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Abstract of Mr. Hamilton's pamphiet.

The univerfal atttention, which Mn.
Hanitron’s “ Letter concerning the
Public Conduét and Character of Joun
Avams, Efg. Prefident of the United

States,” has excited, is a fufficient proof]

of the interefting nature of its contents.

So decidedly does it tend to impeach the
official charaéter of Mr. Adams, that it
fhould, at this interefting crifis, be read by
every citizen ; that, if true, it may have its
due weight on the enfuing eleétion ; if falle,
that charges fo hoftile to his reputation,
fhould be repelled by more correct - infor-
mation.

Itis the duty of the prefs to diffufe the
contents of fuch a performance.  This
purpofe would be beft anfwered: by the en-
tire publication of the pamphlet. which is
not long ; thereby avoiding any imputation
of incorretnefs or misreprefentation which
might be thrown upon partial or mutilated
ftatements.  But this is unfortunately for.
bidden. The copy right is vefted in M.
Langof New-York. Under this reftri¢tion
the beft alternative feems to be to furnifh an
abstract of the moft important parts. It
will be fairly given, without regard to party
views.

T'he. performance begins with an avowal
of its object.

% Some of the warm perfonal friends of}
Mz. ADAMS are taking unwearied pains
to difparage .the motives of thofe Federal-
ifts who advocate the equal fupport of
General PInckNEy at the approaching  e-
lection of Prefident and Vice-Prefident.
They are exhibited under a variety  of af-
peés equally derogatorys . Sometimes they
are verfatile, factious fpirits, ‘who cannot
be contented with any man that will ot
fubmit  to be governed by them :—Some-
times they are intriguing partifans of Great

~ Britain, who devoted to  the advancement

of her views, are incenfed againft Mx.
Anpaus for. the independent impartiality of
his conduct. ; _

« In addition to a full fhave of the oblo-
quy vented againft ' this defeription of]
perfons colle®ively peculiar  accufations
have been devifed to fwell the catalogue of]
my demerits. Among thefe, refentment of
difappointed ambition forms a prominent
feature. It is pretended; that had the Pre-
fident, upon the demife of GrNERAL
WasuiNGTON, appointed me Commander
in Chief, he would have been, in my efti-
mation, all that is wife, and good, and
great. 1

« TItis neceflary, for the public caufe, to
repel thefe flanders; by {tating the 'real
views of the perfons who are calumniated,
and the reafons of theirconduct.

« In executing this tafk, with particu-
lar reference to myfelf, 1 ought to pre-
mife, that the ground upon which I ftand
is different from that of moft of thofe who
are confounded with me as in purfuit of]
the fame plan. While our object is com-
mon, our motives are varioufly diffimilar.
A part well affe@ed to Mr. Apans, have
no other wifh than to take a double chance
againft Mr. JEFFERSON, -~ Another part,
fecling a - diminution of confidence in him,
ftill hope that the general tenor of his
condud will be effentially right. Few go
as far in  their objections as’ I do.  Not
denying to Mr. Apams patriotifin and
integrity, and even talents of a certain
kind, I fhould be deficient in candor, were]
I to conceal the conviction, that he does

. not poflefs the talents adapted to the Ad-

ministration of Government, and that
there are great and intrinfic defe@s in hi
character, which unfit him for the office’of
Chief Magiftrate, ¥y % &

“ To give a correct ‘the cir-

_cumftances which have ‘gradually produc-

ed this conviction, it may be uleful to re-
trofpect to an early period.”

. After thefe remarks Mr, Hamilton ob-|
ferves “ that he wasone of that numerous
clafs who had conceived a high veneration
for Mr. Adams, on account of the part he
acted in the firlt ftages of our revolution.”

In the courfe of the war Mr. H’s opinion
of Mr. A. was changed, from the attach-
ment of the latter to the annual enliftment
of troops, and his deflire that a new com-
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pointed, both of which meafures Mr.
Hamilton confidered as injurious,

Jult before the clofe of the war, Mr.
Hamilton became a member of Congrefs.
He there difcovered ¢ {ymptoms of a party
already formed, too well difpofed to fubjeé
the interefts of the United States to the
management of France.” He atonce de-
termined to refift this bias ; and to this re-
folution he afcribes the political perfecu-
tion he has fince experienced.

Mr. Adams was one of the commiffion-
ers for treating of peace with Great Britain.
The commiflioners received from Congrefs
inftructions dictated by a regard to France,
under which’ fentiment they were directed,
if required, to make certain conceflions to
France. % Mr. Adams had the fortitude
to break throuzh the fetters which were laid
upon. them by thofe inftruétions ; and there
is reafon to believe, that, by doing it, they
both accelerated the peace with Great Bii-
tain, and improved terms, while they pre-
ferved our faith with France.”

