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AT THE EARTHS (OR

BY EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS, AUTHOR oF TARZAN"

PREFACE
FiiB first place, pleass bear i1 mind
et [ do nwaot erpect yon to believe
k. Nor could yow wonder had
witnesged n rvecent experienca of
when, in the armor of blissful aml
dous igmorance, I paily narrated

d of it toa fellows of the Royal tfea- 1

il Bociety on the ovoasion of my lost
e (0 London,
%o would surely have thought that I
- peen detected dn mo lean a hetnoua
than the purloining of the crown
& from the Tower or putting polron
A4 coffee of soma king or other,
le eriiddite gentleman dn whouwl T con-
)
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Ued eongenled befora I was half throuph
Y @ all that savid him from exploding
Wy dronma of an honordary fellow-
rea poid wiedals, and a sicha in the Hall
Fame faded into the thin, cold alr of
g aretic atmoaphere,
pwt 1 believe the atory, and ss would
. and #o would the learned fellow of
Royal Geological Roctaty—had yon
Ae heard it from the lips of the man
igde fold it to mo,
Had you seen, as I did, the five of truth
i fhoae gray enes; had you felt the ring
of Mneerity in that gquict voica; had you
the pathon of ¢ all—ypou, too,
id believe.
oy would not have wnaeded the final
e proof that I had—the swird rham-
”mhrulrka creature whioh he had
ght baok with him.
wome upon him quite suddenly, and
jeas unerpectedly, tpon the rim of
Great Sahara, He wan standing be-
8 goatakin tant amid a elump of date-
within a tiny oasis, Cloxe by waa
Arad dovar of soma eight or ten tonts,
1 had come down from the north to
et Hon, My party consisted of a dozen
}
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of the desert; I woas the only

e man,
Ap wo approached the Httle clump of
wrdure | a0 the man come from hin
Chnt and with hkand-shaded oyes poer in-

iy at tis,
L4t slght of me he advanced rapidly to

Lo
i white man!” he oried. “May the
dod Lord bo praiaed! [ have boen
‘matehing you for hours, hoping against

joe {hat this time there would be a
L whto man.  Tell mae the date. What
Apear o 411
= dad when T had told him he staggored
@ (hasigh he had been atruck full in the

po that ho was compelled to grasp
slirrup loather for aupport.

t cannot be!" he cried, ofter a mo-
menl. “It connot Bul! Tell me that you
wre mistaken, or that you are but joking ™
U8 am telling pou the truth, wmy friend”
q replied.  “Why ahowld I deceive o
o nger, or atfcpt to, in ao J|impfﬂ a
wmatler 08 the dater”

o8 For soma time ho stoad in silonce, with
- hewed heud,

e yeara!” ke wmurmured at last,
\"Ten yeirs, and [ thought that at the
“moef it conid be scarce moras than one™
" That mipht ha told me hian story—the
‘sory tAat I glve gon &koro o nearly s
Me own worda ws I can racull thon,

 CHAPTER 1
Toward Eternal Fires

WAE born In Connecticul about 30
A YyeArS AgO My nama s David Innes.
Tam a graduate of Andover and Yale.
L My Mmiher wan & wealthy mine owneor.
When I wean 10 ho died. All his property
WS B mine when 1 had attained my
prity=provided that T had devoled

two yeirs Intervening In close appll-
ml to the great business I was to In-

I 4ld my hest to fulfil the last wishes
8 my parent—not because of the inherit-
Atk but because I loved and honored
By father. T'or a mlx months I tolled In
i mines and In the counting rooms, for
Sl whilied to know every minute detall of
ZI! businesn,

~ Then Perry Interested mo in his Inven-

# was an old fellow who had devoted
better part of a long life to the per-
lon of a mechanical subterranenn
pactor. As a relaxatlon ha studied
ontology.

I lookesd over hfs plans, Ustened to his
Miguments, Inspected his working models,
#ad then, convinced, I advanced the funds

: o construct a full-alzed, prac-
H progpector,

1 shall not go Into the detalls of iis

truotion-—it lles out there in the

L now—about two miles from here.

