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Let Well Enough Alone 
Says Poplar 

SHERIDAN COUNTY 

the best of schools and educational 
facilities, is a progressive and thriving 
town and is the headquarters for thej 
.  Indian reservation, the j  .  Ç 

fight which is now under war bids Indian agency being located there, and 

By C. W. JEROME 
Editor, Poplar Standard 
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L e t ' s  F i n i s h  t h e  J o b ,  
Says Wolf Point 

» 

C. L. MARSHALL 
Former Editor, Wolf Point Herald 

. . . .  ,  ,  „  , h e  , . . .  . , i because of the latter fact, it is the 
fair to go down into history as one, spa{ of  government  for  the Indians 
of the most interesting battles that w j,0 make up a lurge portion of the j 
has been waged iu northeastern Mon- county's population. Here the Indians j 
fiinn for the last decade. The contend- I must come to transact their tribal |  
ing towns nr.- Poplar, which is the affair* m the same manner 8« t h e j 
present temporary * county seat, and white man journeys to the county seat, 
Wolf Point, which seeks to wrest the for his county affairs. 
permanent county «eat from its nrigli- . A large bulk of t rio f.ir*1 » -* • Y"'' ' |  
bor contestant mP 111 K°°sfvelt county arc located on 

It ijiny not be amiss to first give a the Fort Peck Indian reservatjon and |  
brief summary of the forerunner of j by reason of adverse <iop '  
what is now about to be finally de- for the last few years have b -
cided by the November general elee- able to make f.nal proof upon their 
tion. It will b<- remembered that sev- amis. which necessitates the »«Vid
erai new counties were created by the mg and taking up of their homestead 
sixteenth legislative assembly, and that matters with the Indian agent at 
Governor S. V. Stewart permitted the Poplar. By reason of tue coiinfj seat; 
bills to become operative in the stand ; heiug at Poplar, coupled with the tact, 
that he took in refusing to either ap- |  that the Indian agency is also located j 

prove or veto the same. The bill ' there, it has for the last two .years 
creating the county of Roosevelt was1 been extremely advantageous to these 
one of these enactments. In that bill ; homesteaders to be able to transact all ; 
it was provided that the temporary , of their business affairs, both county |  
county seat be located at Mondak, a and homestead, at Poplar. On the; 
small town near the North Dakota ] other hand, if the county seat were ; 
boundary line, and in the extreme removed from Poplar these home-
southeastern corner of the county. steaders would nevertheless be com-

th^law.6 S1 question wafsüb.m'ued !  stc-id' affai'rTnt'l 'olln,0 and* woulTbe ; WOLF POINT IS IN THE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF THE COUNTY, WHILE POPLAR IS JUST WEST OF THE SOUTH CENTRAL PART. 
to the voters relative to where they I forced to conduct their other affairsj 

A 

vote was to be taken two years later 
on the two towns receiving the highest 
votes in the first election. 

T THE NOVEMBER ELECTION ! Interest ran high in the 1920 elec-
the voters of Roosevelt county j t 'on- Froid, one of the 'principal 

... .  , , , _ towns of the county, located on the 
will be handed a very small, se- Bainville-Scdbey branch, in the north-

! parate ballot on which hangs a big is 
I sup—and a tale. There is a county 
j seat fight on of the kind that has put 
a kick in the early history of many 

I of the counties of many of the west
ern states. The little ballots will bear 
the names. in alphabetical order, 
before each, which may be taken 
as sign that a square deal 
is demanded by the citizens of 
the county. The number of x's placed 
before these respective names will de
termine the permanent, county seat. 

