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In the ‘violence of party animosity the

~.sineere attachment of My, Jelferfon toshe
pure principles of vepublicanism -has been
dented 5 and it has been asserted that his
sentiments were once very different from
shose which he now. professess How true
this ascription isy let the following extracts
Jrom his % Nates on Virginia,” decide.

Page 181, after stating the' defects of|
the L%nsﬁmtian of Virginiay he observes::

T -

“ Inennmerating the defeéts of the con-
ftitution, it wonld be wrong to count a-
mong them what is only, the error of parti-
culariperfons. In December 1776, our cir-
cumnftances being much diftreffed, it was

 propofedin the Houfe of Dilegates to create
a dictatory invefted with every power legif-
- lative, execntive ‘and’ judiciary, . civil and
military, of life and death, over our per-
fons and over: our properties s and in jlunc
1781, again undercalamity, the fame ro-
pofition was repeated; and* wanted'a few
votes only of being palled.—~One who enter-
. ed into this conteft from a pure love of li-
berty, and a fenle of injured \ights, who
determined to make-every fucrifice, and to
meet every danger, for thé ré-cftablithmént
- of thole rights'on a firm balis, who did not|
;mean to expend his blood and fubftance for
the wretched purpofe of changing this maf-
ter for that, but to place the powers of go-|
verning him ina plurality of hands of his
own cheice, fo that the' corrupt will of no
one man might in futare opprefs him, muft
ftand confounded and difmayed when be is
toid, that a  confiderable portion of that
plurality had meditated the furrender ol
them-into a fingle hand, and, in lieu of a
‘Limited monarehy, to deliver him over to a
- defpoticone ! How muft he find his efforts
and facrifices abufed und batled, if he may
fill by a fingle votebe laid proftrate at the
feet of ons: man! In God’s name from
whence have they derived this power ? Is it
from our antient laws? None fuch can be
produced, Isit from any principle in our
new conftitution cxpreffed” or implied ? E-
very lineament of that expreffed or implied.
isin full oppofition to it. Tts fundamentall
principle is, that the ftate hall be governed]
a3 a commonwealth. . Tt provides a repub-|
lican organization, profcribes under  the
nameof Arerogative the exercife of all pow-|
. «krs undefined” by the laws ; places on this
bafis the whole fyftem of our laws’; and by
confolidating them together, chuf's th:
they fhsuld be left to frand or fall togrther,
ever providing for any circumftaticc's, nor
< wdmitting  that' fueh could arife, wherein|
cither thould be fufpended, no, not for a
moment. - ‘Qur antient laws. exprefsly de-
clare, that thofe avho are but deleyates
themfelves fhall not delsgate to nthers]
powers which requive judgment and inte-
grity iu their exercife.—Or was this pro’
pofition moved on a fuppofed rightin’ the
movers of . abandoning their pofts in.a mo-
ment of diitrefs? The fame laws forb d thel
abandomment of that psft, even on ordina.
ry occafions 3 and much more a transfer of]
their powers into other hands and other
forms, without confulting the people. They
never admit the idea that thefe, like fheep|
or cattle, may be given from hand to hand
withoutan appeal to their own willeW i
it from the neceflity of the ca’e ? Nece litics
which diffolve a government, de fiot convey
its anthority to an oligarchy or a monarchy-
They throw, backs wto the hands of the
people, the powers they had delep-t<d, and
leave them as individuals to fhift for them-
felvess A leader may offer, but not impofe
himfelfy nor be impofed on them. * Much
lefs can thyir necks be: fubmicted to hic
{word, their breath to be held at his will
or caprices  The neceflity which fhould o-
perate thefe tremendous effe@s. fhould at|
leaft be palpable and irrefiftable;  Yet in
both inftances, where it was feared, or
pretended with us, it was belied by the
event, It was belied too by the precading
experience of our fifter ftates, feveral of|
whom hal grappled through  greater
d ficulties without abandoning their forme|
of government. When the propofition]
was firlt made, Maflachufetts founl
. even the government of committees fuffi-
cient to carry them through an invafion.
Bur we at the time of that propofition wer.
nndér noinvafion. * When “the fecond wa

:h‘ol'e of Rl

fevereft trials.

