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The  following account of the Prigiquijgainft filhing in this diftrict ; the pretence]’ There are three modes of choofing elec-|flates, by their reprefentatives in Congrefs, |
Publichey or Great Common Prison infis the plaguc. This is the fecret hiftory|tors. % have confirmed that mode. Nor is it recol-
Venicey is given by Dr. Mosely, an Ln-lof people being loft in Venice. 1. By the peoplé of each ftate, lected that, at the times of ele&ion, any
glish gentieman, who, with some diffi-] With age, the government grew fee-] 2. By the Legiflature of eack: ftate ;|difapprobation was exprefled of this mode
eultyy obtained permission from the Ingui-{ble ; was afraid of the difcuflion of legallthe two houfes electing by.joint vote. from any public or private quarter.
sitors tovisit it onihe V6th Septemberyprocefs and of public executions ; and na-} 3. By the feveral Legiflatures ; voting by| = Great deference ought to be paid to the
1787+ This % Horrid 'Laley the autho-vigated this rotten Bucentaur of the Ad-{concurrent vote. 3 cool and impartial expreflion of the public
ity of shich cannot be doubted, forms a|viatic, by {pies, prifons, allaflination, and| The object of my remarks will be to|mind atperiods, when no personal attachs
striking contrast to the treatment of|the Canal Orfano. examine, whetherall thefe modes are con-{ment, or party motive influenced cur public
criminals confined inour prisons, where| * If there be an hell——the idea of whichlftitutional 5 and if not fo, whichis confti-{councils. “When in addition thereto, it is
Fust e is wisely tempered by Humanity,la virtnous mind can. be fufceptible—this isttutional and which is not. : confidered that no flate, that has revifed
and the only end of punishment isrefor-|that hell ; and fome Italian devil was its)  After this enquiry, 1 fhall examine, inlits conftitution, fince the adaption of this
mations S inventor. Such a one, as he of thit coun-frelation to Pennfylvania, which is the moftfmodé, has, in fuch revifion, interdicted
¢ 1 was conducted thro’ the prifon|try, who, to accomplith the etemity of thefexpedient, fuppofing more than ove modelit the firongeft evidence is furnifhed
by, one of its inferior dependants.” Welperdition of his enemy, beguiled him to dif-{to be conflitutional, _ « Jthat the mode was not deemed uncon.
had a torch with us. We crept alongfclaim his faith; to fave his life; then in-| 1. I do not hefitate to fay that the Eléc-lititutional.  For bad it been'deemed fo,
narrow paflages, as dark as pitch.  In fome ﬁ?mtly “tabbed him to the heart,y to preventjtion of Ileftors by the Peoplé themfelvestit would undoubtedly have been prohibited
of them two people could fecarcely palfs|his repentance. is moft congenial to the fpirit, and moftlby the new conftitutions framed:  Since
each other. The cells are made of mafly] “ What Inowunfold, in regard to thejconformable to the words of the Federallthe adoption of the Federal Conflitution,
marble : the architeQure of the celebrated|prifon in Venicey is known but to a few|Conflitution, As there exifts no diverlitylnew frames of Government have been
Sanfovina. people. 1 have reafon to believe, that nojof opinion on the Conflitutionality of thisleftablifhed in New-Hampfhire, Pennfylva-
« The cells are not only dark and black foreigner befides myfelf ever witneled the|mode, it is entirely ufelefs to enter intoa de-jnia, Delaware, South Carclina, Georgia,
as ink, but being furrounded and confined|fcene Ihave refated ; theexploring of which,ftail of the grounds on which it is fupport-] Vermont; Tenneflee, and Kentucky ; mak-
with huge walls, the fmalleft breathof air|nearly coft” me my lite. ed. : ing_exactly one half of the flates in- the
can fcarcely find circulation in them.—| ¢ The heat and want of air in the paf-| I fhall therefore enquire whether, Union. Y 4 e
They are about nine fect fquare on the floor, fages among the cells, fo oppreffed ‘my| In the 2d. and 3d. places, the choice off If the legiflative choice be conftitutional,
arched at the top, and between fix and fe-|ftrength and refpiration, that I could fearce-{ Electors by the feveral Legiflatures be con-{let us in the next place enquire whether
ven feet high in the higheft parte—There isjly walk or breathe when I left the prifon{ftitutional j and if itis, whether the joint|this mode fhould be purfued by a joint or a
to each cell a round hole, eight inches|Sweat ran thro' every por€ of my body.jor the concurient vote be conftitutional, orlconcurrent votes In making this enquiry,
diameter ; thro’ which the prifoner’s daily| My clothes were to my cpat-fleeves wet|whether Zoth be conflitutional. we can be guided only by three confidera-
allowance of twelve ounces of bread, and ajthro’s I fluid too long there. I'went tof Art. I1. Sec. 2. of the Federal Confli-|tions ; the firft is ‘derived from the direc-
pot of water is delivered, + There is a fmalljSt. Mark’s Place as foon as I could ; andjtution preferibes, that « Each: State fhallltions of the Federal Conftitution, the fécond
iron door to the cell.  The furniture of{by the aﬂiﬂanoc of the trembing Doniinicol** appoint, in fuch manner as the Legisla-{{rom thofe of the Conftituticn of Penn-
the ecll is a litdle ftraw and a finall tub :| waiting my return, the blefled light of day,|* ture thereof may direét, a number oflfyivania ; the third from the adts of the
nothing elfe. The ftraw is renewed, and frefh: air, and a few glafles Marafchino, I1% eleftors, equal to the whole number ofjfeveral fratess bl
the tub emptied, thro’ the iron door, occa-jWas enabled to get to my lodgings at thel* Reprefeatatives, to which the ftate may| By the Section of the Federal Conftitu-
fionally. Scudo di Traiicia, on the fide of the great| be entitled in Congrefs." tion, above quoted, it is dire@ed ¢ that
« The diet is ingenioufly contrived forfcanal, near the Rialto ; where I was for] The firft enquiry that prefents itfelf isleach ftate fhall appont, in such manner as
the perduration of punifhment.. Animalifeveral hours extremely  ill, and for {everal{what is meant by the term state 2 T anfwer|the legislature theveof may divedt ele&tors,”
food, or a cordial nutritious regimen, injdays much indifpofeds ’ that it fometimes implies the peple inj&e.
fuch a fituation, would bring ‘on difeafi,) It is not my purpofe here, to enquire|their original conftituent capacity, & fome-| Confidering the legislature s the ogan

