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LIFE or Dr. FRANKLIN.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, who will
fhine w th diftinguifhed luftre in the page of]
hiftory as a philofopher, a politician, and a
legillator, feems to be indebted for his fame
more to natural abilities and f{trength of]
genius than to the greatnels of his anceftors,
or the opulence of his family.  Like the
celebrated French orator, Flechier, he was
the fon of a tallow-chandler, who emigrated
from England for his religious opinions, and
eftablifhed himfelf at Bofton, where he car-
ried on his bufinefs, and where the fubject
of thefe memoirs was born, on the 17th of]
January, 1706

When fcarcely fourteen, young Franklin
left the place of his nativity, where he pro-
bably worked fome time with his father in
his prof-flion, and went to Philadelphia
about the year 1720.  Here he found means
to get himfelf introduced to the only printer
then fettled in thatcity, who, obferving him
to be a youth of parts, and poflefled of a
happy difpofition, received him into his
houfe, and taught him the art of printing,
which at this period was very Little known
throughout the greatcr part of that coun-
trye. :
yIn this fituation, Franklin gave fuch fpe-
cimens of his talents and induftry as recom-
mended him to the notice of ftrangers who,
from motives of curiofityy vilited the print-
ing-office of his mafter, and few of them
quitted it without giving him fome marks of
their liberality and fatistaction.

" Foud of knowledge, and having an infa-
tiable defire for inftruction, young Franklin
perceived thatat fuch a diftance from En.
gland he could acquire it only from books ;
but as thefe were difficult to be procurcd
in a place which contained only four or five
bundred volunies, he formed, in conjunc-

purfuits  were congemal with his' own, a
fmall book focicty, the members of which
agreed to bring together all the literary
works they poflefled, in order to eftablifh a
library. ~ As this refource, however, wasnot
Aufhicient to gratify his ardent thirft for
feience he prevailed on the fociety to con-
tribute a fixed fum every monthy for the
purpofe of purchafing books in London,
which, as they arrived, were added to the
original coll=&ion.

This fociety being foon known, its mems-
bers tapidly encreafed, and, to make %
inftitution more generally ufceful, they ré:
folved to lend out books to fuch of the inha-
bitants of Philadelphia as had a turn for
reading, on condition of theiy paying a cer-
tain fubfcription. By thefe means, they
augmented their fund, and confequently
their colle@ion, fo much, that in the courfe
of afew years they had more books perhaps
than were to be found in all the colonies
put tozether. - In fhort, the advantages
arifing “rom this eftablifhment appeared to
be {o great that their example was followed
at Boﬁon, New York, Charles Town, and
other places ; and thus was laid the founda-

which can boaft of one of the firft refpecta-
bility.

,»Cznvinced, however, that all’ the affift-
ance he could procure would not conduét
him. to that point at which he wifhed to
arrive, Franklin determined to pay a vifit to
England : he therefore went to Fngland
about the year 1724 or 1725, and worked
for fome time in  London, as journeyman

rinter, with the late Mr. Watts. Though
an this humble ftation, he had procured let-
ters of recommendationto Martin Folkes,
Efq. afterwards Prefident of the Royal So-
ciety, by whom he was well received, and
through him was known to Dr. Clarke : but
hewas not gratified with a fight of Sir Ifaac
Newton, which “he often lamented, and
which he had greatly laboured to obtain.
The increafing infirmities, and great age.
of Sir lfaac, prevented him from enjoying
that pleafure. T

It may-not be here improper to obferve,
as an inftance of Franklin's good fenfe,
that he was never athamed of his origin, or

blufhed to mention his having worked foi|* Death is that way. We ourfelves pru-
“ dently choofe a partial death, Tn fome

daily hire. . In a converfation at Paris, in
company with Count I’Arapda and the
Dulke de la Rochefoucault, he replied o an

|tions about the ftate of the paper manufac-

“ for which they were given. It is equal-

tory there, * Few men can give you more
“ information on that fubject than myfelf
“ for I was originally in the printing trade.”
Some years ago, when in Londony he paid
a vifit to Mr. Hett, who fucceeded Mr.
Watts, andtaking a view of the {pot where
he had once laboured, he retired, highly
{atisfied, after making a prefent in money
to the journeymen.  Mr. Watts had be-
haved to Franklin with fo much kindnefs
that he always entertained a grateful re-
membrance of it. At every entertainment
which he gave his workmen, during the
life of Mr. Watts, the health of his old
friend and mafter, who ufed often to fay
that “ his young American composer,’ as
he called himy ¢ would one day make a
confiderable figure,” was, one of the firft
toafts.

