
tfnt have forgot cvff-ry thing he learned at
fchool; but indeed, indo I, my fri
is no wit.

Charles Fox is highly gifted; his I
are of a very fuperior nature ; and, in my
opinion, Fitzpatrick is fcarcely behind!
him; in the article of Colloquial merit, he-
is at Lad his equal : but they neither of
them pbflefl that, attic character which,:
while it corrects, gives ftrength to im .gination ; and, while it governs, gives dig-
nity to wit. The late earl of Bath and
Mr. Charles Townlhend were bleffed with
no inconfid-rnble Ibare of it ; and it is an
intemperate vivacity id'genius which con-
founds it in Mr. Edmund Burke. But the
man who is in the m I poffeffion
of it, has figured in fo high a line of pub-
lic life, as to prevent $ie attention of man-
kind from leaving his greater qualities to
confider his private and domefticcharacter:
I mean L^rd Chatham, whole familiar con-
verfation is only to be excelled by his pub-
lic eloquence. Perhaps Lord Mansfield
was b,prnj if 1 may ufe the expreffiou,
with every attic difpofition ; but the
(hackles of a law-educationand profeflion,
and fmie other circumltances which I
not mention, have formalized^ and in fome

repr [Ted, the brilliance of his ge-
nnU. With refpect to this great man, 1
cannot but pathetically apoftrophtze with

" I lowfweet an Ovid was m Murray loft !"
George Selwyn is veryfuperior to Chafe

Price, but very inferior to Charles I ownf-
hend ; a'gainft whom, however, be Ufed, as

1 am to!;), continually to get the laugh:
but this proves nothing : for good hu-
mouredGeorge E ideo would have gained
theprize from them both in the article of
creating laughter. I may be wrong per*
haps, hut it has ever appeared to me that
Mr. Selw in's faculty of repartee is mecha-
nical, andarifes more from habit than from
g<mius. ]t would be a mi'.'erable bufinefs
indeed, if a man, who bad been playjng
upon worels for fo many year;-, Qiould not
have attained the faculty of commanding
tlie.n at his pleafure.

H converfeswith eJegdnce ; L n
'is an excellent critic , and others of the

ill's may be found who an
qualified to be members of a literary club,
but no farther. Garrick is himfelf upon
the flage, anil an actoi every where elfe.
Foote is a mimic every w I cellent,
delighful, on the theatre and in private fu-

lfill a mimic . No one can take
more pains than Mrs. M to be fur-
rounded with men of wit ? (he bribes, fhe
penGons, Ihe flatters, \u25a0 \u25a0Hunt din-
ners ; isherfclf a very fenfible woman, and

; manners ; not young in-
deed, but that is out of the qucftion ;?
and, in fpighft of all thefe encouragements,
?which, one would think,might make wits
fpting out of the ground, the conversa-
tions of her houfe are too often i
andpedantic,?fomething between the did?
nefs and the pertnefs of learning. The)
areperfectly c.halle,and generally in
ive ; but a cool and cpiiet obferver
fometimes laugh to fee how difficult
ter it is for la belle Prefident to give cr>
lour and life to her literary circle . ll
furprifes me that you fliould leave Wind-
ham out of your lift, who (obfen
propheev) will become one of the ableft
men and mining characters that the lat-
ter part of this aire will produce. 1 ba-

little in fuch aprefentimehl ; for bis
talents, judgement, and attainments', will
verify it.

The gibe, and jefts that, are wont to fet
the tab!.- in a roar, promote the cheerful
purpofes ofeonvival fociety ; but they have
nothing to do with thatattic converfation
which is thehigheft enjoyment of the hu-
man intellect. Wit, believe mr, is
ex^in.^ ; and I will tell you, among other
revifons, why I thing fo :?becaufe noone
feems to have any idea of what wit is, or
\u25a0who deferves the title of it. To think
little, talk of every thing, and doubt of
nothing; to ufe only the external parts
of the foul, and cultivate the furface, as it
\u25a0rere, of the judgement ; t..l>.- happy in ex-
pteflion, to have an agreeable fancy, an
eafV and refined converfation, and to be
able to picafe without acquirii
to be born with the equivocal talent of a
ready apprehenlion, and on that account
to think one's fell' above reflection ; to fly
from object to object, without gaining a
perfect knowledge of any; to gatherhaftily
all the flowers, and never allow the fruit
time to arrive at maturity ; and all thefe
Collected together, form a fail
?what th- generalityofpeople, in tbi
are pleafed to honour with the name of
Wit.

