{LIN REPORTEL
"IN QUEST OF PEACE
: smany iﬁaklng Overtures

‘» U. S., Copenhagen Re-
§ ports Assert

-t

NCLUDES¢ PARLEY OFFER
B> | ROME, April 12.

Austrin is pressing Pope Benedict to
E"*.. for peace among the European
! , according to an authentic
L geport in Vatican circles. ' The Corriere
_"-m Sers, in mentioning the move to-
day, declared that the Holy Father is
"...lnla( to proceed now “for diple-

- atic reasons.”

LONDON, April 12,
An Exchange Telegraph dispatch to-

from Lausanne asserted it was
, on semiofficial authority that
| puigarian delegates were in Switzer.
' Jasd endeavoring to reach a basis for
| 5 separate peace with representatives
“of the Entente,

By ARTHUR E. MANN
" COPENHAGEN, April 12.
Apparently positive reports were recelved
today that the German Foreign Office
‘was making peace overtures to the United
. . futes. 1t was understood these negotia-
i " glons sought pence between the two nations,
B o further details were avallable here. Of-
eircles manifested the most Intenne
. in the report.
.1;:0‘1:: understood that Recretary of State
'- Yansing has already recelved the overtures
| h unofficial mediaries. The proposi-
8, 9 tion As roported here Is for the United
N | tes Government to send Colonel E. M
to The Hague for a secret “unoMeinl
rence.’’
Germany's lerms were not specified In
. ge reports here, hut it was hinted there
\ |pad been no change in her positlon as out-

W G P e v W

by the German Embassy in Washing-
| early in December, when Chancellor
| Bethmann-Hollweg made his formal
v ¢ in the Relchstag. At that time Ger-
. i y hinted that the question of indemn'ly
i I Belglum would not be an unsurmount-
i 0 obstacle to peace, but plainly insisted
ign & return to the status nio befors the
gar, including return of all her colonles
's¢ & rearrangemeht of all belllgerents’
.’hnlll possessions.

Several wecks ago 1t was reportad that
ther peace proposition was to he made
{he Central Empires, The report at that
1 time sald Emperor Carl, of Austrim-Hun-
E & rv. wonld nct as spokesman for  the

:v‘ nk.

. EvTATeawEST e e .

=

) ermany has frequently sent out un-
I8 official peace “feelers” In the past, in addi-
. fion to the official proffer made cariy last
Pecember,
i The Importance of the present peace over-
. gures—If they are In progress—would de-
nd entirely on the concesalons announced
Germany,

: When peace ‘“‘feelers” were sounded In
s _ Washington by the Swiss Minister, Doctor
] Ritter, representing Germany after the de-
parture of Ambuassador Bernstorff, Secre-
* fary Lansing, on behalf of the President,
smid tha U'nitad States could entertaln no
proposals from Germany unti]l alter the
gubmarine decree had been withdrawn and
the pledges for U-boat war under rule of

fnternational law reaffirmed.

. WASHINGTON DENIES
! PEACE OVERTURES

WABHINGTON, April 12.
The State Department declared today it
b . Jad received no p overtur formal or
\ ' #therwise—from Germany and had no rea-

#on to belleve any were en route.
It mdded that this Government
" mady for any such overtures, and the de.
) :rl'l‘rum laft the inference that the Admin-
‘| tlon view ls ngalnat a separate peace,
It was pointed out today that Germany’s
overtures might be of so “In-
formal” & nature that the State Department
might very well claim lack of any officlal

L basia for much reports.

‘ Previous ‘“peace feelera” by OGermany
'3 bave always been put out, In such in-
Wngible shape that they have first reached
sther Governments usually In the form of
. Were reports without any official character,

is mot

- NEW YORK, April 12.