By an original letter to Sir. Hans Sloane
Bart. publifhed in the gentleman’s Maga-|
zine,- and dated June 2d, 1725,.it appears
that Mr. Franklin, at this early period, had|
a ftrong turn for philofophical {cience. This
letter is as followss
¢ Having lately been in the northern
“ parts of America, I have brought from
“ thence a purle made of the ftone afbeftus,
¢ apiece ofithe ftone and ‘a piece of the
“ wood, the pithy purt of whichis of the
 fame nature, and called by the inhabi-
“ tants, Salamander cotten. - As you are
*¢ noted to be a lover of curiofiticsy 1have
“informed you of thefe, and, if you have
“any inclination  to purchafe them, or
¢ fee them, let me know yourpleafure, by
¢ a line dire&ted tome at the Golden Fany in
s Little Britain, and 1 will wait upon you
“ with them."’

How long Mr. Franklin' refided in Eng-
land, or in what year he went back to A-
merica, our materials do not inform us,
but we learn, from the account of him pub-
lithed in France, by M. Le Roy, that on
his return he perfuaded the printer who firft
inftructed him in the typographic art to fet
on foot a newspaper, on the plan of thofe
publifhied in  London.  This idea was at-
tended with the happieft fuccels, and his
mafter, who derived great benefit from ity
alter admitting bim as a_partner, out of
graticudé for his friendihip and affiftance,
gave him his daughter in marriage. - The
fruits of *this union werey a fon, who ef-
pouling the party in oppofition to that of]
our philofopher, became one of the chiefs
of the loyalifts, and a daughter, afterwards
married to Mr. Bache, a merchant in Phi-
ladelphia. :

In 1735, Mr. Franklin was attacked by
afevere pleurify, which terminated .in an
ablcefs on the left lobe of his lungs, and
lie was then almoft fuffocated with the
quantity and fuddennefs of the difcharge.
A fecond attack of a limilar nature happen-
ed fome years after this, from which he
foon recovered, and he did not appear to
fuffer any inconvenience in his refpiration
trom the effects of  thefe difeafes, His
idea of death may becollected from a letter
which he wrote to Mifs Hubbard, on the
lofs of his brother, John Franklin, of Bos-
ton, who was Mils Hubbard’s father-in-
laws——=* ‘Dear child,” fays he, % I con-
¢ dole with you ; we have loft amoft dear
“ and valuable relation ; but itis the will
“ of God and Nature that thefe mortal bo-
« dies be laid afide, when the foul is to en-
“ter into real life ; it is rather an embric
¢ ftate, a preparation for living: A man
“is not completely born until he be dead;—
“ why then hould we grieve that a new child
“is born among the immortals, a new
“ member added to their happy fociety ¢
“ We are fpirits.  That bodies fhould be
‘ lent us while they can afford us pleafure,
* ailift us in acquiring knowledge,’ or do-
“ ing good to our fellow creatuyes, is u
¢ kind and benevolent act of God.  When
* they become unfit for thefe purpofes.
“and afford us pain inftead of pleafire, in-
“ ftead of an aic{), they become an incum-
* Drance, and anfwer none of the intentions

¢ Iy kind and benevolent that a way.is pro-
¢ vided by which they may get rid of them.