desired to locate the permanent county j at Wolf Point. 
seat. The result of that election was, Ti ie  election November 7 is without! 
a plurality vote for Poplar with Wolf j doubt the final chapter in the location I 
Point running second. I'pon the can-j 0f ; l  permanent county seat for Roose-j 
vass of that vote, the county seat was j vf,i t  county. Poplar is far from being j 
removed from Mondak t<> Poalar and , wjthout the support of the press of the !. 
hp s remained there for the past two j county and outside of the county. Pop- j 
years. Poplar not having received a ; jnr  j ias  sojidiy behind her the press of 
I îajority vote, but having received only j a]j towns jn the county, except the 
a plurality vote, the case is now about. Valley Tribune, published at Rainville 
to be submitted to the elector« again ^ jK na tura] f  t |1(, Wolf Point lier
as to whether or not the permanent : {t] ( ]  pubI ishpfj at  Wolf Point. The 
county seat should remain at I oplar or |  Froi (1  Xribune published at Froid, in 
be removed to W olf I ' 'int. (he heart of a large and progressive 

Poplar Claims Central Locationi farming community, has taken the bit 
I oplar contends^ that^a_ co_^nty t  ; between its teeth in furthering Pop-

that is centrally located is most eco- J jar>8  can<jidaPv by explaining to its 
nomically conducted and thereby^best , r,,aders  thp  mpr i t s  of  pop]ar-s  eonten-
serves the interes.s of all the P ' J* ' ! tions and the advantages resulting in 
of a county. 1 oplar challenges (j ip  savjn,r 0f faxes by centra" 
she is the only logical place for the : , )hp  00untv  RPat. " ThP Ci 
county seat for many r-asons In. the j s^chlight published at Culbr 
first place, A\olf Iain is lo c jn strong allv of Poplar in rec 
the extreme southwestern corner of .n cur tai lment  of  taxf8  an 

of a county. , Copla^^hnHen^os^ that |  ̂  savin>r  of  taxes by centrally locat-
""uibertson 

'ulbertson. is 
recommend-

j, j ing a curtailment of taxes and mental 

ousTy situated in almost the exact Ia i„ „„„ 1I la lu l i l l l l8  lUB1 l l t r. 
center of the county, bot h g g . I . mos^ important cogs in the wheel of j 
cally and as to the population of the , .  *i,„ —i —., » : .,e ' 
county. 

Heing favorable located as it 

; retrenchment is the central location of 
j the county seat at Poplar. 

Poplar submits that it naturally fol
lows therefrom that it is most accesi-
blc to the people of the county as a 
whole.  The economical deduction 
therefrom is that it always costs far 
less to conduct the governmental af
fairs of a county when the county 
seat is centrall> located. ' ' 'j 'y and recognized as one of the strongest 
cause of the saving i „ ' '  , champions of the farmers' rights and 
nessrs. jurors, sh , j firmly opposed to anything and every-
county officials. \\ o o .~r ! thing that increases taxation or spon-

from and west of Poplar, witn • - '  

Newspapers Back Poplar 

The Roosevelt County Independent 
and the Poplar Standard advocate the 
same principles. The Producers News, 
published at I'lentywood. an outside 
newspaper having an extensive circula
tion over all of northeastern Montana, 
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eastern part of the county, decided 
not to press her claims, so the leading 
candidates became Bainville, Culbert-
son, I'oplar and Wolf Point. With 
four in the race, it became quite evi
dent that no town could get over 50 
per cent, and reasonably sure that 
Wolf Point would be high town. 

Wolf Point Oats Most Votes 

Bainville and Culbertson took a straw 
vote to determine which town should 
withdraw. Culbertson was loser in the 

Roosevelt county was created by j straw vote, which was finished just 
the legislature in March, 1919, and the ;  before the date of the election, and 
birth of the youngster precipitated a j Bainville's stock took a jump. But 
scrap as to its size and shape that j something happened. Poplar's superior 
has not been finished yet. At a con- |  political methods again came into play, 
ference of the towns within the ter- ; and she received 281 of Culbertson's 
ritory that is now Roosevelt county, j votes and Bainville 80, with 26 pre-
early in 191H. it was agreed to let , ferring Wolf Point. The total vote in 
the matter of slicing a new county the election was, Bainville 1,101, Pop-
off from old Sheridan rest until after Jar 1.301, Wolf Point 1,224, Culbert-
the war. The armistic was signed ; son 49. Brocton 3, Mondak 1. 
the following November, but all but • Greatly to the surprise and disap-
one of the parties to the agreement j pointment of Mondak and the whole 
felt that as no peace treaty had been |  east end, the county commissioners, 
signed the war was not really over!within a few hours after the vote was 
and certainly not war conditions. I canvassed, had the county records load-
Poplar. however, felt it was the op- ! ed on army trucks and on the way to 
portunê time to act. Her natural I Poplar. These east enders have not 
opponents were growing in strength ! yet recovered from their disappoint-
and a lapse of two years might prove i ment. After all their magnanimous 
fatal to her aspirations. ! withdrawals and fairly taken straw 

