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ELGIANS, LED BY MERCIER, ASK
KAISER TO STOP DEPORTATIONS,

tion.

ineredible, too preposterous.

Outwardly the Marquis preserved an impeceable

the side of the Allies.

residence and saved him fiom the infuriated Belgians in

Explanatory Comment

[E Marquis de Villalobuy, who urged Cardinal Mer cier to draw up the direct appeal to the Kaiser concern- | by its anventor, Willlam J. Beacl, an
b ing the deportations, was an ideal type of Old World diplomat. _ . A
Hie Spanish inheritance of courtliness and the social graces failed to exert a profound impression on|

-4 !& upstart Prussians with their vulnerable assumption of good breeding.
~ points of international technigue, and to his post of Spanish minister to Belgium he brought accomplish-|
ments and abilities which speedily made him a dominating figure throughout the vears of German occupa-

Above all, his sense of justice was unimpeachable, At the outbreak of the war, in common with many
of his compatriots, he was diginelined to believe in the dark iniguity of the German empire. It all seemed oo

Furthermore, Spain was bound to Austria, who had ignited the spark of conflict, by numerous powerful
ties. A son of a Hapsburg mother eat on the throne of Spain. A Hapsburg, who was also King of Spain—
Charles V—had once been virtually master of Continental Europe. .

neutrality. He was, however, observing and {ast

soming into contact with unanswerable facts. Belgians close to the Cardinal have declared that within a very
few weeks after the invasion of their native land the sympathies of the Spanish minister swung fervently to

Although from the diplomatic standpoint it was impossible for the Germans to find uﬂiu'inl fuuh' with
his conduct, he was, with Brand Whitlock, Herbert Hoover and others, of the greatest assistance in the
administration of the relief of Belgium. He did hiz utmost to save Edith Cavell. His adroitness s}‘lwnthed ‘nu{
many & situation which wottld have resulted otherwise if handled with passion, In associntion with the Car-
dinal—a olose friend—the Marquis was a factor of great influence in a season of terrorism. . .

Tt is typical of Villalohar's taste for the ironie that he took Crown Prinee Rupprecht into the ministerial

November, 1018, when the German machine collapsed.

of the Unemployed.]

CTING on the advice of the Marquis de Villalobar,

the Spanish minister in Brussels, a number of prom-
inent Belgians, animated by a desire to exhaust every
possible means to put an end to the deportations, had
vecourse to a direct appeal to the Emperor. On Su_n-
day, February 11, the Spanish minister and M. Levie,
minister of state, repaired to the archbishop’s house to
acquaint the Cardinal with their plan and to ask. him
to join hande with them. The interview resulted in an
agreement that the Cardinal should draw up the appeal
and that M. T.evie should be commissiotied to gather the
signatures.

On Wednesday a copy of the document was handed |
to the Spanish minister, He in turn passed it on to Har_on
von der Lancken, who at onee dispatched it to Berlin
On Thursday, the 15th, M. Levie, Buron de Favereau
and Prince de Ligne, on the introduction of the Marquis
de Villalobar, handed the appeal oft
der Lancken, who was shortly to leave for Berlin, The
chief of the politicn] department promised his active|
support, as well as that of the Governor General, in |
order to obtain from the Emperor the fuvorable answer |
to the appeal. |

The text of the petition runs as fellows: |

Imperial Majesty,

The signatories of this appeal with heavy hearts
have seen and still see every day thousands of their
brethren torn from their families and dragged for-
vibly into exile, where they are compelled to choosze
between starvation and work which offends their dig-
nity as patriots, The representatives of ‘jous

public bodies in Belgium. ministers of state, the hier-

archy, members of Parliament, the magistracy and
the bar, commercial and industrial magnates, trade
unions and workmen's societies, have vaised their
volces on behalf of their countrymen and have brought
to the notice of the General Government with that
eandor which is the mark of a free people, the deep
o distress of the nation, the causes that have brought
it about, those that foster it and thosze that day by
day augment it. |
If your Majesty has leisure to peruse these docu-
ments and will deign to verify the grounds on which
they rest, there can be no doubt that you will
be incllned to do us justice. You can hardly imagine
the wave of indignation which would pass over vour
empire, if ever your own subjects were unrensonably
expatriated and coerced into conrolldating by their
work a foreign domination.

Your Imperinl Majesty prides vourself on wyour
loyalty o your faith. May we not then be allowed
to remind vou of the simple and ye! striking words
of the Gospel, “Ilo unto others that which you would
have done to yourself”?

