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M. MPacox, from the Committee of
Claims, made a report againft the petition
of Oliver Pollocky which was read, and
ordered tolle on the table.

WMr. 11, Lee. moved that the Hounfe do
#0 intoa committee of the whole on the
bill ¢ directing the erection of a Mauso-
letm to -GEonGE WasrINGPeN"" "

On which’ motion the houfe divided,
Avyes 85, Noes 31 Mu. Morris took
the  chair. "

The ~‘Chairman  after ' reading the bill
through, proceeded fo read it by paragraplis.
The it fe&ion'is as follows;

Sec. 1. Bé it estacted by the Senaté and
House of Representatives of the United
% States of America, in Congress assem-
& bled, That a Mausoleum of Americen
« granite and méarbley in a pyramidal form
“ oite hundred feet square at the base, an
“ of a proportionate height, shall be érec-
opdd in testimony of the love and gratitude
“ of the citizens of the United States, to
“ GrorGE WASHINGTON.

M#a: ArusTtow, after fome rentirks
which we were unable to hear from the re-
miotenels of our pofition, moved an amend-
ment to the firlt {&iony which was, in {ub-
f¥ance, that a BloNuueNt of marble be
erected in the Capitil, at the Gity of Wash-
ington, commemorative of the great events
of the military and political life of Grzorcr
WaisHiNGTaN.

Mnr. H. Lt fpoke for feveral minntes
withott our being able to hear in connee-
tion a fingle fentence. The amount of
his remarks appeared to be, that during the
Yaft feflion the houfe, after lony debite,
had declared itfelfin favor of a Maufoléunr
and that as fio reafons had been affigned
for a change of opifion, hie hoped they
wouldl perfeveré in the deliberate refult of]
their judgment. v

Mr. O118 wis ready to acknowledge him-
felf unacquainted with many of the circum-
ftanc¢es embraced by the ful}jc&. : He,
thierefore, wilhed additional information to!
that which he had received.  FHis prefent!
opinion wias that a Maufoleum was prefer-
dble toa Monament. He ackiowledged
that in forming this opinion, he had felt
great deference for the judgment of the
committee Which had recommended it It
was dhdoubtedly a fubjett but little un-
derftoods  The formation of a proper deci-
fion depended upon a concurrence of feve.
ril circwnftances, upon a comparifon of the
éxpence with the value o
to be accomplifheds  Befides this it had
many peculiar featires not comprehended
by every gentléman, He thought thefc
cofiderations fufilcient to induce the houfc
to decline voting for the ameéndment
witereby the plan of the committee, whe
had maturely confidered the fubjett in all
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The befl way in which his fame could be
preferved, would be by bringing his alhes
from the place where they now lay, by de-
pofitmg them in the capitol at the ‘will of]
the nation, in interring them in fuch @’ man-
ner as had vever heretbfore been done, in
placing over them a plain tablet, on which
every man could write whathis heart dic-
tated. This, and this only, was the bafis
of his fame. It was notto be blazonad by
figures or reprefentations of any otheér furt,
It confifted in the undecaying recolle@ion
of his virtues. It muft live on the national
feeling, & this called not forufelefs experice.
Twenty thoufand Dollars was as competent
to its expreflion, as two hundred thou-
fand.  Tehoped, therefore, the amendment
would be adopted, and that the terms which
related to military and political atchieve-
ments would be omitted. He hoped a plain
monument would be erected.

His preference of a monument toa maus
foleum arofe not from any indifpofition to
celebrate the memory of our Americandheros
He could fay as muchin his praife as any
mans  Neither a committee of Congrefs,
nor the four Setretaries, on whom the bill
devolved the fuperintendance, felt more
zeal for the charatier of this great man
than he did. .

