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rnllEHU followed silence, which ench of
J-- the rigid forms' at the doorway filled
with a mental picture which was more
or less similar. Then Kenneth freached
for the electric switcfc and the room in-

stantly became as brilliant no On. On
a deep leathern couch sat (llorin in the
yellow town which she had been wcarinn
earlier in the evening, and beside, her
tat Slim JnrlvMu. Slim's arm was about
her, aud her head was upon the shoul-
der of his evening coat.

The par staYtcd, blinked for an
then sprang up.

Tor the briefest moment there was a
tableau : the pair in thejr, part) clothes,

nd tbo quartet iu "drcsslng-goifu- s,

staring nt each oilier." Then Kenneth
stepped forward, palo with fury. Jen
nio wnsi relieved to sec that he was un-
armed; she hnd feared he might nine
come down with the conventional pistol
oi the. Insulted 'male.

"Jackson Holt, jou're a damned
qftcak 1" he bliucd in a voice of

fury. "You've got jour car here,
ffifve miuutes is enough to gel iur
filings together. Iu five minutes I ex-

pect jou and jour car to be leaving!"
Slim Jackson attempted uo replj Uc

merely made u slight bow of ncfpiles-ccnc- c

but even then his bow was oue of
rare grace.

"And, Gloria Rajmoud" Sirs. Har-rlso- u

had stepped forward and was
speaking now. her kindly face stern
with outrnged indignation "I am
ashamed that even for n week I had
to think of you as my daugbtrr-i- n

law! You are without honor, or de-

cency, or shame! Your breakfast will
bo served jou in your room; a car will
be at tb door waiting for jou; you
will take the earliest train away fiom
here that you ran make. And neither
1 nor auy member of tho family cer
wiih to 6e ou or speak to jou again!"

Ulorla bad nt first been d

by the impact of this linexpicted scene.
Hut now her bead wan up and she re
j?arded them all with u sneering, almost
imperial defiance. There was one thing
to be said for Gloria she was not easilj
downed.

"All right. I'll be ready for the car
aud jou can't make it toa early to suit
mo." she drawled. "I guess what's
happened is the best thing that could
Lave happened for me," the added tool
ly; "its kept me fiom beiug tied up
with a second-rat- e famtlj. And be-

sides, it wouldn't have been vinclh
pleasant, having round me a bunch of
epics

This time it was Sue who stepped
forward. And Sue was angrj.

"Spies!" she cried. "Who do you
mean?"

"Your mother nnd J0r brother.
They've evidently been snooping around
and watching inc."

"That's a lie, Gloria Hajmond!
blazed Suo, who had lost herself iu
righteous aud scornful anger. "They
have not been snooping around ! Neither
of them had the least susplciou of this
until ten minutes ago."

"Then bow did they find out?
"I told themthat's how!"
"So, then jou're the sneaking little

spy thatls been snooping around watch-lu- g

me!"
"I am not! I havcul spied on jou

for a minute!" ...
"No?" Gloria's voice was

skeptical. "Then how did jou
learn?'1

"Through that!"- - And Sup held out
the letter Jennie had given her.

"Don't Sue don't!" gasped Jennie
in dismay.

But she was too late. The scene was
moving too swiftly for bcr to halt it.
In fact; Sue did- - not even- - hear her
frantic cry.

"That's jour handwriting, isn't it?
Sue demanded.

"Looks like It," Gloria coolly an-

swered.
"Then thoro jou are!" Sue cried

triumpbautlj . "In this note jou make
this-ver- y appointment with Jackson
HoltP'

Gloria seized the letter and glanced
it through. "I never wrote that!" she
exclaimed.

Jennie, Tery dazed, was palpitant
with feaf of what this unexpected twist
in the affair might be leading to. Slim

lanced at tho letter, then buuded it
ack.

"No, I never saw it before."
None of the three Harrisons spoke.

Thfey had belieed Gloria had lied, aud
they now believed that Slim wbb lying
to support her.

"That's nothing but a forgery. Sue
Harrison," declared Gloria; "a bit of
cheap work on jour part!"

"It's not a forgery, aud I didn t do
U!" crkd the wrathful Sue.

"No! Then whetc did jou get 11?

"Sue!" besought Jeuuie in a very
fcick whisper.

"Hut Sue was ulteily in the control
bf her wrathful disbelief. "Jennie Mil-

ler saw it slipped to some nmu, Sue
jruphed on. "She suspected something
wrong, and when n little later she

UAOUX

(The young rabbits lake Ptsgy,
Billy and JuAgo Owl to a cellar in the
Underground City tchere Daddy Mole
fronds guard oicr buried treasure.)