P ~ When Colonel E. M. House was Informed

d . foday of the Copenhagen report of German
’ Peace overtures to America he sald:

‘I know mothing of any formal or of-

l: folal action along that line. As for any

s Peace suggestions that may have come to

= personally, I can only say that these

ve been mo Informal, so indirect and so

that I have given them no con-

’ , and they can In no way be Lhe

4 Mubject of the Copenhagen report.”

4 ADMITS $400 THEFT
§ \NDCHARGESEXTORTION

- Man Says Acquaintances Who
' Knew His Secret Black-
mailed Him

: At the time of the World's Series In 1914,

= Fles Frets, a clerk for the Standard

1 Mill Company, 1310 North Law-

§trest, took §400 from the firm that
him and bet on the Athletlcs,

Mack's team had lost Fretz started
~he says so himself—and told

Who would llsten about-his troubles.
went tov work to pay back the

he had taken. But here came a

tation, aocording to his testimony

¥ bofore Magistrate Beaton In Central

Station.

Moore and Philip Laschell, 1208

Randolph street, took great pains to

his acquaintance, he says. They

to hint at knowing something about
in relation to the firm that em-
him. Finally, so the testimony runs,

(208 of them told him that he had talked
i Much—that his speculations were

(USSeWIL to the speaker and so on. He also

belng “up against it" and Frets

money.

% told frankly thls morning of tha
he in alleged to have suffered at the
of two men. Nine thousand dol-

Bs averred, was thelr toll, and all the
sank deeper and deeper In the

2 1‘?.-."0110 sald, "I would give one
s fihan " nce 1 gave up §360 when
WY threatened me."

that he couldn't stand the

AID BLAST VICTIMS

Credit and Unlimited Time
to Pay Given Stricken
Families

MANY DEBTS LIQUIDATED

Those Whose Bread Winners
Were Killed Need Not Pay
Their Bills

RE o Stof Correspondent

CHESTER, Pa., April 13,

Rellef measures for the Eddystons suf-
ferorn are recelving the co-operation of
Chester merchants in the form of unlimited
crodits to the sufferers and promises of
Hguidation of debts of familles whose sup-
porting members have been killed.

In n Chester newspaper today appeared
the following nadvertisement by Frank
Tollin, dealer In housefurnishings:

“In this hour of distress 1 personally
take this public means of offering my sym-
pathy and condolences to all familles that
wore affileted by the disaster, either by
death or Injury.

“Those who have aecounts with me need
not worry, for T will extend to them unlims-
ited time, and In such cases where the fam-
ily support was killed, I shall even llqul-
date their debts, Yours In sorrow,

“FRANK TOLLIN."

Other meorchants are about to publish
similar notices, it was sald today. Physi-
cal and finaneinl ald has poured Into Ches.
ter und the stricken munition town bountl-
fully. "

For the first time wounds and burns are

belng treated on a large scale in this eoun-
try by a Furopean war method. About
£45000, pnsolleited, has been recelved by
Mayor Wesley 8. MeDowell, of Chester,
and other agencles, The women and the
clergy of the viclnity responded bravely to
the emergency.
Large stocks of bandages collected for
weeks by Red Cross workers for shipment
to the armies of the Allles were turned over
in bulk for the rellef of the mutilated and
burned victims, ‘The supply, falllng, was
replenished with muslin furnished by store.
kaopers and turned into bandages by vol-
unteer workers on nearly n score of sewing
machines rushed to the Sixth Regiment
Armary in motorcars,

Rufferings of the vietims in the hospitals
nre belng alleviated by a new treatment for
burns developed on the French battle front
durlng the German burning oll attncks
Amerlean surgeons recelve the eredit for the
treptment, called the Carrel-Dakin method,

In the Chester and Crozer Hospitals the
nurses are spraying the burned patients
with & mixture that s doing much to allay
pain and heal the eenred surfaces. The
compound consista of rosin, beeswax,
parafin wax and certain sedatives, Whe:z
applied it forms an airproof covering for
the burned surface, heals the burn and re-
fducos suppuration to A minimum. Doclors
Webster, Muddux and Van Buren are super-
Intending the application of the new mix-
ture. L

The sprayving method wags brought to this
country by Dr. McNeil Sherman and the
proparation was made and furnigshed by
the Ahhott Inhoratorios, of Chiesgo,

Boy Scolts of Chester and vicinity have |
been among the most efficlent of the relief
workers, Immediately after notice of the
explogion was read in the public schools
more than 300 members of the elght troope
In the ecity mobllized at the Chester Young
Mon's Christian Assoclation Bullding. With-
in forty minutes they were at work.

