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The Editor of the Narvronat INTELLI-

GENCER hasthisday published at full length,

the Debatesy whichtaok place, yesterday
inthe House of Representatives, on a nc-
morial presented by him in conjunction with
Thomas Carpenter.  While the Memorial
was undecided upony he forboré to take other
fnotice of the subjéct, than.that which arose

(;{ the proceedings of the
house,” under the hope that the representa-
tives.of the people. would not  hesitate to
grant.a request, considered then, and still
considered by him. as rationals
has disappointed his expectations.’ ;

To their desision he implicitly submits.
But the remarks made by several members,
render a statement of his motives and
conduct necessary, and a regard to the in-
terests of the people of the United States
Jforbids him to be, silent.

The next paper awill contain.a statement
of factsy with elucidating remarks thereon.
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The Speaker read a Letter from Mr
Condy, the prefent clerk, informing the
houfe through him' that the - {tate of h'ls
health did not permit bis continuance in
the office of clerk, whiich he refigned, with
expreflions of regret;—fqr ‘the,.negeﬂity that
impofed this conduét. upon him, and -of]
thanks for the kindnefs and indulgence
which Lie had  received from the Houfe.

The Houfe then proceeded to the Elec-
tionof a Clerk; Mellrs. Champlain and
New tellers, who having counted the bal-
lots, reiortodthem as follow :

For John C: Ofwald, ~ 51 votes.

ohn Beckley - 42 :

oun C. Oswarp appeared and was|
fworn by the Speaker. : =4

The Houfe then took up the report of
the Committee to’ whom was referred the
Memorialof Samuel Hy Smith and Thomas
Carpentery defiring admiffion within ‘the
bar to report the debates and- proceedings
of the Houfe. g A G

The report is in fubftance.—that it is
not expedient that the House should take
any order on the memorial presented.

It will be recollected by the reader, that
the original motion made” was by M.
Hivw, which'was that Mr. Speaker fhoulc;l_
be requefted to admit the Stenographers
within the bar. 73 ; G e

Mr. Curistie moved the reference
of the report to a committee of the whole,

Mr. Grisworp oppofed the reference.

The Houfe divided ; for the réference
43 ; againftit 46, st i -

Mr. Jackson made feveral remarks,
which we heard fo indiftinétly, that juftice
to him forbids the —attempt  to re-
port them. He concluded with moving
that the yeas and nays be taken ; for which
purpofe a fufficient number of members
rofe. N AR

Mr. Nicuoras. In a government like
ours, the theory of which is republican, and
the pradife of which, he hoped, would al-
ways continue to be republican, he confi-
dered the repreferitatives of the people ref-
ponfible to the people, by whom they were
created. Tt w_is nec:ﬁgy,_vtﬁ gwc\\frgﬁ:n:ag
o this refponfibility that the people, W]
were to jug(éc,,ihm@pﬁifgfs the. pureft in-
formation, as to, not only the ats, but the
motives of thespublic agents. It was o
little confequence to them to know what

i

laws are enacted, compared with a know-|

ledge of

projeéts that were attempted or pré-
chd, ﬂng_em

wrounds, on"‘ivbioh‘;,t,héy
quopiwfed.—:ﬂor could the
merit of the acts themfelves be underftood,
unlefs the reafons forthem were ftated. 1t was

, therefore, of the higheft confequience that

the reafone for our condut fhopld be clear-

ly underftood, that our meafures may be
comprehended, and our motives alfo known,
that our conftituents mayc['p
we have faithfully difcharged our duty.
“Under this view of the fubje&, he
thought it extremely indelicate to refift the
admiffion within the bar, of thofe perfons
who thought themfelveaqualificd . to.take
the debates and proceedings of the. houfe:
But what rendsred the attempt ftilt;morc
improper was, its being an innovation on
‘he oraétice of the' houfe. Tor fiticg he

" [pradkice of the houfe, there ought to be
the firongeft reafons ; particularly when thel

