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BUONAPARTE.

The powers exercifed by the Firft Con-
ful of France are fo interefting, not orily to
that cotntry, but to the whole world, that
his charaéter is well worthy of the confide-
raticn of'every individual who withes the
welfare of mankind, It particularly merits
an attentive, cool and deliberate” exami-
natign, as his military exploits have fur-
rounded it with a luftre that dazzles com-
mon obfervation.

If he poffefs the difpofition to do good,
if he is fuperior to perfonal aggrandifement,
¥ he purfues the path of true glory, there
can be little doubt of his ability to accom-
plith many great and ufeful refults ; but
thould he on the other hand, like molt of]
his predeceflors; promote his own perfonal
views, regardlefls of the public good, the
injuries he will' inflict on his own country,
and through her, on all Europe may be as
mournful as any prefented by hiftory.

It will be agreed that the charaler of a

“man is generally to be deduced” from: his
actions, and not from his  professions ;
wh:n the one differ from the other, the
inference is irrefiftible, that views dictated
by a dark policy, that dreads an avowal of
its purpofes, are entertained ; and no lefs
irrefiltible, generally, is the inference that
fuchviews are hoftile to the public good.

It will be proper previouily to making
any animadverfions, to ftate a few of the
prominent features of Buonaparte’s life.

Born in Corfica in the year, he
had mot attained much eminence at the
commencement of the French revelut on.
He does not appear to have had any agency
in thofe meafures which fubverted the mo-
narchy and ereced a republic in its rooms
The ficlt indications of fuperiority furnifhed
by him were entirely military, and he en-
joyed but a moderate portion of fame be-
fore his Italian campaign. Ttaly became
the feat of his glory. By the aftonifhing,
if not unprecedented vigor of his opera-
tions, he completely conguered that'coun-
try. After overcoming all refiftance, and
clearing the road to Vienua, he arrefted
the career of his arms, and formed the|

ace of Campo Formio ; a pacification that
in it effeéts has not realifed a fingle pro-
mife which it held out.  Nor fhould it ever
be forgotten, in eftimating the charaéter
of Buonaparte, that he was the negociator
who through ftate policy, altogether uncon-
trolled by any imperious neceffity, fubvert-
ed the freedom of Venice, and reftored it
to the defpotic government of “Auftria.

< The at was reprobated throughout the
world.  French faith fell proftrate beneath
it  The attachment of the nation to re-
publicanifm was rendered equivocal ; and
talents, prepared, through the whole ex-
tent of Enrope, to exert themfelves in the
advancement of freedom, under the con-
viction that France was her friend, and
that ber honor, once pledged, would tri-
umph over all feducion, were palfied by
this fatal blow. When the nature and
confequences of . this meaflure are fully
weighed, every laurel that adorned the
brow of the hero of Italy fades and perifhes,
his pretenfiqns to the character of a repub-
lican become ridiculous in the extreme,
and his talents ag a ftatelman fink below
mediacrity.

Between the mra of his Italian exploits
and the Egyptian expedition, we heard
nothing of Buonaparte, but the vague
founds of panegyric.  Wedo not contem-
plate him participating in the difcharge of
civil duties ; he continues ftill in the cha-
raéer of the foldier.

So little is yet diftin&tly underftood of]
the origin of the expedition to Egypt, that
we hazard much in faying who were its
authors.  As it failed in the objects con-
templated to be atchieved, no man in
France is ambitious of the 1'ep1'1tation of]
having planned ite.  'We know from un-

queftionable authority that the conqueftof]
Egypt was long fince contemplated: by the
Frenchgovernment as an obje@ of immenfe
: hxipdrtnncc 3 and we alfo-know that this
unportance rofe toan almoft incalculable
q'ght, on the lofs, or perilous ftate, of the
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Yrench ‘Weft India iflands.. Tt is proba-
ble, therefore, that the meafure would
have been attempted by any fet of men,
either republican or monarchic. ~ But it is
a0t equally probable that a man, whom
no event of his life has exhibited as defi-
cient in felf-confidence, a man who, by one
daring a&, has thrown himfelf in the feale
againft the whole government andoutweigh-
ed ity is it probable, nay is it poflible that
fuch a man would be adupe of his encmics,
and fuffer himfelf to be driven into inglo-
rious exile : No fuch belief can rationally
be ‘entertained.
by an infatiable thirft for military glory.
He bebeld in the conqueft of Egypt the
iirlt ftep to Eaftern dominion, uubounded
in extents To be the founder of © new
Empire hasever been the favourite vifion
of military madnefs.

