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e AFFAIR ON THE LiNmn
LG NTFI1QUE!" ajnculated the
‘thintens da Uoudes, basneath her

" questioned the Count, turning

3 Bls yosing wifs. “What s 1t that

sifleent 7' and the Count bent hia

L wnrious direstions In auesst of the

her admirntion.

Ing at all, my dear,” replied

, i nllght Nush momentarily

alrendy, pink chesk., I wan

ng  with admiration thoss

dous alkyserapsrs, as  they eall

of Naw TYork” and ths falr

s aettied harmelf more comfortably

“aleather chalf, and resumed the

e whieh othing at all" had
to lot fall upon her lap.

again burfed himaslf in

sk, bt not without a mild wondear-

Shat three days out from New York

iCouhtess ahould muddenly have

g an admirmtion for the very bulid-

Sake had but recently characterized

antly the count put down his book,
Iy very tresoms, Olga” he satd, 1
g that 1 aall hunt up soine olthers

y be equally bored, and see if we

fid apough for a game of cardn.’

g mre not very gallant, my hus-

raplind the young woman, amil.

nan 1 am esgqually bored 1 can
ou., @Go and play at your tire-
wid onrda, then; If you will"

i he had gone she let her ayen
Br alyly to the figurs of & tall young
“, tretched laslly In & chalr not far
agninque!”- ahe breathed once more.

“Counteas Olga de Couds was 20
fhushand 40, 8he was a very falthful

ral wife, but aa shes had had noth-

hatevar to do with the selection of
panid, IL Im not at all uniikely that
bwns not wildly and passlonately in
fthy the one that fate and her titled
jart  father had selectnd for her.
pever, simply becaume she wos sur-
into a tiny exclamation of ap-
mt sight of a aplendld young
¢ it must not be Inferred there-
it her thoughts were In any way

1 to her spouse. Bhe meraly ad-
a8 she might hove admired a par-

fins spocimen of any apeclon,
tha young man WwWas un-

abily ‘good to look al.
furtive glance rested upon his
is roas to leave the dack. The

s da Coude backoned to a pasaing

tho ta tha : 1 she anked.
, i as Monsieur
of Al 1 the nteward.

Rather &  lArge estate,” thought the
but now her interest was still fur-
aroused,

Tarzan walked slowly toward the

“room ha cams unexpactedly upon

men W ering excltedly just with-
Ha

g

have vouchsafed them not

- & phAmsing thought but fof the

oly gullty glance that one of them

i Als directlon. They remindsd

Sirgrean of melodramatic villains he had

‘gasn at the theatres in Paris. Both were

wory dark, and thin, in connection with

the shrugs and stealthy giapces that so-

- 1 their palpable Intriguing, lent
Stilt grenter force to the similurity.

TI.&II.IINN‘IC the smoking room and

gought & chalr a lttle apart from the

who were there, He felt In no

t eridation, and as he sipped

L he let hin mind run rather

‘gver the past few weeks of

, 'Mme and again he had won-

he had acted wisely In rencunc-

! ght to a man to whom he

It is trus that he lked

ayton, but—nh, but that was not the

ention. It was not for Willlam Cecil

@ayton, Lord Greystoke, that he had

nied his birth. It waa for the woman

n both he and Clayton loved, and

7 & strange freak of fate had given

layton instead of to him.

%&t she loved him made the thing

Bubly dificult to baar, yet he know that

s eottld have done nothing less than he

--'.'K' do that pight within the little rall-

‘Sway Mation in the far Wisconalh woods.

