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1I‘ht.umlized Rumanians
‘Between 21 and 46 Sum-
moned to Colors

*
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JITALIANS IN RETREAT
R ——

4¥m to Isthmus Northwest of
3 Albanian Port Under

.
5 Foe's Fire
?‘f ~ i — — |
0% LONDON, Fob. 28
. Reuters  Amnterdam  correspondent

i

A report recelved there from Duch-
L mrest that the Rumaninn War OfMee han
announced that all natornlized Rumaninn
u oltisens botweon the agen of 21 and 14
must report themselves for military
‘mervioe
] BERLIN, Febh 20.—<An Austrodun.
‘garian communieation recelved hers lant
'y night says:
1 donsequence of our hard assault
om the Itallans eant and southeast of i
Duirasso they have been Arlven to |
the Isthmun west of the Dura Lakew
The Durazzo dochks are under the fire
of the Austro-Hungarian battetios,
and the smbarkment of mon and war
¢ miterials have been efficiently hin-
! . deored.

Up to the predent In the combata
11 Italian offiters and more than 700 |
soldiern have been taken prisoners, |
and five cannon and one machine gun
eaptured.

" ROME, Feb, 26
A dispatch from  Athens pavs that

“Paron von Schneck, formerly Germnn Con-

Aul at Volo, who has been actively en-

In a prodderman publicity cams

. m han gone to Monastir and will prob.

ot ‘ably go to Rumanin.

! He s sald to have confided to friends
that pro-German propaganda  {»  now
“wasted" In Greece and might be more

- Iprdfitable elnewhere, He had counted

) King Constantine among his  Intimate

friends but declded to abandon Greeeo |

when the Groek monnrch granted an aud. |
fence to General Sarrall, the Frénch com-
mander in chief in the Ballians,

The Greek legation here lssied a de-
nial todiay of the reporta that the Greek
Miniater In SofNua had assured the Premier
S5 of Bulgarin that Greece will remnin neus
4 v tral even If the Bulgarians attack Salon. |
fea. The denial In taken as an Indication
that Gresce will not tacitly agres to Hul-
garian participation in a drive on Salon-
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WILSON READY TO TEST
STRENGTH IN HOUSE

Centinued from Page One

. mant of its forelgn relationa with other
" countries.

A eanvass of the Senante based upon
public and private statementa revealed an
anemalous condition of affalrs, In that it
showed that there are more Republicans
rendy to stand by the Demouoratic Presj- |
' dent than there are membern of his own

puarty.

The sama canvaks developed the fact
that any attempt by the President's critics

" to mwerve him from his patriotic resolve
S fo provent the humiliation of American
3 rights will meet with dafeat.

1 y It Is not probable that any wsuch nt-

tempt will be made Even If it should,

5 the Peealdant's supporters are certain of

" shough votea to prevent the passage of

elther the Gore resplution In the Senate

or that offered by Mp, McLemore Iln the

&  House. From present Indications the two

undertakipgs are dead.

BREACH STILL EXKTS

At the same time it was apparent that

the differences between the President and

s have not heen smoothed over.

] The President’s [etter to Senator Stone

falled to placate the Senate and House.

J " Thers wou & temporary truce, but that |
. wan all !

b Developments which gave rike to the

» feellng that a way out of the difMculty

with Germany will be found were:

*The recelpt of the apparently author-
ative forecasts of the German reply In-
dicating that Germany will suggest dis.
ousslons of the disputed question of of-
fensive armament.

YA direct statement by Secretary Lan-
ming thiat the United States will digseuss
- this question, and the opinfon given by
2 Bpeaker Cinrk, after visiting the Presi-
dent, that Germany will postpone opera-
tlon of (ta new submarine warfare pend-
o+ 1 Ing such discussion.™

From Toutonic diplomatic quarters
eame the statement that once the United
Btuted and Germany embark on a diplo-
matic discussion of defensive armament,
the danger of wur (s over,

“Natlons c¢an't go to war over a differ-
ohce of an inch or two in the calibre of a
sun"” one official sald,

The mont Influentinl men In  both
Housea exproased confdence that they had
gurbed tha movement to pass o resolution
; Warning Amerlean cltizens not to truvel
. Mpon the ships of belligerent nations car-

guns,

In this achlevement Speaker Clark, of
the House. was enslly the commanding
flgure. Following an interview with the |
Presldent yesterday, the Speaker assumed
command of the Adminlstration forees in I
. the Lower House with wuch gratifying |

renulia that all danger of another outbreak
~ Besmed safely passeil

" The titulnr leader of the House, Mr,
- Kitohin, not only falled to exerclss the
. function of his office in mupport of the

* President. but was conspleuoua In his en-
r . sourmgement of the opposition.

