flower hero grow in the air of
winter. It was within,the circle,of-such- j

n i i j l ; 1. J fj 1

inuuenecs oi sua, sicy, tauu uuu vuiur,
that the youngr .Napqleop formei his
plans' of life. How many'of them Ver'c
realized, we can only guess. Ono thing
remains tp qe saidthat in alio hurly-burle- y

of his active caroer h,o never for-
got Corsica. He always intended to do
more fqrpprtJhan.jhpj dl(lf utg-yias-

t.

thoughts were about his native soil.

A woman in. Paris, Madame. ' Dotn-meron-

has passed the" examinations
which entitle her to be an apothecary
She is the first woman wliff has ddrioso

A child of Dr. S. S. Jerman, of St,
Louis, while seperating leaves from a
bunch' of bananas, discovered a; genuine
tarantula. It was killed and then cured
in alcohol.

A car is bein built in - Jersey City
wVicb. will be the costliest, the largest,
andlnne of tbo m'6st elegant pitas world.
It is to bo run on the Krio roadt and will
post ?GO,009, "

Writing-Unde- r Difficulties,
It is , astonishing from under what

pressure, and through what hihderanccs,
some of our most, noted books have
struggled into life and fame. Particu-
larly is this true with regard to women
writers, many of whom, owing to house-
hold cares, are liable to perpetual inter-

ruption, which can neither be foreseen
nor prevented, but must be borne piti-entl- y

as may be, for the sake of those
dependent upon them. Often, with
many, it has been only when night
came, and the weary body demanded
sleep and rest, that any literary work
could be attempted. If under circum-

stances like these, the world's verdict is:
" Well done," still comes to the victor
the painful after-though- t, Oh ! had I
only a better chance ! Could I only
secure my freshest and best moments !

Sometimes I have thought that it is
only out of this refining furnace of trial
that live books can come forth that
were the writers, male or female, sur-
rounded with luxury, and leisure to
polish and elaborate, that strength and
vigor would be sacrificed to polish.

Sometimes I look at it on the ridicu-

lous side. I sea parentheses in Uncle
Tom's Cabin and Jane Eyre and Shir-

ley, where the authors stated, that here
they stopped to wash the ink "spots from
their fingers; or to make bread or put
kindling in the oven preparatory to it,
while thecelcstial .spark stood in abey-
ance. Sometimes "stopped to wash
baby " might have been inserted on the
margin opposite some interrupted pa-

thetic passage, or " a' pair of little
breeches here demands attention ; " or
" a person who had nothing to say has
just left, after taking two liours of my
best time to say it ; " or " the grocer or
Tjutchcr having failed to send supplies,
1 here stopped to go and inquire into it,
or "little Bobby having the stomach
ache, I had to leave here to get some hot
peppermint;" or " Biddy having scalded
or cut her finger, there's an end to my
writing any more ," etc.

I should like an edition of famous
books with truth-tellin- g margins like
these inserted. It would bo funny read-
ing to everybody but the authors, to
whom indeed it would be " no joke." It
would be instructive, too, to "young
aspirants," who fancy easy reading to be
easy writing. It would oxplain, also,
what tombstones do not always tell us,
when we make a pilgrimage to look at a
slab of marble. All honor, than, to
women writers who, conacious ' of the
power to do literary work, patiently hold
it in check, at the bid of homely duty
who, hcartsiek often at their lives of
detail, which show no record at the day's
end, save interminable sweepings and
dusting and sewings, and roastings and
boilings and bakings, from one week's
end to another, with only'glimpses of
mental rest between, yet remain true to
themselves, and those whose household
comfort, and health and happiness, they
liold in their hands ; more especially
when, as is often tho case, such

is accepted as a matter of
course. It takes both high civilization
and genuine religion to stand steadfast,
and cheerful, in such a position.

Faxsy Fern.

