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OF TAXES

BY CITY COUNCIL; PLEA TO MAYOR

Pram Pape Mme
methods, Chatrman Oaffney, tn his

i
ay, It not all, of the wugeestlons and
tions that T #hall make for
Jeginlntive ald, you have heard be-
Even though this ba (rus, thers
16 be no good reason why we should
. fvely re-anlist In sipport of tham,
- t Philadelphin may make hersalf
anfl felt ain in liarriaburg next
Semanding just, full and fair lagis.

to tha front and Aesnanding

ton, perhaps becauss it afeots

estate, or due 10 the r:mublemu of

glaim, In the agitation for & new wys-

of real ostats amessment. [ think

proper, upon the threshold of my

o of this Important subject, o

t whstever 1| may have o say la

' as an alffront te the present

4 sol of the Poard of ﬂ.wm?
4 What 1 have to say I woul

o of who composed the board

‘gay It becauss 1 think It is right

4 objection in to the aystem. [ recog.

as neither Democratie hor Programive

» om wWhich removes and sels up, as

far aimost as concsivalble from the public

1. a department of government that next

1ife iteelf doals with & citizen's donrest

fon—nhis home, A system which,

recelving the funds necsasary for it

mnee, I8 naither subjecl nor ARawerabie

to the peopls nor thelr elected

tatives In the axscutive and legis-

branches of the municipal govern-

"

ative

*1 am not now advancing an & subatitute
{ha present system any one of the known
4 and modern forms for aasessing real
189 nor sntering Into & contgoversy with
renont Board aa to thelr relative mer-
“”;:ﬂm!o purposs At this time Ia to
faote, from which you may draw your
conclusions as to the necemsity for a
It = contendsd by some that a
will add no naw revenus Lo the city,
sause, they say, !f you raise the assoms-
ment in one direction you must lower it In
Ipnother and the sum total will therefore
| e about the same as now.

“1 am not ready te My amen to that
atlon, for 1 verily belisve that a read-
ont of assessmants upon a proper basis

wil*add much to the ¢ity's present revenua,
a after all, that In & secondary cofaid.
geation,. What wa are striving for pri-
n s equalization of taxation, so to
ptats the foregoing contenmtion la but to ad-
yaneo the Most cogent reason for a changs.
Jf the burden of taxation falis equally upon
L gvery one, who can justly complain?
wgut no man should be compelled to
pear ony part of his naighbor's munieipal
shligations. And this he | obliged to do
when his property Is overassessed while
S that of his nelghbor is underassessed. If
"gll real estate Is properly, equitably and
justly assessed, the tax rate, whatever It
may be, descends equally upon all, the
Mg a8 wall ma the lttle fellow, both stand
squally upon the same common ground, and
paither can complfin.
L "But, unfortunately, that is not the rule
goday, for It Is common knowiedge that
"hﬁr, many two and throe-story houses In
gl parts of our ety are assessed up to their
full value, and In mAny INMANces Over,
while real estate in the oentral and outlying

@itricts in grosaly underassessed. This s

r falr nor legul, and 1 don't blame

fellow who is hurt for ‘kicking.*
RECENT RECORDS

"ot mo note A few Inmtances for your

L sonsideration, taken at random in different
L mectionn of our eity, of record salee made, 1
' am Informed, within the Iast féw months.
“730 North Broad wstreet, assessed Aat

10800, mold for $25,000,

B "2 North Broad street,
L #12.000, seld for 930,000,
"Bullding, southwest corner Hroad and
-?ﬂn stretts, 50 by 87 feot, assessed ot
()

Anseaned at

000, wsold about four months ago for
000, resnld within & few wooks to pros-
ol owner for §80.000
“Promises southenst corner Broad and
Poplar streets, lot 24 by 60 feet, nasessed
AL §12000, pold recently for $18.800, as in-
‘dicated by the amount of revenus stampe
L an the deasd
"Factory and wheds, 2321:23-26 North
U American Btreet, asschsed at §8000, recently
L mold at u price not Mselosed, but subject to

dermang WA mads e ¥
;L-r-m“ e by hmm‘m
the waseanments wor YHA & resoit that
. Wars oorrect (0] n-
ot twanty-sevan per cant in nn:';*ﬂr