With Majority Leader Kern of the Sen-

W\ g Chalrman Stone of the Foreign Rela-
Committee and more than s dosen
ar Demooratic Henators apparently ar-
E - agwinst the President, the organ-
of the forces wupporting him In

body fell to Benater Lodge The

usetts Hepublican Benator was

outs In his condemnation of the ef-

; of members of the President's own

e fo embarrass him by congresslonal
g " with hls conduct of diplo-
e nagottations,

|

|
’ by the Austrinns
|
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The War Today

The first of the Verdun works
has fallen before the smashing of -
fonsive of the Crown Prinee's
armies. Fort Douamont, three
miles aottheast of the French po-
gition on the rldﬁe of Louvemont,
[| has been eaptured by the Kaiser's
Brandenburg Regiment. Capture
of the fort opens the way to effce-
tive assault on the sister forts of
Belleville, 8t. Michel and Souville.
The French linea protecting the
giant fortressca are being subject-
|| ed to galling artillery fire,

French forces, resisting the Gor-
man assaults, have taken up new
ositions, backed by the lem

DOUAUMONT CAPTURED
Cantlnned from Page One
capture wan given out by the War Offlon:
“The armorsd fortress of Douaumont,
the northeastern plliar of the parmanent
main line fortifeations of Verdun was
eaplurad by storm yesterday by the 2ath
Regimant. of Brandenburgera. It I8 now
firmly in German handa

GREAT VERDUN FORT OF |

CROWN PRINCE WON KAISER
70 FAVOR VERDUN OFFENSIVE

PETROGRAD, Feb. 26.—The army newspaper Russki Invalid rh"lltn
n story partly based on a Btockholm report of a council of war in Berlin
at which, it is stated, the assault of Verdun was decided upon. %o offeet

The eouncil was convened, the story says, to discuss some move ~
the taking of Erzerum by the Russians, The Kniser presided at the

“To the east of the Maas (Meuse River)
connidarable advances ware made on our
battle front In the pressnce of the King
and Emperor (Kaiser Withelm) Wa |
gained possession of hille southwent of the ‘

village of Louvemont (horth of Verdun),
as well an n o group of fortiNed positiona |
pitunted further east, In 0 Aerce rush for-
ward The Brandenburgsr regiments

ills, the War Office conceded this
afternoon. “Battle north of Ver-
dun contintes,” the official state-
ment sald, nr{dinn. “according to
the last information the French
troops are resisting the Germans
without eounting the sacrifices,
French artillery is replying shell
for shell to the German fire,”

To take advantage of the Ger-
mnan preoccupation in the west, the
Allies are preparing a coneerted of-
fenaive linking the Balkan and the
eastern war fronta. The Czar is |
in personal command of initial
operations in Poland and Galicin,

The Russians in Persia have
taken the important city of Krr-
manshah, a eapture estimated by
strategrists an second oniy to thot
of Erzerum, in Armenia, The new
victory brings Russgion aid nrarer
l to the English beleagucred in Meso- |

potamin, as Kcrmanshah is only

150 miles from Kut-rl-Amara,

Durazzo is under bombardment
Rumania has
ealled more men to the colors, but
its political action as to entering

the war for ¢ither side is still a |

puzzle.

thon na to what attitude the United States
will take If an offer In mnds to discuns the

! eonstituent elements of dofensive arms,

MAY INFLUENCE BERLIN
Thera were varving views exprossed lnst
night over the effect tho last two daye'

flare-up in Congress will have on the Qer- |

man submarine nogotiations

Thers wik some apprehension in offielal
olrelea’ thut the revolt asainat the Ppresl-
dent may lond to a stiffening of the Ger-
man_ position

Publteation In Germany of the de-
talls of the revalt In Cunerses, 1t s
believed In Teutonle quiirters, will show |
that there {8 stronge sentitient In favar
of giving Germany a squiro  dund The
affect of this will be to Inniie 8 mort
conellatory spirit In Berlin, Teulonio dip-

lomnta belleve

The slgniflcant
un authoritative German  source todny
that the United Stater and Germany were
nearer wWar two woekd aga, Just hefore the
settlement of the Lusitania case, than they
have been at wuny time since the Luysi-
tanin was sunk nine months ngw.

