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For rvux NarioNaL INTELLICENCER.

On a review of national opinions, it wil:
be found that while particular ones have
been produtive of injurious errors, other:
have been equally productive of beneficial
truths,  The former have generally preced-
ed the latter ; as, indeéd truth does notap-
gcar Ipontancoutly to arife in the mind of

nan, but to be the offspring of long repeat-
ed and trequently unfuccelstul eftorts nin-
dividuals to acquire ity o correct modes of
thinking in nations are ufually the refult of]
dear bought experience.

Such has been the cafe already with the
United States.  We have had our errors;
they have led us to the brink of ruin—Not,
however, depriving us of the power of re-
fiection, whereby tuture danger might be
difcerned, we have paufed before it was too
late, av 1 bave fortunately faved ourfelves
fronia conteft with overwhelming perils.

It will be no lefs interelting than ufetul to
review the late events which have occurred
in the political world, and the effects they
have produced on the people of this country.

The French Revolution unqueftionably
derived its origin from the fuccefstul efta-
blithmznt of our Republic.  France had
Yong ¢herifhed in her bofom men wiarmed by
the puredt and the moft comprehentfive philan-
th opy ; men, who mourned over the de-
gration of human nature in that country,

~and forefaw the future triumphs of liberty.
But an immediate retorm, fo tar from being
expected by them, fearcely kindled a tran-
fient hope.  The American Revolution de-
monftrated the irrefiftable energy of moral
truths ; lightening was not more rapid or
brilliant than were. the efieéts of our glori-
gus conteft :  its triumphant iffue fhed a
Jight over the univerfe. VFraice was the
firil to concentrate its beams.  Many of
the events which led to our emancipation
and eftablithed our freedom, produced on
imitation  fimilar effeéts in that king-
dom, but on a fcile of bolder magnificence
and grandeur, - The admiration: of the
whole world, was tributary to the {cene—
The affection of America welcomed it with
the livelieft fenfibility. ‘

_Phis affeétion was, in the early periods
‘of the revolution, not only amiable ; it was
alfo rational.  The fabric of  defpotifin,
with its numerous incumbents, fell without
agroan. - Lhe foree of public opinion hufir-
ed all hoftility, and the work of reformation
proceeded with cool and dignified delibera-
tion—Scarcely any thing was done. that
did not merit praife, or appéar to flow from:
the pureft intentions—"This was an wra
of happinefs probably unrivalled in the an-
uals ot nations. -

=, . Not to admire fuch a fpectacle, not to

_indulge an elevation'of thought, would have

betrayed the apathy of flavery«—The en-
thufiafm that ran from one end of the con-

. tinent to the other, attefted in our citizens
the ftrength and fincerity of their republi-
can predileétions, and was correétly viewed
by the enlightened friend of his country as

- ihe beft evidence of the ftability of republi-
can inftitutions in the Un!.ed S:ates,

Lo this period another fucceeded fill
more fublime: As had been apprehended, a
confederacy of monarchs interpofed their
arms to awe the rifing fpirit. - Not ‘con-
tent with keeping in fubjeétion their own

- nations, they vainly uttempted to fubject to
their will the French nation.  Totally ig-
norant of the force of moral principles,
feaptics asto  the exiftence of the philan-
thropic fentiments infpired by liberty, and
confident in the omnipotence of money and
arms, they. hefitated not to believe that
the former would fy the approach of the
AR bLErRi:s oo
- So formidable were the confolidated forces
of the coalition, that the enemies of free-
dom already triumphed in the certainty of]
anticipated victory, while its moft ardent
friends trembled at the impending danger.
A few men, it is true, whofe refleétion

“hid developed the furprifing energies  of]
freedom, fHill remained undifmayed ; but the
multitude felt more fear than hope. .

Still the Amercan people, unfhaken in
their attachment to the principles for which
the French contended, fympathifed as fin-
ecrcly with them in all their diftrefles, as
they had exulted in their triumphs-—nor
was there a period, in which the aflection of]
wurfellow citizens wag more decided, thanat
that period  when the Pruflian arms ap-
proached with rapid ftrides the capitol of
the Republic. g

In the prevailing opinions of onrcitizens,
we fill find nothing to reprove, but mucl
to admire. ' MRS

But another crifis opens upen us,’  Engr-
Yand, lately our foe, bucomes the foe of]
Jrance.  Still fenfible to the irritations of
wiredrefled grievancess we bad not been
able ta difcern i1 the condué of that na-
Lon any evidences of friendfhip, > Hor ug-
vroveked agoreflionupon Francehad no ten-

