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| Gr'e'Experienced Inflielder in Youngster’s
3 .-P,laee—Strunl_t Played High-Class Game

SEERE in a posaibility that Cennle Mack will pull one of his customary sur.

“prises before the baseball season opens on Wednesdny., For the last week

8fe have been rumors floating about the camp of the Athletics that Lawton Witt

Fould be relegated to the sldelines and Ray Grover insorted at shoristop. There

B many who will doubt the wisdom of this move, but from what we have learned

1 hun been studying the condition of his Infleld and belleves that a imore

o cod man will strengthen fhe defense.  Witt has not gona back In his play-

Ng- Instead, he has improved considerably over last year's form and phows slgns

f .one of the stellar infielders of the league, Right now, however, he s a

Bw product and needs a ghort course in the finishing school. Grover s « more

iperienced player, In a sure flelder and when he goes after a ball his teammntes

confidence that he will get it and retire the runner, There {# nothing graceful

mbout Witl's flelding, and there is where the trouble lles, Whitey shambi s after

& grounder with an alr of uncertainty, and although he makea the play, the others

worried to death for feur he will foozle, The paychologleal effect of his playing

not improved the work of the others, and that Is the reason Mack is sald to

considering a change. Witt's batting abllity cannot be quecstionsd, asn he is

Bitting them just as far and oftener than ever, but his other work s =aid 1o
‘Be argument enough to put him on the bench,

. - -

" YIT WAS Connle's original plan to keep Witt on the bench for a year or

more and allow him to absorh enough big league baseball to enable him

to take care of himself when it came time to enter the line-up. ‘Thiy

same plan was followed In the training of Stuffy McInnie, Eddie Collins,

Frank Baker, Jack Rarry and others, but conditions were such last year

that the youngstor was forced to step into the hreach and do the best ha
could,

Connie Is Anxious to Make Good Showing

B change may or may not take place Wednesdnay, but It 18 bound to oceur in
i the near future unless Witt's fielding improves. Connle is out te mnake n decont
. ghowing in the league this vear and will stop at nothing to attain that end.
" Although Grover is a wenker batter, hig influence on the other members of the
team will more than offset this, Then, again, It may be that Manager Mack iy
fAguring on using Witt in right field untll Thrasher gets better acquainted with
the position. The Atlanta slugger is far from being a big league outfielder at
- present, and if he playvs regularly the other clubs in the league will develop a flork
 of right-fleld hitters when they meet the Athletles. Thrasher is exceptionally
‘fast. but his speed is not great enough to capturs what are regarded as easy Ay
‘balls. A good outfielder usually starts for the ball as soon as it hits the but and
" {8 walting for it when It comes down. Paskert, Strunk, Cobb, Speiker and the
}ﬂherﬂ are examples of this style of play, and it is the only way they can cover the
. ground. Thrasher has not learned this feature. He walts until the ball begina
to drop before sta ting for it, and then it is too late. His wenknoss is known to
" the other members of the team, and whenever a high fly Is sent out io right fleld,
~ Lawry, Mclnnis and Strunk go after It. This means that four men are after n
ball which should be caught by the regular fielder, and the chances of a eollision
are so great fhat the ball invariably falls safe. Connie ix awnre of Thrasher's
wenkness, but has confidence in him. The Tiogan says that Fddie Murphy was a
“poorer prospect, but he learned the gume quickly and fielded well despite his eritics,
. PBut Connie cannot take chances with his club at this juncture, It is time to
%L _amerge from the cellar and no bet should be nverlnoked when it comes to gtrength-
| ening the club. Witt Ix n good outfielder, and ns the right garden in Shibe Park
f one of the most difficult to play in the entire clreult it is possible that he will
be shifted and Thrasher used ns a pinch hitter,

IT'T will be needed out there now, especially when Amos Strunk and

Manager Mack apparently are on the outs, Bill Johnson, who played
‘center field during Strunk's absence, aln{; s inexperienced and needs some
assistance.

