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Statement of fucts attending the application
of the Editor for. p:rm_ission to occupy a
position within the bar of the House of
Representatives, that he might be enabled
to report with fidelity their procecdings
and debates.

On the firlt day of the fitting of Gongrefs,
as well as the Editor recollegts, he dpoke
to the Speaker of the Houfe of  Reprefen-
tatives, and ftated ‘that, having been in-
* formed that it was ufual to obtain his per-
miffion to take the debates, the Editor then
did himfelf the pleafure of making a requeft

to that effect.

The Speaker replied that it was ufual,
and that the permiffion would be cheerfully
granted as a matter of courfe.

" At this period a member came up ta the
FEditor, and afked him how he intended
o publifh the debates, and whether he de-
figned publithing them at full length. Be-
fore the Editor had time to anfier the quef
tion the Speaker {aid, addrefling himfelf to
the Editor “ You had better not.  When
the {peeches are fo long nobody reads
them.” The Editor replied that he had
not preferibed to himfelf any fettled plan,
but that he certainly fhould give all impor-
tant debates in detail ; it wasprobable that
he fhould abridge thofe that were not inter-
efting.

t the time it was underftood by the Edi-
tor, though not expreffed in t=rms, that
permiffion was given by the words of the
Speaker, to take the debatesin the manner,
in which they had heretofore been taken,
and with the advantages of place which had
previouily been allowed, g

The Editor does not recolledty ard he is
perfuaded that. if it bad occurred he
would recolle® it, that the Speaker made
any r.mark whatever refpedling any previ-|
ous application made to liim.

Asan evidence of the conviction of the
Editor that permiffion was granted to take
the debates in the cultomary way, he need
only mention, in addition to what is alrea-
dy ftated, that he immediately had made
defk of fuch a fize as to produce the leaft pof-
fible inteiference with tlie convegience o
the members. %

The next morning the defk was taken to]
the capitol.  Previoufly to placing it with-
in the bar, the ¥ditor again fpoke to the
Speaker, confidering i't;fe?pe&fql to confult
Aim refpe@ing the beit place for it. :

It was then that thé Speaker declared his
fear that the accommodationrequefted could
not be granted, faid that he had been ap-
plied to by feveral other perfons; and ftated
thearea to be fo {mall as not to jultify the
admiflion. - S

7 Phe Editor affured the Speaker that he
A1t no defire to incommode the members of]

‘the Houfe ; that his opinion was that & pofi-
tion within the bar at the windows would
‘not ‘have fuch an effe@; for thatas there were
four windows, in each of which thers was a
fpace that retired within the line of the wall
far enough to admit a defk on each fide.

whereby eight perfons might be accommo-
dated, it was evident that no obftacle to

thefight or paffage of the members would
be created bythe ftenographers.

The Speaker did not repel this fuggeftion
by the c%m(ﬁqn of any otheridea than the
one already affigned by him, but faid
that he had been applied to by a number
of individuals, that it was probable more
meant to apply ; if one was admitted, all
moft‘be admitted, and it was utterly im-
poflible to adimit the whole. !

The Editor replied that he could not an-
{wer for the aQions of others.  But that
bis own opinion was that there would not be
more than two, if fo wany, ftevographers
that would ftatedly attend. He furtherin-
formed the Speaker, ‘that Mr. Stewart, to
whofe application he had alluded, had tolé
him that he did not mean to publifh the
debates in detail, but intended to condenf=
them,

The Speaker, without yielding to the ideas

ed a large portion of the members of the

little, if any, inconvenience could be ex-
perienced by the admiffion of the ftenogra-

tical fricndﬂiipwith the Speaker,engaged to

not entertaining a doubt of {fucceeding in

from an earncft felicitude to gain admifiion
w

destraying the pIcN17r and ORDER of the
o

pared. But before it was prefented, the
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the impoflibility of udmitt_ing the ftenogra-
phers within the bar, and ftated his opini-
on that they might hear very well withiout
the bars « The Editorreplied unequivocally
that, in his opinion, they could not.

The manner of the Speaker impreffed the
Editor with a bope that his decifion was
not conclufive, as he faid fomething in re-
terence to his fpeaking to the members, and
expreffed a defire that the Editor would try
whether he could fucceed in hearing outfide
of the bar,

Under this impreflion he waved, for fe-
veral days, any further converfation with
the Speaker. In the mean time Lie confult-

houfe, indifcriminately without reference
to political opinion, Of thofe he tonfult-
ed, there was not one that did not exprefs
a perfect coincidence with the Editor that
phers ; and moft of thole, on terms of poli-

{peak to him in favor of the application,

the accomplifhment of the object,
The Editor made ufe of ‘thefe means,

ithin the bar, without being obliged to re-
fort to the unpleafant expedient of memo-

rializing the houfe, and from a fincere de-|
fire toananifeft the bigheft refpect for the

Speaker.