dour of imagination, or intoxicate with

prowels of’ the French arms in the Eaft.
But, 1o one expeciation that was excited
by this celebrated expedition has been rea-
hifed.  Gallic valour has teiumphed over,
accimulated difficalties.  But it has been
compelled to yield to a fucceflion of difas-
trous. circumftances, too powerful to be
overcome by any {pirit. ;%
‘The French forces wafted away without
gaining any fubftantial advantages.  The
future prefented no other profpeéts than
fuch as were more gloomy than the paft.
In the midit of thele difcouraging circum-
ftances, commanding an army, furrounded
by danger, and in want of every comfort,}
Buonaparte abruptly returned to France.
How did he return ? Was it with the
permiffion of the government, of which he|
was the agent, and whofe commands he
had fworn to obey 7 Or was it in direct
oppolition to its suthority ? Thefe queftions
ave never been anfwered ; though they
liave been often put,  The flence which

fmptive evidence that his return was s
own act entirely ; for if not his own unau-|
thorifed ack, why conceal the inflructions
that produced it ; when fuch inftruétions
would demonfirate his obedience to the
civil power, and prove, thatin thisinftance
at leaft, he merited the charader of a good
citizen, No falfe delicacy would have pre-
vented him or his- friends from claiming
this merity if fadts juftified it.  No fuch|

ficient that

cﬂeﬂ- i el s ' e &
Untily therefore, more tranfpires than

parte in the light ofdeferting an army con-
fided to his care, an army inthe greateft
diftrefsy and iucompafled by the greateft
dangers 3 an army, whofe eftablifhment in
Italy had covered him with his brighteft
glory. _ ¥ o Lt
For this dating ac what were his mo-
tives ! were they personcl, or were they
derived from an ardent love of his Coun-
LR . Xar
Confide i his profeflions, and yon muft
believe they were the latter ; examine his
actions, and you will not heficate to confi-
der them as the former. : :

Phyfical power is always reforted to in the
attainnment of ends which truth and reafon
condemn, 3
feldom draw the fword. It is neceflity
only that dictates this laft flep, and this
Fi&;ﬂity feldom exifts when truth is on our
1UE.

WherngBuonaparte reached the capitol,
the grand principle of republicanifm re-
mained unimpaired.  Whatever may have
been the mifcondudt of the Directorial g0-
vernment, it was, notwithftanding, the re-
prefentative of the nation. The power
which the nation had “onferred, it poffef-
fed the conflitutional right to revoke, and
to place in fuch hands as itpleald. An
abufe of power might be redrefled without,
comvulfion or violences  The public ppinion
was ¢ithey friendly or hoftile to the exifting
fyftem. - If friendiy the ads of the Confu!
violated, inftead of confulting, the nationall
withes,  If hoftile, an early change in ¢
conititutional way might have been ralied
upon. In either cafe violence would be
detrimental.
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Buonaparte was impelled|

Nor could a fceneftent has crowned all his military operations,
be opened, calculated to awaken more ar-[excepting: thofe in Bgypt.