You muff not be angry with me for this
long letter ; but rather be thankful that
.?it is fo fhort, confident! r the fubiect you
threw before me, and the defire 1 have to
ifet you a thinkingon a. fubjedt ofwhich you

fceni to hi v.? formed: very wrrtng notions.
in repeat, that true wit is expiring.
xeat talents alio. My word

Iprophetic, and afewyears will determine
the matter. It would not be a difficulty
to prove the why and the wherefore ; but
lof .ill fubjects, thefe half nfetaphylicai ones
..ire the moft unpleafaht to Your's, Sec.

WAS HI NG TON CIT Y.

MONDAY, November 24th, 1800.

CONG R E S S
OF THE UNITED STATES.

HOUSE OF REPtlESf.lifAfiy&S*

The following are the amendments to
the Conftitution of the United Statespro-
pofed by Mr. Nicholas on Friday, which,
were referred to Mell'rs. Nicholas, Har-
per, Macon, Grifwold and Evans.

Previouflyto reading them, Mr. Nicho-
las noticed the propofitions fubmitted by
him during the laft feffion. and the extra-
ordinary provifions made in a bill received
from the Senate, ana ihitedthe improbabi-
lity of bis voting for his own propofi
in cafe they had been called up by the
houfe.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House Oj
Represntatives of the U. Stales, two
thirds ofboth houses concurring, that the
following articles be proposed to the le-
gislatures of the U. Suites, as amend-
ments to the Constitution of the United
State ?

1. That after the third day of March,!
in the year one thoufand eight hundred!and one, the choice of Ejectors, of lJi< li-
dent and Vice-Prelident, fhall be made by
dividing each date into a number i. equal to the number of Electors to]
be chofen in fuch ftate, and by the perfons

b. of thofe diftricts who Ilia!! have the
qualifications requilite for electors of the
moft unmetous branch of the legifl'atun
of fuch ftate chufing one Elector in the

r which the legillature thereof lb ill
rtrefc

2. That the electionofreprefentatives to
ferve after, thethird day of March, inthe
\. ar "lie thoufand eight hundred and three,
fhallbeby dividing each ftate into a num-
!.. rof diftricls equal to the number of re-prefentatives to which lWh ftate ihali be
entitled, and by the peopte withineachof

liftricts who (hall have the qualifica-
tionsrequifite for ele&ors of the moll nu*
merous branch of the legiflatureof fuch
ftate eh ifing onereprefentative inthe
ncr which the legiflaturethereof (hall ] re-
feribe.

On Friday the Houfe aAvthorifed their
door keeper to employ an additional
ant, and to hire two horfes ; to enable him
to do whichthey allowedhim twenty
dollars per week duringthe fellion and fox

days after it;; dole.
On Saturday, after attending the de-

liveryofthe Pit (ident^s Speechinthe Senate
chamber,.returned to their own chs
svhen the fpeech id, and r< -
ferret! to a Committee of the v. hob. I
Mr. Harper in the chair.

The Committe
into confideration, in

1 anfwer i;
Prefident, with the aflurai
tention would he paid by the houfe to the
feveralimportant mattersfubmilted to
?The Houfe agreed to >'.<\u25a0 repoi
MellVs. Grifwpld, Nicholas, Macon,*
and Henderfon, were appointed a commit-
tee to prepare tl

MOND ? "if, 1800.

The Sim. \kkk read a letter from Om-
vkr Wolcott, Seen tar) of I
ry, ftal tion of

refident, h
his office at the clofe ir ; and in-
viting, if the hoi 1 itfit, an invef-
tigation into his official conduct.