Mui. Norr did not rife to confume the
time of the Committece by going at large
into an examination of the fubject 3 bat to
explain  the reafons for the vote he
meatit to give. e liad lalt fellion co-oped
rated moft chearfully i all thofe meafures
which had been purfued to exprefs the na-
tional fenfibility at the lofs of that great
and tmmortal character.  In thefeelings of]
gratitude whichhis lervices excited, no man
could outdo him.. Ameng other meafures
he had been friendly to the erection of a
maufolenm.  But on more refleétion he
had changed his opinion.  He did not be-
lieve that a huge mals of flones wonld add
to the reputation of Walhington, or be
mote exprefiive of national afiection than 2
marble monument.  This being the cafe,
he preferred the latter, becaufe it was the
leaft expenfive. :

Mgr. GriswoLp hoped the smendment
would not prevail. It was the objeét of the
bill to raife a monument which Thould laft
for ages, and which fhould be a perpetual
memorial of the gratitude of © America.
Such would not be the cafe, if the propo-
fition made by the gentléman from North
Carolina fhould be adopted. The monu-
ment propoled by him might be broken
«nd deftroyed ty a lawlefs mob or by a fet
of fchool boys. . For his part, he would
not confent to raife fuch a monument to
to the memory of a man who 1 ad deférved
fo well of Lis country.

The bill propofed the ere@ion of & ino-
nument that would ftand unimpaired for
ages. It is true, that it will not perpetii
ate the fame of Wathington ; his fame
required nothing which wé could do to give|
it perpetuity ; but it will perpetuate the
gratitude of thé countty. It will be a
{tructure that will command refpect ; it
will be pointed to our children ; they will
enter it with reverence, as the fjot
in which the afhes of this great man arc

the' ()})j'eﬂ‘ depofited.

It was undoubtedly a fubje® of fenti.
ment 3 and fub’{cﬂs of fuch a kind muf!
be guided by feeling:  Various opinions.
therefore, may naturally be expeéted. His
opinion. was that the national fentiment
called for the ere@ion of a ftruéture cor-
refpondent in fize to the chara&erof the

i?b ft;h'tidhs. Wﬂiﬂd Bé fl'l!ﬂl'atéd, I‘l;ﬂlécshnan to whom it was raiﬁ-d‘.

ftronger reafons were affizned than he had
yet hedrd. -

The general outlines of the bill might
now be adopted ; and if there exifted 2

Nir. Nicuoras obfcrvcd that ;thc Billlvariance of opinion the fubordinats meém.]

directed the erediion of a Maufoleum of)
certain dimenfions, to alcertain the c¢x.|
penice of which an eftimate had been made.|
But that eftimate was not fatisfactory, It}
was made without information.  The fum
tobe expended wasnot fixed. It might
Vaitly exceed aiy fum now contemplated.|
Thia Manloleum was to confift of a huge|
ugly mafs of ftones heaped upon oue ano-|
ther, to raifée_which a heavy and ulelefy
expence would be incurred.  And what wa
theobject ? It was to perpetuate the memo

ry of Geéorpe Wathington, ~ Was thel
férmory of that great man to be. perpetua-
ted Ly aheap of large inanimate obje&s !

bers of it might be modified.

Mr. H. Lee faid, if it were the wifh
of gentlemén: to avoid the adoption o
meafures. commemorative of the talents
of the great man we have loft, it would
be candid in theri to tell us (o at once.
For his part he faw lictle difference be-
tween the adoption of the amendment and
the rejeétion of every plan propofed that
was adequate to the occalion.  Sir, faid
(veneral Lee, there is mot a'rich man ir
Europe who.lofes his miftrefs that doé.
1wt raife a trophy to her. memory’; and
{hall it be faid that we, who Mave {nftain.
¢d the moft irréparable lofs ia the dehth