and defeat the end of this Venetian {uﬂiée, whether the Venetian people were wicked,|times in their incorporate reprefentativelof the choicz, Jet ‘us enquite what the
or the Venetian government wife ; nor to|capacity. Federal Conftitution micans by the word

Neither can the foul, if fo inclined, ftealjo

away, wrapt up in flumbering delufion, orffettle ‘th_c proportion of crimes and punith-| The only elucidation, which this point{* legiflature.”

firik to ref}, from the admonition of her {ad|ments, in fuch a flate as Venice.  An En-|leems to adBiit, muft be derived from thel The 3d fe@ion of the 1Mt Article, fays,

exiftence, by the jailor’s daily returo. ghifhinan cannet. conftruétions of this feétion of the Confti-{* The Senate of the United States fhall
« I faw one man, who hada been in a cell ‘ution, made at a period when party feel-[ be compsfed of two Senators from cach

thirty years, two who had been twelve| ing had little, if any, influence on the de-{“ ftate, chofen by the Legislature thereof,”

cilions of the feveral legiflatures. o &ee ‘ ,
It appears that the choice of Eledtors byl = Now, what conftruétion hasheen placed

M%ﬁ‘h—-
years, and feveral who had been eight and

nine years in their refpective cells ! For vns Navronar INTRLLIGENCER.
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“ By my taper’s light I could difcover
the prifoners’ horrid countenances. They
were all naked.  The man who had been
there 30 years, in face and body, was co-
vered with long hair. Te had loft the ar-
rangement of words & order of languape.

