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5S NEXT WEEK: WALNUT, ‘SIG

N OF CROSS’, :

TWO-DOLLAR MOVIES AND 75-CENT
~  STARS OPEN PHILADELPHIA SEASON

he Birth of a Nation” and the Walnut's “Star-stock”
as Theatrical Portents—Some Elements
of the Silent Drama

By THE DRAMATIC EDITOR

r pew ssason has opened with two
sgnificant festures—movies In  tha
agftimate theatrs ut 2, and legitimate
st ow ’npul.lr-pl"lmd house. Bonide
the usual axcellent munsic of Vietor
hitched to the usual dull hook
’w’u‘ eomedy tn “The Princess Pat"
nd (he summary withdraw of “Brother
* for repairs, are minor incldents,
severaal of form doesn't mpell the
- eollappa of the American thi-
i '*.‘ put It does portend a conalderable
f L.
eane of the Walnut, first of all,
" 3¢ Managor Leaby does as well with nis
" ars and productions as he has
Iy mm\ themn mo far, both here and In
|' -y he will monstrate that playas
San be given intelligently at a mals of
' nhalf what the Broadway gamblers
nand, and that there ia a Eood-sized
! e for siandard piaye. His playn, so
cll given and announced, ars no mors
than those of the §2 theatres,

oun
j :j‘,q whole venture suggesia that (hs
. iday of local repertory theatres may he
I gnwning In America, ns the touring syn-
{fam, harassed by moviea without and
blers within, finds s existance grow-
r riskier and more difMicult.
= Aa for §@ movies—and “The Birth of a
B Mation* in particular—they, too, are a
iﬁﬂoﬂl. Photoplays may galn nothing by
ting the foolish theatre's scale of
'f', #loen: doubtiens, properly organized. ns
3 s Triangle Company seemn to be ore
- wing, they could be presented at a
3 f to a third that sonle. Yet the price
"l a small matter, quickly to be read-
fusted, compared with the art thelr thor-
 gugh exploitation opens up.
S The appeal of “The Birth of a Natlon"
® s undeniable, Tt fascinates for three
solld hours. ‘The helghts of emotion are
. tremendous. Thare are few moments—
~ principally those In which Miss Glsh Ng-
' yres at the hoapital and In her room-—
_ which are relatively less interesting.
" he reason I8, I think, obvious. The
lay can have littls or no charac-
erization, small wit and lean philosophy.
L Without spoken words It will never com-
pete with the genuthe, fine and Inherent
neture of the drama. But the photoplay
ean have n lorge element of poetry, n
grest sweep of beauly which the stage
hardly touch, and an emotion liter-
y tremendouns, Glgantic catastrophies
~whether of war or of nature's up-
heavals—and that terrible, Individunl fact
‘o1 death take on a fAnal power which
S0 {he theatre never touches. Movieiand Is
0 guch n real land of real rocks and real
‘ . movis actors have such a fortunate
- t of never answering curtaln calls,
“that somehow the gray-flecked soreen of

ithe photoplay has m finality of realismn
"

%
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Wwhich the stage, for all its thres Atmen-
#slone, cannot appronch,

Birth of a Nation" s full of ex-
Amplen of what Intelligence can dfn Tn
the production of the photoblay, Praiaing |
Mr. Grimih as the suprems artlst #o far
developed in an oMl game now; but it s
possible to come dawn 1o casen It I8
possible, for example, to point out how
much a genuine director of the whole
&rt can do to helghten his action by the
claver uss of musle. The score of “The
Birth of a Nation” s mostiy n stmple
putting together of simple and familiar
moledien. Yot how wonderfully—to take
& single Instance—that nervous, throb.
bing war-song of the South helghtena the
mcenes At the ball when the searred flag
of that first quick wvictory, Hull Run, s
flung to the eager crowd

The “leaders,' or printed titles, can Ao
A gront deal to nid the photoplay, In spite
of the very obvious fact that the fewsr
they are the better, Those the prodyeer
Uses must be admirably worded and adil
o the point of the whole plece. Geofus
:?ﬂa gives hin “Fablea In Blang™ excellont

leaders” that shine by comparisen with
the usunl sad legends of comedien Grif-
fithe umes hin amides to the audlence svon
more skdifully. He bullds through them
A mood that will make the audience Aym-
pathetls to the argument of the flm. He
quolll"l! history, he employs Presldent wWil-
Bm'a writings. Perhaps he goes a bit tan
[ur somelimes; when he emphasizes the

