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AMEKICAN THEATKE IsTHE If not free In the matter of dra-
matic forms. In three years it has taken
surprising strides toward liberating the
play from almost every rule of construc-
tion that ever existed. In spite of Har-
vard Schools of playwrlghtlng and scores
of lecturers telling clubs or earnest ladles
of leisure how fa utilize their spare time
In writing successes, or going to see them.
our stage goes on exhibiting oddity after
oddity in the way of dramatic narra-
tive.

Some it borrows from Europe, like "The
Phantom nival," which Philadelphia has
iust seen. Some it makes for Itself, like
''On Trial." which was described In the
Bvxnino Ledoeii of Tuesday. The plere
that began It all was an Importation, fast
enough "Fanny's First Play" by that
man who has taught the public to take

o many first steps Into new mental re-
gions, and who swamps the Philadelphia
theatres (and today's dramatic pase)
with three plays next week. Observing
the welcome his comedy and Its Icono-
clastic successors have enjoyed, Shaw
must be amused to reflect on the war of
words wged agalnat him and Granville
Barker by the London critics of some
years ago over whether their pieces were
or were not "plas."
"When la a Play

Not a PlayP
It Is an Interesting reflection on the

American desire for novelty that most of
these rtilebreakers are native products.
Europe has given us only "Fanny." with
its play within a play. "The Phantom
nival" with its dream, "Milestones" with
its three acts In different generations and
"My Lady's Dress" and "Anatol," both
mada up of a group of one-a- ct plays on a
common subject.

There is very little in curious construc-
tion that American playwrights haven't
attempted In three years from a Chinese
play like "The Yellow Jacket" to a de-

tective melodrama written backward, like
"On Trial." There was "The Poor Little
Illch Olrl" for a dream play of our own.
In "Romance," with lta prologue and
epilogue, Edward Sheldon ahowed a man
of the present day telling a story of old
New York: In "The High Road" he gave
us the dramatic moments of four differ-
ent periods of a woman's life. "Under
Cover" and "Inside the Lines," as well bb
"On Trial," keep us in the dark as to the
true character of the principal figures al-

most up to the very end, and thus vio-
late that familiar rule that the audience
roust never be kept In the dark. "The
Battle Cry" used moving pictures to show"
part of the story. "The Silent Voice"
breaks Into the action taking place in a
garret with Interludes showing figures on
park benches. "Seven Keys to Baldpate"
shows in action a story that a character
pf the prologue Is supposed to be writing;
while In "The Oreat Idea" we see the
writing and acting of a play going for-
ward at the same time. The record, for
so short a time, is astonishing,

Novelty In Eorm
but Not in Content

It la Just as astonishing and Quite as
Interesting a reflection on America that,
while our drama is prone to novelty of
form, St resolutely avoids novelty of con-
tent. Europe is satisfied with pretty

FiskeO'Hara
in "Jack's Romance"
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much the standard t. pe of tay But
within that type the plaj wrights put for-
ward a great bod) of new stimulating
thought. The great foreign dramatists
of this and ot'ner days are noted for
the originality of their thought, their
contributions of Idea and suggestion, the
statement and solution of IndMdual and
social problems, not for their Ingenuity
In breaking rules. Ibsen, tho gieatest
of tho Iconoclasts of form, was an even
greater Iconoclast of accepted systems of
thought and nctlon

The American dramatist has moved at
a snail's pace. Ho has only kept step
with tho advance In thought among the
people at large; he has never led It.
Faint tinges of "progresslvlsm," Bmall
attacks on particularly obvious flaws In
our social system, have colored such
plays as "Within the Law," nnd Its many
topical brethren. But besldo the mental
excursions of the European playwrights
our efforts seem almost childish

Daring Thought to
Match Daring Technique

One needn't expect to agree with what
some really original group of thinking
playwrights might give u Indeed, It
would be impossible to accept all the
varied outlooks and Ideas which a really
active national drama should supply But
that does not alter the fact that man lives
and advances In culture and happiness by
the sifting, proving and accepting of tho
new. The life of the race. Just as the life
of the Individual, Is an eternal experi-
ment. Our thinkers, our guides to culture,
must make new guesses, suggestions,
hypotheses, or we stand still. And no-
where can thoso searohlngs after Just
perfection touch home bo sharply as In
the drama. The American stage needs a
mass of original and daring thought to
match the progress it has made in free-
dom of technique.
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Shaw at His Best
in "Pygmalion"

When Mrs. Patrick Campbell comes to
the Broad Monday night In Bornard
Shaw's romance, "Pygmalion," she UU
bring c piny already familiar to many
Phlladelphlans through Its reprint In
Eerbodj's Magazine. Familiar or not,
the first part of It, at least, will sound
like rather Btrange Shaw. In the last
scene however, Shaw is back at his old
mental gymnastics; there ho-h- to re-

concile the warring temperaments of
Professor Htggins and the flower girl he
has picked out of tho gutter, turned Into a
fine lady by correcting her pronunciation,
and discovered to be much concerned with
him.

Liza You want me back only to pick
up your slippers and put up with jour
temper and fetch and carry for jou.

lllgglns I haven't said I wanted jou
back ut alt.

Liza Oh, Indeed. Then what are wo
talking about?

lllgglns About you, not about me. If
you come back I shall treat you Just as I
have always treated jou I can't change
my nature, and I don't Intend to chango
my manners. iMy manners are exactly
the same as Colonel Pickering's

Llzo That's not true He treats a flow-
er girl as If she was a duchess

lllgglns And l treat a duchess as If she
was a flower girl
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( is icmarkable a man can-
not urite an casap even on the mod-
em stage icithout bilnglng in the
name of Bhaw. But he
cannot It so happens that Mr.
Sham is the symbol of the whole
shindu. He it a lorilcr of genius,
and bcoie him. duiing the entire
course of the l'Jtli century, no Brit-
ish writer of genius ever devoted
hii ejeaMyc poit.tr pilnclpaUy to the
stage. Arnold Bennett in "Cupid
and Common Sense."