M Hini her happiness was the first con-

“#eration of all, and his brief experience

with ‘olvilization and elvilized men had

=3 him that without money and posl-

lita te most of them Wwas unen-

n Porter had been born to both, and
Tarzan taken them away from her
gre husband It would doubtless have
i her into a life of misery and
That she would have spurned
on once he had been stripped of both
‘titls and hin estates never for once
d to Tarasn, for ha credited to
Ul the siime honest loyalty thit was
# Inherent a quallty in himself, Nor, In
Inbtance, had he erred. Could any
thing have further bound Jane Porter
promias to Clayton it would have
the naturs of some such mis-

this overtaking him.
fArsan’s thoughta drifted from the prst
the future. He tried to look forward
Ml pleasurable sensations to hils Te-
i to the jungle of his birth and boy-
l_"!l orual, ferca jungls in which he
@ apint 0 of his 22 years. But who or
of all the myriad jungle life would
b to weloome his return? Not
. Only Tantor, the elephant, could he
L The others would hunt him
from him as had been thalr WAy

past.
wven the apes of his own tribe
gatend the hand of fellowship to

1
¥
L.
1

oivillsation had dons nothing el=s
n of the Apes, It had, tp somse
taught him o crave the soclety of
kind, and to feel, with genuine
the congenial warmth of com-
kip, And in the same ratio had
# sny other iife distasteful to him,
difcult to Imagine & world with-
friend—without a llving thing who

8 the new topgues which Tarzan had
to love so well. And sp it WoA
looked with Littls relish upon

Biutore he had mapped out for him=-

. &t - musing over his clgarette his
e upon & mirror before him, and
Be saw refloctsd a table, at which
Meih smi at cnrds. Presently one of
Joke 10' leave, snd then another
Med, and Terzan could see that
. ouply offersd to fill the vacant
MF. that the game might not be in-
! : He was the smaller of the
hom Targan had seen Whinpering
Sulside the smoking room.
fuct that sroused a faint
teresl in Tarsan, and s0, as
Silated upon the futurs, he walsh-
L the mirror the reflection of the
‘&t the table behind him, Aside
W the man who had but lust culcut:
T Tarsan kpew the fuma ©
BSR8 of the other plpyers, 11 was he
L 88 apposlie the new player. Count
- mmnwhnm B0 overatlentiva
4 had ted put ss ooe of the
® of the describing him
hin the eficlal family of
ef W

all attention now fior did
. he
nt'?:r d:un of the tneldeat 1o
B piny went on for somse ten
u;ter this, antll the Count won n;m:f::‘-l
;;Imhit:'nw::ar from him wha had inm
me, and then Tarzan
l‘\:w fallow back of the Count's chalr :1.0:
N:v!:‘!;m:r:;’h!n confedorata Instantly the
oo ind pointed a finger at the
""Had 1 known that monsiey
IF wn -
:::a':nnnl oard aharp 1 had not ;e:-nl‘r:n
“m_r to be drawn inte the RAme,"
Instantly the Count
e nnd th
nln,w!r‘l wars upon thelr drn_-llf ol
E)e.f_ouﬂe'l face went white
“‘\\rhm do you mean, air? he orled
liu You know to whom you spenk? 1
- :mkﬂm:::‘lﬂm,l 1 npeak, for ihe lant time,
vl v oheats at oarde’ roplled the
The Count lennsd ner
1 Crosas the fabl
:‘ll:u;::ﬂ:};e Imn: full In the nmulh'v:i?ﬂ
M palm, and b
ot il i 18n the athers clossd

“Thera In gome mistake e
ale, air.” oried one
of the othar players, W A%, this \n Count
de Coude, of France,"

“If I am mintaken,'
= «  Bdd the accuser,
I mhall gladiy apologize; but befora I
a0 mo frat let Monsleur o Count expiain
the extran cards which I saw him dro
Into him aide poeket' X

And then the man whom T
:mn drop them there mr:‘wd“[;”lr.:::
Pl Arred by a tall, groy-syedq

“Pardon,'”” sild the man, brusquely,
tempting to paas to one side. g

"Walt,' sald Tarsan,

“But why, monslaur?
othar, patulantly
monsieur. "

Wit aald Tarsan, "1 think that
there la a matter in here that you may
doubtless be able to sxplain.”

The fellow had lost his temper by this
tine, and with a low onth melzed Taraan
to push him to one slde. The ape-man
but amiled as he twisted the bE fellow
about and, grasping him by the collar of
his gont, eacorted him back to the table,
struggling, curaing and striking . futile
remonstrance. It was Nikolas Rokoft's
Neat axperience with the musclos that had
brought thelr savage owner victorious
through encounters with Numa the llon
and Terkox the great bull ape.