The event|

[refporfible for, the conduét of men we do

|in'order to adinit, for the houfe to pafs a

dge whether d e
{but no decifion had heretofore ben made. As

had been a niember of the Legiflature, in-
dividuals of this defeription had been placed
by the houfe at their eale, in)a fituation
convenint for hearing whag patled, Why
is this pra&tice, hitherto unoppofed, now
to be brokenin upon ! For fuch an inno-
vation and departure from. the eftabli/hed

attemipted innovation refpected, and was
made by, thofe, whefe condu@ was to be
{eruginifed, 1
“ It.was not without deliberation that the
ractice ‘of the houfe had been inftituted
and adhered to. ~Some gentlemen had,
fome time fince, contemplated the employ-
ment of a particular individual, whofe fer-
vices were to be paid for by the houfe.
But the idea was abandoned, from the (up-
pofed fanction given by fuch an aé to his
ftatements ; whereby the houfe might be
made refponfible for his accuracy and ta-
lents. . :
The difficulty attending the bifinefs he
acknowledged to be great. But for the rea-
fons he had affigned, he thought the houfe
had aced right in forbearing to interfere,
further than by merely afligning a conve-
nient place to the ftenographers. It was
deemed fafeft to confide the bufinefs to per-
fons not known oflicially to the houfe,

tute the beft pledge for their fidelitys Tho’
no precife refolve had been pafled to this
effect, it was well underftood that this was
the courfe the houfe meant to purfue, after
having given the {ubje& a dcliberate and
folemn confideration. \
Shall' we nows faid Mr. Nicholas, after
this mature confideration, on the mere fug~
eftion of perfonal inconvenience, on a
{ubject of fuch importance as to invite a
entleman from a confiderable diftance,
%chcrring to fome old plan] fhall we, af-
ter the fan@ion of an uniform praétice,
fortified by the long period for which it has
been obferved, on the fuggeftion of a
trifling inconvenience, which, he believed,
on examinationy would not be found to
exift at all, adopt the innovation propofed
by the report of the comamittee ! For his
part he thought they were all deeply in-
terefted in having the debates well taken,
as it was not in their power altogether to
prohibit their being taken
He had heard but two objections made,
to the old plan. The first was, that.by
pafling a refolve; admitting the Stenogra-
phers within the bar, the houfe gave a
fan&ion to the reports publifhed by them.
The second was, that as. the Speaker had
heretofore had the management of the bu-
{inefs, it would he wrong to take it out
of his hands. )
- As to the first obje@ion, he thought it
altogether incorre€t.  The refolution, fub-
mitted by the gentleman from Notth Caro-
linay (Mr.
tioufe to adopt, does not propofe the felec-
tion ofany particular perfon, It admits
generally thofe individuals, whowilh to take
the ‘debates, Can this admiffion make us

not know, and over whont we have no
controul ? Have we heretofore been confi-
dered as refponfible ;;And wherein confifts
the difference between our paft fituation,
and the fituation we fhall be in, if the mo-
tion  of thegentleman from North Caroli-
na be adopted? We (hall then only have
done that, which before had been done by
the Speaker. Governed by a fenfe of duty,)
the Speaker had refufed admiffion within
the bar. It become therefore neceflary,

refolution.  But - it did not follow that' the
leaft refponfibility would arife from fuch an

Indeed by admitting the ftenographers
within the bar, the refponfibility of the
‘Houle would be diminifhed ; for if the
houfe admitted them, no one could then
fay that it had done any thing that inter-
fered witha faithful report of the debates ;
whereas by excluding  the flenographers,
the unavoidable . inacuracies committed’
ight be charged to  the houfe, %
The second objettion made to the refo-
lution of thegentleman from North Caro-

fore bad the manazement -of the bufinefs,
it would be wrong to take it out of his
ha“ds' & 5 . s x s ’ NP
Mr. Nicuoras, in reply to this objec-
tion, obferved that the power, heretofore
exercifed by the Speaker on this fubject,
had not been exprefsly delegated to hiin by
the houfes- - It had oftén been thought of,

the 6bject afked related to the convenience
of the members, he thought they were the
beft judges of the propriety of granting it.
The inconvenience alleged *to -exift wag
entirely 2 ‘matter of opinion. He' thought
it had either no exiftence or a very. limited
exifterice. As he had remarked before the

whole own individual intereft would coniti-|

ill) . which he wilhed the’pcrf@n wha read the debates to form a tole-

| "5 the houfe paed the refolution admit-

lina, was that as the Speaker had hereto-

nat confent to furnifh room forbeing eharg-
ed with a wifh to fupprefs the wmeans of
making an enquiry into his gonduct, He
believed that the innovation, contended for,
would be fo viewed—fo far, therefore, from
confidering it as innocent, he viewed it as
wrong. in itfelf, and likely to be mifchie-
vous in its effects. '

Mr. Or1s was one of thofe who was
not difpofed to make a [trong ftand againft
the refolution offered by the gentleman
from N. Carolina. . He did not view the
point in {o interelting a lizht as did the
gentleman who had preceded him. Itap-
peared to him in the fhape of a queftion of]
convenience ; and as tohis own lituation it
could ot be affced by any permiffion gi-
ven to the Stenographers to conte within
the bari  Muany of the arguments he had
heard implied that the fituation at prefent
occupied by the ftenographers was exclufive
of all others ; whereas if that were incon-
venient they might take any other, {o that
they did -net come within the bar.