The means, made wle of, proved inef-
fectual. For op a perfonal application to
the Speaker, the Editer was informed by
him that on the moft deltherate confidera-
tion of the requelt, it could not be granted ;
that it was impossible to grant 1t without

howsey, and the coNVENIENCE of the mei-
ers.
The memorial offered was forthwith pre-

Editor again addrcfled the Speaker, and in-
formed him that, guided by a fenfe of duty,
he meant to regueit from the hopfe that perd
miflion which he had refufed 5 but il de-|
firous of evincing his refpeét for the Spead
Ker, he willied to know from him in what|
way it would Dbe belt to prefent the memod
rial ; ftating that if not abjected to by himy
it would be prefented through him to the
houfe. The Speaker faid that would be
improper, and remarked that the ufual way
of prefenting ‘memorials was through a
member.  The mewmorial was accordingly

fo prefented.
*

Thefe fa@s are thus minutely flated by
the Editor, under a conviftion that the {ub-
ject s, not only interefting to him perfonal-
ly. confidered, but likewife deeply intereft-

tutes.

f?iuv they are to obtain that corre@ infor-
mationy whicr it would have been his ef-
fort to give, and whicl he thinks it is their
right te receive; from reporters occupying
their prefent pofitions, he does not know.
He has aftirmed, and he {till folemnly”
affirms, that he i¢ unable to hear a large]
portion of the remarksmade by many mem-
bers.. Even the words of the Speaker and|
clerk, generally deliberately uttered, are of4
ten unintelligibles  On_the floor of the
houfe, there is not a pofition without the
bar better than the one he at prefent
occupies 3 and as to the upper gallery no
man who has been there during a debate
will - deny that it is altogether unfit]
for a ftenographer, owing fo the con-
{tant paflage of individuals and the unceaf-
insrnoi €. s i Vi
he Editor has been complimented by
the afcription to him of pride, as the nvo-
tive of his condué. - How juft this afcrip-

decide, who has perufed the toregoingtates
ment. It w?l?mimnﬁrate that%he'%ii;or,
fo far from courting a collifion with the
Speaker, did every thing in his power,
which reiterated language and a&s of ref-
pedt could effet, to conciliate his good
will. LB e I
The Editor of the National Intelligens
cer has, {ince the commenceent of the
leflion, reported the debates withthe great-
+ft fidelity and impurtiality that circum-

tion is, in the fenfe conveyed, let any man|
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his wifhes. Still he has dowe his beft. This
he will continue todo, fo long as he is im-
prefled by thofe eonviétions of duty which
he at prefent cherithes.. While he conti-
nues to conduct a print at the feat of go-
vernment, defigned to diffufe correct poli-
tical ftatements, it fhall not be faid that the
centinels of the public liberty are inatten-
tive to the official condu& or fentiments
of thofe who are its conftituted guardians.
Whatever, therefore, may be the inconve-
niencesexperienced or the obftacles prefent-
ed, he will perfevere in the faithful dif-
charge of his profefiional duties, refolved,
though furrounded with ynfavorablecircum-
fances, not to violate his truft. \
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' The Houfe went into a committee of the
whole, Mr. Edmond in the ¢hair, on the
Bill for erectinga Mausoléum to the meémo-
ty of GEORGE WaASuINGYON,
Mr. ALsToN was in hopes when he firfl
made the motion now under confideration,
thata queftion would hiave been taken upon
the amendment without debate ; but as his
wifh upon that fubject had not been com-

houfe the realons which a&tuated him.

He faid that he by no means wifhed to
detrad any thing from the merit of that
iluftrious character, wholememory we were,
now about to perpetuate ; that it was his
with that his character'might be handed to
the latefl pofterity unimpaired, and that he
really thought the amendment equally cal-
culated to effed that delirable purpofe, with
the bill; that the difference quexpcncc was
2 matter of importance to the people of this
country ; that the expence of a maufole-
um, from the beft information he had heen
able to colleét, would amount to at leafl
150 or 200,000 dollars; that a monument,
fuch as was contemplated by the amen(H
ment, would not coft more than one rent

by the bill as it now flood. Indeed he be-
lieved thag the bare expence of interring
the: remains of general ‘Wafhington in a
maufoleum would coft as muchas the pro-

|pofed ironument.

Mr. Alfton faid he confidered congrefs
pledged as far the refolutions of the laft
feflion went ; that the gentlesman from
Maflachufetts (Mr. Otis) who was up a few
days age upon this fuhject bad requefted|
information ; in anfwer to which he had on-
ly to obferve that if that gentleman wa_ul(ﬂ
have given himfelf the trouble to have
examined the proceedings of the laft
feflion of Congrefs he would have been
better informed than he appeared to be ;
thata committee, equally refpectable with,
that which had reported the bill at the pre
feot time, had then fully inveftigated the
fubject, and had made a report, lghu:,h wa
to be found upon the journals of the Tafi

ment fuch as was contemplated by the pro
pofed amendment, and that the requeft
made by the Prefident of the United States
to Mrs. Wafhington in conformity to the
repart of that committee, was for a monu-|
ment; to which requeft fhe had confented ;
he therefare; con }lmd Congrefs as pledg-
ed thus farand no farther; that a motion
was made in this houfe to change the monu
ment to a maufoleum; that the recent
death of general Wafhington at that time
prchritcg any ‘perfon from oppofing any,
meafure which wasoffered, et the expence
be what it would ; but that the time which
had elapfed fince, had enabled the public
mind the better to judge. N e