Boverelgnty of the 13 Statem,”” the faet
that Cornwallls surrendered to 13 Inde-
pendent little nations and not to a ningto
country, he hardly suggests that his
Iater words about the birth of a nation
are sincers, Often the "leaders” are fAlled
.w‘llh rome terrible, 2-by-4 rhetoric ahout
‘opal gatea of death” and such. But In
Eenoral, GriMth Is on the right track. e
I8 UAINE avery means for a common affect

There In no part of the photoplay art
—not even beauty of scens and vigor of
mass—that Griffith uses more suceoss-
fully than thLmdl\-tduni noctor himsels
He has put n blending of naturalinm and
clenr art Into the movies that even the
long-trafned stage doesn't nlways enjoy.
The fine flower of his method s Henry
B. Walthall, an actor who brings dis-
tinetlon to a far from Imponing face or
figure, spirit to an art whore players are
tob apt to rely on vapid “dignity,” and a
quick co-ordination of the detalls of life
in a naturallsm that seems to take no
neoount of an audlenocs,

The confirmed playgoer may foreawenr
all the wvirtues of “The Birth of a Na-
tion'" and of photoplays In meneral, yet
he must leave them one supreme useful-
ness, one ultimate Ntnoss They can
selze the sllent moments. They can take
those tensest, those happlest, thoss
Ewestent goconds in life, those seconds
that come between speech, and link them
into a whole that speaks as truly in
spirit as It s physically sllont.

2 How I Produced “The

Birth of a Nation”

By D. W. GRIFFITH
. It takes endless work to produs a big
" motlon pleture. There s also endless de-
L tuil, Let me lllustrate by the concrete
" gmample of "The Birth of a Nation.”
S Pirst comes the scenario or written out-
Hne of the plot. In this case thére was
" a previous stage play. If we nre wise,
L Nie ‘forget that as muéh as we can, for
the motion pleture 18 A novelizing or
\ story-talling form, not strictly a stage
lt-m: It s eplo rather than dramatie;
;IIM of the work 18 of the great in-
~ doors. We have a period of history to
" gever, the scenes of a wide territory to
r' gevivily. Therefors, wé must prepare the
focale ns well us the actors—the tasks
" of the landscape artist and, in some
~_ metae, of the civil engineer are before ua.
~ ¥or s month the sctors rehearse without

the camern

~_And now Bouth Carolina in Reconstruc-
on days Is measurably before our eyes
are tha battle backgrounds of the
War are springing into belng, helped
advice of old “veta” and mod-
B West Polntars. The costumes, sel-
and documents are laboriously pre-
for the facsimile historical scones
thoss of the Fmancipation Procla-
the Appomattox surrender and
incaln assassinagton. By the way,
oln wotors” were rehoarsed before
Hght Lincoln was found! This was
1 demand “soul” of the photo-
ar, and for this scene Lincoln was
The Blue and the Gray,
n white gentry and the'volored
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contingent all have been drilled under
thelr respective leaders, And then filia
muaking begins,

At an early stage of the work—after
the rough outlines have been flled in—
the scenario is thrown away. The bulld-
Ing and the rebuilding of the story, the
plecing of intimate bits and the discard-
ing of the useless go right on while we
are living the history, so to speak, from
day to day, Nearly 22 miles of pletures—
140,000 feet of film—are taken. And how
much of these are used? At the finale
we discover Lhat we have thrown away
eight-tenths of our product—we have re-
maining 20,000 feet, or, say, Ave miles of
consecutive story. But that in twloe too
leng. We condenss, condense, condense.
At the end of two monthe more of hard
labor we have edited “The Birth of &
Nation" to 12,000 or 13,000 feet—two and a
half miles—or, in theatre wise, two hours
and 4 minutes' stage ontertalnment.—
From Photoplny Vogue

THEATRICAL it
BAEDEKER

With the Adelphi Dark, -the
Only Changes Are in Stock
and Vaudeville

WALNUT—"The Bign of the Crosa,” with
Richurd Bubler and the Walnut Play-
ers. Manager Leahy's third star stock
profduction  will show the principal
player of “Ben<Hur" in the other popu-
lar play of Christinn martyrdom, “"The
Blgn of the Cross.” For this production,
with |ts 10 changes of scencs, extra ped-
ple will be added to the nuclets of the
company

ENIOCKERBOCKER—"Tho Chrous Lady,"”
with the Knlekerboeker Playern, Charles
Klsin's familinr and popular comedy-
dramn of the life and tribulstions, hu-
mor and herolem, of a guickswitted and
sharp-tongued chorus girl. Eva Marsh
plays the title role; Richard LaBalle,
Dan Mallory, the part opponite.