come thetmotive of their ¢éxertions and the

thought alone was treafon
ple 5 was trealon againft mankind in gene-
rial ; as riveting for ever the chains which
bow dewn their necks, by giving to their
oppreflors a proof, whic¢h they would have
trumpeted through the univerfe, of the im-
becility of republican government, i
times of prelling danﬁ;er.vm'. ‘thield them
from barm. Thofe who affume the right
of giving away the reigns. of government
in any cafe, mult be fure that the herd;
whom' they hand on to the rods and hatchet

block when he flrall nod to them, : But
our affemblies fuppofed _’l‘lugli a refignation
in the people, I hope they miftook their cha-
ra¢ter.. I am of opinion, that the governs
ment, initead of being braced and invigo-
rated for preater exertions under their gjf;
ficuities, would have been thrown back
upon. the bungling  machinery of county
committees for-adininiftration, till a con-
vention cowld have been called, and jits
wheels again fet into regular  motion.
‘What a cruel moment was this for creating
fuch an embarraflinent, for putting to the
proof the attachment, of ‘owr countrymen
to_republican government! ‘Thofe who
meant welly of the advocates for this mea-
{fure, (and moft of them meant well, ford
know them perfonally, had been their fel-
low=labourer in the common caufe, and
had often proved the purity of their princi-
ples,) had been fedyced .in their.judgment
by the example of  an antient republic,

fundamentally different.” They had lought
this precedent in the hiftory of Rome, where
alone it was to be found, and where at
tength too it had proved fatal. They had
taken it from a republic rent by ‘the mofl
bitter factions and tumults, where the go-
vernment was of a heavy-handed unfeeling

sdnels; tumules which could not he allayed
ander the ,g\oﬁ trying  circumftances, but
Ly the omnipotent. hand of'a %ﬁgle defpot.
Uheir gonftitution therefore  allowed a tem-
porary tyrant to be erected,under the name
of a.dictator; and' that temporary tyrant
after a few examples; became perpetual.
They mifapplied this precedent to a people
mild in their Aifpolitions, patient under thei
trinly, united for the public liberty, and af-
fectionate to - their leaders,  But if from
the conflitution of the Roman government
rhere refulted to their Tenate a power of]
ubmitting all their rights to the will of one

Virginia have the fame authority ! What
claufe in our conftitution has fubftituted
that of Rome, by way of refiduary provi-
fion, for all cafes not.otherwile provided
for 7 Or if they may ftep ad libitum into

dents to rule us by, for what opprefiior

ing for the foundations of this prepofition,
1 can find none which may pretend a celouy
of right or reafon, but the defedt before

ciary departinents, the l_c%'iﬂaturc may feize
the whole : that having

tuation is indeed perilons, and I hope my
countrymen will'be fenfible of it, and wili
apply, at-a proper {eafon the proper remedy;
which is a convention to fix the conftitn-
tion, to amend its defeéts, to bind up the
{everal branches of government by certain

vy an appetl to the people, or in’ other

“heir rights, on the peril that theif acquiefl-

made, there hid been added t this examplejlurrender thofe rights.

e
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10de-Ifland, - New-York, New-
Jertey, and Pennfylvania, in all of which
the republican form had been found equal
to the tafk of carrying them through the
In thisItate alone did there
exift’ fo, little virtue, that fear was to be
fixed i the hearts of the people, and to be-

principle of their government ! The very
ainft the peo-

of the dictator, will lay their necks on vili'c‘F
if]

whofe conftitution and circumftances werel

ariftocracy, over a people ferocious, and
rendered defperate by poverty and wreteh-|

man, does it follow, that the affembly of}

iy other, form of government for prece-|

may not a precedent be found in this world|
fthe bellum omnium in omnia fe==Search-!

developed, that there being no bacrier be-
tween the legiflative, executive, and judis

cized it, and pof-
fefling a right to fix their own quorum,
they may reduce that quorvm to one, whom!
they may calla chairman, fpeaker, didtator,
or by any other name they pleafe,——Our i

laws, which when they tranfgrefs their adts|
fhall become nullities ; to render unnecefla-|

words a rebellion, on every infradtion of]

cence fhall be eonftrued into an intention to

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12th, 1800.