Poplar Takes Initiative ! votes they saw the county seat depart 
F , ,, : for the western portion'of the county 

Poplar proposed to split a strip ort with no chance of bringing it back at 
the next election. 

Geography of Roosevelt County 
. A brief mention of some of the 

geographical features of the county 
will give a clearer understanding of 
the matters herein discussed. Roose
velt county extends east and west 
along the Missouri river, which is its 
southern boundary, between the North 
Dakota state line and Valley county. 
It has an extreme length of 83 miles. 
From an average width of about 33 

. ^ miles in the west and middle portions 
posed county felt bound by the "after ; it stairsteps down on the north side 
the war'' agreement and Poplar had j to an average width of about 21 miles 
to go to a Valley county member to |  in the eastern portion. The towns, 
get their bill for the creation _ of |  excepting Froid and McCabe, are at 
Roosevelt county introduced. Wolf j the southern edge on the Great 
Point, to defend her interests, had a f  Northern's main line. Figured in di-
bill for the creation of Stuart county ! rect lines and disregardins minor 

the southern side of Sheridan county 
reaching from Valley county to the 
North Dakota line. Bainville and the 
"eastend" people wanted a county of 
convenient shape and dimensions 
carved out of southeastern Sheridan 
county. Wolf Point and the people 
of southwestern Sheridan and north-
em Dawson counties feit that their 
territory naturally belonged in a 
county together. 

Poplar organized her forces and 
laid her wires. The legislative mem
bers from the territory of their pro 

AIRPLANE VIEW OF WOLF POINT. ROOSEVELT COUNTY'S LARGEST TOWN, SHOWING SHERMAN HOTEL IN FOREGROUND. 

introduced. Bainville's plans did not 
crystalize to the bill stage. 

'What happened at Helena that win
ter, in connection with these bills, is 
too deep to be dug up now. Suffice 
it to say that Poplar had the right 
system and the Roosevelt bill passed 
both houses and was signed by Gov
ernor S. V. Stewart. But before the 
boundaries of the new county were 

fractions. Bainville is eight miles and 
Culbertson 22 miles from the eastern 
boundary, while Wolf Point is nine and 
Poplar 28 miles from the western 
boundary. Brockton, oniy a mile and 
a half from he midway point is 
the only really central town in the 
county. The population of the county 
is distributed much after the manner 
of the weight in a dumbbell—bunched 

mile 

firmly opposed to anything and every
thing that increases taxation or spon-

I sors waste of the taxpayers" funds, 
takes up the bludgeon for Poplar in no 
uncertain terms and recommends that 

the bulk of the population of th , bludgeon for Poplar in no 
county extending from Poplar east- i - 1 -
ward and north. < ornput'^<1 at !' '£ j the only common sense thing that the 
legal rate of I returning thit 1 popl« "f Roosevelt county can do is! 
and 10 cents am . 'S j to locate the county seat at. Poplar.! 
means $4.40 ex ra . g sheriff's I 1"' ,p  Glasgow Courier, smother outside] 
and every witnes.-, i • ,  _ nnii disinterested newspaper, published' 
fees, commissioners m « g . • j at Glasgow, whole-heartedly indorses j 
every term of court, i _ rorne'r 1' 'op,ar  * candidacy and says in effect ; 
seat !s removed to the \ that it would be worse than folly to 
of the county. .. _T .. p„;„, ! rwiiow the county seat to Wolf Point! 