* cafes a mangled painful limb, which san-
“ not be reftoredy we willingly cut oft. Fe

Wiih geotleman, who afked hicy (ome ques-

-

“ ly, fince the pain goes with it; and he
“ that quits the whole body, partsat once
¢ withall the pains and difeales 1t was lia<
“ ble to, or capable’ of making him {uffer.
“ Our friend and we are invited abroad—on
* a party forever—his carriage was firft rea-
“ dy, and he is gone before us; we could
“ not all conveniently ftart together, and
“ why fhould you and I be grieved at this,
“ fince we are foon to follow, and know
“ where to find him?  Adieu!” - ;

By purfuing his profeflion with diligence
and afliduity, Mr. Franklin, after the year
1748, was enabled, by the fortune which

time to/the ftudy of natural philofophy, and
to the fervice of his country,. by taking an
aftive purt in the government and adminif~
tration of public affairs. | About this period
alfo, he began to turn his thoughts towards
eledricity, in which he made fome very im-
portant difcoveries.. ey

The celebrated = experimentof Leyden
having excited the attention of all the lite-
rati in Eurdpe, Mr. Collinfon amember of
the Royal Society, fent My. Frankiin feve-
ral glafs tubes and other inftruments, pro-
per for making eletrical experiments, and
for purfuing his refcarches in that curious
piart of {cience. | Thefe he employed with
{o much 'fuccels, that he was at length ena-
bled to make thofe difcoveries which afto-
nifhed the world, and which alone are fuffi-
cient to render his naime immortal.  Two
of thole difcoveries feem peculiarly to cha-
raéterife his genius @ that of the unequal dif-
tribution of the electric fluid, and that of
condutors. Mr. Grey. hud faid, a little
before his death, thatif fniall objects were
to be compared with great, he would ven-
ture to aflirm, that elediricity and lighten-
ing were one and the lame thing. The more
the phenomena of eledricity were multipli-
ed, the mote this idea appeared to be
founded in truth ; and as it was oblerved in
Americay that pointed bodies attracied the
electric fluid at a much greater diftance than
bodies of any other figure, our philofopher
concluded, “that it the clouds during a
ftormare filled with that fluid, any metal
point prefented to them, inan elevated fitu-
ation, would be ele@rified by them. This
grand and {ublime conjecture was at firft
treated as an abfurdity by thofe who could
not foar above the prejudices of the vulgar,
but it was foon after confirmed in France by
Mr. Dalihard, who made the experiment on
the 10th of May, 1752,

This gentleman caufed an iron rod, an
inch in diameter, forty feet in length, and
very fharp at the npper extremity, to be
ercéted in a garden at Mary-la-ville, lix
leagues from Paris. - It was fupported by
large poles difpofed at proper diftances, ana
was infulated by means of filk - firings and
a {tool with glafs feet.  On the day above
mentioned, between the hours of two and
three inthe afternoon, after a very loud claj
of thunder, the Sieur Coiffier, who was lef:
to make obfervations in Mr. Dalihard’s
abfence, ran to the machine, and having
vrefented to the rod a piece of wire fitted to
aglafs handle, obferved a fmall brilliant
fbark to proceed from it, with a crackling
noife; and on repeating the  experiment,
produced a fecond, ftill ftronger than the
former, and accompanied - with a  louder
uoife. LA : ‘
Abont a month after this period sur phi-
lofopher verified the fime theory by means
of an eleétric kite, which he raifed when a
ftorm. of lightning avas . perceived to be
ceming on. This kite had a pointed wire fixed
vpon ity by -which it drew the lightning
from the clouds.  The lightning defcended
by a hempen ftring, and was received by a
key, tied to the extremity of it ; that part
of the ftring which was held in the hand
being of filk; that the electric virtuemight
ftop when it came to the keys  Having pre-
pared his apparatus, he embraced the oppor-
tunity of the firft approaching thunder florm
to take a walk into a fieldy in which there

dreading the ridicule which too often attends
anfuccefstul attempts in {cience, he com-
municated his intentions tp nolmdy but his
fon, who aff:ted him in yaifing the kite.

T'he kite being raifed, a confiderable time
elapfed before there was any appearance of
its being cle@rified 5 but juftas he was be.