During the first twenty-four houra after
the disaster they dellvered G600 telegrams,
asking information of persons at work In
the plant, They worked all night in the
armory helping dress wounds, making band-
ages and carrying cots.

The elght troopa, In charge of John Noralk,
boys' secretary of the Chester Young Men's
Christian Amsoclation, were the Madison
Street Methodist, Third Presbyterian, Sec-
ond Presbyterian, Firat Baptist, Trinity
Methodist, Trinity Lutheran, Providence
Avenue Methodist and Young Men's Chris-
tian Assoclation.

DETECTIVE=®CCUSES BELLBOY

'i‘estiﬁes Youth Stole $2 From Him
While He Pretended Intoxication

Leonard Barbush, a bellboy at the Rits-
Carlton, wound up his day by attemptling
to rob a Burns detective at midnight, it Is
nlleged, but he couldn't get away with it
and today Magistrate Mecleary held him
under 3500 ball for a further hearing next’
Thursday In Central Police Station. The
detective was registered under the name of
Rogers. Under cross-examination, however,
he admitted he was Frank McLaughlin, 1704
Morrls street.

According to the detective who mads the
arrest & man was recently robbed of §5200
at the Ritz-Cariton. McLaughlin sald he
felgned intoxlcation last night, rang for the
bell hop, ordered some drinks and lay down
on the bed. He pretended he waas aslesp
when the lad, who lives at 805 North Sev-
enteenth street, returned. It was then,

McLaughlin testified, that the bellhop took
from his pocket two marked bills which he
had “planted” there. '

Your floors and woodwork will
a new coatl of paint this X

RICE
AINTS

Trade I.ELIAB‘I.'.! Mark

Wm. H. Price Co.
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THREE EDDYSTONE VICTIMS
Mrs. Mary B. Meredith, 1227 South
Forty-ninth street (upper); Wil-
lism Harper MeKay (middle),
2146 South , Alden street, are
known to be dead. Miss Mary E.
Smith, 2107 St. James Place
(lower), is among the missing vie-
tims of the munitions plant ex-
plosion.

TELLS OF TRENCH LIFE
FOR SUNDAY'S LEDGER

American University Student
Wounded Four Times While
Fighting for France

Sergeant Breckenridge, one of six youths
frum the Unlversity of Minnesotan who
joined the Fourteenth Overseas Battallon

when the war broke out, has written for
the Public Ledger the dramatle story of
his two years' fighting, durlng which he
was wounded four times. These stirring
trench episodes will appear in next Sun-
ddy's Publie Ledger.

His brother died on the fleld. Four of
his companions lle out under the white
crosses that dot northern France. His
story, written for the Public Ledger, tells
something of life on ths battlefleld; nt-
tacks on the German lines; pathetic stories
of stricken Belgium, and the intimate dally
deeds of the trenches.

This a one of the most Interesting sol-
diers' narratives published In this country
since the war began.

Continned from Page One
spita bitterly desperate assaults from the
Germans.

Fighting in the Britlsh offensive was

apparently sprending northward this after-
noomn,
In that direction n gtrongly defended hill
near givenchy, known as Plople, was taken,
Bolsenhache, & mile farther northward, was
also captured

No more violent fighting hax been seen
anywhers on the western front than that
which marked repulse by the British yes-
terday of two Germun cournfer-atthcks on
Monchy, It was hand-to-hand fighting in
part with a concentruted duel from both
sldes artillery intermixed. The town s
still in English hands despite every effort
by the enemy 1o dislodges the defenders

Headquarters reports today showed
eleven more German guns captured between
Crolsllles and Roeux

1t is over ground inches deep in snow and
slush, In cold, wet weather, that the British

and Germans are battiing, man to man,
today—with the best men steadily winning,
The British advance still continues, Stif-
fening resistance all slopg the line from

Lens to St Quentin ghowed thit the Teu-
tons were desperatély striving to stop the
encronching wave of the British advance,
Without the customatry defense works
minus the elaborately constructed fortifi-
cattons behind which they have fought for
more than two years the tiermang appear
dazed In the new open warfare, They
were battling desperately along the whole

line today, but thelr fighting Incked ooe
ordinnted sffort It failed to stop the
British Halg's forces, long  drilled in
open warfare and not habltunted In active
trench fighting  despite thelr long vigll,
weore plininly superior In this  sivle of
fAghting