Nlure its un

3 and this jealowly was fully juftifed Ly
ner fubfeguenc acks towardsus. W ithout any
righty buc that which force confers, fhe
truck at our extended trade with undifcri-
minating injuftice—nothing efcaped the ra-
pacity of her ‘privateers, and the mfolence
of her national thips. 1o the molt wanton
depredations was added ' the moit farcaitic
coutumely. . Redrefs - was foughty but it
was anfwered with fcorn. /

Now it was the American heart beganto
beat with impetuous pulfation.  The nati-
onal character cried aloud for vindication.
shallanation, it was exclaimed, the triumph
whofe infant arms fubdued the haughty fpi-
rit of England, fuffer itfelf to be trampled
upon by that very nation, when its own re-
fources are extended & its population dou-
bled ¢ Old restntments came in with reno-
vated vigor, and encreafed the cry of ven-
geance, %

We have now reached the dangerous cri-
fis==War menaced us. 1 will not fiy that
a majority of the people wifhed “it, but
I ft‘ﬂl‘ that a large portion of the people,
among which were moft of the ardent {pi-
rits, were for it.  Unfortunately for the|
caufe of humanity; and the great llltﬁ:rtffFS of]
mankind, but a fmall part of the miferies of
warfare are forefeen by the peoples W?{' 15
agame, in which inreality, there is notuing
but blanks, hut cach party is dazzled by the
profpect of a ! fplendid imaginary prize.
The only gratification it brings along witl
it is an indulgence of the worlt pations of]
the human breaft. e ;

intereft of the U. States to wage war with
any natien.  They knew full well that war
invariably produces more mifery than it at-
tempts to avoid.  They knew that 1o ¢on-
test can be defended on the ground of hima-
nity, policy, or wirtue, but that ahick the
dire necessity of self dofence dictates.

But the enlighténed {entiments of a- few
citizens held but a feeble contrel over the
paflions of the nation’; and had it not been
for other checks, it is too probable that
war would have been the confequence of the
injuftice of Britain.

When one error is introduced, its only
cure is frequently to be found in fome hof-
tile error; and cne violent paflicn often re-
quires the refiftance of another to reftrain it.
Fortunately fuch errors and paflions exift-
eds A large number of our citizens, at-
tached to England from old habits, a por-
tion equally large attached to her from im-
mediate intereft, and one  of confiderable
weight tho’ {inall in number, attached to
her from a conviction of the fuperiority of
her political inftitutions, united their. pow-
ers to reprels warlike meafures.  They fo
far fucceeded as to gain time, and the
event will fhew that time was every thinp.

While this conteft of hoftile fent‘ments
was waged with acrimony, the Prefident of
the United States deputed a fpecial envoy
to the court of Britain. ~ The infiruétions
he received from the ’executive were fuch
as were dictated by the foundeft policy.
They had_for their objet a ceffation of
commercial fpoliation and the delivery of
our weftern pofts. ‘Thele appear to - have
heen the exclufive objects contemplated by
the: Prefident.. But Mr. Jay, like many
other negociators, hefitated hot to overftep
his powers ; and inftead of framing a trea-
tyy confining himfelf to theaccommodation
of exifting differences, he agreed to one,
reciprocating commercial benefits, and ma-
terially affecting our relative ftatein regard
to other nations. ~
The ftorm that enfued the promulgation
of this Treaty need not be defcribed. The
public indignation overwhelmed with cen-

gortlm‘ate author, and nothing
but the afcendancy of the name of Walh-
ington accomplifhed its ratification. But
though the Treaty was confirmed, and with
its confirmation {prung up innumerable
evils, yet fome good flowed from it. ' The
career of executive power received a memo-
rable and a falutary reftraint. . The Confti-
tution was reftored to its true conftruéion
by the Houfe of Reprefentatives. A
blaze of talent accompanied the elucidation
of its ligitimaté conftruction, that muft
forever enlighten both the executive and
legiflative organs of the public will. ~ Noi
can any longer a doubt remain, but that to
the legiflature belongs  the conftitutional
right of fanétioning thofe provifions of all
treaties which apply to powers the exer-
cife of which is velted in them.

The public fentiment was unequivocally
exprefled on another important point. It
declared the true interefts of this  Country
to confift in keeping free from all una-
voidable European * conneion, and con-
demned, in terms of unqualified reprehen-
fion, the attempt made by this inftrument
to invalve us in clofer ties with the mofl
litigiovs nation of the old worlde

it was the boalt of the friends of Mr.

gy te eiminith owr well fouaded jenlou-

Jay's treaty “what jt reltered peace to onr

Statefmen difcerned that it was not the|

n
0

Country : How nniurs tiis beaft was, the
tuture foon difclofed.