LYRIC—"The Princess Pat” with Elea-
nor Painter and Alexander Clark A
musical codemy by Vietor Herbert,
with a characteristie and effective scors,
The performance is admirable; the book,
ordinary.

FORREST—*"The Birth of a Nation,” with
Henry B, Walthal, Mae Marsh and
Spottiswodds Alken. D. W. Grifith's
mammoth photoplay of the Civil War
and Reconstruction, founded In part on
Thomas: Dixon's "Clansman.” A mar-
velous entertalnment.

RETURNING

PEOPLE S—"Damaged Gooda,” with Wil-
llam Hedge, Garland Gaden and Sarah
Eyle. A fourth visit from Hrieux's
powerful drama of the consequences of
looss Uving.

VAUDEVILLE

KFEITH'8—All-Philadelphia bill: Sophle
Bamard and Lou Anger and company,
in “Safety First,” pook by Tommy Gray
production by Nr&\\'a)'hurn: Hermline
Shone and company, in “The Laat af
the Quakers,” by Hdgar Allan Woolf;
the Apollo Quartet, of Philadelphin;
Mullen and Coogan, singers, dancers and
comedians; Ota Gyrl, Spaniah violinist;
Claude Golden, Australlan ear expert;
Four Readinge, aerialists; Willlam and
Segal, dancera; Plelart and Schofield, in
“Helping Hubby,” and Hearst-Sellg plc-
tures.

NIXON’S GRAND—Ideal, world's record
holder for swimming and diving: Rogers,
Pollock and Rogers; *“The Messenger
Roy and the Actress:'” Holden and
Harron; Emmaelt and Tonge, tenor and
alto; Walter Brown, monologist; Mar-
tin Howard.and photoplays

ALLEGHENY—'""The Earl and the Girl"
a musical comedy: James Thompaon
and company, in “A Burglare® Unlon';
Kiass and Bernle; Kennedy and Kra-
mer, dancers; John LaVier, acrobatic
comedian; Wllson and Aubrey, In bur-

AL BOOTER:

COYFTANRCE" = WRUNGT
ARULIEXLLX. :

with Hugn Jansen and Blanche Latell;
Eugenle Bilalr, in *“Reckoning Day';
Kenney and Hollia, in “Fresahle's Initin-
tion''; Adolpho, accordlonist; Patricoln
and Myer, singing. talking and dancing,
and Dewee, Hambo and Frisco, In “Fun
at the Hottentot Hotel.”

GLOBE—"The Revue of 1915 with
Frank Manning and a cast of 5;
“Scenen at Midnight,” with Cook and
Lafferty; Sandy Shaw, the Beotoh dia-
lect martist; Mason and Green, come-
dane; MeDermott and Wallnee In “"The
Nut and the Mald”; Kilroy and Mack,
gymnasta; Max Yorke's dogs and pho-
taplavs

CROSS KEYH—First half of week:

“A
Mils a Minuts*

“The Honeymoon Ex-
presa,’” Schroda and Chapelle; Alpine
Four, & comedy quartet; E. B. Clive
and company in a sketeh: Howard and
Bpencer, singing, talking and damcing
enlertainers, and Zolle, the strong man
Becond half of week: A Mile a Min-
ute”; Jack Symonds, tramp monologlst;
Stoddard and Hayes; the Alpine Com-
edy Four; Hoyt, Losslg and company in
“The District Attorney,” and Godfrey

and Henderdn, singing, talking and
dancing.

BURLESQUE
DUMONT'S—Dumont's Minstrels In two
burlesques on timely toples: “Charley

Chaplin  and Mary Pickford,” which
shows how the movies are made bofore

the camera. and "Capturing Mexican
Bandiin,” showing Carranza taken pris-
oner by Boyden.