GERMANY BELIEVES CONGRESS
WILL FORCE WILSON'S HAND

Feel U. S. Will Warn
Keep OfFf Armed Liners
BERLIN, Feb 4 —Germany counts

upan thae Ameriean Congress to force o
backdown from Presldent Wilson In the

controversy over armed merchantmen, It
wiadt learned today
OMecluls here refuse to comment for |

publication, but the genoral feeling v that
It the mnatter is referred to Congress a
resolution will he put through warning
Amerleans not to take passage on helllg-
erent armed shipw

The belief in expressed that President
Wilson does not want Congross to take
4 hand, fearing that debite over the ques-
tlon may embitter American opinlon

Herlin preas. too, glves expression to this |

view,

Though reports that a matwrity in Con-
gress may force Prealdent Wilson to vield
to Germany have aroused hope for o
penceful settlemoent. the Cerman attituda
Amerien In dally growing more
tense,  Not only the public, but offlcinls,
are frankly bitter in the eriticlsm of
President Wilkon for rofusing to wirn
Americans off  belligerent armed mer.
thantmen

Dispatches suggesting the
that Prealdent Wilson may
bassador Bernstorff's recall
the greatest surprise here Oiifelala are
puzszled at these reports. but the goneral
bellef ls that Americans milsunderstand
the negotintions

It In the consensus of aplnlon hore that
Bernstorff's recall would have the worst
effect on the pending negotintionn
flelnls, however, belleve FPredident 'Wilson
Intends to resume the conferences hetwien
Ambassador Gerard and Forelgn
tary von Jagow, giving the latter every
apportunity to present Germany's
point.

For the last 24 hours German ofMcinls,
lending bankers and businessa men and
Americans in Berlin, have beon greatly
oonearned about reports that President
Wilson han asked Bernmtorff's reenll
Nelther Ambansador Gerard nor Forelgn
Beoratary von Jagow have recelved any
direct information to this effect from
Washington, they declare

-
THE WEATHER
Official Forecast

WASHINGTON, Feb, 34
Pennsylvanla Overcast
In south, and probably snow furries In
north  portlon tonight; Sunday partly
overcast ; strong west windas

The coast storm has moved from the
Virginin capes to Hoston during the last
24 hours, and has Ineressed In Intenalty
until the pressure has fullen to 28.9 inches
at ita contre. Rain and snow hiave been
weneral throughout the northeastern por-
tion of the country and the temperatures
have fullen alightly in the western quad-
rants of the storm. Palr weather is re-
ported generally from the remsinder of
the country, with lower temperatures In
the northern plain Btates, caused by the

eustward movement of the high from the
north FPacific States,

U. 8. Weather Bureau Bulletin
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| Under cover of darkness following the

statement was made in |

Citizens to |

The |

Of- |

Views |

pushed on as far as tha village and ar- |
rered fort of Dounumont, which was car-
ried by stoi'm.

“In the Woevre plaln the reslstance of
the enemy wae hroken down rlong the en-
tire front as fur na the naighborhood of
: Marphevillie
I "Bouth of the high road from Parls to
Metz vhr troops are closely pursuing the
ratronting onemy

"The announcement aof the capture of
the vilinge of Champarauviila yesterday
wae basod on a report which has turned
Gut Lo e orroneous,

YO the night of Februnry
Hah nttempted to chrry out
east ol Armentierss, bul were ropulsed

‘In Champngne the Freneh attacked
In the soiith of Sainte o Py the positions
we captured on February 12 and suecceads

ed In penetrating the fArst-line trenches
aver nowidth of 350 yarls.'"
This antiounesmont wan followed by dem-
onstrations of Joy, Flags were ralsed over
L putitle and private hulldings and the prinlse
| af the gallant Brandenburgers were on all
| Hips, There wus o processlon through LUn-
| ter den Linden and the national anthem
| wan wung before the palnce.

The enpture of Fort Douaumont meann
a guin of approxXimately 1wo mora milos
of ground }nr the Germans, More Im-
portant stitl, It reamovesn the chlef mennce
to an mdvinee south of Ornes, for the
sweeping plnin south of that town wans
under the guns of the fort.

25 the Eng-
an advanes

| vietory, the Germans worked feverishly
bringing up fresh guns and ammunition
nrd now the blg mortare in the fort are
mmasihing the city of Verdun iteelf. Firer
have hroken out and many of the French
regerves, which were held there by Gen-
ernl Humbert, have been forced to retire
to ercape wnnlhilintion by the German
ahells. The sixth day of the battle of
Verdun finda the German linss only four
miles from Verdun, meaning a six-mile
advince since last Sunday when the drive
against the French fortreds was opened,

It Is belleved that the eapture of Ver-
dun s now only o mntter of a few dayn,

PARIS, Feh, 06,
Further withdrawals by the Franch
north of Verdun are admitted by the

¢ French War OfMee In an offlelal communi-
que given out today.