The man who had acoused De Coude,
and the two others who had been plny-
ing, wtood looking expectantly at the
count, Bevernl other passengers hwl
drawn toward the scene of the alterca-
tion and all awalted the denousment.

"The fellow I8 crazy.,” sald tha Count.
“Gentlaman, I Implore that one of you
seatrch me."

“The accusation is ridioulous.”
from one of the players.

""“You have but to sllp your hand in the
Count's coat pocket and you will ses that
the accusation I quite serfous."” Insisted
the apcuser. And then, as the others
still hesltated to do so, “Come, T shall
do It myself If no other will,” and he
stepped toward the count.

"No, monsleur,”” spld Ds Coude. I
will submit to & search only at the hands
of n gentlemnn."

“It Is unneceasary to search ths Count.
The cards are In his pocket. 1 mynell
saw them placed there'

All turned in surprise toward this new
speaker, to behold a very well-bullt young
man urEing a resisting ecaptive toward
them by the soruff of his neck.

“It In n conspiracy.” cried De Coude,
angrily. “There are no cards in my
cont.'’ and with that he ran his hand
into his pocket. An ha did. so tense sllence
relgned in the little group. The count
went dead white, and then very alowiy
he withdrew his hand, and In It were
threa curds,

He lookad at them in mute and horrl-
fied surprise, and slowly the red of mor-
tiflcation suffused his face, HRxpresasions
of pity and contempt tinged the features
of thoss who looked on at the death of a
man'a honor

“It {8 a conapiracy, monsieur."” It was
the gray-oyed astranger who spoke.
“Gentlemen,” he continued, “Monsleur le
Count did not know that those cards were
In his bpcker. They were placed thers
without hls knowledge an he sat at play.
From where I sat In that chair yonder I
saw the refleotion of it all In the mirrer
before me. This person whom 1 Just
intercepted In an effort to escaps placed
the pards In the Count's poaket.”

Da Coude had glanved from Tarman to
the man in his grasp,

“Mon Dieu, Nikolaa!" he oried. "“You?"

Then he turned to his accuser, and
eyed him Intantly for & moment

“And you, monsieur, I did not recognise
you without your beard. It quite dis-
gulses you, Paulvitch. I seea It all now,
It 1s quite clear, gentleman.™

“What shall we do with them, mon-
sleur? asked Turzan, “Turn them over
to the captain?

“No, my friend,” said the Count hastily,
“It s & B 4] mutter, and I beg that
you wit. SUM} oop. It s ayfficlent that
1 have bec., w - nnrated from the charige.
The lesn we , a¥a 1o do with such fel-
lows the bo‘m) But, monsleur, how
can I thank yo#f for the great kindneas
you have donma me? Permit me to offer
you my card, and ahould the time come
when 1 may serve You, remamber that I
W yours to command.'

Tarsan had released Rokoff, who, with
his confederate, Paulyitch, had hastened
from the smoking room. Just as he was
leaving Rokoft turned to Tarszan, “‘Mon-
slour will have umple oppertunity to re-
gret his interference in the affalrs of
others.”

Tarsun smiled, and then, howing te the
Count, handed him his own card

The Count read:

M. JEAN C, TARZAN,

wiMonsleur Tarmmp,” he sald, "“may In-
deed wikh that he had never bafrisnded
me, for I can sssure him that he has
won the enmity of two Of the most un-
mitigated scoundrels in ull Burops Avold
them, monsleur, by all means”

“1 have had more awe-lnspiring ensmiss,
my dear Count.” roplled Tarsan, with a
quist smile, *‘yet I am atill alive and
unworried, 1 think that neither of these
twa will ever find the means to harm
me.""