HIam smtrivo PRICES

} ware 11,070,000, whareas the e=iling
Prices actually paid for the properties se
:'l':'-ll. when sold, amounted te ’
RASesemanin were B4 per cent
::ﬂn:r the melling prices, and the sfective
vyt t‘m, therefors, 81 canta, instend of
‘.”r f\'o&hor remarkabie illustration of
- SClIVe system in also found in that
"o Address, or what happens to the ey

Whan It has to bay for its T pUrposes.
Mn November, I%11, by ordinancs ocer-
lon, smbracing the west wide
reet, from 100 o Cherry
« And almost all of the south wlide of
Cherry street, west to Seventesnth wirest,
Were placed upon the aity plan.  Prior to
:'r‘l:“cmntucnmnto nction, the total assess.
Of these properties was §154,000
I:nrlumnlch- Aflar boing placed upen the
l;l‘! plan, the Board of Revigion of ThaXes
inmpﬂ! the total aasessment to 5245500 or
';nrn thirty<thres and one-third par cent to
e hunired per cant, while they per-
n‘ﬂ.lt-d the Arscsaments of the properties on
Cherry street, from Mixtesnth street eant
to Fifteenth street, nearer to Droad strect
l]t;'r:-mlln absolutely the ssme from 1911 1o
I need hardly take the time 1 elte canes
of overamsessment in Philadelphia L |
\?rrtl to send out & twenty-four hour call
for all realty owners s assemble at my
;:‘I'Ec- Or at City Hall who have sold or now
Md properties assessed for mere Lthan thay
recelved or In now offered for them, 1 wager

& small-sized army would respond.

SYSTEM PECULIAR'TO CITY

“Unller the pressnt ayetem, unknown
sirowhere, nelther the Mayor nor Counolis
have anything to do with It except pro-
Yide the monoy for I sxistence Theay
have not even the powsr (o Investigate
the Board of Reviston of Taxen. The SHyu-
Prome Court of our Stats, In the oase of
Bellg va. Philadeiphia, 213 Pa. 100 (1011),
declared that that was virtually the effect
of the Act of March 14, 1585, ¥ 1. 350
and Its supplements, I

“By news of ARsambly in all the sseond
and third class eitfes of thin Stata the entire
aksessing machinery is regulated by (Coune
clle.  Personally, | cannot see why this all
Important branch of aur mrn cipal life
should continue to be Kept so far removed
from ihe personal toueh of our cltizenn
Ita control, regulation and malntenance
should be placed at once in the hands of
those who are directly responsible to the
people, and upon whom thay oan call for
&n account of thelr stewardahip

“The second and third class citlen, by the
ald of the Legisiature, have made another
advance in the solutien of wosssmmant prob.
lems ; they have wiped out the three-fold
cllnln?llon of real sstate:
ip, suburban and rural or i
And there stams to ba no m-od.r.;‘::rlsh::.h;r
wa should not ask the Loginintare of 1917
o do the same for us

“One other suggestion commends Itmalt
o me a% respects future leginlative action
upon renl ssinte, and that is the demand
for an aot that will take out of the exempt
olass and ploce In the taxabls ares the
real estate of quasi-publile corporations,
which, as I have heretofors explained at
some lengih, are declared by Judicial de-
clalon to be untaxable.