The Emperor of Germany will understand how
repugnant to our national amour-propre is
as a favor what in normal times we could justly claim
as a right.

the vi
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Life and Liberty at Stake

But the life and liberty of a great number of out
fellow citizens. whom we love as brethren, is at stake,
We have had the courage to stifle every other feeling

but that of brotherhood. We ventura to
hope that ir Majesty will be guided by but one
sentiment—that of humanity.

The undersigned, representing the religious, po-
Htieal and judicial. economic and social authoritiag of
the Belgian people, hope that yvour Majesty will give
the necessary orders to cease depo Belgian
worlmmen and to rvepatriate those who have heen
driven into exile,

They offar to wour Majesty their respactful hom-

nRe.
’ Brussels, February 14. 1017
Signatories:
Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of Maines, Primate of
Belgium,
Ministers of State—Vise Baron de

Favereau, J. Devolder,
Relief and Victualing Commities
president.

i Selway,

Senate—Baron s Baron
d'Huart, secretary; Ardoye,
quaester; Alex . Prospe

Hanrez, Em.

Chamber of Repr
wice presider secretary; Xavier de
Bue, quaestor; Bertrand, Mi
Hoedgarden, du Bus de Warn
son Wauters, ¥ %k, Emile Ti
MaENS.

Court of Appe:
Georges Terlinden, pracurater general.

The Bar—Edmond Picard, hatonnier de easzation; H.
Botson, batonnier d'appel.

Nationsl Bank of Belgium—L, van der Reszt, vice gav-
ernor,

Soclety General of Belgnum—Jean Jadet, gavernol

Prince de Ligne.

Count Jean de Merode, grand marshal of the court

Count John 4'0ultremont, honorary grand

Baron Hermann de Waoelmont, grand mas
household

Count Leo d'Ursel,

Count Jacques de Lisdekerie,

i > . Miscount de Parc.

Baron Goffinet, grand master of the household of He

Tmperial Majesty the Empress Charlotte

. Fulgence Mas

sut, P. Wanwey-

Dupont, first president;

Proof Sent to Germany

A copy of the uppeai to the Emperor, to whith wis

nded certain documentary evidence consist
reports statistics, ete,, was handed in to the Governor
mi. together with the following letter

Brussels, February 14, 1017.

The undersigned have had the honor to address
‘Lo his Majesty the Emperor of Germany an nppesl,
& oapy of which is annexed to the present letter.
% They did not deem it necessary to join to th
; t the evidence inclosed, herewith, which in
 opinion supports it. But they desire that this
should be in the hands of your Excellency

ng of

[Continuation of Chapier XXX—The Deportation ]

ally to Baron von |

his Malesty expresses the desire to have it lald be-
fore him, {o communicate it to him.
Accepl, sir, the assurance of my zincere esteem.
(This letter was signed by the s=ame persons as
the petition to the Emperor.)

On Mareh 2 Baron von der Lancken transmitted
orally to Baron de Favereau, president of the Senate,
the answer given by the Emperor to the petition of the
Belgian notabhles. He declared that his Majesty had de-
cided to have minutely examined the demands contained
in the appeal addressed to him, veserving to himself the
giving of a definite decision, Meanwhile he had given
orders to send back to Belgium persons denorted by mis-
tiake as unemployed and to suspend till further orders
the transfer into Germany of Belgians unemployed.

little the unhappy men, who had heen taken away by
force into Germany, were able to return to their country.

ferings they had gone through, s A large number, ox-
hausted by the hardships inflicted on them in forcing
them to work. had {o he looked after in the hospitals.
The Cardinal made his voice heard once again in favor
of theze victimsz of German barbarity in a letter ad-

the cause of various condemned persons,

Arehbishop’s House, Malines,
April 28, 1917,
To Barou von der Lancken

Dear Baron—D>M. Merjay, residing at 161 Rue de
Culture, Brussels, son of Lieutenant General Marjay,
has just heen condemned to death by Charleroi tri-
bunal, Since the war began he had lost his wife,
one of his sons had fallen in hattle. another had
become prisoner. The Merjay family is eminently
honorable and Christian, The new Governor Gen-
eral * would bring honor on himself by using clem-
ency toward the condemned men,

You will perhaps rememher that last January
vou gave me hope of the relense of the Deun of Orp-
le-grand, M, Herman, who then had undergone half
his sentence. The month of May will soon be here
and the poor dean™ is still in lis cell at Sieghurg. He
has already completed nearly a year and a half of
his sentence. Cannot his last six months be remitted ?

