LIFE or Dr. PRANKLIN.
Continued from our-last.

Tnh 1766, when the unfortunate {tomy
& created fo much difcontent and uneafi-
nefs in America, Dr. Franklin was exam-
ined, refpe@ing the repeal of ity before the
Houfe of Commons. The querics put to
him, together with anfwers, which were
clear and decifive, were printed in the year
1767, under the form of a fhilling pam-
- phlet, and may be [een in his Political, Mif-
cellaneous, and Philofophical pieces, page
255. i
 Governor Hutchinfon, Lieutenant Go-
vernor Oliver, Charles Paxton, Eig. Na-
thaniel Rogers, Efq. and Mr. G. Roome,
Kaving fent from Bofton certain reprefen-
tations and mformations refpefting the
difputes between Britain and the colonies,
to Thomas Whately, Efq, private fecre-
tary to Mr. George Grenville, the parent
of the ftamp act, thefe letters were, b}:
fome private channel, conveyed back to Bof-
ton. As foon as the Affembly of the pro-
vince of Maffachufetts Bay faw them, they
were {o exafperated, that they returned home
attefted copies of them, accompanied by a
petition and remonftrance for the removal
of Governor Hutchinfon and Licutenant
Governor Oliver from their pofts., - On the
2t of Auguft, 1773, this petition was
tranfmitted by Dr. Franklin, agent for
the houfe of reprefentatives, to Lord Dart-
mouth, who having prefented it to the King
his majefty was pleafed to fignify that it
fhould be laid before him in his privy coun-
cils
Various conje@ures were formed refpec-
ting the manner in which thele confiden-
tial letters. had efcaped from among the
papers of Mr, Whately, at this time de-
ceafed ; and fome correfpondence on the
{ebie@t paffed between Mr. Whately's
brother, a banker in Lombard-ftreet, and
ohn  Temple, Efq. Governor of New
Jampfhire, through the medium of the
public prints.  The one gentleman wifting
to avoid the charge of having given them,
and the other of having taken them, the
difpute 2t length became f{o perfonal and
pointed, that Mr. Temple thought it ne-
ceffary to call the brother into the ficld.
The challenze was given in the morning,
and the perties met in'the  afternoon in
Hyde Park, when the former was dange-
roufly woundeds: Dr. Franklin ‘was not
then in town, and as he could not forfee
what was paft, he endeavoured to prevent
Any flirther bad confequences, by the fol-
Towing letter, addrefled to the Printer of
the Public Advertizer, and dated Craven-
fireet, December the 25th, 1775 1= Fin-
ding that two gentlemen ‘have been unfor-
tunately engaged n a duel about a tranf-
ation and its circumftances,of which both
of them are totally ignorant and innocent.
1 think it incumbent upon me to declare
" (for the prevention. of further milchief, as
far as fuch a declaration may contribute
to prevent it) that T alone am the perfon
who obtained and tranfmitted to Bofton
the letters in  queftion. Mr. Whately
could not communicate them, becaufe they
were never in bis poffeflion ; and for the
fame reafon they could not be taken from himi
by Mr. Tempie. They were not of the na-
ture of privateletters between friends. They
were written by men in public ftations, on
iblic affairg, and intended to procure pub-
16 m=afures ; they were therefore hinded
to other public perfons who might be in-
fluenced Ey them to produce thofe, mea-
juress Their tendency was to incenfle the
inother-country againft Her colonies, and
by the fteps tecommended, to widen the
breach ; which they effeted.  The chief
caution expreffed with regard to privacy
wasy to keep their contents from the colo-
ny agents ; who, the writers apprehended,
might return them, or copies of them, to
America. That apprehenfion was it feems
well founded ; for the firft agent who laid
his hands on them thought it his duty to
tranfiit them to his conftituents.”

Dr. Tranklinis conduét on this occafion
whatgver his enemies may have faid t;
« ‘hlacken his charatter, is'confiftent with
that of a man of bonour ; fince he gave up
his name to public feruting, in order to pre-
vent mifchief to others, and yet did not be-
tray his coadjutor to relieve his own fame
from the feverclt obloquy. o