TuntieliHgr 'Udder iie Sra.
A scheme has been proposed for unit-

ing Ireland and Scotland, so as to do
away with the necessity of making a sea
passage altogether. Thd entrance to the
railway tunnel, by which it is to be ac-

complished, op the Irish side is to be
from a point about midway between
Cusheudch and Cusnendall, on the coas.t
of Antram, and on the Scotch side at
Glenstrone, from whence it would run
through the head af the Mull of Cantyre.
The total length of tbo tunnel under
water would be fourteen miles three fur-

longs, and it is said that the ground
through which it would have to be made
is exactly suited for tunneling opera-
tions, and the sandstone for lining it can
be had in any quantity on tho Irish
tAorc. It is proposed to construct the
tunnel for a single line only, tho extreme
depth being tw"cnty-on- e lect, and the
clear width at the level of tip rails fif
teen lpqt, It is proposod, however, to
lay down three lines of rails to accom-
modate wide and narrow gauge carriages.
The gradient at the entrance of the tun-

nel ou the Irish side would be one in
'sixty for about five miles; it would

i fall to one in eighty-tw-o for about
half that distance and to one in 773 for
about five miles in the center of the
tuuuui unuer tuc water, rising ironi mat
tp one in 272, then to pne in 113, then
to one .in sfxty fop about the same is
tancc as on tbe Irish, side, whichcon-tinue- s

to the pntrance of the tunnel on
the Scptch si4a. Tim estimated time
that would be occupied in completing
the tunnel is, allowing for all contin
gencies, under six years, and the cost
under four and a quarter millions. To
pay a dividend of five per cent., the
weekly earnings must be 42 per mile,
and an estimate is appended to show
that the gross earnings would be largely
in excess of ttlis amount, and. that the
mineral resources of the land in the im-

mediate vioinity of tho Irish end of the
tunnel would be immensely developed.
Nobody "will bo disposed, to deny that a
railway communication between the two
countries would bo a very desirable
thing If it can be accomplished.
scll'$ Mugasine.

Cartons Detection of a Criminal.
"Vnf Innr non thprfl nponrrfld in Pni?.

sia" ono of those cases of detection of
crime by seientifio moans which interest
a large and intelligent class at readers.
A quantity of gold, packed in boxes,
was despatched by a railway train. On
arrival at its destination, it was dis- -
co'vered that tho gold had been stolen
from some of the boxes, which were re-

filled with sand to make-u- p for the defi

cient weight. Measures were at once
Jaken for the discovery of the thief; and,
that no chance might be lost, Prof.
Ehrenborg was requested to make a
microscopic examination ot the sand.
The Professor, who is a member of the
Academy of Sciences at Berlin, well
Hnowii for nis researches into minute
objects, and his comparisons of volcanic
dust 'from all parts of tho world, asked
that a quantity pf land from every sta- -

slioud,b'e spnltb,1ntn.
, Examining those

one after another, be at last came to a
sand whicti.wa3.identical with, that found
iif tne cold boxes'.' Tbe name of the
station whence thisrsandllfad'been col
lected was known J inquiries were set
on foot at that.8tation, and among the
persons there, employed t the thiet was
detected- - l t .

The Chinesp tplerate every religion
in theory, and practice "nonp. In Pekin
one njay altotd service in as many differ- -

CJWIOrrns as uuv yiigr n nw'u.

jUclcc.lveH ou the Plains.
The most extraordinary skill that is

exhibited in this part of the country,
either by the white man or red native,
is tho practice of trailing. Here it may
lje accounted an art as much as music,
painting or sculpture is in the East.
The Indian or trapper that is a shrewd
trailer, is a man of close observation,
quick perception and prompt action.
As he goes along nothing escapes bis
observation, and what he sees and hears
he accounts for immediately. Often
not another step is taken until a mys-

tery, that may present itself in this line,
is fairly solved. Tho Indian trailer'
will stand for hours in succession, to
account for certain traces or effects in
tracks, and sometimes give to the mat-

ter unremitting attention for days and
weeks.

The trailer is not a graceful man. He
carries his. head much inclined, his eye
is quick and restless, always on the
watch, and js practising his art uncon-
sciously, hardly ever crossing the track
of a man or animal without, seeing it.
When he enters a house,- - he brings the
habit he contracted in the practice of
his art with him. I know a trailer as
soon as he enters my room. . He comes
in through the door softly, and with an
air of exceeding caution. Before he is
fairly in, or at least has sat down, he
has taken note of every article and per-
son, though there may be-- a dozen vacant
chairs in the room. He is not used to
chairs, and, like the Indian, prefers a
more humble seat. When I was em-

ployed by Gen. Harney last rammer to
take charge of" the Indians that were
gathered here to form a new reservation,
one day guide and trailer came in to
the General's headquarters. I told him
to be seated. He sat down on the floor,
bracing his back against the wall. The
General saw this, and in vexation cried
out, " My God, why don't you take a
chair, when there are plenty here not
occupied."