The  direét effect of the Treaty was
French hoftility. By its provifions, advan-
tages were conferred on England injurious to
France, or fuch as France confidered as in-
jurious; and inftantly our commerce, yet lan-
iuithing under the fcourge of Britifh depre-
dation, became a prey to French violence.
Remonftrance with Franee wasas fruitlefs as
it bad been with England.

From this ftate of things a new crifis
arofe.  The partiality of owr citizens lor
the French Republic began to decline. . Its
declention was rapid and decifive. 1t arofe
chietly from her wanton aggrellions upon
usy but it was fortified by the numerous
and tragical excefles committed by fucceed-
ing pardes invefted  with  the {upreme
power. :

The Republicy, enlightened, humane
and  pacific, while flie purfued ber own
tourfe in the difcutiion and adoption of
pelitical inftitutions, unaffailed by foreign
interference, exchanged thefe * noble traits
tor traits of a darker hue, when foreign
force threatened her territory, and foreign
corruption feduced her citizens from their|
duty, A dpirit of jealoufy naturally fprang|e
up in the place of conhidencey and with'its
trivmph expired many of her moft virtuous
and enlightened citizens. Hence the talent,
which at firlt fuftained without effort the
political fabric of a mighty empire, became
madequate to repreds the lawlets inrouds of]
fagtions ,

It is the chara&er of moft meny without
tliscrimination, lavithly to praife or cenfure
whatever excites theiwr attention.  Few,
therefore, feparated the. cause’ of France
from the unfortunate exceffes that accom-
paniéd it. - Condémning the latter, they
irrationally withdrew their confidence from
the former. = . T 4aes o v

This  opinion, uniting with a fenfe of thejh
injury done to our trade by France, and
pncouraged by the profefiions no lefs than
by the aétions of the exe: utive magiltrate;
‘widened the exifting differences between
+he two nations, and generated a {pirit of
undifguifed hoftility. :

Medsures swere pursued by the govern-
menty which if not ablolutely warlike, arofe
from the contemplation of immediate war-
fares v i

France however  would not wage war

with us. The hoftility of our attitude made
no impreffion upon her conduct.  She ftill
took our veflels, but {he made no declara-
tion of hofkility, unlefs thofe be confidered
as fuch that are reported by our envoys in
theirdifpatches.
1t was the forbearance of France that
preferved to us the bleflingsof peaces  This
is @ mournful truthy nor can its reality be
too frequently the object of our moft folemn
refledtion.
There is not at this day, an honeft
and enlightened  citizen, who does not
rize the prefervation of peace with France
as a boon of almoft infinite value. Vet
this blefling was hazarded by us, was actu-
lly thrown away, and our profperity com-
mitted to the will of a foreign power.

It is immaterial to fay, we have avoided
wary therefore the meafures of the govern-
ment were right ; forit is not owing to the
rovernment that war- is avoided ; the go-
vernment proceeded as far’ as any govern-
ment could do to produce war.

I mean not toconfer any praile on France
for her conduét towards us.  Her meafures
have been dictated by an exclusive regard
to her own interefts. - But it has fo happen-|.
d that her rulers have purfued her true in-
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doubt the integrity of the public agents;:

is to make no treatiesy or

1 ious effe@s : The refult has been glorie
ug to the caule of tiuths The effcrvets

cence of paffion that at firft faftained them

1 the public opinion has gradually, though
ceifively, fublided ; until, at the prefent

period, an unequivocal majority of the citi-

ens is againft them. Alarmed at the danw

ger threatened by fuch meafures, they hive
become vigilant and animated.

It is pre-.
minently to thele cbnoxious laws that the
xtenfive triumphis of republicaniim are to

be afcribed.

Itis under the influence of thefe tri-
mphs, which declare the wifhes of the peo-
le to be pacific, antl of courfe oppofed to
Il war meafures, that the prefent negocias
ion with the' French Republic is opened,

This ftep is undoubtedty an evidence of the
ftrength of the national fentiment in favor

f peace ; nor can'the executive claim other

merit (which is indeed the higheft merit)’
than that of obeying the public will. :

We have now reached that ¢rifis, which

at present will be confidered by the public as
the moft interefting, becauie paft dangers
are foon forgotten, while prefent ones ens’
gage all our fears.

A termindtics of our fubfifting differ-
nces with France is contemplated as more

than probable : But the important enquiry’
18, what will be its price

!