¢ who plucks out a toeth parts with it fice.

sinning to defpair of his contrivance, he

he had acquiredy to. devote  more of hisj.

was 2 {hed convenient for this purpofe ; but);

La1p IN ADyaANCE.
9D ferved fome loofs threads of the hempen
flring to {tand erect, and to avoid each otier
23 if they had been fulpended on a common
conductor.  Struck with this promifing ap-
pearance, he “mmediately prefented his
kiuckle to the key, and with ifinite plea-
fure perceived a very evident clectric {park.
Others fucceeded even before the ftring wae
wet, and when the rain had moilteueu che
ftring, he colledled electric fire in great
abundance. * ‘This happened i the month
of June, 1752, before he had keard, acs
cording to Dr. Prieftly, of any thing of
the like kind being doné in France. :
This eurious, experiment led our philofo-
pher. to a difcovery of the utmoft impor-
tance to mankind, but efpecially to the in.
habitants of feveral parts of North Ameris
ca, where thunder ftorms are more frequent;
and their efle@s in that dry air more dread-
ful than they are ever known to be in Eu,
rope. . The difcovery here alluded to, was
that of fecuring buildings from being das
maged by lightning. -~ This great,cn(‘f._our
philofopher accomplifhed, by only fixing a
metalline rod higher than any part. of the
building and communicating withthe ground
or rather the neareft waters Thisrod the
lightning was fure to fly to fooner ~than
to any other objeé, and by thefe meaps
its dangerous power was fafely condudted

any harm to the edifice. e

On account 'of thefe  and other ufeful
difcoveries in ele@ricity, - the  Roysl. So-
ciety of London, on the 30th of Novem-
her, 1755, adjudged Sir - Gedfiey Co‘ptey's‘
medil to Mr, Franklin, and delivered it to
be tranfinitted to him, to the care of his
worthy friend Mri Collinfon.  On this oc-
cafion the ‘Earl of Macclesield, then Pre-
fident made a fpeech, which greatly enhan-
ed the value of the prize, and did honor to
the judgment of - that learned body. ¢ To
be affured,” faid his lordfhip; # that in con=
ferving this annual prize, conftint regard
will be had to the advancement of ufeful
knowlege and the honor of the fociety—to
hear it declared, that overlooking their
own circle, they will always, with the ge-
nerous fpirit of true philofophers, éfteem n-
genious men of all countries, fellow: mem-
bers with themfelves of the illuflrious re-
public of letters, and that they will accord-
ngly diftinguith the moft deferving 7ras,
Rutulusve jo—and to fee this verified in
the prefent inftance, muft excite a laudzble

out friend, and without folicitation, wheres
ver born, or however diftant their refi-
dences"” b o

About the year 1758 Dr. Franklin paid
mother vifit
vernment of P
lowed in 1760 by a work entitled, The
Intercfts of Great Britain confidered, with

phlets difplay depth of judpiments as well
asaccuracy of obfervation, and e\:itftndy
[hew that the author was equally qualified
to fhine as a politician and a philofopliers
In the month of Auguft, 1762, Dr
Franklin left England, and arrived at Phi
ladelphia in the O&tober following. = i
ftay in America was, however, very fhort,

her 1764, and refided in that country above

Tranfaions. :
(1o be Continued, )
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STITUTION.
AS SKETCHED DY RODERER.

The male inhabitants of TFrance, of
age, and paying duties as a qualification to
vote, he eftimates at 5 :
= 5,000,000 Citizens vorers
Who reducs themfelves to 500,000 Notables of

Coms. 2
Who reduce themfelves to 50,080 Notables of

Depart. :

Who reduce themfelvesto 5,000 Notables of
France.

From whom are to be Legiflatora
chofen 300; Scrﬁntc and
Tribunate. ;

And allo 5 80 Confervators

and alfo s . 2 Duilne con.
luls

And alfo . v 1 Orand confuk

ten yearsyduring which he publifhed feven -
ral mifcellaneous pieces in the philofophical

to the earth, and diffipated without doing

emulation amonglearned men, fince intheir
turns they may hope for this honar, with-

to England 5 and in 1759
publifhed an Hiftorical Review of thg Go-
ennfylvania, which was fola

regard to her colonies.- Both fhefe: pam=

for he came back t~ England in Decem-
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