The man arose and seated himself in
chair, but in so awkward and uncom- -

fortable a manner that he looked as if
he might slip from it at any moment.
But when this uncouth person came to
transact his business with the General,
he turned out to be a man of up ordinary
abilities. His description of a route he
took as guide and trailer for the Ogala-la- s,

iu bringing them from the Platte to
this place, was minute, and to me ex-

ceedingly interesting. Every war party
that for the season had crossed his trail,
he described with minuteness as fo the
number, the kind of arms they had, and
stated the tribes they belonged to. In
these strange revelations that he made
there was neither imposition nor suppo-
sition, for he gave satisfactory reasons
for every assertion he made.

I have rode several hundred miles
with an experienced guide and trailer,
Hack, whom I interrogated upon many
pointa in the practice of this art. Nearly
all tracks I saw, either old or new, as a
npyflPre iq tho art I questioned him
about. In going totbe'Niobra river,
we crossed the track of an Indian pony.
My guide followed the track a few miles
and thep said ; Jt is the traek of a stray,
blaok horse, with a long, bushy tail,
nearly starved to death, has a split hoof
on the lelt fore foot, and goes very lame,
and he passed here early this morning."
Astonished and incredulous, I asked
him the reasons for knowing these par-
ticulars by the .tracks of the animal,
when he replied ; " Jt was a stray horse,
because it did not go in a direct line ;
his tail was long for he dragged it over
the snow ; in brushing against a bush,
he left some of his hair, which shows
his color. He was very hungry, for, in
going along, he has nipped at those long,
dry weedf, which horso3 seldom cat.
The fissure of the left foot left, also, its
track, and the depth of the indentation
shows the degree of its lameness ; and
his tracks show he was here this morn-
ing, when the snow was hard with
frost."

At another place we came across, qn,

Indian track, and bp said, " Jt is an old
Yankton, who came across the Missouri
last eyening to look at his traps. In
coming oyer he carriod in his right hand
a trap and in his left a lasso to catch a
pony which he had lost, ne returned
without finding the horse, but had caught
in tho trap he had out a prairie wolf,
which he carried home on his back, and
a bundle of kinniknia wood in his right
hand." Then he gave his reasons, " J
l;npw he is. old, gy the impression his
gait has madp, and Yankton by that pf
his mocassin. lie is from tbo other aide
of the river, as tbpfo are no Yanktons
pn tills side. The tiap he carried struck
the snow now and then, tnd in tho same
manner as when ho pame, shows that ho
did not find his pony. A drop of blood
in the center of his tracks shows that he
carried ono wolf on his back, and the
bundlo of kinniknic wood he used for a
staff for support, and catching a wolf
shows that he had traps out" "But,"
I asked, " how do yov know it is. a, wolf,
why pot a fpx, or a coyotte, or even a

eer ? " Said he : If it had been a
fox, or coyottp, or any other small game,
he would have slipped the head of the
animal in his waist belt, and so carried
it by his side, and not. on his shoulders.
Deer are not caught by traps, but if it
bad been a deer, he would not have,
crossed this high hill, but oqld haye
gone pack by way pf the ravine, and the
load would have" made his steps still
more tottering."

Another Indian track we saw twenty
miles west gf this, he PH this serious
ponstruptlop upon : " He is an upper
Indian a prowling horse thief carried
a doupie snot gun, apq is a rascai ms(
killed some white roan lately, and passed
here one week ago ; for," said he, " a lono.

Indian in these parts is on mlsohiei, and
generally on the lookout for horses. He
had on tho shoes-o- f a white man whom
he had in all probability killed,, but kis
steps arc those of an Indian. Going
through the ravine the end ot nis gun
hit into tho deep suow. A week ago wp

had a. very warm day, and the snow
being soft he had made these tracks
ever since it has teen intensely cool
weather, which makes yery shallow
tracks."

I suggested that perhaps ho bought
those shoes. " Indians don't buy shoes,
and if thoy did they would not buy
hem as largo as these were, for Indians

have yery small feet." The most noted
trailer of thiS'tountry was Paul Daloria,
a "half-bree- d, who died under my hands
of Indian consumption, last summer. 1

haye spoken of him in a former Tetter.