Idread the aufpices under which the ne-
is conduéted. Not becaufe

ut becaude I' retieét, with alarm” on the'
iews of national policy by which they are

guided.” 7 confider an extention of our di-
plematic relations, wid commercial ties,
with horror 3 they clierifh fuch an exten-
fion with rapture. 7 am fer baving no
treaties with ‘any powers, but' treatics of

ity ; they are for having treaties of coms’

merce with all the nations of Europe. T

iew fuch treaties as perpetual and inex-’
auftable fources of jewloufy, ill-will, and’

war ; they confider them as bonds of reci-
procal and cordial {riendfhips ‘

From this view of the pait fituation in

which our country hasbeen placed, feveral
important inferences may he made.

1. "T'hat war next to flave
ft of all human calainities.
2. Thatall nations from the unfortunate’

ry is the great-

prevalence of pafiion, and the defigns of
nlidious men, “ave ‘prone to rulh into
wiry heedlefs of its évils, ™

3. It follows that all wife aiid good men'

fhould oppefe this difpelition, and whatcver
promotes it, by an vicealing expolure of itsf
fatal &ledts, ,

4+ That the public 'opinion is Now moft

fortunately boftile to war with France or

ny other nation.
5, That it 'is allo heftile - to "all war

mealures of whatever charaer.

6. That the furelt way of avoiding war
only tréaties of
mitys ks ;

7. That the treaty making power is a
10ft momentous ene, and that its exercife

bught tobe guarded with conflant vigilance.

8. That the prefent adminifiration is for
arrying it to an alarming extent, whereby

though peace may be made with one nation
to day, war may be the confequence with

nother nation to-mMorrows -
9, That of confequefice it becotnes the

facred duty of every citizen feriouily and

oolly to reflect, whether a change in the
dminiftration of the government is not ab-

folutely neceflary to preferve the country in
peace and profperity. ; ’

FORTY DOLLARS REWARD.

miftaken ours.

tcrﬁﬁs_, while our rulers have negleéted or

It is the misfortune of a nation that coun-
tenances war meafures to experience many
evils, which though not apparently neceffa-
vy, yet for the moft part follow in their
train.  The government, finding itfelf op-
pofed by particular clafles of the people,

ecommended legal obedience, while they have

cither in the projection or adoption of its
favorite fchemes, and either {erioufly be-
lieving or afiecting to believe, fuch perfons
hoftile to the general interefts of the coun-
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FOR Apprehending and fecuring in any Goal, »
. fo that the Subferiber gets him again A
Necro Man named Naek, ran away fome time
i the month of O&ober, aged Thirty years,
about five feet high, light complexion, wears his
hair quened, a weii fet truncky fellow. I have
caufe to believe he isin the City of Wathington.
It is unneceflary to deferibe his Clothing as he will
have it'in_his power to change them. I will give
Twenty Dotrars if tea miles from home,
‘I'nxery Dorrars if twenty miles, and the
bove reward if a greater diftance. 2
ZACHART:H SOTHOROA.
Charles County near Benedi®, Oélober 31,

ery, will generally adopt meafures which
bear hard upon them, either by depriving|
them of fome of their rights, or by their
appreflive and partial operations  Hencein
-his country the pafling of the Alien and
Sedition laws. By the firlt of thefe laws
the executive magiftrate is invefted with an|
- bfolute control over all foreigners not ¢iti-
sens 5 by the laft the freedom of the prefs
Lecomes proftrate beneath executive power.
Such meafures as thefe are perhaps of all
ithers the moltdangerous to libertye  If
“hey are fubmitted to, their execution forms
1 precedent for future encroachments. Ii

BOARDING axp LODGING.

THE Subferiber refpe@fully informs the mem,
bers of the enfuing Congrefs and the Public,

ithat he has taken the two houfis in fquare No.
690, on the New Jerfey Avenue oppofite the
houfe at prefent occupied by Thomas Law, Efq.
where he can accommodate either fingle Gentle-
men or thofe who have families.
finifhed laft fpring, fo that no danger can be ap-
prehended from damp  walls.
for feveral horfes an

The houfes were
He has Stableage
ROBERT W. PEACOCE;

: Ci;y’of Wathington,
October 3xft 1800,

chey are oppofed, infurrection with all it
‘oncomitant evils may enflic. -

Fortunately for the peace of the nation.
their watmeft eppenents have vnanimouly

intrepiuly deveduped by arguiaecnt e per-

FANTAED
4 CARRIER ¥0 DELIVER @ED
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