LONDON, April 12

Fleld Marshal Halg today drove his forces
st further north of Vimy ridge.  Ho sent
the following report this afternoon
Early this morting we captured two
jmpoartant ponitions of the enemy lines
to the north of Vimy ridge.
Astride the river at Souchez n num-
ber of the onemy were taken prisoners.
Two hostile attacks agalnst our new
positions at the northern end of Vimy
ridge were driven off by machine gun
fire, which Inflicted henvy losses on the
Germans,
We made some progress south of the
Searpe Hiver .
The most desporate of nll the bitter fight-
ing that is marking the great push is cen-
tering today north and south of the Arras-
Cambral high road, At Monchy-le<Proux, to
the north, and around Bullecourt, to the
gouth, the British have thrust forward two
formidable wedges. Today they were hring-
ing enormous pressure to bhear on the wldes
of these weildges to swoeep the foe out of the
intervening ground It was against both
these wedges also that German troops are
being thrown In constant counter-nttncks
The Germans apparently renlize the dangoer
of the wedge and sweeplng-arm tacties
under way by Fleld Marshal Halg

One source of great pride in England in
the tremendous success so far nchleved in
the drive Is the extraordinary perfoction
of the British communication amd supply
sorvices Front dispatches agreoad thot de.
spite unprecedented snows. high winds and
bitter cold weather, the troops even in the
sectlons of thelr most speody advance, had
not outdistanced the supply transport

No army in the history of wiars has ex-
pended such n supply of ammunition In its
fighting as the Britlsh army has been ex-
pondine in the blk offensive

Genetrnl Halg's men are lterally Liasting
thelr way forward. Every battlefront re-
port agrees on the utter havoe created by
the oconcentrated British fire. The trans-

vance Is to be a success, and apparently the
British service has been perfectlon.

Dispatches today indicated the Germans
wero desperately dralning other sections
of the line in massing reserves to oppose
further advances by the British,

Correspondents at the front dwell upon
the magnitude of the battle. Some military
eritles belleve It will prove the decieive
engagement on the western front.

The correspondent of the London Dally
Chronicle at British headquarters writea:

“In a hundred years not all the detalls
of the fight will be told."

There are three main sones of fighting on

|

BALANCING
ACCOUNTS

CANADIANS WIN MILE LINE
NEAR VIMY; FRENCH ACTIVE

port service must be perfection, If the ad-9

the fifty-mile front from the Lens sector to
the Cambral-8t. Quentin sector. These lie:
First, south of Lens, second, east of Arras;
third, west and southwest of Cambral,

As the British drive forward, capturing
small detachments of Germans and dis-
mounted guns, amasement grows at the
reverity of the Oerman loss, Hpeclal sgunds
of troops are following the fightern digging
long lines of trenches in the mud into which
the corpses are dumped and hastily covered,
On every hand gaping shell oraters die-
closa the gruesome contents of what was
ones A grave

Denpite the thlck snow and the gales of
wind that have been sweeping the battle-
field, the alrmen have been actlve all along
the front. Many of the American avintors
Nghting with the Allles have placed samall
Americans flnge on thelr machines.

PARIS, April 12,

The next forty-elght hours are regaurded
un likely to ba the most crucial on the
western front In months, perhaps In the
war, They will tell whether the #snows-
storm hns defented the big, carefully plan-
ned British drive as the CGermans could
not have defented (. They will tell
whethier the Hindenburg line netually has
been turned It 1t has been turned, then
the greatest German retreat since the war
begnn will have been forced.

In that time it I8 expected the mituation
on the French front will develop. Undoubt«
edly there will be heavy fighting, and it In
hoped here that the fighting will be caused
by # big French offeénsive in eo-operation

with the British Berlln announces that
the artillery fire s dally Increasing from
Vailly to Rheima, Vailly is the southern

pivot of the Hindenburg line. The front
from Yallly to Rheims I8 roughly twenty-
fiva miles

This may Indicate that the French In
their turn are to do Just what the British
did—strike at the point where the new
German line jolps the old positions. Thus
epernl Nivelle would hammer the Cler-
muns’ scuthern  pivot whila the British
hammered the northern.  How tremendous
would be the effect of such sirategy If

suceessful may readily be reallzed, for the
German line would be cut at two places,
divided into three sections, which could
bo rolled up and defeated in detuil

PARIS, April 12,
Vielent fighting along the ¥French front
wna reported in today's officin]l statement,
indicating possibly the wstart of a Jjoint
French offensive with the British *“‘push.”
“lmportant points were carried after the
most bhitter kind of fighting southeast of

Coucy Forest,” the War Office declared.