It 1« estimated that if <> ' . .. ; which is the most inaccessible place, 
prevails in the election, that t jn ro i lnjv an(j where it would cost 
roet. conservatively estimated, approx- ! nntol f )  thousands in the future to main-
imately $1,000 additional in mileage tain the seat of government. 
that must be paid by taxation. Wolf Point, on the oth«r hand, is'j 
extni expenditure will be permanently wa„j„K campaign as uniid^ as Pop-
fixed and has far-reaching i e* "t>. jar"s  clean cut. in that wine of the; 
Furthermore, there is the^expense ot ; jssues  or  contentions raised by Poplar 
tearing down at Poplar and rc-buuding ; arp  I)1Pj pither directly or indirectly, |  
at Wolf Point. It is approximated that j yv*0jf Point basing her bid for county 
such cost will amount to at least S4U.- . s,,at upon other matters irrelevant to 
000 which the tax-payers will have to . anv or  aj| nf Poplar's basic reasons, 
foot and pay the bill therefore. j Briefly stated, Wolf Point at the 
j County Buildings at Poplar j primaries held last August, strongly 

At the present time, the county of- |  advocated what was called a ' 'Clean 
fjeials are '.orated at Poplar, in a large  ) House ticket, the idea behind l t  
and commodious brick building which being that the present incumbents m 
affords all modern -I 

beforehe county seat was removed to j should not therefore be returned to 
Ponlar after which time it has been j ottice. 
used exc lus ive ly  for county offices, Pop- A so-. a led Clean House ticket 
lar having another school building, j P»t into the field, backed by. Wolf 
erected a few vears ago. which is one |  Point. containing candidates sup-
of the most modern and ample school posedly pledged to he idea of strict 
building" in the state. ! economy. — "" 
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WEST MAIN STREET, WOLF POINT. 

fixed a serious breach occured between , at the ends without nearly so much 
! Froid and Poplar. The Poplar j in the middle portion. Dividing the 

county makers proposed to narrow j east an,i west dimension into three 
• the eastern end of their county to the ; equal sectors of approximately 2S 
! extent that wuld leave Froid in Sheri- niiies each, and estimating the popu-
i dan, and plainly said that people of j lation of each on the basis of regis-
; the Froid section were undesirables, i trafions and votes, the county's 10.000 
The Froid people would not stand for j or  ig txX) population is about 6.000 in 

j  this and demanded to be taken into j tj ie  pastern ball of the dumbbell. 0.000 
! the new county if it was formed. It ; ;n the western ball, and about 3.500 in 
i liappened that Froid had a member in |  tjje middle or grip. The population 
: the lower house of the legislature and j miich more dense at the east end 
! Poplar did not dare to attempt to force j [,ut there is 50 per cent more area 
I the proposed exclusion. j  in the west sector, and that much 

County Seat at Mondak more room for new population. 
The bill that created Roosevelt Point with 2400 to 2500 has 

ROOSEVELT COUNTY HAS RICH FARMING POTENTIALITIES. 

having economically used the county's stand Wolf Point heretofore took in 
money during their term of office.  !<he primaries. Poplar charges that 
thereby appealing to the voters and) Wolf Point was, and is. insincere in the 
taxpayers that taxes be saved in the! Pnmares and that the only interest 

b, electing ,  „t inspired 
pledged to carry out such wishes. 