DECEMBER 8th, 1800,

of our chief, fhall it be faid that we re-
fufe to pay him thofe honors which are
laviflied fo liberally uwpon fuch inferior
obje@s?  If you do not mean to come
forward on the occafion, fay fo-—~Then we|
fhall underftand the reafons of oppofiticn
to the ground taken by this houfe laft fef-
fion.  As yet no reafons had been affigned
for abandoning it—=We then declared that
we would act.  'We exhibited a fpiit wor-
thy of the inimortal Wathington, worthy
of the dignified character of this houfe.
But fhould this honorable fpirit, kindled
by anenthufialin in the virtues and talents
of our departed benefactor, fubfide, anid be
thilled by the adoption of the propofed
amendment, he would condole with the
houfe ; and would ratlier they would' be
filetit for ever than difgrace themfelves and
their country by fo fubordinate an act.
¢ It is troe, Sir, that the celebrity and
the glory of Walhington hing not on our
auditseITiftory will tianfimit 1o polterity
the Tiftre of his fame glittering with un-
tarnifhed purity. Tt is not in our powet
either toincréale or diminifli'it. " But, Sir,
we may imitate his virtues and his great)
examples  We dre: deeply interefted if
holding then forth @s illuftrious models to
our {on¢,  Is there, theh, 1 afk you, any
e mode for perpetuating the temoty
of fuch tranfcendent virtues, {o {trong, fo
impreflive, as that wiich we propofs.  The
grandédy of the pile, we wifh to raife, willl

ite Tt will furvive the prefent generation.
Tt will receive the homage of our clildren’s
children 5 anid they will learn that the'
trueft way to gain honor amidlt 4 free
peoplé is to fefal, to be virtuous.

~ This will not be the a& of an mdivi-
dual. It will Ve the at of a Goveriment
expreffing thie will of a Great Nationi—
Seize then, I pray you, feize with fapture
the ocealion. that is now prefented, thank-
fal to the Supreme difpn(lcr of events for
wiving you an apporttnity of rearing fome
futare Wathington, This is a great ob-
ject 3 frown theén upon all che little efforts
made to defeat it

Itis certaiiily true that if you éred «
Maufoleum, you muft expend fome public
motiey.  But are you not the ghardians of
the public treafure? Does not the {ilec-
tion of the beft objedts to which to appro-
priate it, devolve onyou? And‘¢an there
be 3 greater, a more patriotic purpofé than
this 7.~ Is it not your great duty to pro-
mote the public good; and can thit be
more completely promoted in any other
way ! The fum afked is feventy thoufand
dollars.  Who can fliew me in whit other
manner the fime good can be effedted by
fo fmall a fum? ;

But, it is faid, that gie bill vefts a difcre-
tion in the Secretarics, and they may ex-
ceed the eftimate. But, Sir, are the Se.
cretaries unworthy of confidence? De
not we know that we may fafely rely upon
them 2 Befides; if thought expcdient, the
expenditure may be limited,  Thus furc-
ly, without prodigality on the one hand,
or parfimony on thé other, you may do ho-
nor to yourfelves and your country. ‘

Mr. Macon did not pretend td ktiow
much about that kind of things propofed
by the bill § but he belidved, E-om the lit-
tle he did know, that fuch a thing had fot
been attempeed for a thoufand years.
expence, attending the pr“opof}ed meafure.
had been treated lightly,  For himftify he
was not difpofed to confider feventy thou-
fand dollars a trifiing fum. e thought
it a great fum ¢ and believed om{ méan in
the country thouglitas he did.  Tn form-

not carried away by the vifionary notions

required to produceit: and he weéll knew
how  hardly éarned was the money from
which this éviormous fam muft proceed.

He further bélieved that no msn could
tell how much the Maufoleum would ¢oft.
The feventy thoufand dollars was probably
only a béginring § and wheii the objedi
was ofice ‘hegun, experiefice tells us that
we muft 12?& it at @l evénts, let it coft
what it might. The bafe was fixed at a
hundred feet. Why not decide its other
oroportions? Did not the filence of the bill
on this point fhew the ignorance of  gen-
tlemen?  All wasdoubts  What {tréngth-

