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_of the fenates Y

_principle of a joint vote, as the only abfo-
- lute exception from the difcretion of your)

‘the fenate it was regarded only as a

~ ted to the committee of the fenate in' the

Tor the infertion of fuch numbers s fhoul

PENNSYLVANIA I.EGISLA'I'URE.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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On the Election of Electors.

—————

The committees of conference, appoint-
ed by the houfe of Reprefentatives and the

Senate, not having agreed on any terms of i“d“l%‘e and realize it

accommodation, the committee of the Houfe
of Reprefcntatives on the 18th inltant,
made the following REPORT.—

That impreffed with the importance oflviate their principal obftacle, it was une-

the object of the conference, as well as with
the neceflity for a prompt decifion, your
Cominittee embraced thelearlielt moment to
enter into a difcuflion with the Committee
of the Senate; endeavouring by a frank,
temperate, and conciliatory example, to ob-
tain a candid difclofure of the principles,
on which the amendments to the bill were

founded 3 and of the ultimate views andineft wifh of your committee to refcue the

difpofitions of the Senate, in relation to an
‘equitable compromife of the difference,
which had, unfortunately, arifen between
the two houfes.

That although expreflions indicating a
predetermination to adhere infiexibly, to the
amendments of the Senate, efcaped at the

very opening of the rence, from fome
individuals, it is jof icknowlege, that
in their official capac he Committee of
the Senate declared a readinefls to hear any
arguments, and to receiveand confider any
propofitions, which could be offered on be-
half of the Houfe of Reprefentatives 3 but
they uniformly d:clined to fupport by
realoning ths amendment to the billy or to
make any overture, on their part, asa bafis
for accommodation.

That, under thefe circumftances, your
committee reprefented the magnitude of the
queftion before the conferees § its influence
upon the charadter of the Union. They
urged the facred obligation by which each
member of ‘the Legiflature was bound
to fupport the Conftitution of the United
States'; and they referred to the Conftitu-
tional injunftion, that each State fhall ap-
point Eleétors, in the manner which. the
Legiflature may direct, preferibinga duty,
which the legiflature could not refufe or
neple& to perform. By

That receiving no anfwer to thefe obfer-
vations, -your committee procecded  to
ftate that the hoafe of reprefentatives was

aCtuated by a juft fenfe of the duty enjoined) Vice Prefident of the United States.”

upon the legiflatare, and by a fair deferénce
for the opinions of the fenate ;that there-|
fure, the prefent conference had been re

quefted by you ; and that your committee/On belialf of the committee of conference

conformably to the difpofisions and views
which you had manifefted on the occa-
fion, were prepared to make every reafon-
able conceflion to the difpofitions and views|

That confidering the prefervation of the

committee, they derived great fatisfaction
from remarking that while on your. part,
that mode of proceeding was deemed a
matter of conflitutional obligation, it did
ot appear on the part of the fenate to be
deemed irrezular or illsgal.  Hence it was
prefumed that if the objeé of the amend-
ments to the bill could be attained by other
means, there would be no hefitation in|
yieldingta the confcientious fernples of thel
-hnufq of reprefentatives, what was, ‘iﬁ-ﬁxe‘ir
view, a principle ; though in the view of
forif, =500

Chex

: L -3 :
That on this bafls your committee predi-|

eated the propofitions, which they prefen.|

terms contained inthe annexed paper mark-
ed (A ;) ftipulating for the appointment of]
ekeétors by a_joint vote, but conceding
that the appointiment thould be fo regulated
asto give to each branch of theJegiflature
the choice of a portion of the numbar to be
appointed.  On this apportionment, howe.
very, ‘your committee did not deem it ex
pedient, in the firft inftance, to exprefs
their fentiments ; but left the proper bhnk\%

be fettied after an inveftigation of the fub-

T

|made by a joint vote of the two branches of
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That your committee received from the
cominittee of the Senate, an anfwer to their
propofition, exprefled in the terms contain-
ed in the annexed paper marked (B)-—=That
the anfwer while it verbally objeds to the
ftipulation of a joint vote, evidently makes
the objection ina way, that did not pres
clude the - hope of furmounting it ; and
while there remained a hope of accommo-
dation, your committee were anxious to

Thataccordingly without departing from
the ftipulation for a joint vote, the annex-
ed reply marked (C,) was prefented. to the
committee of the Senate, i which to ob-

quivocally declared ¢ that the apportion-
ment of the number of életors, to the two
branches of the Legiflazure, was confider-|
ed as a fair fubjeét for free difcuflion, and
mutual conceflion, to the whole extent of]
the number to be appointeds” = ‘T'he Senate,
as well as the Houfe of Reprelentatives,
muftrecognize in this declaration, the ear-

ftate from the difiyrace that threatened, and
to reftore to the Legiflature the harmony
which has been interrupted.

For, whoever thall candidly confider the
nature of the fubje& ; the precedents; that
have been  eftablithed in Pennfyiyvania ;
in other ftates of the union; the compara-
tive number of the two Houles ; or: the ge-
neral fentiments of the people; exprefied
through the medium of elections, cannot
fail to perceive, that the claim of the Houfe|
of Reprefentatives might jultly have been
placed on. higher ground ; while the ftrict
operation of a joint vote, would inevitably
exclude the Senate from any participation
in the choice of ele@tors.