*  Strunk Played Wonderful Baseball in the South

1LE we are discussing the Strunk case, it seems strange that there were no
TR slgns of unpleasantness between the star outfielder and Mack before the club
' Atlanta. Amos could not possibly be acoused of indifferent playing, for his
S Welding wns the feature of all the games, Twice, however, he falled 1o run out
i grounders which were fumbled and could have been beaten out; but each time the
"Athletics were in the lead and thers wera no serious consequences. On the defense
he covered his own position and ran into right and left flelds, where he made wen-
i satlonal calches. In fact, he seemed to be the entire outfield and his work was
b innluud’ed more than that of any of the others. He was fighting hard all of the
“time, and this announcement of his differences with Mack came as a big surprise,
There is no doubt that Btrunk is dissatisfied with his lot, but he never has allowed
this dissatisfaction to affect his playing, His contract {s sald to be one reason and
the other is that the team doesn't fight as it should, Amos I8 R Young man,
' full of aggressiveness, and it s against his nature to ealmly submit to defeat
' without a struggle. He wants to carry the battle to the other fellow and keep
= after him all the time, He has an idea that more of that old-time “pep" will be
.: the best thing for the Athletics and a little tilt with the umpire now and then will
. keep the players on their toes. Amoa also believes that the dare-devil and pug-
B maclous game played by Detroit is the proper thing, where the players are allowed
4o take chances and forget all about conservatism. In other words, he wants to
. play on a club composed of red-blooded players, where there ‘!n continuous excite-

‘ment, instead of a cut-and-dried program which never varies from day to day.

. . .

TRUNK I8 one of the best outflelders in either league and s too valuable

S a man to have on the sidelines. His ideas, too, are sane and sound,

but it must be remembered that he is only a player and Connle Mack is the

manager. Connie has won several pennants through his own methods,

and when it comes time to change he will do so,

The Passing of Ferocious Fredward Fulton

3 HAVE persistently mathtained that Fred Fulton should not be tiken
seriously In his claims for the heavyweight championship, and his recent bout

Carl Morris bears out our contentions. Fulton, according to reports, acted

more like & truck horse than a contender for the champlonship. For two rounds

e was a wonder, but whent he saw that he was inflicting no damage and Big Carl
coming In for more, the foul occurred. We do not believe that it was inten-

1, but we are sure it was lucky for Ferocious Fredward. The Plasterer demon-
hrlt.d that he was no glutton for punishment, and when stacked up against a
! man all of his cleverness, including that “plle-driving left,” fell by the way-
" side. Against easy marks like Tom Cowler and Charley Weinert, Fulton looked
‘like a champlon—but he needs soft ones as opponents in order to show his best
"Phis marks the passing of the widely heralded Gopher Giant. It is not likely
‘that he will meet Morris in a return match, and this will mean that his name will
erased from the top of the list. Tt also will be a severe blow to Tom Jones and

\ Jack Curley, the other unsilent member of thg Willard syndicate. Fulton was
ﬂu&d & year ago 48 a logical opponent for Jess and the champlon was eager 1o
him. Willard had Fulton’s record down pat and figured his ability to a
breadth. Flans were lald for a battle in Milwaukee, where Jess waa to hack

show with his own money and grab off at least §100,000 for his end. Now

one glse must be gubstituted or everything will be called off.

i
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ESS8 ls nof aaxious to mingle with any one outside of Fulton, however,
and perhaps will use the war alibl to retain his standing as a premler