The French outposts nt Ornes and
Hennemont were withdrawn, although It
wos slited that they hnd not been at-

tacked by the Germans.

An artillery duel of extreme violence Is
raging along the front with the French
guns exchnnging shell for shell with the
gung of the Germans.

The Germans are making enormous anc-
rifives of life

i The communlque states that the French
Lare meeting these terrifle attacks in mont
of the pigitlons that they hnve ‘held ginee
thelr new line was established

In the region of Beaumont the assnults
| of the Germans were particularly severe,
belng preceded by furlous drum fire,

The text of the oMeinl communique fol- |
Toww:

“The hattle {8 continuous in the reglon |
to the north of Verdun, where the enemy
continues to direetl his efforts against the
front (o the enst of the Meure. According |
to the latest reports, our troops are ro-
wivting In thelr snme poslitlonn the ro:m:\!-!
ed nasuults of the enemy, who no longer
counts his sacrincen,

“In the reglon of Beaumont the combat

hasw nuvumed a character particularls
| sanguinury,

YOn the Woevre front the advance
| torces which we had held as the line of

ohaervation from Ornes to Hennemont

sinee the fighting of last year have been |
withdrawn from the bhase of the Mousa
helghta, on the order of thelr commander
and without uny attacks from the enemy

“Our uartillery on the right bank and
left bank of the Meuse iIn responding with-
out cessation to the enemy's bombarde
ment.™

U'sing fresh soldiera that were hrought
up to replace the German troops, who hitd
been wearled by constant duy and night
fighting, the Crown Prince began n serizs
of fresh assaults after a cannonade of
the greatest fury.

FRENCH WITHDRAW

The attack centered agalnst Fort Boau-
; mant, the way being opened by the volun.
tary abandonment of earthworks It fronl
of the fort by the French to avaid useless
bloodshed

The Teutons fought with tha greatest
bravery and never faltered as the storm of
| Frenchi shells tore through thelr ranks,
BHut fleah and blood, no matter how great
the gallantry, could not stand Lefore the
death .-w_\thhnl' the French fire. Shells
from hundreds of guns and bullets from
countless machine guns and thousands of
rifies decimated the German ranks l

Battallon after battallon was hurled
forward by the CGerman commander In
utter disregard of the enormous lows of |
human life, Boon the fAeld was plled high !
with the corpses, and the charging sol. |
dlers stumbled over the bodles and fell |
amid thelr own slailn, It was earnage
much as had not been peen before In the |
war, Even the German rushes at Ypres, |
when their charges were described an
gigantic. nasaults In which the soldiers
rolled forward like sndless waves of thoe |
sen, were as nothing compared with the |
enslayghts of the massed phalanxes north
of Verdun.

TWO CORPS WIFPED OUT.

It appears probable that nearly two Ger-
man Army corps have been completely
wiped out in massed attacks aguinst some
af the strongest Aeld poaitions the world
has ever known,

Thera In not longer any doubt that the
Clermans are hurling all thelr rescurces
into the Verdon attack, hoping to blast
a road to Paris and end the war. Tha
enormous [osaes already wuffered by the
Teutona ls consldersd proof that the
Kalser has embarked on & venture planned
o bring Frunce to her Knees.

LONDON, Feb. 26.—The battle of Ver
dun was resumed today with all its orlg-
Inal fury, the Germans continulng to
throw dense moasses of Infantry mgainst
the new Froench lines, \

Today's fghting went on in bitter cold
and & driving storm of snow, which fell
iast night and today throughout Northera
France. The (erman losses so far in the
battle are estimated by a high French
milltary authority at 160,000 men, Last
night. aocording to the afternoon bulle-
tan from Parls, the French withdrew thelr
Hnes about a mile on the left, next to the
Meuse

The main German JMorce I8 now only
two miles from the ouler defense works
Heavy (erman and Ausirian guns, of 18
and 17-inch callbre, have been bhrought
up, and a shattering bombardment of the
French works has besan un,

Fort de Helleville and Fort da Marre are
under the fire of the blg Cerman guns,
which wre pounding saway from lhelr po-
ultions on an elght-tnile front between Cons
seavoys and Croes