NATIONAL—Under Johnnle Eckhart's di-
direction, ““The Bunshine Girls” and
Little Egypt, In *“The New Municlans,'
with Mark Lea, Karl Kerm and Flor-
ence Moore,

COMING

SEPTEMBER #0:

KEITH'§—Gortrude Hoffrnan and Com-
pany, in Max Helnhardt's masterplece,
“"Sumurun’'; Sophle Tucker, ‘“‘the Mary
Garden of Ragtime™; Charles Mack &
Co., In "A Friendly Call"; Doyle and
Dixon, eccontrie dancers and singers;
Horace Wright and Rene Dietrich, n
operatic and popular melodles; Ceclle
Trio, In rong and dance;, Boretty and
Antolnette and others

ADELPHI—"A Palr of Bilk Btockings."

KNICEERBOCKER—"Within the Law."

WALNUT - "Rebecen of Bunnybrook
Farm,” with Edith Taliaferro,

SEPTENBER 17:
GARRICE—"Potash and Perlmutter."

OCTORER 4:
BROAD-—"Dnddy
Chattarton.

ADELPHI—"Nobody Homa."

Longleges,” with Ruth

Negroes to Produce
Own “Birth of a Nation”

It develops that the colored citisens who
ars not satisfled with the representations
of thelr forefathers as ahown in GriMth's
apectacte, ““The Birth of a Natlon," have
denided to answer that production with
one of thelr own In whicn the develop-
ment of the race will be worked out In a
dramatic scennrio. Tha bettar slement of
the colored race have decided to spend
no further time In protesting the Griffith
production and are agreed thatafare more
effective answer to the representations of
the GrifMth story can be secursd by de-
voting all thelr attention to making thelr
own pleture a succens. With this end In
view, Jamesa Bcott, private secratary to
Pooker T. Wanhington, has been in eon-
ferenca with Henry 1. MacMahon, the
Eastern representatlve of Thomas H.
Ince, the celebrated motion pleture direc-
tor., An elaborate wscenario Thas besn
worked out showing the early sufferings
of the negro slaves, the trinla they went
through in the first years of thelr freo-
dom and then showing tne wonderful
progress that enlightened colored elti-
zenn have made In the past half century
Griffith’'s Nlm druma only shows the ter-
rors of Lthe reconstruction period, when
the freedmen were just emerging from
wlavery. It In the purpose of the lsaders
of the colored population of the ecountry
to stand behind the new pilcture when It
ie completed and sea that it secures the
aame wideapread publicity and attention
tant has been devoted to the GriMth pro-
duction, '

Attack May Cost Man an Eye

Morris Rosenblatt, T Callowhill street,
may lose the sleht of an eyo wy & 1esIL
of an attack at Tth and Callowhill streets,
when he refused Lo give 4 mun morey.
Rosenblntt la In the Hahnemann Hospl.
tal, Edward Quall, Cambridge street
neur Bth, was held in $500 ball for court
by Magistrate Belcher in the Mth and
Burtonwoo] stresty sintlon, Ouall is pald
to have struck Rosenblatt with his fist,
shatiering hin glogses, severnl plecen of
which éntered his eye

Hardy contends, in the Uhesire,
out qoestion it is the mosl PPN

colebrated players and you '
they ware matines idols abt
Is aufe to say the admiration

nike of
targely

the matines girl
to maks some of the

tlons of our mimic world.

Henry

Bothern, Willlam Faversham
Farnom among the men have s
matinees favorites. Maude r
Barrymore, Mre. Finke, Julls N

e

Miller, Willlam
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are onnily recalled afternoon
the youny.

"Were It not for the atte

e

youth,” says Mr, Hardy, "the

would not be a profitable
Playwrighta, In my ¢

LLLLE

a big mistake in catering po o
to maturity—aspecinlly that typ
turity which reguires the .

riency to stimulate Intereat,

Our b

money-making ventures have besn
of the wholesoms sort. Off-color §

desplte

profitable,

tho end

appearances, lave
and a season In
of them,

“The theatre csnnot do withow

matines girl, and I for one
in the making of plays she In Moy
be considered than her eidera’ = .
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THINK PEACE WISH GROV
Head of 2,000,000 Women Desel

An

Mrs,

increasing sentiment
throughout
Ferey V.

National Sentiment

for
the country Ia .
Peanypacker,

president of the General Feders
Women's Clubs, whoe has just ¢

A three

months’ toeur of the

from Texas into Alaska. She i the

of Mrs.

HB. F. Richardson, 3500 Wais

street, president of the Philon |

Mrs. Pennypacker described the
work in

tional
notably

in the State of Washington.

which abe s Intesest

108 school mansen just K

ment of a manwse in every county o

accomplished

iIf each olub 1

manse, she sald. She pralsed the |
sylvania women for thelr prompt
of their 35000 apportionment for tl

dowmaent fund.
2,000,000 members.