InSknatk, Nov. 22.

MelTrs. Tracey, Morris, and Baldwin
nted a Committee topreparean

anfwerto the Prefident'a fpeech.
A Trenton paper of the 18th ifederal majority in the ftate

of New Jerf< y to h
in the late elections for reprefentati\
AJTerably,

Accounts have be'ertreceived from North
Carolina, whichftate the 12th elector cher-

'r that date to be republican.

The Rutland (Vermont) paper fays the
fiicrw fell four inches deep in that place on
Thuri'day evening the 23d ult.

J.dm Bacoil and Phanuel Bifhop, both
republicans are elected members of the

of Reprefentatives of the United
nates for MafTachufetts. The Boftdp
paper ftates the probability that General
D.arborne. Air. Smith, and Mr. CuitSj
alio republican, are . hen d.

\u25a0

The appearance of the NA I ONAL INTEE-
I.IGI'NC'r R has been protracled to this day, by
the unavoidable, thcirgh unanticipated emharraff-
ments attending th< r.mova' of a Printing 01-

--1 lie vefiU, which contained the greater
part ofthe materials, tailed from Philadelphiaon
the 20th of September ; but did not arrive in
this City till the 25th intl owing to her having
been driven on fhore by the violence of the late
ftomi. I his information is given to remove any
cenl'urc that may have betfl thrown u-.on the E
ditor fbf his uncx e&ed delay.

The Kditor, at the cumnitr.ccnit nt of his u-
ties, confiders it as not improper to flate the na-
ture of the plan, which he intends to purfue, and
con Ifcly to notice the principlesby which he pro
pol'i s to regulate his own conduct, as well as
thbfeby which it is expected that Correfpondents
Will regulate theirs.

Various political opinions divide the civilized
world. htfe opinions in fotne c<<fes are di/uikd
by the prefs ; in others by the fword.

Arr.idft this collifion of hoflile llntiments no
rurer fafcguard of human happinel's exifts, than
the Hbcty of the iVcfs.

I here is truth in the declaration the venerable
Congress of 1774, who in their addrefs to the
Inhabitants of Quebec, fpcaking of the freedom
of the prei's, fay " The importance ofthis Qon-
" fills, hefides the advancement of truth fcienee,
*' morality, and the arts in general, in it* diffufi-
" on of liberal Juuimenta on the jdminiftratioii

" of government, iis ready communication of
" rhouirbt;- between fuhjecils, and its ronfeqliemi-
" al I'ROMO riON US UNION AMONG THEM,

" whereby oppreffive officersare fhamed or iv-
" timidated into more honorable and jtift modes
11 of conducting affair*.'

But while the Editor claiTes with our dearefl
rights the Liberty of the Prefs, he is decidedly
inimical to its licentloufnrfs.

.As. on the ore hand, the conduct of public
men and the. tendency of ni.blic meafures will h<
ftetly examined, to, on the other, private cha-
racter will remain inviolable, nor {hall indelicate
ideas or expreffions he admitted, howeverdifguii-
ed by fatirt cr enlivened by wit.

No ictiti". f>Us whatever, on the prevalence of
Which fhe general good depends, will be exclud-
ed from enquiry and ctifcutTtoiv. Guided by tie-
principle, the editor need not caution the pubic
ogainft afcribing tohim, a belief in all die opi-
nions which may occasionally be fupported, or a
difbelief of thofe ?which may be oppotcd ior
as he means not to furrendet h.is own ftntitnents,
jfo he does not <*xpect that thofe who write fbt
the National Intelligencer will furrender theirs.

In the adnwflion of compiled as well as ori-
ginal articles, it wijl be ids object to be im-
partial, and to exhibit as they exift, the
varying opinions and actions of men Let it
however, be conftdcred, that impartiality doc-
nor confift iii the aciuuadmission «i as much
political matter on <>"c fide as the other-, but in
a re-idinefs to inftrt articles of merit on either
fide.