More than 400 guns are massod behind
the German front and the cennonade of

French

£

wnd sloca the world
A7 In of all
pousitione ss far aa the of Louye-
mond five miles worth of Verdun; but
the laausad  last by the
Py - Offlen P -

council, others present including the German Crown Prince, the Crown
Prince of Bavaria and Field Marshals yon Hindenburg and von Mnc!«-nner:i
The Princes strongly advoeated mn attack on tho French front an
proposed Verdun ns the objeetive. Fiold Marshals von Hindenburg and
von Mackenscen opposed this, urging that it would be better to develop
the operations already planned on 1f|e Russian front, whera von Hinden-
burg believed that the chances of succesa were greater, [Field M’nrahnl
von Hindenburg expressed doubt whether in any case an attack on Verdun
could succeed, and argued that if it failed, thua proving that t‘hu new
long-range guns were less formidable than had been stated, the Germans
would be discouraged and would be “deprived of the moral support, espe-
cially needed in the warfare against the Ruasian troopn.”
%‘ha Fiold Marshals, howover, were overrnled by the Kaiser, who

mente In Turchin non potes’ fare 11 minl-

| ehe Il barone von Schenck, Inviato tedesin

| her late home, a girder which supported

supported his son, and orders were
concentration.

OFFENSIVA GENERALE
SU TUTTE LE FRONTI
DECISA E IMMINENTE?

| 8i Dice a Roma Che il Momento |

E’ Opportuno per Assestare

Un Buon Colpo alla
Germania

—r = |
UN ATTACCO FRUSTRATOi

ROMA. 240 Fehbrnio |

Tori mein 11 Minlsters delln Gueren pubs |
blicava Il seguente rapporto del generale
Cadarnin elrea 1o sulin fronte
Halmauntrinea:

“Tatngn tuttn In fronte di battagiia Pat-
tivita' dell'nrtigllerin o statn ostacolatn
dnlle econdiglonl atmosferiche sfavorevoll

“Sulla collina di Santa Marin, durante
la notte dul 23 ul 24 Febbpalo, alouni
nostrl  repartl  avansatl  sorpresero |l
nemico mentes Infurlava unn tempesta ol
neve, Un reparto nemileo, wvestito d|
tunlche bianche per non esscre scoperto.
teantavn appunto 4l avvielnarsl nlle nostre
posigion| Quento reparto fu reapinto o
lumelo' nelle nostre tnanl moltl prigionlerl
@ sul terrenc moltl mortl.™

OFFENSIVA GENERALRE?

Telegrninmi da Potrograd dicons che |
runsi hnnno ripreso violentemente 'offon-
sivie nelin Gulizin o pelln Polonia o che lo
egar o &1 trova al auartiere generile
Dalla fronte baleanlen sl hanno pure no-
tizle che funno supporre immninente una
offenaivie degll nlleat], ed 1 comunicnti uf-
flodali italinnl danno notigin dl unn certa
riprean 4l attivita® sulle fronte alpina,
particolarmente In direzione di Levico, di
Trenta o dl Rovereto

Diora innanzl gl allent! sarannno com-
pletamente prontl per unn grande offensiva
genernle pu tutte le frontl, glacche' sembra |
opportune I momento dl assestire un
colpo nlla Germanln mentre guestpn ' im-
pegnntn nelln  ser offensiva contro  In
fortozen i Verdun, oo’ che da’ un van-
tagaio agil alleatd,

Terl un personngelo diplomutien espri-
mevi Vopindone che non o  Imposaibile
che |l mese dl marzo debba vedere la
declslone della guerra, ¢ che In ognl caxo
#nrn’ uno del meslt pla® memordbill di
ouests conflitto, Gl alteatl hanno orn li |
wuperiorita’ di vomint e 4 materinle s
tutte te frontl, comprese quelle del Balean!
e dell’Asia,

La Germanla, Invece, avendo trasferito
tutte le sue riserve alln fronta ocels
dentale non potra’ piu' mandare rinforsi
dove questl saranno necessaril, L'Austrin,
impegnntn nelln  Serbim, nel Monlenegro
od in Alhania, ed nttaccata violentemente
nelln Galizia ¢ nella Bucovina, #i trovera'
nella Impossgibllith" 4l mandire aiutl alla
Germanhie Davantl alla minaccla degll
anglo-frances! da Salonlcco, del rumenl
dnl Manulblo e della Russia dal Mar Nero,
In Bulgarin sarn pure nell'impossibilita
A1 essere dl nluto al suol allent], e final-

situazionn

mo sforzo, impegnata com” o o parare il
calpo tremendo che ha ricevito e riceve
dnd russl nell'Asin Minore,

Appunta per  tutte queste raglonl il
tempo dgambra proplale per Inlzlare l'of.
fenslva generale contro e coalizlone

austro-tidedon,
LA GRECIA TENTENNA?
Intanto #i ha qualehe fatto signifcante,
La Legazione greca o Noma smentiva che
Il ministro 4l Grecin o Softa aveva asal-
curato |l governo bulgaro che la (Trecin |
rimarra. neutrale anche ke | bulgarl at-
taccheranno Salonicco, Questn smontite |
&' consldernta come significante che |§
grecl non permetternnnc che | hulgarl per- !
tecipino nll'attocco contro Salonlcen
Un telegramma da Atene del resto dlco

nlla capitale greca, sl o' racnto a Monastir
donde procedern’ alla volta dl Bucarest.
Egll ha detto che la propagandn tedescs
In Grecia e' sclupata e che puo’ essers plu
profittevole altrove.