"Lat us hops not, monsieur,' sald De
Couds, “but yet It will do np ham (o
be on the alert, and to know that you
have made at least ane enemy today who
nover forgels and naver forgives, and In
whose mallgnant briln thare are alwaye
hatching new atrovitles 1o parpetrate
upon thoss who have th warted or afend-
ed him. Ta say that Nikolns Rokgft 1a &
devil would bo to plsce & wanioh affront

n his sstanic majesty."
u;;ln“ night ss Taraan entersd his cabla
he found s folded mnoles Upen the flopr
that had evidently been pushed baneath
tha deor, He epesned |t and read:
“M Tersan;

""Doubuuo you do not reaiise ths grav-
ity of your offsnse, ar you would not
iave done the thing you did today. T am
willing to ballsve that I‘:u actad In tm;
ranca and witheut sny intenton to offun

¥or this resson 1 shall

parmit an.
aRcaps him.

at-

" excinimead thae
“Permit ma to pass,

This

URN OF

By EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS

AUTHOR OF "TARZAN OF THE APES"

In & nearhy cabin the Countass
f.?l:\rd.- WAR rposking to her husband
Why k0 grave, my déar Raoul T #he
arked. "You have besn am g as dould
bin ;:l avening.  What worriss you?™
“Olgn, Nikolas | r
iy ¥ A o board Nd you
"Nikolas!” shs axclaimed, “But it s
Tmpossibie, Raoul, Tt cannot ba N:kfﬂn-
In \fider arrest In Germany
“HBo I thought myself until 1 saw him
today—him and that other nreh scouns
drel, Paolviteh. ga, 1 cannot sndire
his persecution much longer No. nol
even for you. Hooner or later [ ahall turn
Kim over to the authoritien In fadl 1
am it minded to axplain all to the c;"l'—
tain before wo land. On a Prench liner
It ware an sasy matler, Olgn, perme-
rently to setile thin Nemesin of ours,™
YOl no, Haoul'™ eried ths Counteas,

de

alnking to her knees befors him as he
sat with bowed head upon a divan. “Do
not do that, Remember your promise to
ma. Tell me, Hooul, that you will not
do that. Do not even threaten him,
Raoul."

De Coude took hls wife's hands in his.
anid gazed upon her pale and (troubled
countenance for msome AUme before he
spoke, a8 though he would wrest Irom
those beautiful eyes the real reason
which prompted her to shield this man.

"Let It be as you wish, Olga,” he snld
at length: "I eépnnot understand. He has
forfolted all ¢laim upon yvour love, [oy-
alty or respect. He s n mennoce to your
lifo. and honor and tho lfe and honor of
your husband. | trust you may never
regrot champloning him*

1 dn not champion him, Raoul,' she
interruptod vehemently, "I believe that
I hate him as much aa you do. but— Oh,
Ruoul, blood Is thicker than waler.”

“1 should today hava llked to sample
the consistency of his* ‘growled De
Coude grimly, "The two deliberately at-
tempred to beamirch my honor, Olga.*
and then he told her of all that had hape
pened In the smoking room. “Had It not
been for thip utter stranger, they had
succeeded, for who would have accepted
my unsupported word againet the damn-
Ing evidencw of those curds hidden on my
person? [ had almost begun to doubt
myaelf when thin Monsleur Tarzan
drageed your precious Nikolns before us
and explained the whaole cowardly trans-
agtion.”*

“Monsleur Tarsan®' asleed the Countess,
in evident murorise.

“Yes. Do you know him, Olga?

“] have seen him. A steward pointad
him out to me."”

“1 did not know that he was a celeb-
rity.' sald the Count.

Olga ds Coude changed the subject, She
dlscovered suddenly that she might find
it diMeult to explaln just why the steward
had pelnted out the handsome Monsieur
Turzsan to her, Perhaps she fushed tha
last litt)e bit, for wans not the count, her
husband, gazing at her with a strangely
quizzical expression. “'Ah* she thought,
“a gullty consclence la & most susplelova
thing."

CHAFPTER II.

FORGING BONDS OF HATE AND—1
WAS not unti] late the following aft-
ernoon that Targin saw anything mors
of ths fellow passengery Into the midst of
whone affalrs his love of falr play husd
thrust him. And then he cama most un-
expeotedly upon Rokoff and Paulvitch at
& momant when of all others thes two

might least appreciate his company.