The gentleman [from Virginiy, (Mri|
Lee) and the gentleman from Conneéticut

(Mr. .Grifvo,lf)v had dwelt a great deal up!
on the fubject of public gratitude. . It wis
by no means his with or intention to leffen
that fentiment, but he faid that he could not
give his confent to anexpenfive meafure like

of the Editor, repeated  his conviétion of]

ftances would admit, is fitwaticn basbheen

plied withy he held it his duty to give to the|

as much asa maufoleum, as contemphgcc}a
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unpropitious to the full accomplifthment of[fure far lefs expenfive, in his opinion, would

anfwer every purpofe as wells

Mr. Alifton was folowed by Mr.
Huerr, who alvocated: the ereétion of
a Maufoleum.

Mgr. Swrvie replied.  He tonfidered
the ere@ion of a Maufoleum as producs
tive of unneceffary expence, ‘as a monu«
ment would anfwer every rational purpofe
contemplated in the bill.

General LiE next fpoke at fome length
in favor of a maufoleum, and read aletter
received from Mr. King, our ambaflador at
London, ecclofing a plan, prefented to hitm
by an emivent fareign  artift, for a maufo-
leum of one hundred and fifty feetbale and

the fame height; the expence of which was

eftimated at 170,000 dolarss

We fhall make no apology for the brief
notes taken of thefe {peechess  We could
not hear thems :

Mr. Cuamprin, after fome remarks,
the indiftinét hearing of which did ot ens
able us to determine on which fide of the
queftion he argued, moved that the com-
mittee rife, report progrefs, and afk leave
to fit again. Which motion being cars
ried without a divifion, the comimittee
rofe ; and on'the queftion to grant them
leave ‘to~fit again, only three members rofe
in the ‘affirmative.  Leave was; of cowrle,
denfed. >

My Casasrrin then moved the re-
commitment of ‘the bill to the fame com-
mittee that reported it, with the addition
of two members, which was  carried, and
Meflrs. Claiborne and Champlin appointed.
After Mr. CaaseLIn’s: motion for a

recommitment of the Bill to a felcét com

mittee was carried, ;
Mr. €CLarsorne faid, he had rifen to
move that the committee juft appointed be
nftruéted to enquire into the expediency
of carrying into efle@ a refolution paffed
by the old Congrefs, on the 7th of Auguft
1783, “ Direfting an equeltrian ftatue of
general Washington, to be ereéted at the
place where the refidence of Congrefs (hall
be eftablithed.” t
Mr. Claiborne faid, that on @ yuetlion
which could not fail to excite the feufibilis
ty of ewt ry American heart; it was a #ib-
ject of great regiet, that a divifion of fentis
ment fhowld " arde. © The llm‘:nlér;yY of our
departed patriot lives in the affe@ions of %
grateful country, and will triumph over
dme.  During a long life, fo ufefully and
honorably ei;yloyed, Wathington had rear-
red to himfelf a fabric of fame, the luftre
of which can neither be diminifhed or
heightened by any meafure  that we can
tehes  But, fir, from a refpect for out own,
as well as for the feelings of the nation; we
(hould endeavor to unite in the laft act of
attention, which we propofe to fliew this
venerable charadter.,

“Mr. Claiborne faid, that the propofition
for a Maufoloum was calculated to create
divifion. - The expence of fuch a mona-
ment would be immenfe, and would bé view -
ed by many, as a profufe and ufelefs expen-
diture of “the public money—He belicved

feffion of Congrels, recommending a monu-}.

fral Wealhin

that  the ftatue, 'moinmer_idtd‘bf the old
Congrefs, could be beuc;guﬁjﬁed “upon

principles of ~econcmy, and ‘woild meet

o with inore general fupports Hére My Claia

orne read from the joursials of the old Con-
grefs the following refclutions sam'
% Resolved, (unanimoutly, ten ftates being
prefent) That an equeftrian ftatue of gene-
al-V gton be ereéted ‘at the place
where the refidence of Cohgrefs hall be
eltagithed, 8 < Loy g2 Iefieds
¢ Resolved, That the ftatue be of bronze
The General 1o be reprefented in a Ro-
man drefs, holding a-truncheon in his right

[hand, and hishead encircled with-a laurel

wreath,  The flatve to be fupported by a
narble pedeftal, on which ‘are tobe repre-
fentedin baffo relievo, the following principal
vents of the wary in which general Wafi.-
ington” commanded in perfon, viz, The eva-
cuation of Boftonthe capture of the Het-
fians at T'renton—the buttle of Princeton
—the aétion of Mommouth—land the furs
render of York. On’the uppér. part of the
tront of the pedeftal, to be engraved as fol-
lows. © The U, States in Congvefs affemb.
ted, ordered tliis flatue to be ere@ted n the
year of our Lord 1783, in'honor of Georye
Wafhington, the illufteious commarder in

that contemplated in the billy vhen a mfekiJ

ohief of the arinies of the United 1, ates of