FUNERAL PANIC; FLOOR FALLS

Girder Breaks During Services at
Chalfonte—None Injured

CHALYONTIE, Ta., Feb 28 —While
funeral services for Mra. Abram L.
Ciargen, of Chalfonts, ware being held at

the floor of the room where the mourners
were assembled, collapsed. One hundred
persons and the canket were precipitated
midway o the cellar. *The girder bal-
anced on & meat table In the cellar, and
thin kept the party from falllng to the
foor, A panic followed Women and
children cried. Omne woman was tempos
rarily deranged.

The men, Including the Rev. Joseph
Ruth, of Line Lexington, and the Rav.
Abram Helstland, of Doylestown, gquleted
the excited women and children. ‘There
were ne injurles,

Marriage Licenses Granted at Elkton

BLKTON, Md., Feb 4. —Marriage
licenses weore lssuod In Elkton this morn.
ing to the following couples: Eisy Ford
and Ethal McCormick, Edward J. Con-
rad and Fmma B, Bauman, Joseph J. Barg
and Nathalie Herlon, Alfred J. Doyle and
Frunces M. Barber, Alexander Xomino!
and Margaret Lenderth, all of Philadel-
phin; Grant Rothrock, Rittersville, and
lda Stauffer, Allentown;: Raymond L.
Quay and Anna V. Bowen, Spring Olty,
Py, ; James B, Frazer and Mary A. Btoops,
Cowantown, Fa.; George 5. Bryan, North-
east, Md,, and Helen Buliock, Providence,

R 1; Frederick Santssialio ‘and Anna
Branca, Narristown, Pa.; Alexander 5
Albright and Lillle B Frats, Hatfield,

Fa. | George Arner and Minole E Spitece,
North Calassugus, Pa.
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IMPERILED VERDUN
“GATEWAY TO PARIS”;
STRONG LINK IN CHAIN

Menaced for Months by Long-
Range Cannon of Crown
Prince's Army, In-
trenched to North

BIG RAILWAY CENTRE

PATIIS, Feh, 26,

Verdin, tha gront fortroas on the Meouss
River, which ane of the greatest
battles of the war [ now ruging, s Known
iwn the “ghteway to Parin Tt Is o6ne of
a ¢haln of fortrerses Iying neromws eastorn
Franeo, the othern belng nt Belfort and
Fpinnl. The fort at Manbeuge, which wan
the northernmonst Hnk, was caplured by

the Germnns enrly In the war.

Before the war Verdun had a popula-
22,000, Tt Is aplit by the Meune
and also by a enanal which flows Into the
Mouse from the west, The clty s glrdled
by 21 forts, all of modern construction
and protected with the neaviest ordnance

nbout

in the French nrmy. The rollway lines
pass through Verdun, one from east to
weet, the other from north to south.  In

nddition, elght Important highwaye centre
there.  One-holf these run south nlong the
Meure to 81 Mihisl, where the Germans
hold o sallent on the west bank of the
rlver: another leads enstward to St. Mene-
hould and connects with the famous old
Ioman road; another swads through the
Argonne to the northwest, while othera
pans info a network of highways whiech o
in the Woevre district.

MENACHD FOR MONTHS,

Verdun hns been within eannon shot
af the battle lines since the Qerman drive

on Parls was halted nnd the Crown
Prince's army Intrenched (teelf north of
the ecity. It has been shelled by long-

range Gorman mortars and also by Ger-
man alr eraft, but had suffered littie from
thia fire.

The military tmportance of Verdun lles
chiefly In the fact that It Is one of the
few gootl prossing places on the Meuse,
It Ties on a range of hills, und the guns
of ita forts not only contral the Meuso
and lta beidges, but also the rallroads and
Important highways leading to the west
In order to advance through such country
un that surrounding Verdun, highways
are absolutely essentin), and If Verdun
could be taken the Germans would wo-
quire the roads,

The city In & pleturesque old place, with
ernoked, narrow streats and hstoric bifiid-
Ings.  Verdun holds an Important' place
in_ early Kuropean history, for, In the
treaty of Verdun In 843, the possession
of Charlemagne were divided among the
three grandsons, Lothiaire, Louls the Ger-
min and Charies the Bald, The French
and German members of the Empire were
never again united.