They were standing on deck st a point
which was temporarily deserted, and as
Tarzan came upon them thay wera in
heated argument with & woman. Tarzan
noted that she was richly appareled and
that her slender, well-modeled fAgure de-
noted youth; but s she was heavily
valled he qould not discern her Teatures,

The men were standing in elther aslde
of her, and the backs of all were toward
Tarsad, so that he was quite closa to
thain without thelr belng aware of his
presence. He notlved that IRokoll ssemed
to be threatening. the woman pleading
bug they mpoke In & strange tongue, and
he could only Kusss from agpearances
that ihe girl was afreld

with the threst of physical viajence that
the ape-mad paused just behind the trlo,
inatinotively sensing an atmosphere of
danger. Sosrcely had he hesitaled ere
the man selzsd the Woman roughly by
the wrist, twisting It as thousn io wring
& promise from her through tLorfure.
What would have bappened next had
Rokolf Lad Bis wWay we uay anly con-
jonture, Alnce he dld pot have his way at
all, Instesdl, #teeol fngers gripped bis
shoulder, snd ba Was swung Uncersmo-
nlooaly srousd, to mwst the cold gy
eyes Of the MLTAREAT Whe nag thwarted
hips om the previous asy,

vgaprisi!”  serenmed the Imfuristed
Rokoff. "What do you mean? Are you
a Fool that you ibus agaln Insult Nikolss
mw'u

“Thia 1o my soAwer L0 yOuR Bete, mi-
slonr” aald Tarmas, Uy & Jow voice. And
thes b burled the from bt with

g st unged aprawling

e i e oo kot
.-m Bt pew die for this” and,
A 1o ““b.ﬂ. ha

eas Toam i Bip ocsst

1
Rokoff's attituds waa so dlatinetly flled

he wlll wurely Wil you'!™ But instead of
fiying Tarsan advanced to meet tha fele
low, “Do not maks u fool of yourss(t,
monsisur,” he anld,

Rokof!, who was (b porfect frenay of
rage al the humilintion tha strangsr had
put upon him, had ar Inee sucoseded In
arawing the ravolver. He had wlappad,
and now he deliberntely raised It o
Tnmn- hreast and pulled the trigeer.
Tha hammer fell with u futlls elick on
an empty chamber<the ape-man's hand
Ahot out lke the head of an angry
python; there was & quick weench, and
the ’ravnlnr salled far out mdroms the
:ITI" rall, and dropped into ths Atlan-

For a moment the two men atood thers
facing ona another. Rokoft had regained
hin gellpossession. He wan the fNeat to
npoak,

“"Twice now has monsleur seen At to
interfere In matters which do not con-
corn him. Twice he has tonken It upon
himaelf to humiliate Nikolas Rokoff,
first offenss wias overlooked on thes as-
rumption that monsleur neled throukh
lgnornnee, but thisg affalr shall not be
ovariooked. 1f monnieur does nol know
who Nikolas Rokoff s, this lnst pleca of
effrontery will insurs that monsisir later
hay good reason to remember him.'

“That you are o coward nnd a scoun-
drel, monsleur," replied Tarzan, “is all
that I cara to know of you,” and he
turned to ask the girl If thea man had
hurt her, but she had disappearad. Then,
without even n glance toward Hokaoft
and hin companion, he continued hia
stroll along the deck,

‘Carzan could not but wonder what man-
ner of coneplracy wak on foot, or what
the acheme of the two men might be.
Thare hnd been something rather famillar
about the appearance of the velled woman
to whose resove he had just come, but as
he hnd not seen her face he could not
be sure that he had ever seen her befare
The only thing about her that he had par-
ticularly noticed wan a ring of pecullar
workmanahip upon a finger of ths hand
that Rokoff had salzed, and he determined

ey SRRy
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is on board.

to nota the Nngers of the women pas-
FEHRETR he camie upan Utheraafter, that he
might discovar the ldantity of her whem
HMokoff was parsectiting, and lenrn If the
fellaw had offersd har further annoyance.