This conduét of Mr. Adams infpired
Mr. Hamilton with high refpet for him
though to Mr. Jay is due the greateft cre-
dit for the ¢ lead he took in the feveral fteps
of the tranfaction.” :

“ But this did not hinder me from ma-
king careful obfirvations upon his [everal
commupications, and endeavoring to derive
from them an accarate idea of his talents!
and charader. ~ This {erutiny - enhanced;
my efteem in the main, for bis moral quali=
Acations, but leffened my refpe& for his
intelle¢tual endowments. :

¢ 1 then adopted an opinion, which all
ay fubfequent experience has ' confirmed,)
that he is a man of an ' imagination fub-
limated and eccentric ; propitious neither
to the regular difplay of lound judgment,
nor to fleady perfeverance in a fyftematic
plan of conduct ; & I began to perceive wlhiat
has been fince too manifeft, that, to this
defeét are added the unfortunate foibles of
a vanity without bounds, and a jealoufy
capable of difcoloring every objects

“ Strong evidence of fome traits of this
character is to be found in a Journal off
Mnr. Apams, which was fent by the then
Secretary of Forelan Aflairs to Congrefs.
The rea(;ine; of this Journal extremely em-
barrafled his friends, efpecially the delegates

terrupted it, & atlaft, fucceeded in putting!
a {top to ity on the fuggeftion that it bore
the marks of a private and confidential pa-
pery ' which, by fome miftake, had gotten
into its prefent fituation, and néver - could
have been defigned as a public document
for the infpection of Congrefs.  The good
Aumour of  that body yielded to the fug-

reftion.

M. Hamilton’s opinion of Mr. Adams
did not prevent him from cordially *fupport-
ing him for the’ Vice Prefidency.

“ But is was deemed an effential point
of caution to take carey, that aceident, or
an intrigue of the oppofers of the govern-
ment, fhould not raile Mr: Apawms, in-
ftead of General WAsHinG 10N, to the firft
place. .

% Great was my aftonifiiment, and equal-
ly great my. regret, when afterwards, I
learned from perfons of unqueftionable ve-
racity, that Mr. Apams had complained
of unfair treatment, in not having been
permitted to take an equal chance with
Gens WAsHINGTON, by leaving the votcs
to an uninfluenced current.

+ Mr. Adams was eleted Vice Prefident ;

ind Mr. H. declares himfelf to have been
well fatisfied with the official deportment of
Mr. Adams, who, asa one of the Truftees
of the Sinking fund, gave him his decided
fupport againft the fyitematic oppofition of
Mr. Jeﬂzrlbnx.

“The epoch at length arrived, when the
retreat of Gen. WasningrTon made it
aeceflary to fix upon a fucceffor. By this
time, men of principal influence in the
Federal Party, whofe fituation had led them
to an intimate acquaintance with Mr.
Anams’s charadter, becan to entertain
terious doubts about his fitne(s for the fta-
tion ; yet, his pretenfions, in feveral refpedis.

of MaflTachufetts, who more than once. i
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were {o ftrong, that after mature refieét-
ion,’ they thought it better to indulge their
hopes than to liften to their fearss To
this conclufion, the defire of preferving
harmony in the Federal Party, was a weigh-
ty inducement. Accordingly it was de-
termined to fupport Mr. Apams for the
Chief Magiftracy.

With Mr. Adams, it was agreed by the
Federalifts to fupport Thomas Pinckncy.
It was underftood that both thefe gentleman
fhould  be fupported by  the undivided
ftrength of the federal party.

Mr. Hamilton does not difguife his pre-
ference of Mr. Pinckney to. Mr. Adams.
He appeals to his confidential friends in cor-
roboration of this, and as proof that his
“ difapprobation of Mr. Adams has not
originated in the difappointment to which
ithad been uncandidly attributed.”

% The confiderations which had recon-
ciled me to the fuccefs of Mr. Pinck-
NEY, Were of a natare exclufively public,
They refulted from the disgulting ego-
tifin, the diftempered jealoufy,and the un-
governable indiscretion of Mr. Abams’
temper, joined to fome doubts of the cor-
re@nefs of his maxims of Adminiftration.
Thougl in matters of Finance he had adt-
ed with the Federal party; yet he had,
more than once, broached theories  at va-
riance with his practice. And in conver-
Tutiony he repeatedly made excurfions into
the field of foreign politics, which alarmed
the fricnds of the prevailing fyftem.”

Mr. Adams was elected Prefident.

“ It is afact, which ought not to be
forgotten, that Mr. ApAns, who had e-
wvinced difcontent, becavfe he had not been
permitted to take an equal chance with
Gen. WASHINGTON, was enraged with.all
thofe who had thought that Mr. Pixcik-
NEY ought to have had an equal chance
with him.  But in this there is perfect con-
{ifteney. .- The fame turn of temper is the
folution of the difpleafure in both cafes.”

# It is to this circumftance of the equal

fupport of Mr. 'PINGKNEY, that we arc
in a great meafure to réfer the  ferious
{cism which™ has fince grown up in’ the
Federal party.’*
“ Mr. Apams nevercould forgive the
men who had been éngaged in the plan;
though it embraced fome of his moft partial
admirers.  He has difcovered bitter ani-
mofity againft feveral of thew. Againit
ey his rage has been [o vehement, as to
have caufed him more than once, to for-
get the decorum, which, -in his f{ituation,
ought to have - been an inviolable Jaw.
It will not appear an vxaggeration to thofe
lwho have ftudied his character, to fuppofe
that he is capable of being alienated 9}:()11:
afyltem to which he has been attached,
becaufe it is upheld by men whom he
hates,  How large a fhare this may have
had in fome recent aberrations, cannot
calily be determined.”