ROFrow you ay care to plde out and

- Roughly, 1t 1s a steel cylinder 100 feet

and polnted so thut it may turn snd

thraugh solld rock if need be. At

M08 end Is o mighty revolving Arill oper-

Mt by an engine which Parry sald gens

#rled more power to the cublo Inch than

Ay other angine did to the cubie foot. 1

Mmember that he used to clalm that thats

(Wvsntion alone would make us fabulously

thy—we were golng to muke the

thing publle after the successful

of our first secret trial—but Perry

} returned from that trial trip, and
Saly after ten years,

recall as It were but yesterday the

of that momentous occasion wupon

Sl Wa were to test the practicabllity

b that wondrous invention,

% Was near midnight that we repaired
® ths lofiy tower in which Perry had

Ueted his *tron mole," as he was
Lto call the thing.
Ereat noss rested upon the bare
of the tloor. Wo paased through
foora Into the outer jacket, sectired
And then prssing on into the cably,
B contpingd the controlling mechin.
Within the loner tube, switched on the
Brie Hghte,
SPerry looked to his gengrator; to the
tanks that held the " life-giving
Silguls with which he waa to manu-

. % [resh alr to replace that which

¥ fonsumed In breathing; to his instru-
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tar recording temperatures, spoed,

; nhall dis more
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dlstance, and for axamining the materinls

through which we wers to paos.

Ha testad the steering dovics, nnd overs
looked the mighty cors which (ranemitted
Ity marvelous veloclty to the giant drelll
AL the nose of Win atrange crafl.

COur sents, fnto which we strnpped otir-
rolves, were mo areanged upon tiansvarne
linrs thit we wouldl be upright whether
the eraft were plowlng her way down-
wnrd (nto the bowels of the entth, or rans
ning horlzontally along eomo grent seam
of conl, ar rising vertleally townrd the
furface agnln,

At longth all was realy. Perry bowed
hia head In prayer. For n momsnt wo
warn silent, and then the old man's hand
grasped the starting levor., Thers was n
frightful roaring beneath us—the giant
frame trembled and vibrated—thers was
n rush of wound as the loose sarth passod
up through the hollow space betwoeen the
Inter and outer Jacketa to be deposited
In our wake,

We weorn off!

The nolse wns deafening. The rensation
was frightful. For a full minute neither
of us could do aught but cling with the
proverblal desperation of the drowning
man to the handralls of our swinging
#eats. Then Perry glanced at the ther-
momaeter,

“Gad! he erled.
~nulek!
rend Tt

Thnt and the specdometer were hoth on
my side of the eahin, and ax I turned to
take n reading from the former 1 could
hear Perry muttering,

"Ten degrees rise,
sible."

Then T saw him
tho steering wheel,

As I finnlly found tho tiny needla In the
dim llight I transiatod Perry's evident ex-
citement, and my heart sank within me,
But when I spoke I hid the fear which
hnurnited me,

“It will be 00 feet, Perry,” 1 sald, "by
the time you can turn her into the horl-
zontal."

“You'd better lend me n hond then, my
boy," he replled, "“for I cannot hudge her
out of the vertieal alone, Heaven glve
thnt our combined strength may be equal
to the tnsk, for else we aro lost,"

I wormed my way to the old man's side
with never n doubt but that the gremt
wheel would yield on the instant ta the
power of my young and vigorous muscles.
Nor was my bellef mere vanity, for al-
ways had my physique been the envy and
despulr of my fellows,

And for that very reason it hand waxed
even greater than nature hod Intended,
glnea my nantural pride In my great
strength had led me to care for and de-
velop my body and my muscles by every
means within my power, What with hox-
Ing, football and baseball I had beoan in
trulning slnoe childhood.

And so It was with the utmost confl-
dence that 1 lald hold of the huge iron
rim; but though 1 threw every ounce of
my strength Into It my best offort was as
unavalling as Perry's hnd been—the thing
would not budge. The grim, [nsensate,
horrible thing that was holding us upon
tha atraight road to death!