more explicits

Itisa fubje of deep regret that the
Cenflitution of the United States, in diredt-
ing the manner in - which' a Prefident anc
Vice Prefident fhall be chofen, has not been
The terms, in which the]

the Lepiilature has been purfued by New-
Hampthire, Rhede Ifland, Connedicut,
Vermont, New-Jcrfey, New-York, Dela-
ware, South Carolinaand Georgia, making
nine flates out of fixteen ; and recently
Maflachufetts has adopted the fame plan.

upon thefe terms, than which none can be
more explicit ? Every [fatein the union, it is
believed, has edopted the made of choofin

Senators by a joint vote of the two  houfes.
Tnfome few cafes, a concurrent cote has
been - contended for 3 but the conteft has

When I fpoke to him, he made an unin-
1¢élligible noife ; and expreffed fear and {uh-
prize ; and, like fome wild animals in def-
-arts, which have fuffered by the treachery
of the human race, or have an inftin@ive
abhorrence of ity he would have fled like
lightning from me, if he conld.
¢ Ong, whofe faculties were not {oob-
literated, who ftill recollected the difference
between. day and night, whofe eyes and
ears, though long clofed with a (lent blank,
ftill languithed to perform their natural
funétions, implored, in the moft piercing
manner, that I would prevail on the jailor
“to murder him; or to give him fome in-
ftrument to deftroy himfelf. T told him T
had no power to ferve him in this requefl.
He then entreated T would ufemy endea-
vors with the inquifitors to get him hang-

mode is defignated, admit of fo widé a latid
tude, that different confiruéions have been
put upon them and governed by varying
views of policy the fame ftate has been found
to abandon its fisft plan in- the adoption of
another, ;

Unfortunately, fome:ftates, owing toa
divilion of opinion among their legiflatives
have been threatened witha total exclufion
from participating in the eleftion of the¢
Chief Magifl fate.

- Amongr thife, at prefent, is the large and
rcfpe&abfe ftate of Pennfylvania.

The mode heretofore purfued in that ftate
has been an eleétion” of ele€lors by the peo-
ple ; ina general ticket; preferibed by 2
temporary law.  As this law has expired,
no new electioncan take place, until a niw
ope be paffeds  And with regurd to this

Thefe ftates fend to Congrefs 20 Senators
out of 82, and 55 Reprefentatives out of
105.  From which it is evident that a ma-
jority of ftates, and a majority of the People
of the United States, as reprefented (in
their ftae councils, have adopted tié Legis-
lative choice.  In addition to this; the
mhodde hias been fan@tioned by the uniefitat-
ing reception by Congrefs of all the votes
given inthis ways, .

Thofe, who hold differdnt opinions, and
contend that this mode is unconititutionai,
will do'well to calculate the confeguénces
that would proceed from a general eftablifh
ment of thin tenets. R

It would follow that no President, fifice
the adoption of the federal ‘Conftitution;
has been vonstitutionally elefeds; that in
the paffage and execution of every law.

{oon been abandened by the Senates of
the States, who bave ultimately agreedto
eleG by a joiut vete,

Some {light doubt is' entertained of the
accuracy of theabove ftatement in relation
to the flate of New-York, though from re-
colleétiony it is believed that even that ftate
clects Senators in the fame way.

Senatorgy thus chofeny have taken their
{eats in the Federal Senate, withont any
impeachment -of ‘thé conftitutionality of
theirsele@ion’; thengh the Sénate; not only
had the powery but, having it, were bound
o exereife ity to exclude any members un-
conftitutionzlly returned.’

This'cafe does not furnifh a solitary pre-
cedent, dictated: by paflion or prejudice ;
but it furnifhes a conftruion of the coniti-
tution, fyflematicallyacted upen by molt,

ed, ‘or drowned in the Canal Orfano. But{mode a diffcrefice of opinion is under{tond]the Conflitution “has been violated ; that|if not 2l ‘cfthé ftates, and approved by the
even in this I could not ferve him. Death|to exilt'in the Legiflature of that ftate.. |chofeé, who have fvorn to-defend: the Con-fSenate of tie United States.

was a favor ¥ had not intereft enough to
procare for hint.