FEDERAL LAND BANK
APPRAISERS NAMED

Names of New Officials for Five Dis-
tricts Announced From
Washington

WASHINGTON, April 12.—Appointment
of Pederal land bank appralsers was an-
nounced today as follows:

New Orleans District—Hugh M. Wilsan,
Opelika, Ala.; J. Sandefur, Blrming-
ham, Ala,; John R, McCain, Lineville, Ala.;
Charles 11, Pulleu, Huntsville, Aln.; 8, J.
Wright, Clayton, Al ; T. W, Skelt, Eudora,
Miss. ; A, D). Camphell, Jackson, Miss. ; 'W.
I.. Pryor, Laurel, Miss; H. W. Lumbley,
Rilver City, Miss, and W. C. Mason, Cor-
Inth, Misw

Columbla District—H. C. Prossear, Ham-
let, N. . ; A M McDonald Charlotte,
N. C.;: W, C, Hammond, Statesville, N, C.;
A. J. MeKinnon, Maxton, N. C.; T. E. Wald-
rup, Lake Butler, Fla., and J. D. Huddles-
ton, Geneva, Fla.

Omaha District—B. F. Davis, Douglas,
Wyo.

Baltimore District —E,
Burkeville, Va.

Berkeley District—W. N. Howard, Loa
Angeles; W, N. Hellemann, Willows, Cal.;
(leorge C. Kreutzer, Bawersville, Cal. ; Ed-
win Cox, George W. Shaw and Walter M,
Wells, San Franclsco; J. J. Fox, Napa,
Cal.; A. W. Hendrick, Reno, Nev.: J. Sit.
ton, Fallon, Nev,, and Guy D. Acuff, Phoe-
nix, Ariz,
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EXTENDING AND

Centralizing the Figure Work

of Accounting

Easier and less expensive means of getting at the figure facts
of business—with reliable accuracy—that’s what you get when
you center all the figure work.of your office on the Comptometer. :

No matter what it is in

postings; adding trial balance; calculating
costs; figuring payroll, estimates, bills, in-
ventory — all can be turned over to the

That's because the

Comptometer
versal in its application to the arithmetic
of business as the typewriter is to letter

writing, |

Assistant Treagurer A.J. Roos, of the Diebold
and Lock Co., Canton, Ohio, says that
Comptometer has enabled up to cut

o

figures— proving

them up.”
is as uni-

down the timé and labor of all figure oper-
ations and has greatly increased the efficiency
of the office. It would cost us the salaries
of six more men if we would have to give

Ask some Comptometer user in your line of
business about it.

Better still, ask the nearest Comptometer man

to show you by practical test how centering

the figure work of your office on the Comp-
tometer will simplify the operation of any
accounting system you may employ.

‘“Better Methods of Accounting’’ free on request.

& TARRANT
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A RN &, .,

MFG. CO., 1718 N. Paulina
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EHOTA WERFE FIRED in & strike rist
In the sugar refinery distriet at Ameriean
and Wharton streets. Alexander Yankaski,
of 121 Fernon street, was shot in the thigh;
he wan treated at the Mt -Sinal Hospital
Beveral arrests were made,

5 8

A LECTURE given In & low
to be understood ensily
be given for the deaf

and ‘doms B

CAMILL CLUBD MEMBERS, the alumnl
of the Catholle High School, heid their

twentieth anniversary colobration st Kug- | Walls

ler's last night. The guests of honor waere | Deal, In the Estey Build

Mgr. Nevin F, Fiaher, rector of St John's | "treet and Walnut, this
Catholic Church; Mgr. Hugh T. Henry, | Fubject will be “Slias Marner.” It

rector of the High Bchool ; the Rev, Henry
. Sehuyler, vive rector of the High School ;
the Rev, Willlnm Higgins, of the facully of
Overbrook Seminary, and Father John
Keogh, chaplain at Unlversity of Pennsylva-
nia.

the last lecture of a ‘serion given !
sor. It iy scheduled to start at 3:80

AHRESTED AS A SUSPICIOUS p
early today on the Thirty-second stre
Passyunk avenus bridge, Sanasas Al
forty years old, a sallor from Finian
sent to the Philadelphia General
for observation by Maglstrate
A hearing at the Fifteenth and Sn

nus police station. It is balle

Antilla is demented.