At length T gave up the useloss struggle,
and without n word returned to my soat.
Thare was no need for words—at least
none thit I could imagine, unléss Perry
desired to pray. And I was quite sure
that he would, for he never left an oppor-
tlunity neglected where he might sandwich
in n prayer.

Heo prayed when he rose in the morning,
he prayed before he ate, he prayed when
he had fAnlshed enting, and before he went
to bed at night he prayed ngain. In be-
tween he often foungd excuses to pray,
event when the provocation seemed rilther
far-fetehed to my worldly oyes—now that
e was about to die T relt ponitive that I
phould witness a perfect orgy of prayer—
If one may allude with such & simlle to
a9 solemn an act

But to my nstonishment I dlscovered
that with death staring him In the face
Abner Parry was transformed Into a new
belng, From his lips there Howed—not
prayes—but a clenr and limpld stream of
undiiuted profanity, and It was all direct-
ed at that qulietly stubborn plece -of un-
rlelding mechanlsm.
T “1 should think, Perry,” 1 chided, "that
a man of your profeased rellglousness
would rather be at hia prayers than curs.
ing In the presence of imminent death,*

“peath!™ he cried, *“Dunth Is It that
uppals you? That ls nothing by comparl-
son with the loss the world must suffer.
Why, David, withia thia lron evlinder we
have demonsirated possibllities that scl-
encs has scarce dreamed. We have har-
nesssd n new principle, and with it ani-
muted a plece of ateel with the power of
10,000 men.

wrhat twoe llves will be snuffed out ls
pothing to the world ealamity that en-
tombs In the bowels of the sarth the dls-
coveries that I have made and proved In
the successaful construction of the thing
that is now carrying us further I.I'ld“ﬂ-il'-
ther toward the elernal central fires.

I am frank to admit that for mysalf I
was much more congerned with our own
immediate future than with any problem-
atical lo@s which the world might be
about to sulfer. 'Tho world was st least
lgnorant of its hereavement, while to me
it was & real and terribie actuality.

wWhat cun we do?’ 1 asked, hiding my
perturbation beneath the mask of & low
and Jevel volce,

“We may stop here, and dle of asphyx-
jation when our atmosphere tanks are
empty,” roplled Perry, “or we may con-
tinue o with the ulight hope that we
may later sufticiently deflect the prospect.
or from the vertical to carry Us along glm
are of p great cirele which must eveut-
ually return us to the surface.

“it we succeed ln sb doing belore we
roach the higher luternal temperature we
may yet survive. Thers would scem (o
nie 1o be about one chance in several mil-
llon that we hall succsed—otherwise we
quickly, but no more sures
as though we Bat supregely walt-
he torture of & élow aid horrible

“It eannot he ponaible
What does the distance meter

It cannaot ba pos-

tug frantically upon

Iy than
Ing for t

jeath.'* .
‘.l glanced at the thermometer It reg-

10 degrees, While wo were Lalk-
:'::[r::el:nghty fron mole bad bored its
way over a mile into the rouk™of the

‘s cruat.
‘“‘fi:{-ul continue om, then, I reull'ol!.
“it shanald sov be over at this rate. You
nuver luthmated that the speed of thl'.l
thing womid be so high, Perry., Didu't

y ?&:?’0:. i 4 "% “HM notl m ure
the spesd exactly, Tor e lnstro-

ht wer of
mend. B Soncd: haweper, that

ey s Siss s
-, Y - en .
h-m‘r?él e’uﬁ'ﬁd , as Fsat with
my eyed U the distance weter. "How
ihick s & earil's eruat, Perwy?” |

hed.
“?‘1'&1" e nimost as
that

e

many coalectures L
et vl |

ROMANCE THRIVES WHEREVER THERE IS LIFE. THIS FUNDAMENTAL FACT BRIDGES A
GAP OF PERHAPS MILLIONS OF YEARS IN CIVILIZATION AND BRINGS TOGETHER A MAN
OF THE OUTER WORLD AND A WOMAN OF THE STRANGE LAND AT THE EARTH'S CORE

Tearing open his shirt, I placed my ear to his breast * * * His heart was beating quite regularly.

the most refractory substances at that
distance beneath the surface,

“Another finds that the phonomena of
preceasion and nutation require that the
earth, If not entirely solld, must at lenst
huve n shell not lesa than 560 to a thou-
siing miles in thickness. So there you
are. You muay tuke your cholee”

“And If It should prove solid?" T asked.