{ ._' glrous performer. .
s Pity the Poor Umpire—if You Can

-
will be no bed of roses for the umpires this season. For several years the
‘arbitrators have been enjoying peaceful days and large salaries, and from
nt indications they will continue to enjoy the inflated pay checks and that ia
. haleyon days of peace are over for the umpires’ for two reasons: The
W and Pldyers' Fraternity have passed out of existence, and with
nt the indifferent spirit of the players. The men in uniform are out to
f joba In these uncertain times and they will be intolerant toward the
‘make the declsions. You can't expect a man who I trying to hold down
pol towart! a chap who calls & bad one on him and makes him
b In the eyes of his boss. All of this would make little difference,
it not for an evident change of heart on the part of the magnates
is out that the baseball public expects less friendship and
and the owners have wisely determined (o make
The fans do not want rowdylsm on the ball fleld, but they do want
s Oghting hard for , and no fighting team ever got along
3. The managers instilling a spirit of battle into thelr
will see teams out there fighting for etery

coms out with the statement that he in
_ When a quiet-mannered man of the
we ﬁgﬁb with gles when we contemplate

BE REPLACED AT SHORTSTOP
/ER, IS RUMOR IN MACK CAMP;
SENT OUT TO RIGHT FIELD

e Said to Be Consitiering Change to Put

FEW CHANGES IN
LEAGUE SCHEDULES

Most Opening and Closing
Dates Correspond to
Those of Other Years

MAJORS OPEN WEDNESDAY
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Judging from the various major and
minor league baseball schedules made pub-
lin to date, theve Is little changs In the
general playving schemas for the season of
117, A majority of the leagues hnve se-
lected opening and closing dates which cors
reapond clonely 1o those of the Iast few
YEArs,

The chielf chnnges are 1o ba found In
the schedules of the International League
and the Amorican Association, In round
figures these two organizations have cut
Elx weeks off their regular keagons in order
to provida dates for the Interleagues serles
of foriy-slght gamer to he plaved at the
cloke of the pentant races In the two rcir-
Culte

The Natlonal and
will open Wednesday
dar. October 3. which will permit the
initinl gpame of the world'=s series bheing
played on Saturday, October 6, If eastern
ar western teams are eampetitors, or Mon-
day, October S, I case the scries proves
to bhe an Intersectional contest

In othor respects there are few novellles,
the Pacific Coast League having the long-
et peason, while one or more of the class:
D iengues will atage the shortest pennant
races

The Northwastern opens o Mitle earlier
and closes luter than last season, Neariy
threa monthe of boasebpll ara billed oh
Blawott's eireult, the senson opening on
April 24 and cloging on September 9.

Amerlean  Letwgues
and closa on Thurs

BIG TENNIS TOURNAMENT
SCHEDULED DESPITE WAR

NEW YORK, April 8 —Julian 8, Myrick,
president of the West Side Tennis Club of
Forest Hills, 1. 1., the largest nu:-.mlr:lf.nll
af e gort in the workd, has announced that
his club would =tage n sepies of exhibition
matches between the leading plavers of the
East during the sctwmon, irrespective of the
action taken by The United States Nationsl
Lawn Tennin Aspociation with regard to
the war

The matehes will ba in the nature of in-
dividunl contest= and the players who will
compete will be recralted feom the ranks of
those avallable for such competition. Thesa
nutehes, Myrvick sald, would in all probn-
bitity be held even if the =anctioned scheds
ule of thh national aseoviation is not can-
coled This schedile, 1he associntion an-
nounced last week, will b canveled only
upon the advice of the military suthorities
The following players, among others, will
be invited to play, unlezs they have heen
drufted for milltary sorvice: . Norris Wil-
llams, 2d, the nationn] champion; Karl M,
Behr, CGeorge M. Churcl, Harold A, Throck-
morton, Theodore Roosevelt Poll, Wiatson
M. Washburn and 8. Howard Voshell, the
national indoor champlon

SNOW HALTS TWO BALL
GAMES IN OHIO TOWNS

CINCINNATIL O, April 9—~The Clnein-
nati-Cleveland  game scheduled yeosterday
was called off on acesunt of snow,

COLUMBUS, O, April #.—The Washing-
ton and Columbus teams were pravented
from playing yesterday an account of snow,

GOLF LINKS TO BE USED

NEW YORI, April 9.—Golfers through-
out the country will be urged to cultivate
foodstuffs on all unused portions of their
links and devots the produels to the pur-
chase of ambulance trucks and other
articles of national defense,