“T'hat notwithftanding thefe reiterated
nrapofitions (at omee {incere “and liberal)
your committee are finally doomed to be
the reludantmedium of announcing to you,
and to the public, thé peremptory . diffent
of the committee of the Senate, as expref
fad in the annexed paper (Dy) and the con-
fequent failure of every conciliatery effort.
It only remains thevefore, to fulfil the daty
that has been afiigned to your comumittee,
by fabmitting the fallowing refolution to
the Houfe : ;

1 Resolved.—That the Iiouft of Reprefen-
tatives do not recede from their vote of non-
concurrence in the amendments propofed
by the Senate toghe bill entitled ¢ Ana&
todire@ on behalfof this ftate, the manner
of appointing eledtors of a Prefident and

(4) Aciia
PROPOSITIONS

of the Honfe of Reprefentatives, toform
the bafis of a free confersnce on the F-

" le@oral Bill, =S
1. That the choice of ela@ors fivall e

the legiflature, but the above fhall be fo
regulated as to give each branch a portion
of the number chofcn. : ;
2. That before the joint meeting each
branch fhall nominate anumber of perfons,
equal to the whole number of ele@ors to
be chofen ; and at the joint meeting each
member of the two branches {hall vote for
{ifteen ele@ors. of whom fhali
be taken from the nomination of the fenate
and {rom the nominatton of
the houfe of reprefentatives. ; =
3. That the fenate recede from their.a-
mendments to the bill ; and that the bill be
fo amend=d in the houfe of reprefentatives
as to conform to the firftand fecond propo-

e

s g P gl s
The committee of conference on the part
- of ‘the fenate, delivered to the confer-
" eesion the partof the honfe of reprefen-
 tatives upon the propofition on Monday
. evemng 17t Novembers =
. The committee of conference onthe part
of the fenate, have confidered the propofi-
tions of the commiittee of the haufe of re.
refentatives, to which the following ex-

- The firft cannot be admitted, becanfe it
s deltroying the principle on which the a-
mendments of the fenate are founded, viz.
oreferving to the feveral branches of the

NOVEMBER: 26th,

1860,

This exception reflting againft the princi
ple therein contained, it is unneceflary t
notice the other propofitions, as they o
conrfe will be rejected ; but if the principle
were conceded, the fecond propofition is not
{ufficiently explicit, the munber to be ta-
ken from each branch of the legiflature not
being inferted.  On the whole the commit-
tee does not difcover that any advantage
can refult from changing the principle.

The only objeét would appear to refpe@
the number to beappointed by each branch
and the fentiments of the committee have
already been unequivacallyexpreffed on that
point. :

Repeated conferences having already
been had on the fubject, the committee on
the part of. the fenate cannot confider the
propoﬁti(ms‘madc by the committee on the
part of, the houfe of reprefentatives as fra.
ming the bafis of a free conference on the
elettoral bill, but rather as a conelufive o-
pinfon. \

‘T'hisopinion-having been oppolud to theit
fentiments, the committee of the fenate
capnot agree to recommend to that body to
recede from their amendments. -

Seaean

The committee of the houfe of repre=
fentativesin reply to the exceptions which
are ofiered by the committee of the fenate
to their propofitions, obferve——

L That it has been admitted in debate

tives, it isunderftood to have been argued
by the majority in debate in the fenate, and
it isnct denied by the committee of con-
terees on behalf of the fenate, that an ap-
pointmént of ele&ors by a joint vote of'both
branches of the legiflature, would be a con-]
ftitutional: made of proceeding.

2. T'hat the majority of the heufe of re-
prefentatives are confcientioufly of opinion.
that the electors can only be conftitutionally
appointed by a joint vote of both hranches
of the lepiflature, Ty ‘

3. That, therefore, in aéceding to a join'
vote the fenate. will only wave, ‘what is'in
their opition 2 matter of form :* but in des
parting from ity the houfe of reprefenta-
tives wonld lacrifice; what isin their opini-
on, a matter of principle. '

4. That on an occafion {o eritical and im-
portant, involving not only ‘the vefpect that
is due to the facred obligation by which
the legiflature is bound ‘to fupport the con-
ftitution of the union, but the very exifténce
of the union itf=lf, it is prelumed, that a
difpofition’ will be felt and manifefted on
both fides of the conference, to produce o
conciliatory, and fatisfactory refult.

5. That under this impreflion, the con
ferees on behalf of the houle of reprefenta-
tives, have before declared, and now repeat,
that they cannot confent to advife a fur.
render of the principle of a joint vote ; but
that they are willing to receive and con-
fider a propofition for apportioning the num-
ber of electors between the two ‘houfes, in
fuch manner as fhall not violatethe conftitu-|
dional right of the fenate. : :

6. That the fenate having in their amend-
ments propofed the appointment of feyen
slectors to the fenate, and eight ele@ors to
the houfe of reprefentatives;.
ferees on behalfof the Houleof!
tatives are prepared to receive
the reafons of the canferees on'

at the fame time, will candidly offer the

|reafons which cccur in oppofition to it.