“It will be nll the same to us in the
ond, David,"” replled Ferry. “At the beat
our oil fusl will suffice to carry us but
three or four days, while our atmosphere
cannot last to excedd thres. Nelther,
then, I suficlent to bear us In aafety
through 8000 miles of rock to the antip.
odea.”

“If the crust Ils of sufficlent thickness
we shall come to a final atop hetween
600 and 700 milea benenth the earth's sur-
face; but during the last 150 miles of our
journey we shall be corpses. Am [ cor-
ractY”" I aaked.

“Quite correct,
ened ™

"l do not know, It has all come so
suddenly that 1 mcarce belfeve that elther
of va realize the real terrora of our pa
nitfon, I feel that I should be reduced
to panle; but yet I am not. I lmagine
that the whock hsa been so ¥réat us (o
sltun our sensibilities.”

Arain I turned te the thermometer. The
mercury was rising with leas rapidity, It
was now bul I degreon, although we
had penetrated to' s depth of nearly four
milea. [ told Perry mmd he smilad,

“We have shattered abe theory at
feant,” wus his oply comment, and then
he returned (o his xelf-assumed occupas
tion of Nuantly cursing the steering whael

1 onoe beard a phale awear, but hils
beat alforts would have seemed lko those
of & tyro alongelde of Perry's manterfuy
gl sclentitie imprecations.

Onee mora 1 tried my hand at the wheel,
but 1 might as well have sasayed to
swing the earth ltsell. At mypsuggestion
Perry stopped the geterator d as we
came 40 reat 1 ugein threw all my strength
inte & supreme offort Lo move the thing
evet 4 halr's breadth, but the reapits
wero as barten as Whem we had been
traveling sl top speed.

I shook iy beald sadly, sad motionsd
Lo the starilng lever. Porry pulled it to-
ward him, whd once again we ware plung-
ing downward toward eternity at the rate
of seven miles wn hour. I sat with my
eyed glued to the Lhermometer snd the
distance meter. The mercury was rialng
very slowly now, though even ab 14§ de-
sreed It was almost unbearabls within
the nasrow confines of our metal priscn.

Aboul noon, or I} houss

David. Are you fright-

For several hours we hiad not spoken
except as hoe nsked me for tho readings
of the Instruments from time to tme,
und I announced them,

My thoughts wera filled with wvaln re-
grete. I recalled numerous acts of my
past life which 1 should have been glad
te have had a few more years to lve
down. There was the afalr In the Latln
Commons at Andover when Calhoun and
I had put gunpowder In the stove and
nearly killed one of the masters. Angd
then—

But what was the useT I was abaout
to die and stone for il these things and
several more. Already the heat was auf-
flclent to give me & foretasta of the here.
after. A few more degrees and I should
lose consclousnhess.

“What are the readings now, David?™
Perry's volce broke in upoen my sombre
rellectiona,

“Ninety milss and 161 degrees,” I re-
Pphied,

“Gud, but we've knocked that 30-mile-
erust theory Into & cocked hat!'' he cried
gleafully

“Precious lot of good It will do ua' 1
growled back.,

“"But, my boy," he continued, “doesn't
that temperasture reading mesn anything
o you? Why, It hasn'L gono up in six
milea Think of it, son!"

“Yes, I'm thinking of It,"" 1 answered;
“but what difference will It make when
our alr supply I8 exhausied whether the
temperature (8 153 degrees or o hundred
and Nfty-thres thousand? We'll be jJust
as dead, and no one will know the differ-
ence, anyhow.'"