Wolf Point's Camouflage 
by its desire to wrest the county seat 
from Poplar and that Wolf Point in 
not meeting the real issue in the cam 

The "Clean House ticket having j paj„n IS  sjmply attempting to capitalize 
prevailed at the primaries aided as it j dU. r  

l
n;wt Pop]ar  v ia  the route 

was by Wolf Point, Wolf Point now J ) f  
J
(he-"Clean House" - ticket. W rolf 

The result of the election 

v.- w.-'i jisr ^ two vears ago the school district in ; « .  r r. . 
charge of the building since occupied pr««nt officer holder and the norm-
« iidi^i nation of candidates appearing on the 
by the county. pcrmitted he count.N to na^ „ t ieke, In  that cam-
use the same free of all charge and! 'J* ... . ... 
rental, save the nominal expensc of its ^S expenditure of the 
upkeep., the budding being j county monies and bitterly assailed 

\ onnt> virtuaHy every office holder for not for school purpoe 
being necessary, the countv commis- j 
sioners had a model jail building erect
ed adjacent to the county offices, so) 
that now the county seat in Roose- i 
velt county in the way of accommoda- |  
tions and quarters, far surpasses those! 
of any of the surrounding counties of! 
Daniels. Sheridan. Richland or McCone. j 

In this connection it might he said j 
that Roosevelt county is a compara- '  
tively new county and was created out 
of a' portion of Sheridan county. The 
people of Roosevelt county have just 
cause to be proud of the county sent 
accommodations at Poplar and, there 
being no definite assurances that such 
accommodations can at the present 
time or for a long time to come, be 
duplicated or equaled at W rolf Point 
without enormous expenditure of public 
money, the general feeling seems to 
prevail to "let well enough alone"' and 
leave the permanent county seat at 
Poplar. Poplar's campaign throughout 
Is based solely and entirely on the eco
nomical feature of the issue and their 
appeal is directed on the basic thought 
that a county seat that is centrally 
located is most economically conducted 
and results in an annual saving to 
the taxpayers of thousands of dollars. 
Fort Pock Réservation Headquarters 

14P Poplar is a city of approximately 
1,200 population, has all the modern 
improvements of any large city, with 

that the acts committed by such 
officers were committed by them and 
not by the city of Poplar and that 
Poplar, as a community, is in no wise 
to blame nor should it be held respon
sible for any wrongs, either of omis
sion or commission, that such officers 

county placed in office the first board 
of county commissioners, two of the 
three being, of course, of Poplar s 
choosing. Mondak. in the extreme 
southeastern corner of the county, w~as 
selected as temporary county seat, with 
the understanding that it was to re
main such, in the spirit of fair play to 
all other towns, until a permanent 
county seat was chosen by the voters. 
The first set of county officers also 

officers but that the people of the 
entire county elected them and that 
they must answer to the people as a 

plenty . 
mirigs which, as' Poplar claims. is : further says that inasmuch as the pre-
simpl.v camouflage to becloud and be- j sent, set of officers were elected by 
fog the real issue and which, as Poplar ] all of the people of the county and 
says, is directly inconsistent with the : came from all portions of the county, 
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HIGH SCHOÖL BUILDING AT POPLAR. 

aries. 
The situation is best summed up. 

and tersely so. in the following, taken 
from the Producers News, an outside 
and disinterested newspaper, published 
at Plentywood in Sheridan county: 

"In the fight to 'clean hoii!«e' as it j 
was called. Wolf Point took a promi
rent part and staged a great theatrical! 
for political decency and public eco
nomy. Of course every voter in 
Roosevelt county knew at all times 
that the interest Wolf Point took in 
the clean up of Roose\e!t county was 
an interest inspired by thnt city's de
sire to become the county seat of 
Roosevelt county, nothing more nor 
nothing less. In other words, were it 
not for the coming county sent elec
tion. Wolf Point crowd would indeed 
have been found voting with the old 
'gangsters'. Wolf Point figured that if 
that city could get into the fight as 
Hie champion of good gover%nent and 
help the farmers mid workers and 
honest taxpayers clean out the grafting 
gang that, the farmers had been fight- j 
ing for four long years, that the good 
will thus secured would be bread cast j 
upon the water for Wolf Point, and j 
that if in the fight against the old ; 
gang could be made a fight against the j 
city of Poplar, and the city of Poplar: 
identified as a part of the ganj-, then 
the victory of Wolf Point would be 
made sure, by the capitalizing of that 
prejudice. 