Aware of the equivocal thsrncter of paoFf.s

sions, and convinced that the [>üblic judgment
will be formed, as it ought to be, from the man
ncr in which the National Intelligencer Ihrdl be
conduclcd, the Editor will add only o«e remark.!
lii.-. Paper will be rtuir.i.v American. It will
be his effort to promote the true intcicfi>
own Country, uninfluenced either by foreign at-
tachments orenmities.

The FOLLOWING are the "FIRMS oil which
the National Intelligencer will be publifhed, fub
joined to which is the addrefswhich accompanied
the Propofal Papers.
ill. The National Intelligencer 11

print! d three times a week on good cenri
paper, and with a new type

».'.. Tec antiual fobfcriptionfhal! be i'ivr Dol-
r.ars paiil constantly in advance :y all fub-
i; libers not rtfiding in the City «f Waftington,
and t-ii Dollars paid by thofewho r
thi City ;in which cafe, the payment ilull be
half ycariy. It being underftood that fub-
fcribers, refidirg at a diftai
of Wafliiii invariably to pay
year in »dv« nee, and i:; every fuch cafe the
traHLmiffion of t:>c Paper will e-.-alc as foofl a-
the period flii.ll erpire forwhichpa) ment lhall

made- V<> paper will be fo
ed in any inftaMCe until the money is actually
paid.

.",d. All Letter*; to be poft paid.
'1 he Editor of the National Ih,TBLUO»N-

cer, imprefftd with the great importance of the
prefent crifis, and with the ftrong neceflity
of having conducted, at the feat of the General
Government, a ntwfpaper, that may claim the
reputation ofbeing ufeful, bydiffuGog unperver
ttCt factt, and correct political ideas, has
mined to enter uponthe arduous duties which fuch
a:i object involves. He is well apprifedof the
expetice and exertion which fuch an e/tablifhment

Buthe ci-nlides in the prompt and
tic co-op#ratioii ol the friends of truth

and of their country in the different parts of thi
Union. As it is his firm determination, thai
nothing(hail be admitted into the National In
i r i.i n.ENCEi, which lhallwound national,or ca
lumniite privau character, fo it h his unalti
purpofe freely to inlert, am! earncftlv te invite,
whatever fhall promote the general welfare

Tftiß, aflcf tfYis on'/, fhaff fee <f)« ttfotitefcyfchiefr
hrfs profefh rxl deporroieni

Hitherto, in lh« \u25a0 t| V'ER*
SAL GAZETTE, the'Editor ha* confined hint-
ft If, agreeably to the original plan, to recording'
events as they occurred, with but little nfinnaid-
verfion on their eaufes cr efflcSls ; and s* far as
opinions were involved, to relating fhofa of
others father than his own. The (jfliterfill
Gazette will ft ill be continued On the fame >. an ;
the only change that fakes p ace, will aril ;rom
its being printed at the feat of government al
Wafhington, intfead of Philadelphia ) whereby
its value will be appreciated rather than impair-
ed.

With refpeel fo the National Intelligencer,
another p.\u25a0m will hepurfued. Over a faithfuland? omprcht nlive chtaii of fadswill preftde a (..irir.
of invefligation, a defire to enlighten, not only by
fa(sl. hut by fesfon. Ihe tendency of pftblic
meafures, and the conduct of public nun, will be
examined with enndour and truth,

In addition to the mafs of information, formed
by domeltic and foieign events, and efpeeially by
\u25a0 detailed ft'Cement of the debates and ps<.ce.ee-
inghof Congrefs, as muc oiigitfal matter will
he furnifhed as the exertions of the Editor fball
be able to command. And if hebe not deceived,
he can promiie the readers of rbe National Intel-
ligencer, an organ, which fhall communicate the
language of truth with accuracy, with dignity*
?tnd with fpirit.

October 31ft, 1800.

'Vhr Managers of the Wafhii
Dancing Assemblies inform the Sub-
fewbers that the f'ft Affembly will be
held at Mr. Stii.m-.'s jiotiu., on Tues-

?g next 35th Inftant half aftef
5 o'clock.