PETERSON, PHILA. BOY,
IN N. Y. STATE LEAGUE

ELMIRA, N. Y., April 9.—Bob Peterson,
the Philadeiphia boy, who was bought from
tha Bingoes by Manager Jimmy Jackson,
of the local New York State League team,
has aceopted the terms offered by the Colo-
nels, and will send in his contract In a few
days. \

TACTICS IN SPORT'S STEAD -

West Virginia University to Stop All
Athletic Activities

MORGANTOWN, W. Va., April 9.—Ath-
Istic contests at West Virginia University
will be discontinued on nceount of the war,
it Is announced. More than 800 students
At the university are taking military train.
ing, which will be substituted for athletles

Unsolicited
'Phone Calls

'orm the g=2ater portion of
“Federal” inquiries,

When business men find
that Federal Trucks cut out
trouble and reduce delivery
cost per ton-mile, they nat-
urally tell their friends,

It is easier every day to sell

MOTOR TRUCKS
Capacities 4]
1, 1%, 2, 3%, 6 toms

Federal Sales Co. of Phila.
3301 Chestnut Bivest

Day and Night Bervice Btatioa

8420 Ludiow Street

One of len trucks sold to
Danlel 4. Lynch

Connie Mack,

HE opening of the Interscholastie Leagoe

basebnll sepmon will be ughered i thmor
raw  afternoon, weather permitting. with
four games on various dinmonds,  erhaps
the most important will he hetween South
Fhilndelphin, holders of two s jor  sport
champlonships, and the Northeast High
Sohool team,

Catholie High

Sehool opens the seasnn
at the Thiladelphin Trades' School The
Tradex' boyvs play at the Brill field and
Coach Charles Selilow hias hopes of winning
the 1017 title Phil Lewis's Germantown
High nine will meet the West Philadel.
phin High School playern st the West
Phillies' fleld, Frankford High opens the
sensnn  with  Central 1righ at  Honston
Field
The league erhedule follows:
Northeast 1ligh va Southern,
orn
Catholie
at Trades,
Germantown High wve
phin, #t West Philladelphia
Frankford High va Central High, at Cen-
tral.

nt South-

High v I'hiladelphia Trades,

Went DPhiladel-

Brown Preparntory School was (oo
apeedy for the Girard College nine in the
me plaved at Girard Saturday afternoon.
the Brown team winning by n score of 5 to
2. The Girard athletes have not had much
outdoor practice and a number of errors
made wera very costly. Gillham pitched
A falrly steady game, but was wild throw-
Ing to the bases.

Lawton Witt and Ray Grover are a pair of brilliant shortstops with
While Witt held down that job last year, it is said
Connie's present plans are to start Grover in the position and keep Witt
on the bench as a utility man or put him out in right field.

Mack believes, is a more experienced player and a sure fielder.

SCHOLASTIC LEAGUE BALL SEASON
OPENS TOMORROW WITH FOUR GAMES

Grover,

MoKents
Hrown,

who did  the tirling for
nllowed only three hits Milner,
Landberg and Wittmanler again showed mid-
sonson form o hitting sand  running  the

% Af the game with Norristown wan
nicelgd, the Brownles will meet Villa-
nova Prapiaratory Sehod] next Wednesday
nfternoon Hurley will probably do  the
twirling in this contest

The meeting of the superyisor ¥ commits
fee on athietive wilt be hold Wodnesday of
thie week and the guestion rowing will
be wettled It i5 a0 even het sy 1o the prob-
able aetlon of the committer. The advo-
cates of rowing will be out in force,

The school conches und muanagers ars go-
Ing to be very careful that all the eligl-
bility vulgs are enforced this spring. The
ues of an athlete over the age limit last
term caused one school to lose a champlon-
ship title

Sonth Philadelphin High School boyvs take
aotrip to the geashore next Saturday when
they play Atlantle City High School. 1f
the weather in as cold next Haturday ans it
was last week-end, the South Phillles will
do wel] to wear winter suits and overcoats.