more {plendid vifions, than the unrefiftedjfrom his prefent popularity as to the dura-

claim T[éving ever been made i proof. fuf- LEGISLATUREDfPENNSYLVAI&IA
1o fuch claim can be made with] 2 e ;

is ye: known, we muft contemplate Buona-|

When thefe are our friends we|

But the Conful, regardlefs of thefe confi-
derations, refolved to fubvert the whole po-
litical edifice. . For the firft time under the!
republic, the military powerrofe triumphait
over the civil; and its triumph {prung from
the consolidated energy of the combined
military talents of all the armies., Tt was
not fimply the appearance of this force that
produced the fubverfion of the republic ;
it was its aétual application. The nation
beheld the gloomy {pectable of the bayonet
difperfing the depofitaries of 'its = confi-

ence. g

The great mafs of mankind derive their
eftimates of charaéter from the meafure of]
fuccefs ' which  attends individunls. ~ We
{hoild not, therefore, be furprifed at find-
ing Buonaparte the idol of the multitude.
Heretofore fuccefsin the moft unlinsited ex-

No dedution can, however, be drawn

tion of'it. 'I'he French nation appear ‘to
be very defironsof peace. T'he firft Conful
thinking that by making a peace he will
icreafe his reputation, and willing per-
Liaps, to fupercede all rivalfhip’ for milita-
ry gloryy which might arife from continu-
ing the war, appears lincere in his wiihes
and unremitted in his efforts to bring the
pending negeciations to a fuccelsful clofe.
Whether he fucceeds in this object or
noty it is highly probable that in either
event his popularity will be impaired, ™
If he does not prociire ‘peace, the difap-
pointment of the nation will be extreme.
The failure of the negociations will be af.
cribed either to the infincerity of his pro-
feflions, or to Lis want of ‘ta'lcnt.‘ff,.lt_‘ he
obtains peace for France, his army will be
taken from hiin, and with its removal will
difappear, in® all = probability, the fear
which 2t prefent . keeps - in_ fubjecion
nis enemies.  The power which he has‘i-
Lurped derived its avowed juftification #rom

trys  That erifis being paft, the people will
expedt to be reinflated in the rights furren-
dered but for a feafon, &g

Whether this effeét will be produced by
the calm expeeflion of the public. will, or
whether its price will be a civil war, time
only candivulge. AR

D

 REPRESENTATIVES.

 HOUSL oF

»

- —

oy ‘JI_o;xd:y", November 1

0, 1800.

* The Bill, for appointing  Electors of
Prefident, was called up, read a fecond time
and committed toa Committee of the whele;
M. Suyder in the Chair. i 322
. In the Committee, feveral Amendments
were moved by Mr. Penrofe ; the blanks
filled up for the meeting of both houfes in
the Reprefentatives Clamber, on thé15th
inft. and agreed to, without oppofition.

- Upon the motion for adepting the Pream-
ole, Mr. Deeflon moved to firike out the
word. jointy and. to infert in its place the
word concurrent ; feconded by Mr Scott.
Mr. .S. W, Fisher rofe and [aid, that he
was much furprifed to find the prefent bill
introduced as it had been, without any one
reafon why, or upon what grounds, it-fhould
be adopted.  The Houfe had heard the bill
read, and not one member had exprefled
an opinion or argument ; but the Houle was
called upon to adopt it filently. It was to
he expected, that, when.a meafure of this
kind, new and unufual, was offered to the
reprefentative Body, fome motive fhould he
afligned, fome incentive given, upon which
to ground a decifion. Thofe who had in-
troduced it muft have thought, and thought
deeply, upon the {ubjed ; and they muft
have been prepared, with a {tring of forci-
ible  reafons, for introducing it. = Why
were thefe reafons withheld 2 Why were
they not openly and fairly declared, in ordes
that men who had not made up their minds,
thould have fome grounds upon which to
vote ?