TArzai had pought hin degk ohalr, whers
he' kit speculnting on the numerous in-
Rtances of human orueity, selfinhness and
Eplte that hed fallan to his lot Lo wit-
nosd sihes that day In thy Jungle four
years sinee that his eyer had first fallen
Upon & human being other than Himself—
the aledk, black Kulongn, whoss awift
spear had that day found the witala of
Kaln, ths great abo-ape, and robbed the
youth, Tarsan, of the only mother he had
aver knobwn,

He recalled the murder of King by tha
fat-faced Bolpes: the abandenment of
Professor Potter and hin party by the

VG
iy
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mutineers of the Arrow; the cruelty of
the binck warrlors and women of Mbonga
to thelr enplives; the petty Jadlousies of

The | the civil and military officers of the Went

Const colony that had nfforded him his
first introduction to the civilized world.
“Mon Dieu!™ he sollloguiged, *‘but they
are nll alike. Cheating, murdering, iying,
fighting, and all for things that the beasts
of the jungle would not delgn to posnenn
—money to purchass the effaminate plens-
urea of wenklings. And yet withal bound
down by sllly customs that make them
ulaves to thelr unhappy lor while firm
In the bellef that they be the lorda of
crodtion anjoying the only rénl pleasures
of exiatente. In the jungle one would
Wearcely  wtand  suplpely aside while
another took s mate. It s p willy world,
nn jdiotie world, and Tarzan of the Apes
wns o fool to renounce the freedom nnd
the happliess of his Jungls to come
Into 1L

Presontly, as he sat there,
foeling came over him that oeves were
witohing from behind, and tha old In-
stinat of the wild beaat broks through
the thin veneer of civillzation, so that
Tarzan whesled aobout so nguickly that
thes eyes of the young woman who had

tha studden

#ﬂﬂnbﬂ e

baen surreptitlonsly ragarding him Kad
not aven tirkss to drop beforn the |
tyes of the apevman shot' an inquiring
look strmight into tham. Thoen, as they
fall, Tarsan saw a faint wave of crim.
wof cresp awiftly over tha now fHalf-
averted faos,

Flo smiled to himself sy the result of
hin very uncivilised and ungaliant adtion,
for he had not lowarsd hik own dyes
when they met thoss of the youne
woman, She was veary young, and equals
Iy good to lbok upon. Purthdr, thers
was somathing rather fAmiliar aboul her
that set Tarsan (o wopdering where he
had mesn her bafore  He resumed his
formar poallion, and pressntly he was
Awara that sho had Arisen And was lsav-
g the deck. As she passsd. Tarsan
turned (o wateh her, In ths hope that
he might dlscover a elus to salisfy his
mild curlosity an to her Wentity,

Nor was he Olenppointed entirely, for

Fisn 3:"*.”'42_:’-!-& b AN
3 '.’.‘_.‘ - e & ’ _.‘

The Ape-Man hut smiled ns he twisted the big fellow sbout, and grasping him by the collar of his coat, escorted him back to the table—

an she walked away ahe ralsed onea hand
1o the black, waving mass at the naps of
hor nack—the peculiarly feminine gesiure
thint admits cognizance of appralsing syes
bekind: her—and Tarsan saw upen a
finger of this hand the ring of strange
workmanghip that he had seen upon the
finger of the velled woman & short time
before.