, Arrested by the Mole Tollce.

EGG'S and Billy gave a cry of joy

Pas their eyes rested upon the gold aud

ellver In the burled chest. Here"- were

rare riches enough to buy a dozen au-

tomobiles, an airplane and huudreds of

"Now wo can .give Christmas presents
to the ratchy-patc- h children." whis-
pered Peggy to Bill), keepiug her voce
rery low, for she knew that the rabbits
would not like this plan at nil.

"Take it away!" grunted Daddj
Mole, yawning widely und nodding
drowsily. "I'm tired of guarding it. I
want to take my winter vacation sleep

It 'peace."
Peggy and Billy needed no further in-

vitation; they ran to the treasure chest
and pulled at the old gold pieoen. But,
alas, tbey had forgotten that they
were now ob tiny ns mice. 'I heir
little, toylikc hands couldn't budge u
single one of the hcaped-u- p coins. Tncj
tugged und they jerked, but all in vain.

"Hurry up, said Johnny Rabbit.
"Wo want to get back to the Patchy-patc- h

vegetable cellar before morniug
und have a cabbago breakfast."

"Wo ore trjlng to hurry, but we
can't get these coins out of tho chest,
panted Billy.

"What's that? What' that?"
grunted Uaddy Mole, suddeuly waking

UP"We can't move this gold," replied

Ah, ha! If the gold belonged to
Sou it would go with you. I smell mis-

chief. Police! Police!" squeaked
Baddy Mole in excitement. Ho rau to
little cupboards iu tho wall and jerked
out several dark forms sleeping there,
ill tho while culling loudly: "Police!
Police!"

Th. dark forms rolled over on the
ground and tried to go back to sleep
again, but Daddy Mole kept shaking
them,, onu nnaiiy incy sat up, Mucy
were threo molo policemen,

"What's he matter?" they asked.
ViTjicse funny toylikc creatures tried

to"'iun avvity4 with tlie hidden treasure,"
fui grunted,
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danced with the man she mnunecd to
get the note out of his pocket. Noll
twuity minutes ngo she brought the
note to me she didn't know what to do
with it. She dldu't tell me who the
rami was. and we didn't kuow who he
was till Kenneth turned on the HghU.
1 here you arc that how I got the
letter!"

Gloria wheeled about on Jeilnle. "So
here's where Jeuuie Miller comes into

the picture!" she blazed flt her.
Hut Jcmitc, for that Instant, was

not cutt cun-clot- n of Gloria's existence.
Hir ev,. ur fastened 111 feverish leal
nud suspense upon Slim Jackson. She
kucw It was Slims nature 10 sinuc
back. Tciiselj she uvvnltcd his de-

nunciation her pnrentugo the low
places where she had lived and whence
she had come her ariest, her being
even now a fugitive with bond forfeited.
Him wus to have the amazed
HarrKous turn upon her; she wus pic- - j

nared to be ordered out of the house
even ns Slim and Gloria nod particu-
larly did alic feci in anticipation the
amazement, the coldness, that would
come Into Kenneth's face.

Slim's ejes were steadily upon her;
she could not loosen her gaze fiom his.
Miuutis went b). so it seemed to her,
though iu nnlity hardly any time time
nt all had passed and Biin suid uoth-in- g

at all.
'Hint bcwildeied her yet more. Whj

did Slim not denounce her?
Dlmlj sh- - heard Gloria speak to him.

"This letter was never in jour poa
session, was it?"

"It was not.'! he lcplicd
"Deniil is of uo use," spoke up Sirs,

llarriion in the crisp, cold voice of
tinalih "The fact that wc found jou

ro iroics the letter's aullicuticltj
Auyhow. the only point of importance
is our fiudlug jou here. Theie is no
morn to bo said. Wc wish jou both
good-bj.- " ;

Slim, bowing slightlj , sliutcd out
Itrst Jennie had shrunk back u couple
of jards behind the Harrisons und was
last in the Hue in fact, she wus al-

together through the doorwav and in
the big living loom As Slim drew near
her she was sure the expected would
happen, but Slim merely guvc her n

separate bow and passed ou
She could uot understand !

The next Instant Gloria was coming
through. She halted squarclj bcfori
Jennie rind glared nt hci

"ou weie behind all this. Jcnnu
Miller." she breathed furiouslj . "It
may be a long lime coming, but I'll get
cen-j- ou wait and sec!"

