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“What of Philadelphia’'s Wreath for Shakespeare?

HAT is Philadelphin to do for Shakespeare? New York has a huge
sgeant under way, which will ulilize the talents of Percy MacKnaye,
rban, Robert E. Jones and thousands of performers. HBoaton plana
loor production of “As You Like 11" and & session of verbal -:‘vh‘-l\rntmrl-
¢ Boston Opera House—all with the co-operation of city and State au.
At the least, Chicago will have the joint appearance of William
: and Margarct Anglin in “Romeo and Juliet.” Even the much
atod movies are nctive. They will introduce Bir Herbert Tree an o screen
h nnd give a sure-enongh, “speaky” production of “Julins Caesar™ ont

with a really all-star cast, But what of Philadelphin? .
Bo far, three weeks before the tercentenary date, the only whisperings of
raise for the greatest of dramatic poets come from “-,‘n!lr'rm'l amateurs
rtain public spirited citizens, some of them authorities of the l-mvnr‘nﬂs‘ nf
2 Pennsylvania, are enlisting the aid of such groups as the Plays und Players
i the Stage Society in the presentation of virious scenes and fm‘w.-hcs from
r. et kespeare's plays. There is barely time for proper preparation of s\_tull n
’ modest program: but if the city eares to follow the lead of New York and
B give a large and fitting celebration out of doors, there is atill a good month
B ahd & half bofore the time when weather conditions are thoroughly depend.
able. Why not a real ¢ffort at a commemoration mildly worthy of the much
fdolized poet?
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“War Prosperity” in the Theatre
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"The Christian (Barla Willams and
1 Edith Stovay).

The end of the season approaches and Duluth is worried over what the |

Hetrald nsks

The Duluth

’ h been plensed to send her.
L M g Lo In this theatrical gonson

editorially: “Is the stage going out of husiness? .

date,” it continues, “Duluth has had twelve attractions, with only a few more

o come; not counting some unforgivably unclean 1-1;:-11_4.1111». In

yegponding period twenty years ago there were nearly five times as many.

“What is (ﬁe answer? The films, of course.” ] .

i ¥ Maybe 80} maybe not. Any way, other citics have felt the pinch.

88 these late spring weeks, when “Come to Bolhiemina,” “The Wooing of

S0 #The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come” and “Paganini” have come

; sight, Philadelphia has been inclined to carp at its fortuncs,

. EI'Tlt: future, however, is not so black for the producers as ]
months ago. Then the bottom scemed to have fallen out of the rond and Broad-
way was a risky place. For next scason only one producing company promises
plays to the one-night stands. But at New Year's came “war plrnst--:“lt::
with a vengeance. According to the “inside dope' of the “profession,” "any
play could make money on Broadway.” The cheery affluence ‘spread to the
road. People of the upper middle class had money for something more than
movies. Itpthv “nrosperity” keops up, the Duluth Herald needn't worry about
the stage. But it can still think a bit about Duluth's share of amusement.
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Novelties from Stock

If Philadelphia has suffered a bit this vear for novuhi_rz: in its major
theatres, it certainly fared well as to stock performances. Not only hag the
eity rejoiced in two organizations where one has too often been the rule, but,
more than that, they have presented a goodly number of plays wholly new to
Philadelphin. To mention those that come casually to mind, the ‘\mrrriv‘:\n
introduced “The Woman He Married” and the Knickerbocker put on “The
Natural Law” and “Inside the Lines.” Next week the American gives “Her

g

Own Money.” In the near future the Knickerbocker will show us “The Brute” |

and “Kick In.” If any complaint is to he made of this happy display of en-
terprise, it is only that it doesn’t go further. The stock companies might give
us absolutely untried plays, local dramas, such as Mr, McKean's “The Secre-
tary,” which amateurs are soon to show us. But, at any rate, we have been
well served this year by our stock houses.

Star-strewn Commonplaces
When it's to be an all-star cast, why docs the manager always pick out a
“fivver’? Granted an “aggrogation” of famous players that probably won't

act half so well as a closely knit ensemble of lesser lights, but that will draw |

money into the box office “sight unseen,” then why pick a play that needs
?7 Or, If we are ready to pay our

i " " "
every ounce of postible help to “get over™’
dollars to see the stars in a plece that doesn't carry the hallmark of popular

y isk n somi-failure of re y L) "W 8, why throw
fame, why not pick a semi-failure of real worth? In other words, why i
lei:: Tempest, Bruce .\lc}{:u-,‘!’h,\'lhn Nielson-Terry, Montagu Love, Jeanne |

Eagels, Charles Cherry and Grahame Browne into Haddon I'hu_ythvrs'
silly old “Idler,” and carn the critics’ hoots and the public’s indifference? How
much more amusing to “put over' a bit of poor Yundramatic” Ibsen or en-
Bance the popularity of the already too popular Mr. Shaw?