Bo it wan thin beautiful young woman
Rokoff had been perseeuting.  Tarzan
wondered In & lazy sort of way whom
sho might be, and what relations one so
lovely could have with the aurly, bearded
Rurslinn

After dinner that evenlng Tarzan
strolled forward, where he remained until
after dark, in conversation with the ssc-
ond offloer, and when that gentloman's
duties enlled him olsowhere Tartan lolled
lagily by the rull watching the play of
the moonlight upon the geatly rolling
wintern. He wik half hidden by a davit,
no that two men who approached along
the deck did not sea him, and as they
passed Tarzan caught enough of ihelr
conversation to cause him to fall In be-
hind theéem, to follow and learn what
doviltry they were up to, Ho had recog-
nized the voice as that of Rokoff, and
had saen that his compunion was Paul
vitch,

Tarzan had overheard but a few words:
“And If she acreams you may choke her
until—* But those had been enough to
urouse the spirit of adventure within
him, and so he kept the two men In
sight as they walked, briskly now. nlong
the deck, To the smoking-room he fal-
lowsd them, but they merely halted at
tho doorway long enough, apparently, to
arsure themselves that one whose where-
abouts they wished to estubllsh was
within,

Then they proceaded directly to the
firmi-clnms  cabing upon the promanade
deck. Here Tarzan found greater diffi-
oulty In eacaping detectiop. but he man-
aged to do so succeanfully. As  they
haltad befors one of the polished hand-
wood doors, Tarsin alipped Into 'the
shadow of a pussageway not A dosen
feat from them,

To thelr knock & woman's volce aghed
in French: *“Who ls 817

“It 1a J, Olgn—~Nikolam'' wan the an-
wwer, In Rokoff's now familiar guttural
“May I ¢ome in?

“Why do you not ceass persecuting ma,
Nikolua®™ came the voice of the woman
fram beyond the thin panel. "I have
never harmad you.*

“Come, comes, CHga,'' urked the man, in
propitiatory tones; “I but ask a half
dozen words with you. 1 ahall not harm
you, nor shall I enter your cabin: but I
connot shout my message through the
door."

Taraun heard the catoh cilck as it was
relensed from the ineide. Fe stepped out
from his hiding place far encugh to sew
whit transpired when the door wan
opened, for he could net but recall the

pinipter words he had heard a few
momenis before upon the deck: “And If
ahe screamn you tnuy choke har''

Rokoft wns standing directly In fromt
of the door. Paulvitch had flatiened him-
solf against the panoled wall of the opr-
ridor beyond. The dear opened. Rokoff
half entered the room, and stood with his
back sgainst the door, spsaking in a low
whisper te the woman, whom Tarsss
could mnot see. 'Thon ‘farsan heard the
woman's viles, level, but Joud enough to
distinguish her words,

“Np, Nikolus,'" she was ssying “'it is
upeleas. ‘Threatan as you will, T shall
never acoeds (o youp demands Leave
the room, please; you have po right here.
You promised not to snter.’™

“Very well, Olgu. 1 shall not enter; but
before 1 mm done with you you shal
wish a thoussnd times that you had done
at onpce the favor I have ssked. In the
end 1 shail win anyway. sa ypu might
as well save troubls and timae for ms, snd
disgrace for yourssif aod ypur——"

“Naver, Nikolan!" interrupted the woms

an, and then Terzan saw Rokoff turn sad |

nod to Paulviteh, whe spisng awiekly
toward the deorway of the cabin, rusbing
in pasal Hokoff, who held the door cpen
for hime Then (he atter stejiped guickiy
aut. The iloor clesed Tarzsn haard the
olick of the lock ua Paylviteh turned It