But I must admit that for some unae-
countable reascn the stalionary lempera-
ture did renew my wanlng hope. What I
hoped for I could not hava explainad, nor
digd 1 try. The very fuct, w3 Farry took
palns to explaln, of the blusting of sev-
eral very exact and learned aclentific hy-
pothesey made It apparent thut wa could
not know what lay before us within the
bowels of the earth, and so0 we might
coptinue to hope for the beal, at leasl
until we were doad—when lope would o
longer be essentlal to our happiness

It was very good and logical reascning,
and so | embraced L

At 100 mlles the tamperature had dropped
to 1684 degrees! When ! snunounced It
Perry reached over and hugged me

From then on untll pocn of the secend
day It continued to drop until It became
a8 un I¥ eold aas It bad before
betn unbesrably hot. At & depth of #
miles our nosirilsa weseo wssailed by al-
mose OVEIPUWring smmonla futied, and
the I.unmnsun bad dropped to i below
I

We suffered bearly two hours of this
intense sad bitter opld, wutll st
3 wmiles frem the surfuce of

entorad & stratum of u';ﬂ

| v

ammonin-im-
tha mercury

nnather meries of
prognated strata, where
aguln fell to 10 below

Blowly It rose once more untll we were
convinced that at last we were nearing
the molten interlor of the earth.

Av 000 the temperatura  hod
renched 152 degrees, FPeverishly 1 watched

the thermomeler, SBlowly It rose. Peorry
lind consed® ainging and was ut last pray-
| Ing.

Oupr hopes had received
blow that the grodually
snemed to  our  distorted
much greater than |t really was, For an-
other hour | saw Lhat pltiless column of
morciury rise and rise untll at 410 miles
It stood at 163 degrees, Now it was that
we begun to hang upon those rendinga In
almost breathiess unxiety.

One hundred and Afty-three degreea had
been the maximum temperature gbove the
lee strptum. Would It stop at this polnt
aguin or would it continue Its mercileas
alimb? We knew that there was no hope,
and vel with the persistence of life Iteelf
wa continued hope agailnst practical
carteinty

Already the uwir tanks were at low ebb;
there wias barely enough of the preclous
Kised to satstain us for another 12 houra.
But would we be allye to know or care!
It seemed Incredible,

At 43 miles [ took another reading.

“Perry!" 1 shouted. “Perry, man! She'a
going down! She's going down! Sho's
U2 again,™

“Gad!" he cried. “"What can It mean?
Can the earth be cold at the centre?

“I do not know, Perry,” 1 answered.
“But thank Heaven, H I am to die. it
ahall not be Ly fAre—that In all that ]
have feared. 1 can face the thought of
any death but that.*

Down, down went the mercury gntil It
stood us low as it had seven miles from
the surface of the sarth, and thepn of »
sudden the reallzation broke upon us that
death was very near,

Perry was (ho Srst to discover it. | saw
him fussing with the valves that regulate
the alr supply,
begau to experienge diMculty in breath-
ing. My bhead felt digzy, my limbs heavy

I saw Perry crumple in hla seal, He
gave blmselt a shike and sat erect aguln,
Than be turned toward mes

"“Good-by, David,” he sald. "1 guess
this ls the end,” and then he smiled and
closed hls oyos.

“Good-by, Perry, and good luck to you,"
I saswered, amiling back at him. But 1
fought off that awful lethargy. 1 was
very young: I did not want lo dle.

¥or an hour 1 battied against the crusily
enveloping death that sarveunded me
upon all sides. At Hrmt T found that by

into the framework above

me 1 could more of the nmu life-
: and for & whils thaso

' ot

1
| Ing Into

a death
ing hoat

such
Incre:

to

| the

| budged,

| dense
| maas

{ that we

[ the i

realization that T could no longer carry on |

this
talile.
With my lust filckering ray
nelousness I turned mechanleally toward
digtant meter. It stond at exaoctly
0 milea from the earth's surface—and
muddenly the huge thing that bora ua
came to n stop

The rattle of hurtling rock through the
hollow Jncket censed, The wild racing of

unequal struggle agalnet

af con-

Imaginationsa |

the glant drill betokened that It was run-
ning loose |n alr—and then another truth
Npshed upon me Thoe point of the pros-
pector wnd nbove us.