MADRID, Sept. 28.
The affairof the capture of the tweo fri-
gates at Barcelona, has been taken up very
fcriouﬂy by our government, Every oné is
indignant hiers at theevent, and we know
not how to characterife the fpirit wlhich in-
fluenced the Englifh on this occalions
Our fate of warfare not permitting the
king’s minifters to addrefs complaints direct-
ed to the court of London, they have confin
ed thenifelves to denouncing the fact by a

foreign powers, who refide at Madrid, and
to inform them of it, more particularly the
minifters of his Swedifh Majefty, whom that
event concerns more than any otheryexhoyt-
ing him to' require fron the Britifh govern-
menta fatisfactory reparation for the out-
rage done to his flag, and the punifhment of
the officers concerned. « The following dre
the papers mentioned above: <
Circalar letter to the ambassadors and' fo-
reign ministers to the Court of Spains
R ) e T A
1 have the honour to conimunicate to you
a-copy'of the memorial which the king, my,
mafter, hadordered me tofend £o his minid
fber at Stockholm,” in order to be tran{mit
ted to thie miniftiy of his Swedith majefty.
The principles which are eftablithed in it,
and: tlie event wiich has given rife to it are
of a nuturé to intereft all the commercial na-
tions of Europe, ‘particularly the neutral
powers, 7 or i :
His majefty'is perfuaded that your govern-
metit will fee the affiirin the fame point of
view, and he flatters himfelf that he will
doncr in éffacing, asanuch as Eoiﬁble-, fromy
the annals of war, an attack {o deftrullive
of the confidence and hofpitality, which
neutral and friendly flags enjoy.
1 repeat the affarances of my confidera-
tion. and efteem, and I am, diry &Ko
(Signed) , '
GHEVALIER D'URQUIJO.
3t Ildephonfo, . Sept. 17, 1800.

Letter to the: Mimifter of Foreign ~Affairs
of the Kingof Sweden.

Sty X 4 :
The King my mafter has feen with  the
%“reateﬁ indignation, by a report which the|
Jonful of his Swedifh majelty at Barcelona
has tranfmitted to theconful-general of Ca-
talonia,coutaining the declaration of captain|
Rudbart, of the Swedifh galliot the Hofts

the afternoon, two Englifl fhips.of the line
and a frigateforced the faid captain pfter
having examined and found his papers ‘ac-
carding to rulé, to take on. board Englifh
officers and a confiderable number of {ailors,
and to fuffer himfelfto be towed at night-
fall by feveral Englith fhalops to the harbour
of Baccelona, and under the cannon of its
batteriess ‘ e
That the Englifh having reduced the faid
captain and his crew to filence, by holding 4
piftol athis.breaft, got pofleflion of the helm;
ndmade at 9 P. M. by means of the galli-
ot and the fhalops Turrounding it, an attack
upon two frigates ander the Spanith flag,
whowere at anchory who not {ufpecting that
this friendly and neutral fhip conceiled cre-
mies.on board, and cowld be made ufe for
the molb———attack, were taken almoft by
{urprife and forced to furrender. (5]
I refer you for the other particulars, and
for the violence . committed by the Englifl
enthe Swedith fhip, to -the declaration of
the captain hereunto annexed.

The King my mafter could not confider
-hatevent but as interefting the rights, and
wounding the interefts of all the powers of
Hurope, without excepting Enpland ; and
above all, as the heavieft infult to the flag
of his Swedith majefty.

In fadk, it is evident that the belligercnt
powers, by admitting neutral fhips into their
harbours and ports, wilhed to foften the
fcourge of war, and to preferve thofe com-
mercial relations between the people of dif
ferent nations, which their mutual wants
require.

ivery thing therefore that tends to rend|
der the navigation fufpected and dangerous.
injures in an equaldegree the rights and in-
terefts of &1l naticns,

Butinthe prefunt cafe, the rights and
honeur of the Swedifh flag have been viola-
ted in fo outrageous a manner, that few ex-

nung, that on the 4th of September lafly in] -

Vor. I. WASHINGTON CITY, PRINTED BY SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH, NEW.JERSEY AVENUE, NEAR THE CAPITOL. Ne. 71
. % i ‘ :

; - Parp In ADVANCE,

amples of fuch a vielation can be found in
the Naval Hiftory of Lurope.