"I think I have now exhuustsd the real
estate vein, and will procved to explore and
devalop naw personal property olaims, Al
though hardly personal estate, | consider

o wit, bulit

The present-day ground rent. as respocts

money und interest, practically a murtgage.
Under the sot of 1913, heretofore referted
to, & four-mill tax is lovied upon & mort-
Enge, while no tax s levied upon the ground
rent,

"Quick to notice this anomaly, real estate
operntive bulldérs and others have created
ground remta Instead of mortgages, with &

" & mortgage of §11,500,
“Factory, Richmond and\Tioga streets,
L Mol for 340,000, nuscssed at $28,000,
“Premises 800 to 460 North Broad street,
Sansnsed nt §92,000, wold recently for price
L Mported to be about $170,000 ) bullding was
tonyayed subject to morigages of about
§1465.000 .
| "Fuctory northeast corner Twenty-third
and Turnér streets, sold, as Indicated by
$ampn on deed, for §120,000, assensed at
$64. 000
B “Plot of ground southeast corner Ridge

oorY

ponding lons of Income to the city

Taxation, when levied upon the real estate

and upon the mortgage or ground remt
socured thereon, Is obnoxious as double
tuxation, bul eithér one of two courses Is
Jumt—either both the mortgage and ground
reit oufht to be taxed, or the tax fe-
peilsd Gu the mortguge

“I think former Clty Solleltor Ryan was
right when, in 1816, he advocated an act
for tha taxing of money at interest held

Ty . _ —_

avanue and Kingaley wstreot & d al
» » #old na indicated by revenue stamps
B deed, at $14,000
“The old Y. M. C. A. bullding, st south-
saat corner Fifteenth and Chestnut streets,
B amscaned at 31,000,000 owner, I am re-
} Iy Informed, will not take less than
#2,000,000,
r "I'he Colpnnade Hotel property, southwest
Sorner Fifteenth and Chesatnut streets, s
0 d at §900.000, and It is common
-gn-xwdn Mmong real éstats brokers, 1 am
"G::m!. that the owner wanis §1.500,000
“Lot northwest sorner Broall and Cherry
Btreets, 137 by 180 feet, sold several months
= Ago for $800,000 ; mesessed at $665,000.
UNDERVALUED FOR TAXATION
“On unimproved ground held for high
e miany are the undervaluations.
Mlindreds of acres In Qarmantown owned
BY ono lnrge estate, assessed At acreage of
#om 12000 to 35000 an acre, residence sites
M from ground bring from $12,000 to
HE000 an more and over
* “The naorthesst oprner Hroad and Rus-
oMb siroets nasessed at §7000, has beon
: G:I:lm the paasage of the loan bills for

"Ground' on Broad wtrest, below the
widener Home, amsessed at §850,008, the
g has declined an offer of §120,000

[ v
L 2For the southeast corner of Fifth strest
Boulovard, assessed at 383,000, & bona
offer of §100,000 has besn made.
“For the ecorper of Boulevard
i C street, thirtessr acrow, assessed at
¥ '?;u b:lt;’ owner has declined an offer
Ulevard and C streel. mssessed at
000, selling price aaked §100,000,
L Iw.:r: sant of Rising Bun avenue,
." ) m.‘ ‘- “
& §17.000,
And »o 1 might multiply the above illus-
Mations, If time, space and your patience
permit. Nor in thie of und
L HRents a new one In 190X an

.

A Garden Full
of Tulips
for $1.00

A grand collec-
tlon of 100 fine
mixed Single Tulips

which, if planted now; will bloom
profugely next spring.
Plant them around your home,
in the garden, or the back yard
Also  Hyacinths, Noseissus,
Crocus and all other bulbs for
fall planting, now ready.

Bulb Catalogue Free.

Michell's §ilem

Ly ‘oertain of the companies, exempt by the
personal proparty @6t of 1912, and sn mot
relleving the ety of the necessity of paying
A 1A% 8 the Stats upon Bomds issued by
i The pessage of similar nots In 1019
would pet the clty, in ali prebabliity, nearly
§2.000.000 of additional revenue

"There are twn forma of taxation. both
looal In their aharacter, now oollsctsd by
the State, which should, by Aappropriate
aote of Assembly, he transferred to the
rempactive counties, to wit, the pressnt mar.
saniile Ioonss tax and the eollateral in-
heritance tax. ‘The net income from both
of thess sources, whils variable, i certain
ol evllaction and won'd make A substantial
addition te (he ofty's present income.