Slowly It dawned on me that since pass-
ing through the lcs atrata it had
above, We had turned in tha lee and sped
upward toward the earth's crust,

Thank God! We were anfe!

I put my nose te the intiake pipe through
which snmples wera (o have beon taken
during the passage of the prospector
through the #arth, and my fondest hopes
were realized. A flood of fresh alr was
pouring Into tue iron cabln

The reaction ~ft ma in n state of col-
lapse und I loat conaclolisnona,

CHAPTER II
In a Strange World

WAS unconucious lttle more than an
Iinr.-lnn!. for ns I lunged forward from
the eroas-beam to which I had been cling-
Itg and fell with & crash to the floor o
the cabin, the ahock brought me to my-
moll,

horrified at the thought that upon the
very throabhold of salvation he might be
dead

Tearing open his shirt, 1 placed my dar
to his Lreast,

lief; bis boart was beating quite regsinmy

Aboul the sume time ||

kerehdef, alapping W smartly across his
forehead and foce soverdl thineda In a mo-
ment I was rewarded by the raluing of
bia syollda

For a time he lay wide-eyed and quite
uncumpretisnding. Then Lhis scattered
wits slowly foregathered, and he sal up
sulifing the wir with an espreasion of won-
dermant upon hla face.

“Why, David," he aried st lust, “it’'s alr,
ks aure us | Mve, Why—why, what o
It mean? Whoere In ¢ L Are
What has happensd ™

It means that we're back at the sur-
fuoe pll right. Perry,” T orled; “bul where,
I don't konuw, 1| bhaven't cpened ber up
¥ei. Hewa o busy reviving you, Losd,
m:'. but }'qu‘..hnd & close nu&k_*

" b iu back #urfaca,
?:vu. How that .i‘-. How

vs [ kee o -

the inevi- |

hesn |

|
?
4

I could huve gried with ra- |

At the waler tunk | wethed my hand- |

- i
us Inntead of below, We diIn't notles if
nt the thine, bBut T eecall It now."™ -

"You mean to say that wa tarnsd bask
In the jce stratum, David? That Ia nok
pansible The prospector oannol Lurh
timless (ta nose s deflectod If the nose
werne deflected from the outhlde—by some
oxternnl force or reststance-the steoring
whet! within would have moved In res
sponge, The peering wheel was not
nvid, since we #inried, Yon
know that."

Il know [k but hera we wers with
aur deill raeing In pure alr, and coplous
valiimen of it pourlng Into the eabin.

"Wa couldn't have turned In the loe
mtentiom, Derey, I know as well an you,"™ 1

| ropliod; "but the faet remaine that wa did,

for here we are this minute at the sars
foeg of the earith ngnin, and I am Eoing
out to ses Just whore**

I ylanced at the ehronometer,

“Hnlf after twelve, We have been out
UEs, #o It munt be midnight. Never-
the I'm golpg to hova o ook at tha
blessod sky thot I hnd given up all hops
of ever scelng agnin,” and so saying I
iifted tha bara from the lnner door and
swung It apen, There was quite A quans
tity of looss material in tha jaoket, and
this I had to remove with n shovel to get

L at the apposite door in the ouler shell,

In n short time | hnd removed enough
of the earth nnd roek to the floor of tha
eabin th exposs the door hieyond, Perry
winl directly behind me ns 1 thiew it opémn
The upper half was above the surface of

| the ground,

With an expression of surprise 1 turned
and looked nt Perry. It was broad day=
Heht without! !