Germantown  Acadamy's baseball team
has heen strengthened by the addition of a
number of all-round athletes, and now
Coach Stanley Sutton looks forward to a
fairly sueccessfu]l season in the Interacas
demic League. Germantown plays the open.
ing game with Episcopal tomorrow,

PHILLIES RATED AS ONE OF THRER
BEST CLUBS TQ BEAT OUT GIANT
FOR NATIONAL LEAGUE TITLE

New York Looks Like Top-Heavy Favorite, b
Locals, Boston and Brooklyn Are Not Oyt |
of the Running Yet a While "

By GRANTLAND RICE

suceulent stal|stic

favorites, Hoston, I
tn bha
finish.

And then there are the
club was three and one-ha '
good last July when nahI:rn-r*nl;.
(Gilhooley, thres stars, wepe h:u“'m ~
were three and one-half gamoes 14 1l
despite the fact that Ray Caldwal)
pitcher of other vears had not p -
to contribute his past. .-

Now thie club hax Known g
play together, is far betler Balane
general team work and s absn)yie
fident of Buccesk. The New York ‘l’
ure n bettar bull club than you Ngw
to be. They have about m‘-orvrhlnn .
club needs—good catching, good :ﬂ.
defensive speed and the punch, -

This Baker-Pipp combination jx
the most dangerous in the game. The w
lop ix there In other parig to o oup
got runs.  And the pitehing is better. (e
any other in the league, With the neam
exception of Boston,

The Yankees undoubledly deserva g X
In the dope on even terme with the m
Sox, Tigers and White Sox. ‘They |
hound to get fine pitching all the Vear,
fine pitching means s Nne olub whess
rest of the cast I8 of average mould,

It the Braves, Dodgera and Phillles
able to keep the Glants in check, tha
tionnl League race will be ahove the a
age.  But this proposition calls for i
young "

There is no “If"" atiuchod to the Ames
League wing, This race is going to by e
af the best any league has ever known,
if one ar two hreak and hegin to skid
will be at least four clubs left 1o ea
the Thrill-Shootlng process down the duss
September streteh,

You may recall the strenglli of Bostes
Detrpit and Chiengo from last year,
hitve not been- weakened And you o
gamble that New York, Cleveland and B
Louiz have bheen Improved in weveral
und that all three will be better mach

Thl"rl\ A6 1he three o
etroit ang
up there exchaneing “2“‘:‘.

N WEDNESDAY of the present or fiscal
week a new wet of hox scores will bhe
ralsed to indicate the apprarance of an-
other big league campalgn
By this date (he advance has been epread
before you In layers several feet thick, yet
there I alwaya room for another obhserva-
tion or so before the door (s shut und the
first hlows are struck,

The Shift

Just o vear ago at this daté we igured two
elube as pennant favorites, They were the
Roston Red Sox and the Roston Braves
One came through and the other, after a
bad start, enme within two or Three games
of areiving In the horders of the promiged
land, =

For 1017 there will he a brief shift in
tlie dope. The Aag favorite in the National
Lengue in bound to he New York. You can’t
get away from this pick, unless you ars
taking a flver on the bare chance of call-
ing an upset

The llants
winners, There Iy
rickety pastime.

Aut of the eight clubs they have all the
best of it when it comes (o A matter of
form. figures and advance guessing

Four Clubs

In ithe National Lengue there are only
four clubs with a chance,  Thesa all belong
to the Bast. The West ha siddded badly
ever mince the old Cub machine went 1o
seed meven vears ago. And the West has
no club In sight with a chance to finish
1. % 2 4f there is 1 per vent of anything
in the April stitietics, 1t |s all New York
agnlnst Bogton, Brookivan and Philadelphin,
and only fine pitching will give any of
these clubs n first-class show,