SUPERINTENDENT RODINBON - ;T
sued an order prohibiting the police fie

ARCHRBISHOP PRENDERGAST has of-
fered to the Government the use of the cons-
vent at Merlon and the services of the
Sistera of Mercy. In nddition, the Arch-
bishop will offer the new Mercy Hosxpital
now nearing completion. Special clanpses in
hospital work now are being conducted at
the convent.

using telephones in the police stationg

ACCUSED OF STEALING n patlent's | Pérsonal business, Y
clothes at the University Hospital, Jack £
Connelly, #15 Buttonwood street, one of

A DOZEN FIREMEN narrowly
Injury early today when a fire engine
fire truck on which they wers riding collli
ot Sixth and Dickinson streeta. The firss
wero responding to an alarm at Front &
Taslcer streets when the cars crashed. O
tain Foot, of the engine company, of
enth and Carpenter streets, was bruised

of &

the hoapital orderlies, was held in $800 ball
for a further hearing by Magistrate IPen-
nock today., ‘The clothes, which belonged
to C"harles Fox, of Norristown, were recov-
ered, the polies say, at the orderiy’'s home,

CITY TREASURER MeCOACI'S weeakly
statement shows o balonce of $18.288.438.42
on hand this afternoon. Pavments made
during the last week totalea $643,753.97,
an agalnst receipts of $186,125.17.

Jjumping to the street, while firemen
truck of Twelfth and Wharton streets
recelved trifling cuts, The fire loss was §i

——

BOLDIERS' DEPENDENTS In the
borhood of Sixty-first street and Bl
avenue will be cared for by contribut
rifred by residents of the community, ¥

CHIEF POSTAL INSPECTOR James T.
Cortelyou will tell of the workings of sevs
erul branches of the United States Secret

Serviee nt the meeting of the Lyceum actlon wits decided on at a meating .
Institute in the Alumni Building tonight. | OV8anized as the Elmwood Soldiers' D
The subject of hin address will be “The | PeRdents’ Ald Association, 4
Postal Inspection Servies and s Relation T . -
to the Public.” A musical program has been UNQUALIFIED INDORSEMENT
arrunged. President Wilson's stand with © han

and a pledgs of support on behalf of th
Democratic Club of Philadelphia wers m
today by John J, Wilkinson, who was g
imously elected president of the o
tion last night.

A TESTIMONIAL DINNER to George D,
Porter, former Director of Public Safety,
will be given by many of hils frienda to-
night In Scottish Itlle Hall, Broad and

A Watched Pot
' Never Boils

| Nor does a burglary ever occur in ‘
Holmes protected property.

Our system of electric protection
notifies our central office as soon
| @s any attempt is made to break
into your premises.
| Holmes. men are sent at once to
|  investigate and the burglary is pre-
I

vented. Burglars know this and
avoid Holmes protected property.

HOLMES |

ELECTRIC+ PROTECTIVE *COMPANY
812+ CHESINUT +ST- tel~Walnut: 611

&

Father and Mother and
the Kiddies
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will all enjoy and profit by a player-piano. §
Any of you can play upon it without ] I
special training whatever the kind of music #{
you like best. It is the strongest tie of X
affection you can put into your home. Stop
in and see this beautiful ’

NEW FULL S88-NOTE §

PLAYER s
vliNg 379

Full-size piano with up-to-date action,
Well made and handsomely finished. Big-"
gest value in Philadelphia. Let us demor
strate this player and show you how easy it"
is to own one. : Y

LYY
f"" 1

i | F. A.NORTH CO.
-- 1306 Chestnut Street
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