“Something seoms to have, gona wrong
either with our enlculations or the chre-
nomeler, 1 anld,

"erry. nhook his head; there wias &
airangoe expression In his eyoes,

“Liot's have n look beyond that door,
David,” he eried,

Tagether wa stepped out to stand In
sllent contemplation of & landscape nt
onca welrd and beautiful,

Before us a low and level shora
stratched down (o a aflent aca. 50 far as
the eye could reach the surface of the
water waa dotted with countless tiny lales

some of (owerlng, barron granite rook,
others resplendont In gorgeous teappings
of tropleal vegetntion, myrvind starred
with the magnlfieent splendor of vivid
bloamas,

Behind us rose a dark and forbldding
woid of glant arborescent ferng Intermin=
gled with the commoner types of o prime-
val tropieal forest. MHuge ereepers des '
pended in grent Joops from treée (o tree,
underbrush overgrew a tanglrd
of fallen trunlks and branches,
pon the outer verze wo could see the
uatne splendld eoloring of countless blogs
womy that glorifled the lalands, But within
the dense nhadows nll scemed dark and
gloomy nn the grave,

Arnd Lpon all the noonday sun poured’its
torrid riys out of a l'I{I\Il!]I‘]'H nly.

“Where on eirth ean we be?" 1 asked,
turning to Perry.

For some moments the old man did not
reply. Ho atgod with bowed hend buried
in deep thought. Tiut at Iast he spoke.

“"David," he sald, "I am not &0 sure
are on earth.'

“Whit do you mean, Perry?™ 1 erieds
“Do yvou think that we are dend, and that
thin {s heaven?*

Flo smiled, and turning polnted to the
nose of the prospectar proiruding from
id b onr bhicka, 1

g for 1 Davld, T might bellove
that W d come Lo the country
Beyand the Styx, The prospector rendars
that theory untennble. Tt certainly vould
naver have gone to heaven. However, 1
nm owilling {0 concede that wo may actils
ally Lo In another werld from that which
" v known, If we are not on
eart thieve k8 every reuson to belleve
that we may be In v

“We mny have quartered through the
envih's crust and come oul Uupon  Soma
troplenl Island of the West Indles," I sug-
gested.,

Agkain Perry shook his head

“Let us wialt and geo, David,'" he re-
plled, “and In the meantime supposs wWe
do a Wt of exploring up and down the
coast. Weo may find a native who can
enlighten us.**

Az we wilked nlong the beach Parry
gazed long and earnestly acroas  the
water. Evidently he was wrestling with
& mighty problem

“Pavid,” he sald abrupty, "do you pers
celve anything unusual ubout the
horizon?**

A 1 looked T begun to appreciate the
renson for the strangencss of the land-
senpe that had haunted me from the frst
with an llusive suggestion of the bizarre

nd unnatural—there wos no horizon!

Bo fur na the eye conld resach out to
pett the gen continued and upon its bosom
flouted tiny lalanda, those in the distancs
reduoed to mers specks! but ever beyond
them was the sea, untll the impresalon
becams quite real that ones was lookibie up
at the most distant point that the eye
coule fathom—ibe distance was lost In the
distanee,

Thuat wwas all There was no t‘.’h
out horizontal line marking the top of
the globe below the line of vwislon.

A great Hght Is commencing (0 Upenl
continped Perry, taking out his
1 bualleve that I have partially
polvid the riddle, It 1a now 3 o'clock.
When we emerged from the prospector
g mun was directly above us. Where in
It now?"

I gluncad up to And the great arb atill
maotlaniess in the centre of the heavans,
And such & sun' | bad searce noticed it
before. Fully thrice the pize of the sun
I had Yinown threughout my life, snd ap-
parently 5o near that the sight of It cars
ried the convietion thet one might almost
rench up and touch I

“My Ood, Perry, where are we™ I
excinlped. “This Lhing is commenciag
1o get on my nerves"

(CONTINUED IN MONDAY'S
EVENING LEDGER)

we hnve alwa

onh me'*
watdh

My Nrat concern was with Parry, 1 was N TA\RY /Yrror

L l‘:: s