Difficulties, he was free to confefs, had

e e

_ [haps, the Senate cannot adopt.

|moft deliberate and {olemn.

arifen in hi¢ mind, upon this important fub-

Parp IN ADVANCE.

ject. Were wg called upon to perform a
legitlative, ora minifterial act ! Why has
not this been explained 2 Was it to be
expectedy thit the Legiflature woukd pro<
ceed to a mealure, tending to its own diffo~
lution ! How would this meafure appear
to the Senate ? What would: they {ay to
it’? If it was incumbered with fuch difficul-
ties ; if it was not prefcribed or directed
by the Conftitution ; how came it to be re-
ferred to a committee of the whole 2 T'he
opinions of fome of onr Conftituents have
been exprefledy in Petitions and Memorials
laid ¢n the Table. Would it wotbe, at
leaft, * refpeétful to ‘our Conflituents to
ftate their fentiments, on introducing this
Billy and to accommodate our proceedings
to their will 2 But not a word is wetered ¢
A profound filence prevails.  Why not
give us reafons ; why not comment upon
thofe Petitions ? Let us have the reafoning
of our Conflituents, or fome other fort of
realonings v
For his part, his mind was open to coriv
viction.  Let him fee good reafons for his
vote, and he would vote : He was ready to
do itexplicitly.  But he was ready to con-
fefs, that he did not think the Bill would
anfwer the end, or meeét the judgment of
the Legiflature. - In a legiflative capacity
there can be no joint vote. Lither, then
itisa legiflative, or a minifterial mealure.
If the fovmer, the bill'is informal : If the
latter, it isgiven in fucha mode as, per-
The Me-
morial on the Table; from Millerftown,
calls upon the Legiflature ‘to vote. This
bill goes direcily in oppofition to the Prayer
of that Petition 3 For, the Legiflature can=
uot vote jointly ; and the amendment pro-
rofed is, therefore, neceflary to accon:mo-
date the meafure to the ipiritcf the Peti-
tion, - The Conftitution will not carry this
bill through. Ee had given his fentiments,
ta draw forth the reafons of thafe who have
introduced it 3 and becande he did not wifh

follows then conftitutes the ftrongelt pre- the alavming crifis in the affairs of his coun-|te give any vote, without Tome fort of rea-

foning.
ments
Mr. Botlear fald, the Gentleman, when
he rofe firlt, nndertook to cenfure us for
sot giving our reafonss.  Was' the Gentle-
man really unacquainted with otr reafons 2

e was in favor of the amend-

~{ Uhe matter had - gone through his mind,

he faid. ~ We can affure him, that it hag
not merely paffed through our minds ; but
pas been brought forward on grounds the
belt founded, and after confiderations the
But, with.
what confiftency lias he made this charge

on us & Why did that Gentleman and his

Eriends fuffer this billy if it be fo excep-
tionable, to pals through to this Rage,

|without the thadow of oppofition or Inveiti-

¥

wation . Why were not its -errors and ch-
jedtionable - parts—its unconftituticnality
and infufficieney before noticed: or fhown ?
We might, if difpofed to cavil, retort upon
thofe’ Gentlemien, in the {fame ftrain.  You
have brought forward an Amendment to
a bill; whichyou did not oppofe before :
And without offering a fingle reafon, for
allering our deliberate judgment, you call
upon us to adopt this Amendment, haftily
brought forward. ~ But fuch cavils are be-
neath us. :

" The importance of the occafion fupercedes
them. The eycs of the union are fixed up-
on us. And not only our own country,
but foreign naticns take an intereft in the
interefling queftion which now  agitates
Pennfylvania. . Deeper interefts were per-
haps never involved, in any f{eafon, fince
our exiftence as a people.. It is not a mere
queftion between this party and that party

be adminiftered in the {pirit of republican
covermment, and purified from abuf:; or
that it {h:1l mean any thing, or nothings
‘This is the light in which it is viewed by
our conflituents ; and it is upon this fenfe
we are expeéted to act.  The duty we owe
to our conflituents compels us to regard
theirwill; and, whenwe confider that we are
1&ing under the inpreflive obligations of
wn-oath to difcharge our duty faithfully,
1o honeft man can deliberate long upon the
vote which he is to give.

Did they fuppofe we were not ready, or ufi-
willing to anfwer them? It appears, ‘hat
they already a thous inthe neceflitg

ree Wi

ex 1S
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of men ; but whether our conititution {hall .

But gentlemen wifh to have reafons,