At one time I roda-wit- h him, and trail-
ing was naturally the subject of our con
versation. I begged to trail with him
an old track over the prairie, in order to
learn ita history, ! I had hardly made- -

the proposition when ha drew tip his
horse which was at a ravine, and said,
"Well. Wo aa. an old lk track. Let
us get off our horses and follow it"' Wo

followcd it up but a few rods, when he
Said it was exactly a month old, and
made at two o'clock in the afternoon.
This he knew was when we had our last
rain, and at the hour named the ground
was softer than at any other time. The
traek before U3 was- - then made. He
broke up here and there clusters ofgrass
that lay in the path of the track, and
showed me the dry ends of the same,
the stumps of others, and by numerous
other similar items accounted for many
ircumstances that astonished me. We

followed the trail over a mile. Now
and then we saw a wolf, a foxj and other
animals had practiced their trailing in-

stincts on ' the elk's tracks. Here and
there he would show me where a snake,
a. rat, and a prairie dog bad crossed the
track and the quick eye of Daloria did
not detect. He gave an account of tbe
habits- - of all the animals that had left
their footprints on the track ; also of the
state of the weather since the elk passed,
and the effect ofsunshine, winds, aridity,
sand-storm- s, and other influences that
had a bearing

The old man, like all trailers, was
reticent, but on" this occasion, seeing I
was interested, became espeeially com-
municative. DRj"BAcnEXBEfea.

Failure of the SivsdisU Expeill-tli-- n.

' '

At the last meeting of the Royal
Geographical Society in London, a paper
of the Swedish North Polar Expedition
of 1868 was read by Gapt. A. E. d.

This was the fourth scien-
tific, expedition sent out by Sweden to
the Arctic Tegiohs since 1S5S, all fruit-
ful in results to geology and other
branches of science. It was commanded
by Capt. Nordenskiold and Capt Fr. W.
von Otter of the Swedish navy, and the
means for it in the first place were ob-

tained by private subscription at Got-tenbu- rg,

the Government afterward tak-
ing it up and fitting out for the purpose
the steamship Sofia, strongly built of
Swedish iron, and originally intended
for the navigation of the Baltic in win-

ter. The Swedish Academy of Sciences
appointed a numerous party of scientific
men to accompany the expedition, and it
started from Gottenburg on the 7th of
July.

After a thorough exploration of Bee-rc- n

Island, on the way, Ice-fjor- d, in
Spitzbergen, was reached on the 31st of
July. Already at bouth Cape ice was
met with, and it increased as they ap-
proached tho Thousand Isles. The in
tention was to pass to the eastward of
Spitzbergen, but the ice rendered this
impracticable." The geology of Ice-fjor-

d

was carefully explored during tbe stay
here, and the important discovery made,
of post-tortia- ry strata containing plant
fragments and Shells now found living
much further south in Norway. It was
estimated that 2000 or 3000 head of
walrus were annually slaughtered in
Spitzbergen by Norwegian walrus hunt
ers, showing that there must be a large
tract of meadow land free from ice to
sustain so large a number of these ani-
mals, unless thoy travel oyer from Nova
Zembla.

On the 17th of August the Sofia
reached King's Bay, and on the 19th
proceeded on her course further north-
ward. Having replenished her coal and
landed five of the scientifie members at
Knobbe Bay, to prosecute their re-

searches on land, the vessel proceeded
out to sea for the purpose of taking
deep-se- a soundings with tho Bulldog ap
paratus and ot ascertaining the practica
bility ot pushing between the ice toward
the North Pole. First, they endeavored
to penetrate to Greenland. alon'? the
eightieth parallel of latitude, but im-

penetrable masses of ice tending north-
east and southwest rendered this impos-
sible. Turning then to north and
northeast they reaohed SI degrees 1G
minutes north latitude. Here the ocean
was sdmetimes covered with a thin coat
ing of ice, and the old ice northward
was quite impassable, tho temperature
sinking to $1 degrees Fahrenheit
Qn tho 20th of August the Sofia entered
Liebde Bay, in northern Spitzbergen.