CONRAD 8c M'Mt I
HAVE epened houfes of 1nlertalhment in the

range of buildings formerly occupied by
Mr( I.AW, about two hundred paces from the
Capitol, in New Jerfey avenue leading from
thence to the Pattern ? ranch. They are fpaci-
pus and euiivenient, one of which is defined
for flag* paffeffgers and travellers, the other for
the accommodation of boarders, I here is fti-
bleage luffieifnt for 00 horfei??"They hoot to
tnerii public patronage.

City of Wafhington, Nov. 24, lßoo<

JUS""' IMPORTED,
IN the ftip Miffouri, via Philadelphia, Wltl

now opening for ? ah: it the Subf.riber's -tore oi»
ivj-.v Jerfey Avenue Capital Pill, Square 690.

A General Affbrtmcnt of Ironmongery, ' ut«
dlery, Brafa Warts and Building Mate-

rial.-.
Among which are the following' Articles.

lion pots, frying p-ms, chaffing difUrs, Brafi,
iro and J-iiand Carcflefticlcs, patent metal fc*
ki ttl< I anj fauce pans ; jappane.d tea trays, wait-
el', and Bread bifkets, fad irons, wired up Jacket
iSwttiiing, fcrubhine, hearth ard fhoe hrufhes ;.
Mathematical infttunieiitf, mahogany knife cafes,
ti:le<t with ivory handled knives and forks Cruet
(lands, ladies dreffiiig cafes; mill, pitt and croft
fctrtt f'iwj,56, 28 and 14111. Iron weights Alfir
leakbeams to weigh from c to 10 cwt. a'

HENRY I. CLE.
November a<tth, 1800.

WA SI 1fNGTON HOOK-STORE.
}\ ' !?!>. E, < ieSKAP, &S c:0.

\u25a0 South J. Streei and NewJersey
Ay \u25a0 th Capiti I.

I TA*/E jttft received, and for fale at the aboveI \u2666 (lore Letters from Alexander Hamilton,
ing fhe public conduct and characterof

Adams, Efq. Prefident of the United
States

Alfo, jutt opening, a choice afforfnicnt t£
'books in Hiftory, Law, Mccl me, Divinity,[Arts and Sciences, daffies, School bc*k«, No-
vels, Romances Biography, &c. iVc.?With a
lg«od affertment of fvper royal, royal, medium,
idemy, and roolfeap writingpaper, thick and thin. Acommonwrappingpaper. befl Dutch
quills, wafers, iealing wax, inkpowder, red and
bkck m!: black lead pencils. parchim-n-. i lay-
iiig cards, blank bonks, &c. &c. .11 Which
they will difpofe of at the vety loWelt pi'res.

Public officer* ond others, who will pleafe t*.
favour thtm with their cnftom, may rely on
having the flricTtefl attention paid to theirorder*.

Nov. 17th, 1800.

JOHN \\ ARN ES,
FROM VIiILMtELPHIA,

Has jufl opened for fale the following articles at
his ftore oppofite Mr SemmcVs tavern, in

rgetown, a general affortmcnt of
Tu'.s of thefirst quality, viz.

Imp large Hyfon,
Young Hyfon, hyfonfkin,
Souchong and Kohea.

SPICKS.
Nutmegs, Mace,
Cinnamon. Cloves],

Four bags frefb Almonds.
LIQUORS.

Madeira, fix years old, Dry Sherry & Port,
Brandy, 4th proof Jamaica spi-
rits, and Holland Gin.

Coffee,
Pennington's heft refined fuqars.

With a bandionie affortmcnt of gentlemen's
faftiionable London Kats and trimmings.
He has likewife for Tale, ten cafes v>ell af-

orted STATIONARY, confining of writing paper
>? different qualities Quills Wafer?, and Ink
powder, in package* from 8o to 180 dollars on
:he molt rcafonable terms lor cafe or approved

Knijlifh and American playing cards,
l\ifhbivrd per groce,

i ping piper per ream,
\u25a0» cafe of 7 8 and yard wide Jrifh Line*

\u25a0 ..?(.

Nov. I4'b, l?CO,