What'’s in a Feature?

: ‘A short time ago the EvENiNc LEDGER had something to say on the
~.futility of producing five-part features and nothing but five-part features,
as most of the big photoplay compunies are doing. _I:‘-nw‘v.nm-.-s George .l\l{'ll‘li‘.
the new president of the reorganized General’ Film Corporation, with the
following sapient definition of a feature:
A fAlm subject of extraordinary popularity, widespread appeal and indis-
Longth a mere detail. It may be one reel or ten,
K. M.

putable box oMee vilue,

I"hl.lck and wing” dance, ‘This =0 fanci-
nated the little Texuns girl that she took up
“huck and wing” dancing, tn the horror
of all the good people of El Paso, who
while they might stand for such dancing
on the stage, could not tolerats tha iden
of one of their own town children daing
such a thing.

Despite the comments and eriticlsm.
however, Mian Sawyer eontinued to study
dancing, and soan gave'up the "bueck and
wing' for the more artistic toe-dancing.
first introduction to Broadway was
n n member of the chorus of a big
musical gshow, where she finally attracted
nttentlon and was engaged w8 dancing

Little Eva “Buck and
Winged"” Joan Sawyer
on the Stage i

It might seem strange to assoclate Joan
Bawyer and her dancing with the role of
in “"Upele Tom's Cabin’ an
b e played by o member of a repertolre com- | Her

pany on the “one-nighters” In Texas and
the South, But If It had not been for the |

3 armance of “Unale Tom™ that Miss [ partnar of Maurice, who at that time whs
Ry Dertorm itneased l! s+ home town of 1_.1! Now York's dancing crare. Miss Sawyer
SRSaer withessad In. hor‘hame town ! | progressed with the rise of dancing and
Pneo, she might still be pounding the key-, quickly galned distinotlon in the Neld as

a typewriter Instend of creatin n creator of dancing. Now shs has the
™ of & Lypewr g |
an. f soiety’'s fad roputation of belng one of the mest bonu-

SR SOEL BOTISLY'R. T8 tiful waltzers in America

Miss Sawyer, who comaes
Keith's Thoatre naxt week, had alwayn
been fond of dancing as a child, taking
after her parents, but It was not until
aftar she had aeen thes crude poerforme-
ance of Little Eva that she decided to
become a professionnl dancer, The Littls |
Bva of the play, after she had ascended |
to Heaven, appeared upon the stage and !

i-' Little Eva

B

to. B. F.

Where the Movie Hits

The cheap-priced moving-pie-
ture show reaches down to the
workingmen, and there it is doing
its big work.—J. Stuart Blackton,

did what is known by professionals as ai

h

“THE LITTLE SHEPHERD"” REALIZED AT LAST

re we have the small hero of John Fox, Jr.'s novel and Eugene
alter's ¥y, us he am:.ur- in the ordinary everyday clothes of
Jack Davis and also in “big" moment when he cries, “Now [ got
ack like & man!™ “The Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come" will

be seen at the Adelphi next week.
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Virginin Peatson, the Fox player, is cultivating a new fashion. It
i8 the silhouette-portrait heauty spot. Here she is with her own
shadow picture firmly affixed to her left check.
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Musical Comedy | A Mile a Minute

6 BIG ACTS AND PICTURES
BEGINNING MONDAY NIGHT

LYRIC MATINEES WED, & SAT.

A MUSICAL SPRING-TIME TREAT
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VALLECITA'S LEOPARDS
Gregtest Anlmal Aet In the Warld

HARRY & EVA PUCK, DENSEE & BAIRD

MARY MELVILLE, GASTON PALMER
SELIG-TRIDUNE PFICTURES

C“ENLICH ALLEIN' as Played So Triomphantly In Vieonn and Dudapest
¥

i
FRANZ LEHAR
Composer of “The Merry Widow.” Direet from its Long Run in New
York With Same Siellar Cast,
ATWELL, HARRY CONOR, LETTY YORKE, BETH LYDY,
MABEL WEEKS, JMIRIAM FOLGER, EDWARD
MULCAHY, OLGA BRITTON
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JOHN CHARLES THOMAS
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Pop. $1 Mat. Thurs.—Reg. Mat. Sat,
THE MESSRS. SHUBERT PRESENT:

THELITTLE SHEPHER
WS,

A STORY OF THREE LITTLE WAIFS
A BOY, A GIRL AND A DOG
In Four Acts by
EUGENE WALTER
Founded on the Book by John Fox, Jr.
Tears and Laughter for Young and Old
All the Beauty: all the Power; all the Charm of
the *Trail of the Lonezome Pine,” by the
same authors
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