In cnnfeguence of the addrefs prefented
0 his Majcfpv by Lord Dartmouth, Mr.
Mauduit prefented a petition to the privy
council, humbly praying that he might b
heard by council on behalt of the Gover:
nor and Lientenant Govérnor. On the 11tl:
of January, 1774, Dr. Franklin was ex-
2mined at the council chamber, on th
fubie@ of this addiefs ; but as the Do&tor
withed 240 ¢ have the afliftance of coun-
«il, the affiir was put off ¢ill Saturday th
29th. The privy council having' then met.
Mr. Dunning and Mr. Lee appeared ac
owerifzl for the affembly, and Mr, Wed-
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lerburne, now Lord  Loughboraugh, as
counfel for the Governor and Lietutenant
Governor. Mr. Wedderburne was very
long in his anfwer, which related chiefiy
to thz mode of obtaining and {ending away
Mr. Whately’s letters; and he {poke of Dr.
Franklin, who was confidered as the prin-
cipal actorin this bufinefs, in terms of the
grofleft abufe.  Alluding to theduel before
mentioned, Mr. Wedderburne faid, “ The
letters could not have come to Dr. Frank-
lin by fair means ; the writers did not give
them to him ; nor yet did the'deceafed cor-
refpondent, who from our intimacy would
otherwife have told me of it. Nothing
then  will acquit Dr. TFranklin of the
charge of obtaining them by fraudulent or
corrupt meais, for the moft malignaut of]
purpofes ; unlefs he ftole them from the
psrﬁm who ftole them. This argument is
irrefragable.—I hope my Lords, you will
mark [and brand] the man for the honour
of this country, of Europe, and of man-
kind. " Private correfpondence has hither-
tobeen lield facred, in times of thé greateft
party rage, not only in poiitics, but religi-
on. He has forfeited all the refpect of fo-
cieties and of men.  Into, what companies
will he Lereafter ‘go, with an unembarrafs-
ed face, or the honeft intrepidity of virtue.
Men will watch him with a jealous eye,
and lock up their efcrutoires.  He will
henceforth efteem it'to be called a man “of
letters 5 homo trium literarum.

“ But he not ouly’ took away the
letters. from one  brother, but kept
himfelf concenled 'till e nearly occa-
fioned the ‘murder of the others It is im-

oflible to read his account, expreflive of]|

the cooleft and ‘moft dcliberate  malice,
without horror. Amidft thefe tragical - e-
vents, of oneperfonnearly murdered, of a-
nother anfwerable for the iffue, of a worthy
Governor hurt in his deareft” interefts, the
fate ‘'of ‘America in {ufpence, here isa man
who, with the utmoﬂinl{]'nﬁbility of remorfe
ftands up and, avows himfelf the author of]
all. I can compare it only to Zanga, in
Dr. Young's Revenge.

“ Know, then twas——1I :
~ “ Iforged the letter, 1 difpofed the picture ;
“ I hated, 1 defpled,and 1 defiroy. ;

I afk, my Lords, whether the revenge-
ful ‘temper, attributed by a poetic fiction
only to the bloody Afiican is not furpaffed
by the coolnefs and apathy of'the wily A-
merican’?’ ¢ ” ‘

This philippic had a great effedt, and
the committee of the privy council hav.
ing confidered the petition; made a report
in which was expreffed the following opin-
ion 1= The lords of the committee do a-
gree humbly to report as their opinion to
your Majefty, that the petition is founded
upon refolutions’ formed on falfe and er-
roneovs allegations ; and is groundlefs, vex-
aticus, and fcandalovs ; and calculated on-
ly for the feditious purpofes of keeping up
a fpirit of clamour and difcontent in the
faid provirice. And the lords of the com-
mittee do further humbly report to your
Majefty, that nothing, has been laid he-
fore them, which does or can, in their
opinion, inany degree,: impeach the hon-
our, integrity, or conduét of the faid go-
vernor, or lieutenant governor ; and their
lordfhips are humbly of opinion, that 'the
faid petition ought to be difmiFed.”

. On the 7th of February, therefore, his
(Majefty, taking the faid report into confide-
ration, was pleafed to approve of it, and tr
order that the petition of the houfe of repre-
fentatives of the province of Mzffachufetts
Bay, be difmifld the board—as groundlefs
vexatious, and fcandalons, and caleulated
only for the feditious purpofe of keeping up
a l&rit of clamour and difcontenit in “th
‘aid provinee,  This was a prelude to Dr.

*he office of deputy pofl-mafter general for
the colonies, whi¢h he had enjoyed. for

{ome time, and Mr. Wedderburne feemed

ment. ~This gentleman’s condudt, however,
was fo obnoxious to the ' Americans, that
when they learned in what manner he had
abufed and infulted their agent, his cfigies.
together with that of governor Hutchinfon.
were putin a cart, and conduéted through
‘he ftreets of Philadelphia.  On the breaft
f each alabel was fixed, containing an
fcription,  couched in very violent and
hoftile terms, and after being expofed
for feveral hours, they were hung, and
wrnt in the evening, amidt a vaft con-
ourfe Ofpedple, who teftified their refent.
ment againft the originals, with the loudef
weclamations. Tioad
Previous to this period, Dre Franklip hac
ufed his utmoft “endeavours to prevent ¢
hreach between Great Britain and America
bSut his counfels and advice were either dift
cgarded or treat: 1 with contempt, ~ Eyer
1 the end of the year 1774, he feems tc
rave been defirous, notwithflanding the il!