More recent occurrences ftrengthened
Mr. Hamilton’s conviétion of the unfitnefs
of Mr. Adams for the ftation he held.

& The letter which has juft appeared
in the public prints, written' by him, while,
Vice-Prefident, to Trxcn Coxk, is of
itfelf conclufive evidence of the juftnefs
if this fentiment. It is impoflible to.{’pcak of]
this tranfaction in terms fuitable to its na-
ture, without lofing fight that Mr. Apams
is Prefident of the United States,”

“ This letter avows the suspicion, that
the appointment of Mr. PINCKNEY to
the court of London, had been procured
or promoted by Britifh Influence. And
confidering the parade with which the
ftory of the Duke of Leeds is  told, it ig
fair to confider that circumftance as the
principal, if not the fole, ground of the o-
diousand degrading fufpicion.”

Mr. Hamilton, at fome length, repels
the infinuations made by Mr. Adams in
his letter, and endeavours to fhew that the
inference deduced of the exiftence ot
Britifhi influence is futile and abfurd.
After feveral pointed remarks he afks

’
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* But a more ferious queftion remains :
How will Mr. Apaxs anfwer to the go-
vernment and to his country, for having:
thus wantonly given the fanction of his o-
pinion to the worft of the afperfions which
the enemies of the adminiftration have im-
pudently thrown uponit? Can we be fur-
piifed that fuch a torrent of flander was
poured out againft it, when a man, the
fecond in official rank, the fecond in the fa-
vour of the friends of the government,
[tooped to become himfelf, one of its ca-
tumniators '—-It is peculiarly unlucky for
Mr. Apawns in this affair, that he is known
to have defired, at the tine, the appoint-
ment w¥ich was given to Mr. PINCiNEY.
The Prefident declined the meafure, think-
ing thatit was compatible neither with the
{pirit of the conftitution nor with the digni-
ty of the government, to defignate the
Vice-Prefident to fucha ftation.”

“This letter, better than volumes, deve-
lopes the true, the unfortunate character of
Mr. Apams.”

“The remaining caufes of diffatisfaction
with him refpect his conduét in the office of
Prefident ; which, inmy opinion, has been
aheterogeneous compound of right and
wrong, of wifdom and error.”

After condemning as temporifing the
inaugural fjicech of Mr. Adams, Mr. H.
takes a view of his meafures in regard to
our foreign relations. :
On the refufal by the French government
to receive General Pinckney, “as a final
effort for accommodation, and as amean,
in cafe of failure, of enlightening and
combining public opinion, it was refolyed
tomake another and a *more {olemn. expe-
riment, in the form of a commiflion of
three.” gt d
“ This meafure (with fome objections to
the detail) was approved by all parties ; by
the antifederalifts, becaufe they thought no
evil fo great as the rupture awith France ;
by the federalifts, becaufe it was their {yf-
tem to avoid war with every power, if it
could be doue without the ficrifice ‘of ef-
{ential interefls or abfolute humiliation.” ‘

Mr. Adams's condu thus far reccives
the unqualified applaufe of Mr. Hamilton.

“Theevent of this experiment is frefh
in our recollection. - Our envoys, like our
minifter, were rejected.” !

“ The friends of the Government were
not agreed as to ulterior meafures.  Some
were for immediate and unqualified war;
others for a more mitigated courfe s the
diffolution of treaties, preparation of force
by ‘land and . seay partial hoftilities of a
defenfive tendency ; leaving to France the
option of feeking  accommodation, or
proceeding to open war.  The latter courfe
prevailed.” L

“ The latter conduét of the Prefident forms
a painful contraft to 'his commencement.
It has funk the tone of the public mind
it has impaired the confidence of the
friends of the Government in the Execus
tive Chief—it has diftracted public opinion
—it has unnerved the public councilsesit
has fown the feeds ofdifcord at home, apd
lowered the reputation of the Government
abroade—The ' circumftances which pre-
ceded, aggravate the' difagreeablenels of:
the refults. - They prove that the injudici-
ous things which have been adted, were
not the effects of any regular plan, but the
fortuitous  emanations of momentary ima
ulfes,” R S, :
- % The feflion, which enfved the promul-
zation of the difpatches of our commifiion-
ers, was about to commence. Mr. Apams
arrived at Philadelphia from his feat at
Quincey. The tone of Lis mind feemed to
have been raifed, rather than deprefled.

It was fuggefted to him, thatitmight be
expedient to infert in bis {peech to Congrefs
a fentiment of this import : That after the
repeatedly rejected advences of this coun-
try, its dignity required that it fhould be
left with France in future to make the firit
overture ; that ify defirous of reconcilia=
dion, fhe fhould evince the difpofition by
fending a minifter to this government, he
would be received with the refpect due to -
his character, and treated with in the frank-
nefs of a fincere defire of accommodation.

mander of the, army thould be apnually ap-

-
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