Jennie felt uo fear because of Gloria,
und since the Harrisons weic following
close, her answer was quiet und with-

out animonj. "Very well, Gluiin I 11

wait "
Gloria swept by nud up the stauwuv.

Kenneth, bis face pale and set, passed
Jeuuie without .1 word and disappeared.
Hut her heart leaped. Kenneth whs
saved. . .

Mrs. Harrison slipped tier arms
around Jennie and drew her down upou
a cdueh, and fine, ou .lennie s oinri
side, also put n tight arm about her.

"Jeuuie. we simplj cannot thank jou
too mudi!" breathed Mrj. Harriwu in
a quavering voice, tears upon hu
cbcekB. "You've savid us ull from u

terrible calamitj aud espcclanj nuvc

oi saved Keuutth from n ruined life.
The onl) waj Kenneth could have been
made to believe whut we all, suspected
was bj having the thing shown before
his own cjes and to jou is the entile
credit for his being shown. Mv dear.
1 liked jou before but now I feel that
I owe jou everjthing! Uverythiug!"

There were more of such waim words
from the soul, both from Mi, Harrlsou
nud from Sue. Vo the time Jennie
forgot the utraugeness of Slim's be-

havior, and Gloria simply did uot st.

She was thiilled with triumph triumph
that swelled within her and swept her
diz?ilj aloft. She had won and won
iu every detail! Aud behiud her exult
ant triumph was the subconscious
knowledge that whatever her means,
and however much triumph might bene
lit her persouallj, the had triumphed iu
a righteous cuuse.

She was still exalted wheu the
entered her room She switched on her
light nud mndo for her bed. Then she
suddeuly stopped short, for pinned to
her pillow was u folded piece of papr

Her exultation was suddeuly stilled,
and wondering she unfastened the pupei
and unfolded it. It was u sheet of the
heavy Silver 1! luffs note paper, aud on
it was written in pencil:

"I'll be waiting for you on the drive
just inside the entruueo to the grounds.
Come as soon as its safe.

"P. S. This is uo forgery." v

There was no signatuic, but she in-

stantly knew the handwriting to be
Slim Jackson's. What could Slim
want? And again caino the question
which had puzzled her u little while
before: Why bad Slim not denounced
her when she had exposed him?

(CONTINUHD TOMOUKOYV)

DREAMLAND ADVENTURES
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"THE CHRISTMAS TREASURE"

"Well, let them run. The treasure is
u nuisance," j.ivvucd one of the police-
men. K

"Order m the court!" grunted Daddy
Molo and he climbed on u little throne
that was like a judge's bench. "Arrest
tho pilsoners " Tho mole policemen
jnwned nud tapped Peggy, Billy and
Judge Owl on the shoulder.

"iou nrc under arrest," they suid,
Duddy Mole frowned down from his
scat.

"Whut do you mean by coming here
and tnjln this w'us jour gold?" he
demouded.

"We dldu't saj it was our gold. The
rabbits gave it to us." replied Billy.

"Is this jour gold?" demanded Judge
Owl of the rabbits.

"No, it is nobody's gold. That's why
we gave it to these iiueer tojs for suv-in- g

our lives," said Johuuy Jtabblt,
aud whist! the three rabbits darted
nwaj thiough 4hc outrr door.

"ou ought to bo ashamed of jour-.elcs- ,"

suid Daddy Mole severely to
l'cggi, Billy und Judge Owl, hut he
didn t say whether they should be
ushuined of themselves for saving the
lives of the rabbits, or for trjiug to
take the gold the rabbits had givci.
them. Daddy Mole turued to the molo
policemen : "Gentlimen of the jury,
jou have now heard all about this case,
what is jour verdict?"

"Guilty," yawned ull tho mole polico-me-

tumbling into their little clip-
boards and going sound asleep again,

"Good." Said Daddy Mole. "As jou
l.iscals like gold so well, I'll give it to
jou and sentence jou to spend thcrost
of jour lives here guarding It, Good-
night! Daddy Mole rolled Into an
empty cupboard und in less than a sec-
ond ho was us souud asleep us the
policemen,

Peggy looked at Billy and Billy looked
at Peggy. Hero was an odd state of
affairs. They hud been given the gold,
but they couldn't carry it nwuy, and
they hnd bepu sentenced to stay there
and watch it. What good would it do
them there in that hole vvbqt good,
even though it should amount to a
million dollars?

They turned to escape, but the doqr
had disappeared. Tlicro seemed uo wuy
to get out.

(Tomorrow tcitl be told hoto rtooue
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