trom tha inside. ramalosd
l;a befors the door. with bead bemi o

[
tho to osteh the words of the
thouh 1R N ile curted Bin bennias
tp

mysterions wiay hear
y will fhink
#o will all your

madame sntertained la n R
~her hrother's valet, to be
“Alexls Paulviteh”* came
volce, enld and fonrienn, *n.“:n
nrd, and when I wh A In
In your sur you will think better
demands  upon me wnd  your A
agnlnat me, and then you will |
mmlln qtﬁlrkly. nor flo 1 think thi
argain will you, at lenst, shnoy
there eame & moment's ﬂhﬁhw :
Tarsan could Imagine tha woman
toward the scoundrel and whis '
thing ahe had hinted at (nto his ear.
n moment of wllencs, and then a staril
oath from the man=the seuting of fests
n woman's seesam—and sllanes,
But acaresly had the
the aps-man had leaped hie
place. Rokoff started to run, But
grasped him by the collar apd &
him bmeck. Naither spoks, for b
Instiiotively that murder wan helr
In that room, and Tarsan was &
thnt Rokoff had had ne intentle
his eonfedernte ahould go that
felt that Lthe man's alms ware
than that—deaper and svan more
than brutal, cold-bloodsd miurder,
Without hesitating to question
within, the aps-man threw Lis g
stioulder againat the frall pansl, and 1
shower of nplintered wood he antared
oabin, dragging Rokoff after hity,
fors him, on a éouch, the woman 1
an top of her was Paulviteh, his
Eripping the falr throat, whila
tim‘a hands baat futilely at his face,
ing desporately at tha crusl fingers
wers forcing the life trom har. >
The noine of. his antrance broughy
vitoh to his feet. where he stood &
ing menacingly at Tarzan, The gifl
falteringly to a sitting posturs up
couch.  One hand was at her throat |
mer breath eame In Hitle gasps. Althot
disheveled and very pale, Tarzan |
niged hor as the young woman 3
had esught staring at him on decle
in tha day. .
"What s the meaning of thia?"
Tarsan, wring to Rokeff, whom'
tuitively singled out as the [nsthga
the outrnge, The man remained
seowling.  “Touch the button, - pif
continued the ape-man; "'we will hi
of the ship's oMcers here—thia aff
gone quite far enough.” )
“No, no'' cried the girl, coming
denly to her feet. "‘Plaare do not do
1 am mure that there was no
tion to harm me. I angéred thin ferson
and he lost control of himsalf, tHat I
all. 1 would not care to have the n
ter- go further, ploase, monpieur'
thers wans such a note of plaading
voles that Tarsan could not press
mattar, though hin batter Jud
warned him that thare wWas
afoot here of which the proper o
ties nhould bs made cognimmnl
“You wiah me to 4o nothing,
the matter?" he aulked.
“Nothing. pieane,” who replisd.
“You are content that these two
drals ahould continue persscuting vi
.. B
Bhe did not seam to know what ax
to make, and looked very troubled W
unhappy. Taraan saw a maliclous gris o
triumph curl Rokafs lip. The girl avis
dently was In fear of thess ¢
dared not expeess her real desdires bl
them.
“Then,"' sald Tarsan, "I shall |
my own responaibility. To you**
tinued, turnlng te Rokoff, “and th
cluden your accomplice, I may say!
trom now on to the and of the W
I shall taks it upon mysell lo. Ko
eye on you, and ahould there
come to my npotice any act of alther
of you that might sven remotely &
this young woman You shall be i
secount for (t directly to me, nor'
the calllng or the acoounting be
experiencas for either of you.
“Now get out of hers,” and he |
bed Rokoff and Paulvitch each by
scruff  of the neck and thrust Al
foreibly through the doorway, giving
an added impetus down the corridor
the toe of his hoot. Then hae tirs
to the stateroom and the girl
looking at him In wid h
ment. |
vAnd you, madam, will canfar &
favor upen me If you will but
know if elther of thoss ruscals
you further."” g
“Ah, monsieur,” she snswersd, I
that you will mot suffer for the
deed you attempted. You have m
very wicked and resourceful enem
will stop at nothing to satiafy his hal
You must be very careful 1
mansleupr—-"" . Wil
“Pardon me, madame, L LL
Tarzan.' u.
“Monslour Tarsan, And because I
not consent to notify the effiosrsy
think that T am not sihcersly gra
you for tha brave and chivalrois pil
tion you rendered ma, Good night.
wleur Tarsan, 1 ahall never fo
dabt 1 ows you," and, with &'
P laﬂ:‘l tl::! 1::13“!’0‘ ) l':'?
fact temt [ curtaied o
who bade her good night and
way on deck L
It pupzied Lthe man consld
thers should be two on by
and Coupt de Coude—who .
dignities at the handa of Rokoff
companion, and yet woild not @
offonders to be brought Lo justis
he turmed tn that night his the
vertad many tmee to the BASK
woman inte the evidentiy s

-