Ihe deep sea soundings revealed the
interesting fact that Spitzbergen was
connected .with Scandinavia by a sub-
marine bank, having a maximum depth
of 300 fathoms. Ntfrth and west of
Spitsbergen the sea deepens to 2000
tatiioms and more. At the greatest
dentils animal lifn was fminil At'Wflft
fathoms fofaminifcm were brought ud.
Leibde Bay was now, for the first time,
explored, both in its topography and
geology ; its climate was mild and calm ;
while out at sea high winds and snow
storms prevailed. After a vain attempt
to reach Giles Land, the Sofia, on the
lGth of September, made a final endeavor
to penetrate the ice to the northward,
succeeding at length in reaching 81 de
grees 42 mmiiteSj tne highest point
probably yet reached by a vessel ; Beo- -

resby's furthest (in 18QG) hcing SI
degrees 3.0 minutes : and Perry s (in
1827), 81 degrees G minutes, but Parry,
in sledges on the ice, reached 82 de-

grees 45 minutes.
The ice to the northward of this was

broken, but so olosely packed that not
even a boat could pass forward, and
further westward (on the meridian of
Greenwich), the limit of this impene
trable ice came down to li) degrees. At
night the vessel lay to beside the larger
sheets of ice ; but the temperature hav
ing sunk to 16 degrees Fahrenheit, the
risk was run of findiDg themselves
blocked up in the morning. After re
turning to bpitzbergen, leaving letters
announcing their intentions, they made
another last push for the North on the. . . . .vil 1 i ? T .7. 011st oi ucionor ; out. wnen in lauiuue ox
decrees alt further endeavors were Put a
stop to by a collision with an ice block,

1 1 1 1 il -

Wiucn opened a large leas, m mc vessui a
side. With great dimcultv they re
gained tbelaud, tho water standing two
feet over the cabin floor. The intention
of wintering here was then abandoned,
and thp Sofia returned to Norway.

A correspondent of the San Fran
cisco Mafletiu lately visited a- - religious
meeting held in Canton China, by a
missionary. It was conducted-- m the
Canton dialect . . The practices ot com
ing late, going out during the service,
nnd sleeping under discourses, prevail as
in other countries. During the service
a man came running in, with a wild ex-

pression on his pountennnce, and asked
. . " 1.1 - - J f--
the miaister wuuu uuuiu ue uuuu ior a
man who had been frightened to death.
Thq interrupted preacher gave him the
necessary directions and proceeded with
his remarks. But he . was not allowed
to complete the service ia peace; after
tliis stranae 'interruption. Before tha
sermon closed the military mandarin of
the province happened tp pass, along the
street, in front of the chapel, and the
Congregation tumbled pell-mp- li into the.

trect.

Is Tliere a Gort 1

How eloquently does Chataubriand
reply to the inquiry " Is thcr a God? "
Our French brethren in Masonic error
should receive this lesson from their
great countryman : "Is there a God?"niu(,..t. .nt. tii .1.- - i f.uciua ui mc vauey, me oeuars OI
the mountain bleas Him : Jbe insect
sports Hi Hig beams ; the elephant "

salutes Him with the rising day; the
bird sings Him in the fHage ; thp .

thunder proclaims Him in the heavens j.
the ocean declares His immensity. Man'
alone has said " there is no God 1 '
Unite in thought at the same instant the
most beautiful objects of. nature ; sup-
pose you see at once all the hours of the .

day and all the seasons of the year; a
morning of spring and a morning of
autumn ; a night bespangled with stars
and a night covered with elouds; mead-
ows enameled with flowers and forests
hoary with snow; fields gilded with
tints of autumn ; then alone you wilb
have a inst enneenlinn nf tfiA nniNn
While you arq gazing upon that sun .

which is plunging under that vault ef
the west, another observer admire3 hiifc
emerging from the gilded gate3 of the '

east. By what inconceivable magic doea t
that aged star which u sinking fatigued,
and burning in the shades of the
ing, reappear at the every instant fresh
and humid with the ro3y dews of morn,
ing? At every instant of the day th&
glorious orb is at onee rising, resplea-den- t

at noon-da- and setting in the
west ; or rather our senses deceive 'us,
and there is, properly speaking, no Bast
or West or South in the world. Every--,
thing reduces itself to a single point, v

from whence the king of day sends ferth
at once a triple light in one single sub'-- "'

stanec. The bright splendor is - that
which nature can present thatis mo3t
beautiful, for while it gives us an idea of
the perpetual magnificence and lesisfies
power of God, it exhibits at the 'same-- '
time s shining image of the glorious
Trinity.