% This kindnefls of death, however, was
duiring my ftay in Venice, granted to one
man, who had been ¢ from the cheerfull
ways of man cut offy” thirteen years.

ftitution, have broken down its ftrongeftf I this"conftrudtion be a falfe ene, then
barriers ; thatthe people ave under o ob-fhagithe Federal Senate uswrfed sl the pow-
ligation to obey the laws ; & thit that vergler it has exercifed, and o Tay mads by
law, undeér-which the present elcetivn offthem, can'have any force.

President is heldy is nugatory and of nel The greater vieiphtis tebenttached to this

It'is unqueftionabily ali important that
she Chief Magiftrate fhould be the repre:
{entative of the whele union. The very
exiftence of a republican government de-

pends upon the complete vigor of the re-{force.  For the Conftitution has declared

« Before he left his dungeon, I hiad fome
converfation with him ; this was fix days
previous to his execution.  His tranfport
at the profpect of death was fuprizing.  He
longed for the happy moment. No faint
ever exhibited more fervor in anticipating
the joys of a future ftate, than this man did
at thoughts of being -releafed from life.
dyring the four days mockery of his tri.
al ;

« Tt is in the Canal O¢fano, where vel-
1¢ts from Turkey and the Levant perform

if deprived of it difcontent may fubvert

may be impaired or ever deftroyed.

prefentative principle ; public opinion is the|
pillar on which it refts for all its fupport ;

in a day. The People are accuftomed to
be governed by laws of their own making,
and'to fubmit to them with chearfulnels
becaufe paffed by their own reprefpntatives.
But if it fhall at any time appéar that the
government reprefents » part, and not the
whole of the community, this fentimen:

Every friend, then, to the harmony and

that every bill whiclh fhall have pafled the
Houfe of Reprefentatives and the Senate.
fhall before it beconies a law, be approved
by the President ; unlefs, after his difap-
proving itin a prescrifed forn:y it {hall ‘be
re-pafled by two thirds of each houles Neow
if there exiftcd no'constitutional President.
it irrefiftibly follows that no law has heen
conltitutionally pafled, ‘as  fuch Prefident
muft'in order to give conclufive force to a
law, either approve, or, difipprove it in
which laft cafe two thirds of each houfe muft

it|

conftrudtion, from its hoving been adopred
afrer the fulleft invefigution 5 perticularly
in the ftate of Peénniylvaniay which was for
a'confiderable’ time deprived of one ofits
federal fenators by the difagreement of the
two houfesin the mode of cheices

* The Conflitution of Pengiylvania’ does
ot feem'to throw any light én the meaning
attached to the term © legis’ature.” Tut
it may not be unworthy of notice in this
place, that the conftitution direéts that' in
cafe two perfonsy voted for as Governor by
the people, have eg equal number of votes,

quarantine 3 this place is the watery grave
of many -who have committed ne offences
at all.  They are carried out of the city
in the middle of the night—tied up in a
fack, with a large ftone faftened to it, and
thrown into the water. Fifhérmen are
prohibited,. on forfeiture of their lives, a-

{tability of the union, and every, friend to
the federal conftitution, as the' beft fhield
of that harmony and ftability, will endea.
vour to reconcile oppofig views, and to
produce a refult which fhall preferve to each
tate its portion of the mals of reprefenta-
tion.

ve-enadt it

However, then, men may have differed
i theory refpecting this part of the Con-
ftitution, in practise there has been a com-
plete agreement, - Now it has appeared that
ten ftates out of fixteen have purfued the
mede of fegiflative choice, and that ail the

¢ oné of them fhall be chofen governor, by
the joint vote of the members of both
honfeg ”

Trom this dirre&icn cf the conflitutiony
it may lie uférred; that  though in the paf-
{2ge of lawe it waspreper that the twe howfes
thould a& in their diltin@ cupacities, (it