It igtrue that the flenographers have hi-
therto been admitted within the bar. They
were admitted becaufesthere was roem. But
i our prefent chamber the room was lefs ;
nor could they occupy a part of thatlittle
without materially interfering with the con-
venience of the members.

In his opinion the proper queftion for the
houfe to corfider was, whether an admiffion
fhould take placeindependent ofthe {peaker,
or whether he thould decide its propricty.
It did not follow, if the Speakt~r retained
the management, that the exclufion would
apply to all occalions. It was true that the
places, defired by the flenographers, were
generally afligned to the high executive of-
ficers of the government, and the foreign
minifters. © But ify in confiftence with their
accommodation, the indulgence could he
wranted, during any important debate, he
had ne doubt of the Speaker’s readinefs to
admit them, and they might thus obtaina
temporary place within the bar.

M. Ofis thought the remarks of the gen-
tleman from Virginia covered too much
ground. They alcribed to the friends of
the reportan attempt topreclude the people
from obtaining all information of what pafl-
fed in this houfe. . No {fuch defign s ifted.
For his part he wifhed the people to knew
every thing that occurred within thefe walls,
There was no doubt of the debates, as here-
tofore given, being an inadequate organ of
the ‘ideas of the members—they had been
taken for nearly twelve years; and fome-
times they had been accurate, and atother
times terribly inaccurate ; and fo complete
had the diftortion of fentiments often been
that had it not been for the name that was
attached toa pardcular fpeech, the mem-
ber, to whom is. was alcribed, would not
have known itto be hiss Mr. Otis would,
notwithftanding, not deny th.c ability of a

rable idea of the arguments ufed on a parti-
cular fubjed, i

. The charge of innovation, Mr. Otis
thought unjufts  He propofed to lcave the)
bufinefs as it had heretofore been left, free
from any refolve of the houfe, to the. con-
troul of the: Speaker. By this condué no
fanélion would be given to the perform-,
ances of any reporter ;. but, .on the other
hand, if the houfe pafled a refolve, divefting
the Speaker; of his previous powery they
would render themfelves refponfible, and
would virtually give a fandions St
- If it were refolved that the houfe {hould
interfere, he would much rather fele@ and
pay an individual, competent to the bufi-|
nefs, and-appeal, for the faithful difcharpe]
of his truft, to his candour and im
ty- g

i ¥ 9’
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Mr. Nrcnorsoy faid; that if ke under
floca the objections mads by the Géntle-
man from Maffachuletts to granting an
admiflion of the Steriographers within the
bar, they mizht be all claffed under three
heads

. It wopld be againft precedent.

2. It would prevent the members from

Laving elhow-room.

8+ There is apoflibility thatthe Speaker
muy indulge the Stenographers.

As to the firlt objection, he would afk
whether the houfe bad not a right to ex-
ercite any power themfelves that was ex-
ercifed by the - Speaker.  Hitherto the
Speaker has exercifed the power, and ad-
mitted the Stenographers within the bar;
he now refufes to do it, and we are call-
éd upon to perform what he refufes. 1§
we think it propersto admit them we have
a right to doiit, The power heretofore
exercifed by ‘the Speaker, was. derived
from us, according to the well knewn
maximy  Qui facit per alium, facit per se.

But, we are told that the admiflion
would: interfere with the accomnmodation
of the: tour Sccretaries and the foreign
minifterss - Suppofe it -thould,. faid Nr.
Nicholfon. I afk whethier the convenicnce
and the intereft of the people of the Unit-,
ed States arc to be proftrated Ly our
complailance to the Secrctaries and: fo-
reign agents'? It is our duty to- enable
the people to obtain “the belt informaticn
of what is doing here, that we can fupply.

crifice the  intersft of cur confiituents, to

a fenfe of politencls to thefe Gintlemen 74
It would be much better to fubnit to tha

inconvenience. exper'enced: by the Secre-

taries and the forcign ininifters, if there

is net room for them within the: bar, than

to vonceal from the people the knowledge -
they have a right to poffefs, Lee, theny

the foreign minifters, 1f there be fuch R
competition, retire hito the Gulleries.