ifage ho had met with, of doing every

by Dr. Franklin, and {uffered to be expun-

Franklin’s difgrace ; he was difmiffed from|®

in the high road for every kind of advance-|

thing in his power to accommodate matters
n an amicable manner.  Some  time pre-
vious to his departure, an intimate friend of
Or. Fothergilly being in company. with a
nobleman of great political experience, the
converfation turned on the critical fituation
of the Aumerican coloniesy, and the latter
prefied this gentleman to attempt a compro-
mife with Dr. Fraoklin, before he quitted
England.  From a cordial wifh to promote
' permanent reconciliation between the two
countries, the gentleman readily undertook
the bufinefs, and accordingly apphed to Dr.
Fothergill, who heartily united in the caufe.
They therefore mutually invited Dr. Frank-
lin to a conference the fame evenmg, and,
after much difcoflion, it was agreed that
they fhould meet again the next evening,
when Dr. Franklin was to commit to paper
fuch a conciliatory plan as he conceived
America had -a right to expe, and the
other two were then to ebject to fuch claims
as they might judge Great Britain ought
not to grant.

On the appointed evening Dr. Franklin
produced a paper, containing feveral articles,
fome of which being objected to by Dr.
Fothergill and his colleague, were given up

geds . In this ftate a copy was taken, and
that the propofitions. were fuch as appeared
to demand too much, and, in confequence,
feveral attempts were madeto reconcile the
fubjeéts of contention ; but as the twelfil
article that % the late. Maflichuletts and
“ Quebec alts fhould be repealed, and a
¢ free government granted to Canada,”
was infifted on by Dr. Frankling though
many of the others were acceded to, the
negociation: was broken offy and nothing
fuither attempteds - From. this time ‘he en-
tertained fo ardent a refentment again{t the
conduct of England, that néither politenefs
nor moderation could prevent him from
giving vent, in mixed: companies, to the
moft bitter {arcalins againft her mealures ;
and; indeed; itis but duing him juftice to
fay, that he foretold all the {fublequent
calamities with analmoft prophetic faga-
city.

%n the year 1775, Dr. Franklin, returned
to Philadelphia. The general aflembly was
fitting when his arr’val was announced, and
his confent being previoufly afked and ob-
tained, hewas chofen'cne of their delegates
to the continental congrels, and tock his
feat accordingly. :

The principal outlines of the American
war are {till fiefh in the memory of every
one. On the 4th of July, 1776, America
declared herfelf independent, and Mr. Silas
Dean” was  commilfioned to nepociate a
treaty at Paris, and to endeavour to engage
the French to afford her fupport in ler dif-
pute with the ‘mother country. In the
autumn of the fame year, Dr. Frauklin
was fent by congrefs to Canada, to prevail,
if poffible, on the inhabitants to join in the
common caufe, and to unite with the reft
of the provinces .in fhaking off the Britifl
voke. Having failed in this bufinefs, the
doctor returned to Philadelphia, and as con-
rrefs well knew the efteem in which he was
held in France, and the reputation he hac
acquired there by his difcoveries, he was
difpatched thither for the purpofe of putting
the laft hand to the negociation which Mr.
Dean had been carrying on, but ina very
private manner.  Though now entered on
his feventicth year, Dr. Franklin accepted
*his delicate and important commiflion, and
arriying at Paris on the 16th of December,
focn; after took the houfe which had been
secupied by Lord Stormont. ¢ Never,"
fays a French writer, ¢ did 1 fee a man {o]
 pleafed and {o happy as Dr.  Franklin
“ was on the day when Lord Stormont.
« the Englith Ambaflador, quitted Paris
on agcount of our rupture with that
court. We dined together, and the
‘Doétar, who was genérally very grave
“ and gqmpoﬁid, upon this” occalion ap-
peared to be quite another perfon.”

In Tebruary, 1777, Dr. Franklin recei-
ved aregular appointment of plenipotentia.
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and in 1783, had the pleafure of figning :
treaty of peace with the Englifh cor mis.
fioners, and of feeing his country, after
long and tedious {lrugele, declared free anc
wndependent. - Tocomniemorate this happ
event, the Doftor caufed a medal to b
ftruck, on one fide of which isreprefentec
Hercules in'His cradle, ftrangling two fer.
pents, while a leopard, that feems amaze:
at his firength, and ready to fall upon him
is repulfed by France, under the figure o
Minerva, who turns towards him her fhield
in which there are three fleurs de lis. A
the bottom, are the years 1777 and 1781
the epochs of the capitulations of the ar
mies of . Burgoyne and Cornwallis, repre:
:ented by the two-feipents; on the othe:
fide, is Libert
by a A