"Wolf Point made a slogan of econo-

about 45 per cent of the town popula 
tion of the county and maintains that 
within a few years half the popula
tion of the county will be in her sec
tor. The middle sector is thinly set
tled and contaius a large antount of 
Indian allotments, Poplar and Brock
ton being the only towns. 

Putting Then Through Their Pacrn 
According to the claims of her op

ponents Poplar, located at the grip 
of the dumbbell, has so far kept a 
firm hold on it while doing stunts 
and developing her political strength. 
At the election two years ago there 
were loud complaints from some sec
tions.. The first set of officials were 
all candidates for re-election and all 
managed to land, strongly backed by 
Poplar. The western sector of the 
county was again left without repre
sentation on the county staff. 

The campaign of 1922 began quite 
early in the summer the first battle 
ending with the nominating primaries 
August 20. Poplar, during her two 
years of probation as temporary 
county seat, had lost the confidence 
of many of her former friends. There 

r». .  .o ut , uu.se «mu.— i  manent county sent. The law provides j JYere  ominous rumblings in see
ing to see Wolf l'oint, slaughtered with that nothing less than a majority of all ; 1 'ons induced by rumors of cxtrava-
her own weapon, but things like this votes cast on the issue could make a ! Eanc^- mismanagementand_ a rapidly 

my in the primaries in its war on the j Were named in the bill. 
old gang. I'oplar has now come back Some buildings were rented, some 
with the same slogan in regard to the were purchased, and remodeled to take 
location of the county seat. Poplar is j  cnre of the various offices. Fixtures 
in the middle of the county, already land supplies were purchased through 
has the county seat, and the removal a  Poplar firm. A Poplar printing con-
of the same to Wolf Point in the ex- icern received the contract for the coun-

have committed. Poplar insists that as|trr*nc western end of the county would I ty printing and its paper became the 
a city it was not alone in electing those entail a terrific expense and the cost ; official paper. A Poplar man was 

" '  '  * of maintaining the government, at Wolf ; awarded the contract to transcribe the 
Point over Poplar, would during each j county records. A county jail was 
year mount up to thousands of dol- built and a vault to protect the records, 
jars, which excess cost would have to I Altogether quite an amount of the 
'come out of the taxpayers—taxpayers j young county's slender funds was re-

of a county that is now in debt beyond quired to get ready to function as n 
the debt limit—and who would bene-1 county, and the year 1010 was well 
fit? Not the taxpayers, but Wolf Point along before the work was completed, 
alone. So Poplar has the best, of the1 At the general election in 1020 the 
argument when the idea of economy ; county voted on the question of a .per
is considered. And it is of course nmus- • maneiit county seat. The law provides! 

will occur in politics. 
"Now while Poplar starts in with 

(Cont inued  on  I 'ngc  Twro)  
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ROOSEVELT COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND JAIL AT POPLAR. 

andidate permanent county seat, and county debt. Rnt definite, re
in the event of no town receiving more liable tacts were hard to obtain. 
than 5U per cent of the votes another ; was known that the state examiner 

had gone over the county records last 
1 April and May and it finally became 

known that the report of the examina 
tion was in the hands of the county 
officials but efforts to obtain copies 
were fruitless as the report had not 
been filed in the county records, or 

i published in the official paper. On 
i top of this situation all the old of-
i finals whose terms h&H expired, and 
: who were eligible, announced them 
j  selves as candidates for third term«. 
' The patient ends of the "dumbbell 
decided they had been swung enough, 

i A movement, with its centers of great
est activity in Bainville and Wolf Point, 
adopted As a suitable slogan, "Let s 
Clean House in Roosevelt County. 

' Strong representative candidates were 
j induced to accept places on the "Clean 
House" ticket and two of the old offi
cials. assessor and school superintend
ent. were indorsed. Seven towns and 
communities were represented on the 

' ticket. 
Million Dollars Indebtedness 

For the purpose of getting at least 
a portion of the truth of the existing 
condition of county affairs before the 

j whole people, Wolf Point had a copy 
(rontii|ti*d on r»*» T»«) 