He confidered the fubject as of High+im-

portance both to the countiy, and the

members themfelvés. They all ought to

defire their conduct to be vigidly infpected.
Gentlemen fay that the debates have

been heretofore imperfedtly taken. Wil

they remedy the evil by excluding the Ste-

nographers from places within the bar 2 1f,

heretofore, notwithRanding the favoura-

blenefs of their pofitiony when ftillnefs angd

filence: reigned, .they have been unable

to take the debates with precifiony can itbe

moft of the ‘members,  furrounded by a -
crowd in perpetual motion, they will be ‘a-"
ble more fuccelsfully toaccomplifh their ob-
jedt b Sivy faid My Nicholfon, the ex-
peciation ds abfurd, It cannot be done. -
Lhave placed myfelf without the bar, and
1 declare irimpetiible to hear cotredtly. If,

from their ufual places, you had infinitely
better turn them cut of  the houfe altoge~
Chemy F LSRR P A ny TSR 2

As to the convenience . of the ‘palleries

upon its

copftant palage of perfons; and the fre-
quent crowd it would contain, it was im- -
poflible to hear there withany diftin@nefs.
With refpect to the remarks ‘made by the

oint, he thought them altogetherina
ite.” The gallery was »M}tbﬁ&m&émy :
sy a?d if itwere a bad place for Learingy
t arofe

.2 8
L“So 1

with decorum,

Mi. Otis afked whether they

in fi& be otficers of the houfes | ;Elmooﬁ):
difference between them and the wother offi-
cers would be that one would be paid,
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while the othiers would not.. AR
| Mr. Ods faid that, in his opinion, the|
moft inconvenient pofition in the houfe had
been tuken . by the Stenegrapher. It was
near the clerk’s office, between wgsam&
the bar there was a perpetual.paflage of
the members. If an experiment were made
of a pofition .,lelxitlge othti{ ,,ﬁdtiac, ‘or ‘m‘&e
upper gallery, he was perfuaded it.would be
fopgxid gery c};nvgniémz.& “Are not, ffi&,Mr.
Otis, the gallerics conftructed for, the .ex-
prefs (rurpofe’.qf heaxing.? Are they. no
intended for the good people of. the United
States ? And if they can bear in themn, can-
not the flenographers alfo? =
Mr. Oris concluded by ftating the ex-

treme: inconvenience that would arife from

rence it would produce with the afligna-
tion of feats to the Secretaries of cur
Government and the foreign minifters, and
with declaring his opinion that it was mofi
expedient to adopt the report of the Com-

e

fubje@ was extremely delicate.. He would

ting the Stenographers within the bar;lalle
 Rauld oo | Nis

-ﬁlﬁ@l&éroom;f - The chamber they vecupied =

~ The-perfonal incon
n exift.

He: thoua‘ht : thm was -
was fimilar to that in

-Philadelphia 3 and
the politions defired by it

the Stenographers -

l‘vere.jfthﬁybiy; the fame. as thofe in’ Philae |
delphiz—DBy advancing the clerk’s table. -~ =
every. dificulty would be' re- -

three feet,
piowed. . & |
" Mr, Ryt Epe R fajd that the mcmbersw
Who had preceded him, had talked much

correct information of the tranfadtions of.
that houfe. e believed there was not
4 fingle. member, who did. not=wifh=to

uld receive, and who did not highly prize
the means of information fyrnifled by the.
proceedings of that hetife, On this -paint.

rous of. excluding  the- Stencgraphers, or

admitting the Stenograph:rs, the i_n-tgff:-ﬁrohijhi;ing’ the publication of debates. i he,

whether they fhould perfevere in the ol

plan 5 whether they fhould confide in the,
tlat,cgi;tj' av! the talents of ‘the Speuker,
who had hitherto merited their confidence,:

mittee. '

’

V-:
e e

or  whether divelting him ;of -his: -

Shall we ab/ndon curs dutyy fhall we f{a-

cxpadted that, driven to a diftance from

theny you are determined to exclude them

for hearing, Mr. Nicholfon was not able '
from a.trial made by Hmnfelf to decide
i ~ But he had heard but one uni~
Yorm opinion, which was that owing to the -

gentleman from  Maflachufetts, on this -

' not from any faultto be aferibed to 7
lifcharg, A#‘fhaftawe\dkl,. was to open our doors
a.ﬁ’!m‘f*""‘m all citizéns, who condudted: themfelves

{

e

5

B

o

™y

{impart to the people all the knowledge they

only: queftion really before the houfe was, -

pow=

Py’ >

PR

o

: i
there.was no divifions xNo. one was: defi- | -

e opininion of Me.

[about the neceffity. of iving ‘the people ¢ 5_'_,“.: ‘
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