Rogton, Hrooklyn and Philadelphia are
ahout az well matched as any thres clubs
vou will find,  They finished under a pocket
handkerchief Inst Ouvtober, and they will
not he very far apart six montha from
now. All three are well managed clubs,
and we happen 1o know that at leayt one
of the three fg confident of nosing out the
Giants—not with any of that early April
fake confidence for publication, but a sin-
cvera belief that the Glants are overrated,
it they lack pennant pitching and that
they won't win

Vinks,

certain
in thie

fre hy no  INORNS
no #=uch entry

BOSTON COLLEGE BATS Fop.
HARVARD AGAINST BRAVE

BOSTON, April 8 —The Hoston Coll 1
baseball team, having canceled Ity s0uthag
trip, in which Georgetown L'niversity § v
Cathalle University nines wers 1o be pl
has ngreed to mest the Boston Hraves gb
Braves fleld tomorrow,  Marvard ol
with scheduled to play the Braves on
two pennants and iwo world's smeries, date, but the Crimson hns abhandonsd sl

Triumphs of this tvpe are usually unders | its confosts,
mining in their efMect. Thers I8 no great . N
incentive In running after a street car that
sou have already caught.

Suecess and fame are no longer luren for
the Red Sox. Victory is now an old story.
It may be the Red Sox have one more grent
voear left They are n great bull club ot
their bext, a better club than they have
heen given credit for. They have the piteh-
ing and the punch, the experience and the
grit 1o keep on going

But they are up against the keenest romn-
petition this searon any ball elub has known
for a decade. ¥Vor they have at least five
husky competitors around with a war elub
in either mitt, lonking only for a chance to
swing.

-
Another Scalp Lifter
In the American League it = mosthy a
wtter of hows far success has eaten in
the Roston Red Sox.

In the Iast two vears they have won

y . ; .
General Wood to Open N. Y, 8
NEW YORK, Wil o —=MpJor Ciape

Ml W WAl the I‘D-nlJnﬂl iy
wilay nflernm

badl in the game
ston, whirh will g
the Ameriean Loengue race,  Preparedness
will b o Tenturs of the program of the deg
for the Yankeow are 1o show that they can de
am well an plany bassbnall 1

SUITS "1

TO ORDER
Reduced from 330, 535 and 320

PETER MORAN & CO. ™55

18TH & MARKET. ENTRANCE ON
5. E. COR. 5fH AND ARCH BSTA

This Amertcan League jubilee should bhe
a wonder thig summer. Last season un-
wonted Injuries and accidents to New York
and Cleveland players and a slow, grogEy
gtart hy 8t Louis prevented a eix-club
finish through the streteh,

Of the six teams with a good chance, you
can figure two out In advance through an
unusual amount of bad luck. But It would
not be surprising to have all six still in the
race around late July or early August

Beyond Dope

This A, 1. affalr is a race that mo man
can dope, It Is well beyond the vital and

Broad & Bal
OLYMfolf’ A“ A. Bindgpa
NIGHT AT m:00 W
. Bllly Manning n’.a.ln“ﬁ“:l b
Young Metiovern wvs. Youn, niwapy
Artle 0'Leary wu. Juck Bun o
Young lirorge Chip vu. Joe OLI vt

K. O. Loughlin vs, George

Adm, 23e. HBal, Res, 50c & T8c. Arenn Ress @l

5 out of 9 on a Pullman

A random test was recently

made in a crowded Pullman Club
Car—and it was found that, of the

men who were smoking cigarettes,
5 out of 9 were smoking Fatimas,

Probably an unusually high per-
centage even for Fatimas; but this
case is merely one of the many
evidences that more and more
representative men are now-a-
days choosing a sensible cigarette.

They smoke Fatimas—not alone
for their likeable taste—but for
the common sense “man-comfort”
that they find in this delicately
balanced Turkish blend. Fatimas
please the throat and tongue while
you are smoking them-—and '
leave you feeling “fit” afterwards,

You don’t have to think of "how
many” when you are smoking a

sensible cigarette like Fatima,

T e Myans S fineos O3

A "Se‘nsible Cigarette