5 and on the exergue

mparted for negociation. - The anfwer was,|gratulated him on his r
their approbation of his con

ry from Congrefsto the Court of France. |

3 A;Efémblematically pourtraye. |

Dr. Franklin ha
a good ftate of he
led with pericdical
1782 this diforder
accompanicd by
cholic, and it ap,
origin of the ftone
terwards attacked
encreafe, and havig
higheft object of
to revifit that co
fo inftrumental’
folicited Congrefs
return, and Mr. [
in his {tead, whent
he embarked at Hawi
1785, landed the fay
and after a {light

r many years enjoved
» though often troub-
fits of the gout. In
ame extemely violent,.
ry painful nephritic.
, that this was the
ith which he was af-
‘inding his maladies
now accomplifhed the
ambition, he longed

dering frees “He
efore for leave to
rfon being appointed
- gentleman arrived,
y on the 24th of July,
day at Southampton,

fhent, proceeded
to Cowes, where a veflel was ready tocon-
vey him to Philadelphias© When he arrived
there, which was on the 15th of September,
he was received wit

h tears of joyy and ac-
companied ta his houfe by the members of
Congrefs, amidft the 8

lamations of citi-
zens of all ranks. A gentlepuan, who was
prefent, fays he never faw fo affe@ing a
{cene. Al the people fhouted out ¢ Libér-
ty!” He was addrefled by the general
affembly then fitting, and afterwards by all
orders of men in Philadelphia, who con~
y and teftified
duct by every
mark of attention and refpect.

For three years following, = after his

retern, Dr. Franklin  was appointed prefi-
dent of the' flate of Pennfylvania ; but-
his great age and increafing infirmities not
permitting him to apply to public bufinefs,
he requefted and obtained leave to retire,
that he might {pend th‘%ﬁ;maindcr of his

days in philofophical eafe: and tranquility.
The ftone, with which he had been for
fome time afffited, foon is peri
confined him alinoft con
and daring “the painful
cruel difordes, he was obliged to fwallow
laudanum to mitigate his tortures. . In his
moments of ‘relief, however, he not only
itill_amufed himfelf with reading and con-
verting cheerinlly  with his family and a
few friends who vifited him, but he was
often employed in tranfa&ling bulinefs of a
public, as well as a private nature. . On
zvery occufion he difplayedthe utmoft readi-
tefs and difpofition to do good, and while
he gave the clearelt and fulleft evidence
of his being in poffeffion of all his mental
faculties, he not unfrequently amufed thofe
around him, by indulying in fallics of plea~
fantry, and by relating entertaining anec-
dotes.  About fixteen days  before his
leath, he wasfeized with a feverifh indife
polition, wighout any particular {ymptoms
attendiny till the third or fourth day,
when he compluined of a pain in his left
breaft, which increafed till it became ex-
rremely acute, with @ congh and laborious
hreathing.  During ‘this ftate, when the
feverity of his'pain fometimss drew forth
a groan of complaint, he would obferve,
hat he was afraid that he did not bear his.
afliftions as he ought ; he acknowledged
his grateful fenfe'of the many bleflings he
l'ad received from the Supreme Being, who
had raifed him from a low beginning to:
high rank ond confideration among men,,
and nvade no doubt that what he fuffered
was kindly intended, “to wean him from a
world in which be was no longer fit to a®.
the part affigned him. In this frame of
hody and mind he continued until within
five days of his death, when his pain and
difficulty of breathing entirely left him,
and bis family were flattering” themfclves.
with the hopes' of his recovery, but an im-
oifthume, which' had. formed itfelf in his
lungs, fuddenly. burfte” A calm lethargic -
ltate fucceeded, and on the 17th of April,,

1790, about eleven o’clock at night, he ex-
pired in the eighty fifth year og his age,
Tius clofing alife frent in long and ufeful
labouss, :

arox fms of that

( 1o be Continued.) .

ON THE VANITY OF YOUTHFUL HOPES- '

IN life’s gay raorn, what vivid hues
Adorn the animating views,
By flatering fancy. drawn 7.
No ftorms witﬁ gloomy afped rife,
To cloud the azure of the fkics,
' Nomifts obfcure the dawn.

With looks invariably gay, - )
Young I xpectation poines the way
To every blifsf | fhades, =~ -
Where odors feent the breath of morn,
‘Where rofes bloom without a thorn,
And mufic fills the glades,

Enraptur’d with the diftant view,
Youth thinks its fiious beavties tru
~And fprings the prize to gain'j
- His grafp the guy illufion #i sz
Expericnce thus the cheat deferies,
And proves his hopes were vainy

7

The path of life tho’ flowers edern,

Yet often will the rugged thern,
Amidit the flowers arife;

Expeét not then on earth to thare,

(SR B

fine woman .
Litarias dmerican

Enioyment unallay’d by are, -
Bt feck it tn the figs.