Liza I see. (She turns away composed-l- y.

and sits on the ottoman, facing the
window ) The same to e erybodj".

lllgglns Just so.
Liza Like fntner.
lllgglns (grinning, a little taken downl

Without accepting tho comparison at all
points, Eliza, It's quite true that your
father It not a snob, and that he will be
quite at home In any station In life to
which eccentric destiny may call him.
(Sorlously) The great secret, Eliza, is not
having bad manners or good manners or
any other particular sort of manners,
but having the came manner for all hu-
man souls In oehavlng ni If we
were in heaven, w litre there are no third-cla- ss

carriages, and ono soul Is as good
ns another.

Liza Amen. You are a born preacher
lllgglns (Irritated) The question is not

whether I treat you rudelj, but whether
jou ever heard mo treat any one else
better.

(with sudden sincerity)! don't
care how jou treat me I don't mind your
swearing nt me I don't mind a black
ejo; l'e had one before this But
(standing up and facing him) I won't
bo passed over.

on
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Why Shaw Wrote a
Blank Verse Play

Next week tho T.Ittlo Tlicatio reopens
with a doublo bill from Bernard Shaw.
The major portion, "The Admirable
B(ishIUe," has a lilstoi Just as strange
as Its on n substance. Bernard Shaw ex-

plains the writing of this burlesque In
blank verse In the following excerpts
from tho preface to the printed olume:

"The Admirable BashAllle" Is "a prod-
uct of tho British law of cop right. As
that Ian stands at present, the first per-
son who patches up a stage verilon of a
novol, however worthless and absurd that

erslon may be, and has it read by him-
self and a few confederates to another
confederate who has paid for admission
In a hall licensed for theatrical perform-
ances, secures the stage rights of that
novel, even as against tho author him-
self, and the author must buy him out
beforo he can touch his own work for the
purpose of the stage.

There is only ono way In which tho
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OAttRWK "Innocent," with Paulino Frederick, John Mlttcrn, Julian L'p.i.i
Probert and A drama, of the tffeTi

nt tntinh hekutv nnd knowledge Unnn vnrlnna im. .1
tho end she ns tragically victims. n'

LITTLE "Tha Admirable Bnh111e" and "The Dark Ladv of (li n.i...Robert Dempster and the resident Tho first Is nt,tla
"blank versa" dramatisation of his novel of pugilism. tr..!Profession," A wild. Dlltabetlian Sjurlctquo The other Is a onUaheTtS
comedy by William enaKcspcare queen Ellrabeth.

LYlllC Luxury," with Webber, and I'orro.l
A by Itlda Johnson Young and William Schroeder ssnIn New York. Tho concerns a J oung lady who spends her mon
Interesting fashion that leads to comlo complications. '

WALNUT "Jack's Itomance," with Flske O'Hara. Ireland Just before ih.
Revolution makes the scene ot a of

CONTINUING.
AliKT.Ptll "The Third Party," with

Taj lor Holmes and Walter Jones. A
boisterous farce of the familiar trian-
gular variety with n patent chapcrono
Violent but amusing.

FORtlEST "The Olrl From Utah." with
Julia Sanderson, Donald Brian and Jo-
seph Cawthorn. Paul Ruben's Eng-
lish musical comedy of Mormons, old
nnd In London Book and mu-
sic of uneven value, sometimes viry
good Indeed. Performance excellent

VAUDEVILLE.
KEITH'S KM Wills, comedian; Arthur

Prince, L'ngllsh ventriloquist:
Qeno Hughc"'& Co, In "Lady Gossip";

! an and Lee, comedy and dancing;
Cecilia vocalist; Five Annap-
olis Boys, Angelo Trio;

Sisters; MahonAy and Auburn, nnd
Patho News Weekly motion pic-

tures
OllANDTZmWy Smllev & Co. In "One

Woman's Way," by Hllllard Booth: II.
Bart McIIUgh's "On the School Play-
grounds," with El Brendel and Muriel
Morgan; Joo Kennedy, on rolor skates;
Hallan and Hunter, In "Just for
iMaude Earle, with new songs; Daly and
Kennedy, In a comedy skit, and photo- -
Play

OL01JE Al Lewis In "The New
a comedy ot audvllle, by Aaron Hoff-
man; the Bowman Brothers, negro Im-

personator; Julia Curtis, "the girl
with manv voices"; Colitis and Seymour,
In "Tho Battle of Bull Run"; Al Ray-
mond's trained bulldogs playing foot-
ball; the Three Adnards, and Claude
Ranf, aerial gymnast.

WILLIAM PEXN John "The Tel-
ephone Olrl," with Dorothy Rogal: tt,

Kelly nnd Luoey In "The Piano
Movers nnd the Actress"; Leon Kim-bcrl-

and Halsey Hohr in "Clubland",
imitator; tho Too

Troupe of Japanese acrobats nnd the
Bristol Ponies.

CROSS KEYS (first half of week) Daisy
Ilnrcouit, English Comedienne, the

Girls In "The Man In the
Dark"; Cleln Brothers, the two Dutch
admirals; the Whirling Erfords, gym-
nasts, and Roberts and Kaln, dancers.

STOCK.
AMERICAN '"Tho Traffic." with the res-

ident stock company. The familiar mel-
odrama of slavery," wherein the

lctlm continues on tho downward path
instead of reforming a in romance.

BURLESQUE.
Harry Hastings' Amusement

Company, with Dan Coleman
principal comedian, in and the
Earth."
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