The attack, if it were to remain unpe-
nifhed, would tend to embroil two friendly
powers, ahnihilate theiv commercial relati
ons, and caufe the flag which fhould fufter
it to be confidered as the fecret auxiliary of
the enemy’s power, and would thus foree
Spain to take fuch meafures as the intereft
of ber veflels and the fecurity of her ports-
fhould comiand. :

circular letter to the ambaffadors of all_,,ﬁl}m{‘i:"_YCt- the king, my mafler, withes §ill to

believe that the Swedifh captain has not
been guilty of the leaft connivance with
the Englifh, and that le yielded' orly to.
theii force and their preat number,

Under this fuppofition, 'the king has or-
dered me to lay before his Swedifh majeity,
this grievous infult ‘committed agaiuft his
flag; and not ‘doubting” the refenument
which he will feel ata proceedure equally
low and difloyal on the part of fome offi-
cers of the Britith navy, he expe@s that the
cowrt of Stockholm will make to ‘the Tn-
glilh miniftry the moft ferious reprefentati-
ons, in order that the officers who have
rendered themfelves culpable upon this oc-
cafion, be punifhed feverely, and that the
two Spanifh frigates forpriféd and carried
off from ‘the harbour of Barcelona by a‘ftras
taem equally contrary to the rights of na-
tions and 'the rules of war, bé immediately
reftored with their cargoes, as having been
illegally furprifed by means of a neutral
ihip, which{erved as an infrument to the
afiailants,

_His CGatholic majefty thinks himfclf fo
mitch the more entitled to confider the fuc-
cefss of this reclamation as certain, as the
Englith government even cannot difemble
that its enemies, by following a imilar ex-
ampie, might themfelves alfo make ufe of
neutral veflels to infeft its harbours, and do
in its ports all poflible damage. .
But ify contrary to all expetation, the
fieps of his Swedifh majefty, at the court of
London, to’obtain reperation for the injury
done to his flag, as well &s the reftitution of
the two Spanifh frigates, fhould not have the

fdefived fuccefs before the end of this year,
{tiis majefty will be obliged, though with

much regret, to adopt towards the Swedith
flag, meafures of precaution which fhall in
future fhelter his harbours and ports from an
abufe as dangérous and revolting, s that
which the Englith bave juft committed.
Thave the'honour to be, &c.
[Signed]
CHEVALIER D’ERQUIJO.
St. Ildephonfo, Sept. 19, 1800.

Note.w—-The deelaration of the Swedifh
captain gives an hiflorical recital of the
cranfaciions.

Note communicated by the Minister of the
 Duterior to the Citizens assembled inthe

TLemple of Mars, for the purpose of cele-
_brating the Festival of the Republics

The Firft Conful to the Public Fun&iona-
- ries, fent from the Departments.

¢ Preliminarics of peace were figned at
Paris on the 28th of July, between Citis
zen Talleyrand, minifter of Exterior Rela-
tions, and the Connt St. Julien. Thefe
were ratificd within 24 Hours by the icon-
{uls, Citizen Duroc  was “charged

of the faction heltile to peace, which 11
appeared to enjoy fome credit there, pre<
vented the Emperor from ratifying them.
The motive of this refufal was ftated to
he that of a note from the king of England,
demanding to bave: his Envoys admitted to
the Congrels of Luneville, conjointly wit
theplenipotentiaries of the Enperors From
thatmoment the government was cbliged
to break the armiftice, that the rewmnuinder
of the autamn might not he loft in idle
conferences. Gen., Moreau was ordered
to  acgiaint the General of the ene-
iy with the preliminaries, the fanie that
appeared in the Official Journal; and to
‘ntorm him that if they were not ratified
within 24 hours, or if the Emperor wanted
further explanations, the three garrifcns of
Ulm, Ingolftadt and Philpfburg, fheuld be
wiven up to the French army, otherwife
hoftilities fhould be re-comimenced. The
overnment has alfo informed the Ling of
Zi;,nglar.d, that it{ées no inconvenience in
admitting his Tinvoys to'the congrels of

P n g

; wged with &
conveying them to Vienna. Thc,,'mf’ﬂg%" ’
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