It is a traditional practice for the archhishop
to consecrate his suffragans, Thus 1 was invited to
eonsecrate the mew Rishop of Ghent on Tuesday.
May 1, and jovfully pecepted the invitation. And now
a pass to Ghent is refused, though T had in my request
for a permit indicated the whole of my itinerary. But
all these personal grievances, I put up with without
protest. *

In return. may we not hope that the German au-
thaorities will lean more toward clemency? Will you
not use vour mfluence to biring them to this wiy of
acting? T deem it my duty to remind vou of the de-
lay¥s made in repatriating our workmen; of the la-
mentable condition in which they return tn us—a
clear evidence of the treatment they have undergone.
The war will not last forever. You who see things
from a broader point of view than the militarists
should make them understand that they can have no
interest in arousing against them the indignation of
all right-thinking men on the day conditions of peace
are discussed.

{Sigmed) 0.0, CARDINAL MERCIER,

*Raron Falkenhausen had soocoedod in the

vapacity  of Gaover fGienernl  Baron von Dissing.
wha died April 18, 1017,

M. Herman had boen condemned fo vving halpnd
FoNNg men ot rioss the frontier

Von Der Lancken Ignores Plea
In hig reply ta the preceding letter, Baron vou iler
Lancken examined the different eases mentioned therein,
but passed oveér in eomplete silence the Cardinal’s pro-
test against the manner in which the repatiiation of
the deported was carried out.
Political Dep
g

ment of the Govemmen! General of

Biusaels Vaip 1. 1817

Cavdiue Veverei ‘| Ik ip of
i received your estecmed letter, dated
e plensure to he dhie to answer

¢ thurt a jew days apo the Cure Hevntnn,

\ ceived a venuggion ot the rest of
hea sentever., T'le coee of the Abhbe Allne. "o
et been settled, aul I have vvery reasan fo enpee! a
agtisfaoctory solution,”

Az rep the Meryay vasge, | hiave unt pal bean
anble ta tale oy stepa, owing to the chewye of Gar-
ernay (ieie Tie divees and deat) of on von
Bisging hav o' allowed we LT mow to attend to the
favoy o o ror (i powe lettear of Apeil 12 on helalf
nf Burganie « Degzain, I oniist confess that it will
be very lie obtair authorization for hine ta go to
Su . Jn cazex of thig kivd which lave ov-
cwrred befoce T B, PRNOAL wlly., Ba-
tonner Theod ol wup on foreign sail an attitude
which vas wnt o, a kind to eneconrage the Gorion aits
thorities to ool e w thaa coirne.

Your Eminence alga viskes the véina thad oy
cere wilahle *a aapist ot the conxecration of the &
Biahop of Ghewr. The veaponaibiliiy for his wist

not be laid to the charge of the (Gernias

For mu part, I would have done all I o
frate i J-'n;.--.-; to fTheit hoth for yonpy

and for the Bishope of Fivge and Neamui

rould have b needful ta put off the canseera-
Finw o a e days. Ax, however, the ne fu‘:-'nlr.
pleaded urgency nnd declarved that he would b zatin

fed with thi prieyasues of h -'i'.rjll'u.‘. ;}rli.f_l' elose af hand

i the war zone, o wae wot poseible to give effert ta
the veasona hrought forward by your Eminence tn
Tustairy Your predesice ot the conarerat sy n {ey tifis
taan fla ra J"ul_l}' o e i agkad far. 1 aur of the
more steyngen! vegulplinn whislk hod bheen laieln

ndopted

*The Ahlw A qd  neep
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:'u’.'ll\'l" m sn wing inn
s ta the feantion
(CONTINUED TOMDRROW,)
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[ AIRPLANE lj‘l’;té \_u_znf

Australlan Inventor

Alms at $100,000 Prize

New  York,

ralinn, nt

Jan. 16—An airplane
which rises vertically in the air. sus-
tnining itself by rapidly revolving horl-

his workshop in

this

te
Mr. Beach, who has been flying siven

4 W T
type which shown itsell capable of risin neral nrivate, al resldencs of o Mrs LEY.—Jin, I8, ALIOW 8, wifa af |
vo!-.t.lralls from a spaece rl::m the -iz! feney hflenar 181" Gomen, Ta Jon 0 m“""' """m ‘“"'hﬁ iy
in New York!of a small roof, The peincipnl advan-
| tnge of this type of machine s thal it

[ rotate in a eircle benenth the propellecs

He was a past master of the fine | 1005, and bas designed machines .u.l""""“'1 n eircunifersnes almort an large |
more conventional lines, believes

hin machine, when built in norwal pro-

portions, stands a good chance of win-
ning  the prige of $100.000 offered by
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