“Under xnd by virtue of the aot of 1544
the horse has Bean and I & subject of taxa
tlor. | see no reason why his legitithats
wuonsssor, (he automobila, should not (ke
wise becoms & subject for local tn¥ation,
and to make It a0 would help to wwell the
grand total of additional revenus
“Probably under the old “welfare and
IM::I'M-I" A:u of 1705, 1790 and 1838 and
If not by them, by a new and comprehen-
#ive net. the eity by ordinance could pro-
vide revenus by lcensing or taxing a
varisty of subjects such A8 shows and rx-
hitita of various kinds, tunnels and vaults,
algns. private bridgeways and many other
wpecial privileges extenced by the city and
from which it recelves no return In rev.
ohiue

PERSONAL TAXES

“In confection with personal property
taxeh. If they are to prevall then thelr
ammsmpment and oolisetion should be e&rn-
eolly and diligently pursued in & Dusiness-
ks way, and no one who s liable for thess
taxen should sscaps their payment. LUnless
this species of taxation s rigorously en-
foroed, 1t becomes a farce, There in today
current an opinjon thatl the collection of
these persopal tanes cannot be enforoed |
thiut while the returns of personal proparty
may be voluntarily or involuntarily  made
If the parson taxed does not pay, there s
no efficlent machinery given o any one o
sue or force payment If such be the case,
then proper and effclent maghinery oannal
Se dupplied toe qulokly

I realise that 1 have not compistely
covered the almost Interminable mass of
taxable sublects, but 1 think I have struck
the high spots, and | am Anxious that you
should have this proeduct, imperfect as it
., as & help in the discussion that will
snaus pDraparatory to Axing the tax rals of
ma Heing a rea’ estate owner myself,
I wapt to ses & Iw tax rate, but | have
taken my stand agalnst a continuation of
the injguitous practice of jong-tarm loans
to pay for current nesds I welther wani
my ebdidren 1o pay for the bhread 1 am now
caling. nor do 1 want to prescribe for the
other fallow medicine which | am not ready
and willtpg to take mywelfl

ALEXANDER BROWN DIES
IN AIRCRAFT CRASH

Contlnued frem Page One

Brothera & Co. Fourth and Chestnut
streets, which was founded by his great-
great-gramifather, Alexandsr At

Yale he rowed on the crew played
tootbail

When the Spanish-American war began
Mr. Brown became a membar of the crew
of the famoun gunboat Gloucestsr, under the
command of Comunodore Richard Waln-
wright, whith took part in the rescus of
Commodore Richmond Peaarson Hobson and
his men from the imperiled Meorrimac = At

T

Iirown

andd

AST achievement

ia a safe indica-
tlon of future per-
formance,

Probably that ae.
counts for our steadily
increasing patronage.
Onee & man comes to
this establishment, it is
seldom, indeed, that he
will go slsewhere for his
clothes.

It is gratifying to
know that so many men
are convinced that n
reputation for wmuperior
eraftamanship, proven
through sixty - eight
years' experfence, is a
#afe guide to the secur-
ing of the best in men's
clothes.

HUGHES
.. AND

MULLER
1527 Walnut St.

TOI‘I‘.IO rrow

OVER

the end of the wer Mr. Brown devoted his
1ifs 1o wporta

Lamt May Mr Brown anbounced his with-
dArawal from the polo games to take
sviation. He scld his ponies In New Y
aed sntersd Into the new spart with &
neort; Joint Robart Glendinning and nther
membens the Aato Club of Pennsylvanis
n promoting aviation

Mr. Brown was & member of the Phila-
delphia Club, the Raoguet, TMadnor Munt,
Mabbit, Philadelphin Country and other
clubs