——— e g

imprefs a {ublime awe on all who behold

The _

ing his idea of any particular, fum he was|City ; and that was ¢

of fpeculation ; he looked at the labour it]
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formation, was the exhibition laft {eflion
of two eltimates; one of which was pre-
dicated on a bafe of fikty feet, and requir-
&d fixty-feven thoufand dollars ; the other

feet,muking the Struciure nearly three times'
as large, and required only feventy thous
fand ~ dollars.
Both eftimates certainly could not be truce

depended upor.

be raifed ! He faw no good purpofe like-
ly to be anfwered by it under the fun:
Can ftones fhew gratitude ?  If tle nation
withed to fhew its gratitude, let them do
it by making ahiftory of the life of Wafh-
ington a {chool:book. = Our children then
will learn and imitate his virtues—This
will be rendering the higheit tribute . to.
his fame, by making it the inftrument of:
enlightening the mind and improving the
heart. R e
While there are fich rational modes of
diftinguifhing the memory of Wafhington,
tan Eongrcfs fo far forget the intereft of
the hation; can they fo far forget their
own duty, ay to expend Millions in acts
of ufelefs and pernicions oftentation ? Since
the invention of types, monuments are good

ceiain long after their decay dr defbruc-
tions wt
We ate told that the beft mede of perpe«
tuating the memory of Wafhington 1s to
-reéta Mavfoleum. I have heard, faid M.,
Macon, of Ariftides; I have heard of Hams
den 5 but I have never heard of monus
ents raifed to their memories.  Yet their
vittues fline as bright now, as tiey did
while they livcd.-&% have heard of a place
called Wefltminfter Abbey, full of the me-
numents of kings;. yet, notwithflanding
thefe grand memoriale, T have heard very
little of them after they left this world,
and T queftion very much whether any.
man, let him have heard what ke mayy if
he were to go there could tell one of them
from the othey, 3
But, it is
vofed by the amendment, may be thrown

boyss  God forbid that this fhould ever
be the cafe, I do not believe, faid Mre
Macon, this to be pofiible. If it, were
made of glafs, frail as it is, it weuld be
fafe ; all would tevere, all would refpedt
ite h

who advocates the Mauloleum, that a rich
man in Europe cannot lofe his miftrels
without raifing a monument to her mes
morys  Was the gentleman ferions when
he made this remark ! Would he place

with that of a_rich man’s miftrefs ? ta
ter, Siry faid Mr. Macen, far better weild
it be, more honorable to the Government,
and more. conformable to the wifh of our
deceafed friend, to devote the feventy
thoufand dollars, defigned for a Maufole-
ully to the education of the poors  Theny
indeed, we might flatter ourfilves with hav-
ing extended the Empire of his virtoes,
by making thofe underftand and imitate
them, who, uninftru@ed, could not coms
prehend thems o
If he thought that by raifing a meghis
ficent ymonument to Walhington, hé conld
give huration‘ to his fame, or carry his
name -into a fingle country which it had
not yet reached, he would give the meas
fure his fupports But no fuch effc@ would
be produced. It might indeed adorn this
%e only plavfible ars
gument in favor of it.:
Befoie gentlemen a& in this huifinefs,
let them look to Egypt; there they will
behold precedents in profufion ; nien made
rods, and ftatutes and monmuments and
maufolea cavering the whole face ‘of the
country ; but where will they find the vir-
tues or the talents of the men they meant
to commemorate ! Now is the ture to
make a fland againft this monument ma-
nia. Wafhi{ngton is admired  and beloved
by all.  No one can be charged witha
delive™to diminifh his fame by oppofing a
ufélets expenditure of money=—The pre.
cedent we now eftablifh will be aui
picicus to our futupe mealtivess - If we

was predicated on a bafe of one’ hundred

ould this be corredt?.
The probability was that neither could be

For what piirpofe Was this gteat mafs to

for nothing. The records of hiftory. will.

faid, that the menumen!,:.ﬁé-» :

lown and deftreyed by incbs or fchoels

The houfe is told by (si'\c g'ehdemnhg :

the emory of Walhington on a foofing .