! 3-;\7, That s it is obvious that the only dif-
fcrel1ce which exifts between the two houqu,
is the apportionment of the number of ¢lec-
tors, the canferees on behalf of the Houfe
of Reprefentatives declare, that any rea
fonable propofition in that refpect will be
adapted by them, to refcue the ftate fron
the difgrace and odivm-arifing from a di
veliGtion of her federal obligations ; and
ihaty they truft, the candor of the conferees
on behalf of the Senate, will prevent their
making any but a reafonable propofition orj
the “occafion, - P o

*

8 fhmjt, upon the whel
an behalf of the Houfe of entativer
ultimately declare, that they cannot, con-
fcientioudly, recede from the principle of
a joint vote 3 but that they confider the ap-
vointment of the ele@ors, to the whole ex-

confirees

it

legiflature their conflitytional rights.

T e e et e e <ot

by the minority in the houfe of reprefentasf

Senate, for making that appointment, andf
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ubject for free difcuiﬁéh, and mutual con-
.'Cﬂi‘(m. )
= el () ‘
Fhe committee of conference or the part

propofitions of the committee of the Houfe
of Reprefentatives, in ‘which they do not
difcover any thing impertant, to whichthe
former reply of the eommittee does tiot fur-
nifh ant anfwers

The committee of the Sedate havealrea~
dy given their opiniof on the appointment
of the eletors, andto enter now intoa de<
sail of the reafons on which that is founded
would be ufelefs to thofe who have already:
heard them, and not praicable in the time
given to reply. “T'he committee confiders
the propofitions of the committeee of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives, as leading to un-
certainty and difficulty on a point which (for
the honor of the ftate) ought fpeedily to be
fettled. © The mode propofed in the amend-
ments, alike with thas defired by the com=
mittee of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, fur
aithes the opportunity of a difcuffion as to
the appointiient of the eleorse. Upon the
whole, this committee impreffed: with the
juflnefs of the principle which dictated  the
amendmentsof the Senate;and feeling them -
felves  eondcienticufly bound te - fupport
them, cannet apree to relinquifithe ground
which they have taken. ¢ 1
¥

ken on the refolutiony ‘with which it ¢lofes,
2i7s ¢ Refolved, That the Houfe of Re-

af non-concurrence in the amendmerits nro-
pofed by the Sénate,” and was cani{dby
a large mnjerity. o

Mr. Penrase then read a new billin his
place, containing the principle of a joint
vote, but {o medified that'the Senate fhould
nominate 15 elo@ers ond the Houfe of
Reprefentitives the like number ; that, on
Friday next (after fiich nommation and a
mutual notification thereof) 1heé members
of the two houles fhewld meet together and
chioofe £ftéen=—15  whereof to be ‘vut of the
Senate’s nomination end 10 of the momina-
tisnof the Houfe of Reéprefentativess This
bill'seas made the order of the day for the
afternoons—the ufudl rules being difpenfed
Witho

At four olcdack ‘the hounfe mety and,
the firft fection being under confideration,
Mr, Mitchell, from Cuniberland, rofe, and
declared his oppofition to ite

The queftion was taken on the bill; and
loft, 30 ayes, 36 nayes.

Cn the 19th inftant, the bill, loft the day
before in the Houfe of Reprefentatives was,
revived by 2 anotion to reconfider, made
by Mefirs. Hufton and Moore, two of the
Members who were: in the majority yefter-
day.  The reafon afbfnad by the wover,
Mr. ufton, was, that the yote had becn
haflily taken, and the bilk ot fully under-
foad by all themembers ; feveral ot having
voted either for oragainftit. The queftion,
being then puty was carricd in the af-
firmative; and; the firft fe&ion being be-
fore the honfe, a pefiponement. was moved
by’ Mr. Doilean, in order that the - bill
mighi be printed for the ufe of the membere,

wlich was dlfo ‘carried in the pfirmative,

and the houfs, after ading ondome iother
hufipefs, adjourned until the afternoon.

When the -houfe met, in the after
the bill was read a fecond time, shlaf
fmall emendments, no way #fe&ing the
principle of it, being made) ordésed'to be
tranferibed for a-third reading.

| :On the 20th inftant, the bill, propofid Ly
Mr, Penrofe, paffed the Houfe of Repre-
fentatives, and was fentto the Senate for
CONCUITENCE.

3 y $

| The Serate amended “it, by preferibing
that prévioufly to the eleQion of cleGors,
cach houfe fhould neminate ejght perions,
after which the two houfes fhould meet to-
ether, and - chocfe by joint vote fifteen

fele&ors, each member voting for 15 ‘per-

fons out of-the nominations previcufly made,
and the 15 perfons bhaving  the greatef}
nuimber of votes being the duly chofen
sledtors.

Thusamentded the bill pafzd the Scnate
. the 20thinls Ayes 13; Noys 1.

tent of the number to be appointed, asa fair

of the Senate have confidered the fecond: .

The report being read, & qucflion‘was tas

prefentatives do net yecede from theivryote

#“?’v