CITY 158 HISTORIC.

The city was enrly the seit of a blshop,
and remained froo nnd Imperial until 1652,
when it was taken by the French, al-
though It was not formally ceded to
France untll the peace of Westphalin, in
1648, by which Austrin gave up the three
famous bishoprics of Toul, Verdun and
Muts,

Verdun was bombarded by the Pusslans
in 1792 and, having surrendered after a
few hours, the inhabltunts accorded nn
amicable reception to the conquerers. The
Revolutionlsts recuptured the city after
the battie of Valmy. The city was agaln
bombarded by the Germans In 1870 und,
after w gallant reslstance of three weelis,
Wil caplured,

In the court of the Hotel de Ville, on
the east side of the Meuse, are four ean-
non presented to the city by the Frenoh
Government In recognition of ita brave
resistance to the Germans in the Franco-
Prusslan war,

The Cathedral of Notre Dame, on the
west side of the Meouse, dates back to the
cleventh century.

Three Lots Bought by Electrie Co.
The Phllndelphin Blectric Company has
purchused from Willlam G, Hill three
plots of ground each 25 feet by 16 foet;
on the horthwest side of Hartram uve-
nue, enst of Bth strect; o lot, 25 feet
by 162 feet, on the northwest aide of
Bartram avenue, east of Sith street:
and a plot of ground at k34 street and the
Chester HBranch of the Philadelphida and
Reading REallway, 107 feet by an Irregu-
lar depth, The asscsyed valuation of
the four Arst named lots Is $IT6 each,
and of the last named $450.

Deaf Mutes Dance to Vibrations

Three hundred members of the Philadel-
phia Divislon, Neo. 30, of the National
Fraternal Soclety of Deaf Mutes last night
held thelr third annunl dance In the parish
house of Al Bouls' Protestant Eplscopal
Home for Dieaf Mutes, 16th wirest and
Allegheny wvenus. They danced to munic
played by an orchestra, and one of the
guests made known that whils they oould
not hear the time beals they felt the
vibrutions

~ FARM AND GARDEN
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URGES TAX ON WEALTH,
INSTEAD OF POVERTY

New Yorker, in Address to City
Club, Suggests New In-
come Leviea

ALLIES P
BIG OFFENSIVE
ALL WAR FRO

Czar Opens Genera) H‘
ment by Heavy Operat]
in Galicia and Po)ang

A mddress urging the adoption of a
rapldly progreseive Fedoral Income itnx
to thke 20 per cent. of the taxable income
of those receiving more than §1,000,000
W year and the abolition of the prosent
emargency WiAr taxes was deliversd today
at a hinchean of the City Club of Philadel.
phin In the Real ¥Estate Trust Bullding
by Benjfamin €. Marah, of Now York city,
exectitive searetary of the Associntlon for
nn Equitabls Faderal Inoome Tax,

Mr, Marsh asrerted that the present ays-
tem of taxatlon In thin country was on
the buelg of "Toe him who halh shall bae
glven, and from him that hath not shail
e teken aveh that which ha pesmeth to
have.” He called attentlon to the fact
that the farme forestn, minen, oil fislds
and all of the large natural resources of
the country were owned and controlled by
nn extremaly smnll proportion of the popu.
Iatlon, and on thin basis challenged the
honasty of the prosent system of taxatlon
an practiced In the United Stntos.

Tao bring the force of hin aFguments
home to hin nudience Mre. Marsh spoke of
the situntion In this city as follown:

YA very small superdanx on the huns
dreds of millions of dollare of Innd valuoew
in Phlladelphin would mest any Inereascs
In the olty budget, nhd every man In thin

ACTION IN BALKANS 50

Simultannoua Campaj "
Planned to Take Advan

of Situation in France -

1

. HON '
Telogramn from muum\nJ atc:'? -

n violant resumption of off
onnive

Russinn  army In Guilloln n':
tnder personal eommand of the

Propirations for an Imiminany
aro nlso reported from ihe Palka
Itallan communiquen repoEt In
tlhvlt:,' on the Alpihe front, part
the direction of Lav o
Hovereto, gl b

From now ohward the Alllby
entirely rondy for a groat geneeal
e 1t seemud oppartune (o taks a

nudlence Knows that municipal expenal: | °F the German offensive agiisg
tures, including permanent mpiovaments, | 10 8trike slinultancously on all (hg
have benofited financinlly only o small | fronts d
percentage of the population here-—the A diplomatie parsanagn e

opinion today that the month of'
might declde the fate of the
any case It will be one of the'
eventful montha,  The Alllea are
In men and mnterinl on all fronts,
ing the Baikang and Asia. I ¥
Having transferred all Immsdinte
rerved 1o the western front, Qe 1
no longer able to send heavy relnfos
ments to othar fronts. 1)
Austrin, engiged In Harbia, Mi
and Albanio, and violently stbadksd
Galicla and Bukowina, will be u Y

owners of land, Tt 18 both unjust and une
nacessnry to keap rents high nnd Ihcrenss
the unenened profits of lund speculators by
tnxing bulldings"™

