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How Mary Went Wrong

UDDENLY as the wakening
sweet rains of an Apnt
Mary's heart

But to you (who may be or might have been her
father), the miracle was hidden—the transition from child-
hood to womanhood is swift, suhtle even unconscious—
and Mary herself did not realize the ch ‘5:. You still saw
the child of a day ago. Your vision, dulled by the hard,
drab years of a wage-chasing life, was not quick enough to
sense the transfiguration.,

And so when Mary's first sweetheart “called” you were
annoyed and angered; you made up your mind to put a
stop to such nonsense at once.

There was nothing wrong. They were simply two chil-
dren playing the oldest game of make-believe under the
stars,

Your frowns, side remarks and fenenl hostility humil-
iated the lad and withered your girl with shame,

You forgot that a guest had entered your door,

You might have greeted him kindly, and gained his re-
spect and liking,

A boy's code is a clean, fine thing—a trusted youth gen-
erally becomes trustworthy. But you drove him away,
het with resentment, insulted and afraid to return tn your
home.

A common wrong inspired them to a common cause of
deceit.

Thereafter they met clandestinely. Mary began to
spend evenings “studying with her school f(riends” and
what began as a harmless, little cub courtship, became
warped and Mary with it—another good girl turned toward
the wrong path by the folly of a father,

Successful in eluding detection she slowly grew bolder.
Her tongue quickly became glib with protecting lies. Within

a few months all fear of you and your authority disappeared,
and contempt for your perception and credulity succeeded
love and reverence.

Before her second long skirt, she had graduated into
the love school of the street corner, adept in all the danger-
ous, reckless arts of the prowling flirt, an intimu of pool
room loafers, a by.word to the town's rott
finally IR

The same old story, the same old fa!lur. the same old
Mary, the same old tragedy.
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