TJie English Turr. "

In England, during the racing season
of 186S, says the London Telegraph,
jockeys and trainers knew no rest, save
pn Sundays, "from the 18th of February,
until the 20th of November. The stakes,,
cups, and added money run for during
these 27G days, amounted altogether to
nearly 400,000 ; and the race meetings
of which cognizance is taken in the Rac-
ing Calendar were 196 in nember. The
number of racos run was 2150, of whkh
1535 were of a mile and under, while
thoso of two miles and. more were only
203, and those of three miles and up-
wards were only 2S. In these contests
no fewer than 2510 horses took part
But large as are these figured in the
eyes of thoso who are well versed in ras-
ing details, a brief comparison with the
apnals of 1S49, and with the stata3 of"'
the turf only twenty "years ago, witt
serve to teach the uninitiated that to th
Jockey Club arc committed the destinies
of that which ha3 now grown from a.
popular pastime into a nation's sport
Whereas Go foals were registered at'
Messrs. Weatberby's offiee in 1S40, no
fewer than 1S70 foals are recorded as
haying been born in 1SGS. During tha
first named year, which saw Voltigcur
win his solitary two-ye- ar old race-a- t

Eichmond, in Yorkshire, before "he
became the property of Lord Zetland,
there were only 2G4 two-ye- ar okfs
stripped in public. During the last
named year which saw another great;
popular idol Blue Gown achieve, his,
memorable victory for the Darby, tha
two-ye- old contests in which Perc.
Gomez, BcIIadrum and Wild Oats toek
pait, introduced to the public gaze no
fewer than 844 youngsters. From tbeaor
figures wo team that within nineteen
years our- - two-ye- ar old runners have
almost quadrupled in number.

Franklin on Freeman mry.
Freemasonry, I admit. Las its secrets.

It has secrets peculiar to itself, but gf
what do these principally consist? They'
consist of signs and tokens which" ise'rve '

as testimonials of character and qualiS- -
canon, which are conierred alter due,k
instruction and examination. These are
of no small value ; they speak a univer-'- "
sal language, and are a passport to' the
support and attention of the worlds
They cannot be lost so long as memory
retains its power. Let the possessor of
therh be expatriated, shipwrecked or
imprisoned, let hinrbc stripped ofievery-thin- g

he has in the world, still their cre-
dentials remain, and are available for.
use as circumstances may require. The
good efiect3 which they have produced
are established by the mcontestible facts
of history. They have stayed tho up--
lifted hand of the destroyer, they have
subdued the rancor of malevolence, and
broken downpe barriers of political
animosity and sectarian alienation. On
tbe battle-fiel- in the solitudes of tho
uncultivated forest or in the busy haunts
of the crowded city, thoy have madri"
men, of the most hostile feelings and the'
most diversified conditions, rush to tho
aid of eaoh other with special joy and
satisfaction that they have been able io
afford relief to a brother Mason.

Sprngue Senior.
The letter-write- rs are working up the

Sprague family. One of them says:
There is a place down at itoctcy roint
where old Amasa "Sprague loved to live
in the summer .and eat clams. His son,
Amasa, jr., occupies the house now. and
live3 after the same fashion. The man
ner or this young man X saw consider-
ably revealed yesterday, in ooserving-hi-

up to his. knees in sand and salt
water, with a short coat on and skull
cap, digging away for those dirty clams,
in oompany with the regular, coarsely-cla- d

clam-digger- s, afterward joking and -
laughing, sitting on an old fence rail,
eating clams with everybody. This i3 a
sample of how he acts everywhere, and I
mention it as an old characteristic in ono
who has such tremendous interests in
his head all the time, and might be worth ,
520,000,000."

. Kisleri. -
A letter from Rome says: '""The dra

matic representations of Madame nis-to- ri

have terminated, and that eminent
traedienne"is now about to say farewell

to Europe for a time, being on the eve of
embarking for South America, whero.
she will commence a professional tour
in Brazil. Bistort intended to produce
here a new DiDiicai arama entiuea - xe---
borah," and written by M. Mosenthal,
the Emperor of Austria private . imra-ria- n.

Tbe author has come to Rome to be
present at the debut of his piece, but the
theatrical censor disapproved of the
production, and absolutely refused to
permit its represensation Coat Trauts
mansdarff interceded in ajn, and finally
Julian had to ba substituted for the
promised novelty,