SHARP MISSIVE TO AUSTRIA
LIKELY ON PETROLITE CASE

State Department Replying to Re-
quest for More Data

WASHINGTON, Feb, 26-—The State | #end asslstance to the Germans, s
epartment today whas preparving addi- Bulgaria will he unable to ﬂnﬂd
tlonal data on the Austrian submarine | 8lstance In face of the Anglo-Féénch )

nco at Salonien, from Rumania, o
Danube, and Russin, on the Blask Sea’
Turkey I8 writhing under the |

blows of thea Russian attack In

PORTUGAL ON VERGE
OF WAR WITH KARE

Premier Declares Abrozaﬂua'

nttnek on the Standard O tanker Petro-
Hte In the Mediterranean lnst December,
The Austrian reply, now ln Secretary
Lapaing's hande, pleads for additlonal In-
formation. Thix will be completed soon
and it will be forwarded to Ambassador
Penfield at Vienna probably next weel.
It Is probable, It Is gald at the depart-
ment today, that & sharper miasive will
accompany the data.  In the answor now
in the Stite Departhient's hands, Austrin
I# understosd to have ece up the clalm
that the submarine comminder flred on

the Petrollte becnuse he thought the
vossel was trying to run him down, Treaty With Germany to
FARMERS TO TALK ON “SPUDS" National Interest +

Discussion Today on Best Brand for
Eastern Pennsylvania

LISBON, Feb 3
War between Portugal and’ G
I8 Imminent. Dr, Affonso  Acosta;
Premior, In o speech In the Cham
Deputies, todny declared that has
ored it in the best Interests of
to nllow the existing treaty with.
to lapse at once, He added that Ports
was prepured for any eventualities, Iy
cating that Portugal Is propared fof
Heventy German and  Austriag”
hoave beem selzed by the Portufess k

What are the hest potatoos to grow in
eastern Pennsylvania, and what has Penn-
sylvania done In adopting standord slzes
of baskets for fruit and vegotables?

Theso questlons will be answered at the
finnl session of the Fuarmers' lnstitute
Meeting for Thiladelphin County In Hop.
tleultural Hall at 2 o'clock this afternoon,

under the auspleos of the Pennayivania | tary and navil authorities n (s &
Hertleultural Soclety and the Florlsts' | other ports.  In addition German
Club of Philadelphin, Addresses will be | Austrian supplies are being conflscatbl
mnde by Prof. Frankiin  Menges, on The Premior has announced' (it
“Inwect Life in Agriculture”; M, H. Me- | forts were mado to destroy seven of ¢

German ships seized in this port.
A lurge quantity of axplodives
found on board the North German
liner Buelow, which hus betn fag
tioned by the Portuguess Gol.’lmmt
3o N i R
School Reopens in

The publle school'in Foléroft his ben
roopenesd  after huving been thand fo

Callum, on “Alfalfa™; J. Otto Thilow, of
Henry A. Dreer, Ine, on “Our Gardens,'
and John D. Herr, on “Injurious Insects
and Disenses of Garden Truck and Fleld
Crops.™

Rome Express Wreck Kills Nine
FLORENCE, Ituly, Fgbh, 206.—The IRome

express was deralled near Cortona toe B

day and nine passengers were killed and | about two weeks, following i oo

miny Injured. of measles.
STEAMSHIPS STEAMSHIPS

Under the Tropic Moo‘n.'_"

Down here the nights are balmy. The air is soft
with the perfume o? flowers and the spicy scents
of the tropics. Visit this lsland of Enchantment—

Porte Rico, Gem of the Caribbean. -
16-Day Cruise, $94.50 and up v [’ -
Including All Expenses Q

hatel, from New York
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Swedenborgian Borough a
Ly
Model Community
- l.‘
HE New Jerusalem settlement at Bl‘lm >

TAthyn is engaged in building a C&lbed"ltz:, 5

o Gothic lines, by old time methods. All i
E work is done by hand, and the structuré o

being ;éected at an“am';lg' expenlli::;" X
time money. is religious co :
endured, expanded, prmpered——and Wﬁ
of the newspapers for twenty-one years! .
story is intensely interesting, and in Sunday §
with sympathy and .