Jutte Country Place Sold

The country residence of Mrs, P
Jutte, on Porkiomen Croek, has bean &

chaned

made
Commander Edward ¥. Lelper.

for & sum not

U, 8 3

through J. M. Fronefield, of Wi .
estate consists of a large
denes and farm bulldings, with
acres of ground.
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PRICES

: leaque wrestling, and the “10,000 organ
WILLIAM PENN-—'"Ths Fashion Shop"

—_—

16TH

BEASON
AFTERNOON
EVENING

H'II:'IE“BAY SEFTEMBER 23, Incluaive,
ADY

MOND
OMce, ::]. -}R’ﬂlla-d from PUBLIC from
OCTOBER, %, Inclusive.

SEASON TICKETS: gyening

ACADEMY OF

PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA

LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI, Conductor

SYMPHONY CONCERTS
OPENING DATES OF SEASON—OCT. 15th & 16th

N SALE TO SUBSCRIRERE from THURSDAY, SFPFTEMRBER

| recelved Lhrough
DYANCE ORDERS, re 2% aeuy

Afternoon $50.00, $40.00, $23.00, $20.00 and $15.00

$30.00, $21.00, $17.00, $15.00 and $12.50
WORLD-FAMOUS SOLOISTS i

Proapactus on application to Munnger, 1314 Pennayivania Bullding.

MUSIO

— A
MUSICIANS

16, until
ut HEPPE'S, 1110 CHENTNUT STREET.
the Women's Commilites and Business
21, to THUREDAY, SEFT. 30, Inclusive

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, toe THURSDAY,
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NEXT WEEK

MATINEE DAILY at 2:15
Engagement Extraordinary
The Famous Hero of “Ben Hur"

Richa{gm Buhler

13
N BARRETT S inspiring and
» w“‘r‘."ul:lonnwmu Drams

T™E
Sign of the Cross
Bupported by the
ock Company
Walnut gt‘m o Btae
u“ﬁﬁ;?&ﬁ&w EVER
L L]
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MATINEBS, 1be t0
EVENINGE.
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‘2he to b
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AVOID NOR
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[deal

GLags

CONTINUOUS 11 A. M, TO 11 P. M,

PRICES 10¢, 15¢, 25¢

THE ONLY POFULAR FPRICE

VAUDEVILLE THEATRE

IN THE HEART OF THE CI1TY
WOOD ENTEAPRISES, Ine, Presents

REVUE
of 1915

WITH FRANK MANNING AND CAST OF

25 Broadway Players

Prot Oirls, Culchy Malodiss and Claver
mpersonations of Famous Btars

FIVE OTHER BIG ACTS ALSO
“The Neal of | Comedies
Goddess” | The Navy|and News

INQUIRER.

“Three hours of
beauty and emotion.”
—EVENING LEDGER.

llM
perfect.

BROAD
AND
SANSOM
STS.

Managing
Director.
Nusiness Manager

D. W. GRI

field of motion picture Drama.”—

illusion of reality — almost . L
—EVENING TELEGRAPH. L

NOW

FFITH'S

T T R Y T T S R T S R O 5 S M A . T 22 T e S S T s e WA

ORREST

SAMUEL F. NIXON, Evenings 8:15

Eves. and Sat. Mats. Lower Floor $1, $1.50, $2. Bal. $1, $1.50. Sec. Bal. 25¢ and 50c¢.
All Other Matinees—Lower Floor 50c, $1.

MOST TREMENDOUS DRAMATIC SPECTACLE

“ *The Birth of a Nation' ltAndl as
one of the biggest achievements in the

TWICE DAILY |

Balcony 50¢, $1. Second Balcony, 25¢.

18,000

TOOK 8 MONTHS TO
PRO

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF 40

SEE

The Greatest Art Conquest Since the Beginning of Civil

For Beuefita ntl the Brosd and Garrick Theatres, Appl

Decisive Battles of the Civil War—Sherman’s March to the Sea—~Cities Built Up Only
Destroyed Before Your Eyes—Grant and Lee at Appomatiox—The Tragedy of the
Abraham Lincoln—Petersburg at the Crest of the Mighty Invasion—How

and Sisters Did Their Part—History in the Making.

SEATS ON SALE TWO
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