The only serious acoldent that haw oo
curred al the Phlladelphia School of Avia-
tlon st nEgton before today was on
July 23, when Waller 1L Shaffer, of ¥Mar.
rishurg, & stodest, plunged Mo the river
anid wne neariy drowned. His machine was
wrecked

Shafler, when the acoldent occurred, wae
wiving his tewt Might previous to gaining
his lleense He had made hi  altitude
Nlght and was making the fAgure eight,
when his foet silpped And the machine madae
a wharp dive downward, turned turtle and
then sank n the river. The student avistor
wasa hauled from the tangied wires by
saveral men In boats Bhaffer's acoident
was tha first at the sehool, which cpened
lant apring.

COMMITTEE TO MEET

Joseph MacLaughlin, Director of
Supplies, Will Speak Tonight
at 59th and Spruce Streets

The campaign of Tabernacle Lutheran
Chureh, Fifty-ninth and Bproce stresta, to
ralse 170,000 by December 1 “to olear the
Aabt and bulld & churoh,” s ereating con-
niderable Intersst tn Wast Philadelphin

The campalgn was apensd on October 8§,
by the Rav, I M. Weter, of the Board of
Church Extension, wihp gave $1000 outright
And promised to maks up the last §500 of
tha 170,000 fund

A large clock haa been piaced on the
lawn of the church and 1t s sapected that
the hands will move steadlly around to the
70,000 muark,

Jossph MacLoughlin, Dirsstor of Bupplies,
will address the men's contingent tomight,
while the Rev. Phillipe Osgood, rector of the

TABERNACLE CAMPAIGN

Henry Hoshier, M
C Shott, M O K,

WABHINGTON., Oct M—Oonsul Gen-
oral Kxinner fram London that the
Britiah Goverftmant has forbldden exporta.
tlonm to Molland of meatl bacon, Nsh and
sheepakine until furthar notics,

The Return of

the Prodigal

g T
A\ |
. ’ ".w.

T IS amusing to us and probably to
most trained piano men to read a
detiler’s explanation of the rise and

fall of pianos and piano men.

q He tells us in well-chosen and

flowery language of his haps and mis-

haps in the piano business, explaining

that now, after fifteen or sixteen years
of experience, his establishment is sell-

ing a line of choice instruments. He

admits his store experimented with

various makes of pianos and relegated

to oblivion dozens of makes which they

found, after long experience, were not
worthy to be housed under the same
roof with the pets they have now chosen
and qualified as “par excellence.”

€ He admits, however, that for several years a sheep strayed from their fold and became
a part and parcel of another shepherd’s flock, but their house has accomplished wonders
to induce that sheep to come back and stand as an emblem of righteousness in its proper
place. And there, where the baby was carefully nursed and raised when it was young, it
is again crying out to the public from its original incubator to come along and take one.

€ The strangest part of the story is, however, that the store in question admits it took
them sixteen years to pick out what they call a good line of pianos. What about the people
who purchased those admittedly poor instruments they sold in all these years? What
guarantee have the people now that they are not mistaken, as they were sixteen years

ago?

Q Does it not, dear reader, after all, simmer down to common everyday facts that need

no polish to cover up the defects, that the judge of bricks is the brickmaker; the judge of
cloth, the intelligent weaver, and the farmer the judge of grains? A jewelry salesman ™

may know little about jewelry, but the watchmaker understands a watch, and the piano
manufacturer understands pianos. If you go to the manufacturer direct, as we are, you
surely stand a better chance of getting a superior article and more satisfaction for less
money than yow can get from a dealer in any line, as we are the only plano manufacturers
in Philadelphia. We claim, and common sense will tell you, that we can save you from 25
to 30% on the purchase of a piano, together with knowing that it is made here in Phila-
delphia and by dealing directly with the maker, eliminates all middlemen’s profits.

¢ We manufacture uprights, grands and players of the best quality and latest style*for -

the least money and on easy weekly or monthly payments.

IT PAYS TO THINK

-

Formal Fall and
‘Winter Opéning




