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WepNEspAx, Dec. 17y 1800,

Mr. WaLy cbtained leave of abfence
for three weeks.

M. Stong alfo obtained leave of ab-
fence.

Mr. Varnus called up his refolution,
laid on the table on'the inftant, for
reducing the fecond regiment of artillery to
three battalions: it at prefent confifts of
fourba't lions.

Mr. Orisdeclared himfelf furprifed at
the refolution offered by his colleague, as
be had not known, any a@ palled in that
houfe with more unanimity, or which ap-
peared at the time or fince to be attended
with imore general fat sfaftion, than the
at on which the prefent eftablifiment ot
agtillery and engineers was founded, At
the time the 2%t wus paffed, the I}ody of
artillery anl envincers thereby raifed yras
confilered and declared to be part of the
germanent army ;- and_in this view it had
fince received the findtion of the houf:
in every form in' which it had been pre-
fented, )

To thevwe that-thiswas the cafe, it would
Ye onl r neceMary 50 exhibit a hiltory of the
eblithiment of this body of our military
fories

Prior 't the ‘year 1774, the corps. o
artillerifts and. engineers confifted of one
Natsalian,

Tn Moy 1794, in “a time of profound
prace, analt paffed increafing the eftablith-
sasitito aregiment, conlifting of four hat-
talioris. ke

In May 1796, an a& was paffed recog-|

mizing  and confirniinr the exiftence of the
regriment, previoudly directed to be raifed.
In April 1798, before Gongrefs contem-
plated the exiftnce of that emergency
which afterwrds.oecurred, before the pro-
vifional army was authorifed, or a naval
; equipment with a. view to actual hoftility
towithoa foreign power was begun, an adt
+ pafled dire@ing the raifling an additional re-
‘giment, to confilt of three battalions, and
this not merely for three years, as had been
hitherto ufuall bt for five years. ‘
On the 3d of Murch 1799, an a& pafled
for the better organization of the troops of
the United States, augmenting the num-
-“bersof the companies andregiments of in-
fantry and cavalry, and dire&ing' that the
fecond remiment of artillsry fhould conift
of four battalions inftead of three. The
provifions of this ac were fuch as manifeft-
ed'the detarmination of Congrefs that the
artillery! thus directed, and that only fhould
beraifed in any event.  Thus the augmen-
tation was not authorifed for the purpofe of
meeting the crifis or of conflituting a part
ofithe temdorary arrangements for defence.
butas a refource for infllruction and defeice
at all times and‘upon all occafions.

In the laft feflion of Conyrels two a&
were: palled which materially affected th:
- milithry eftablifiment.  One of which fufl:
pended all further recruiting in' reference
- tothe twelve regiments ; but was {ilent i
relpedt to the artillery.

The other for authorifing the Prefident
to difband the infantry and cavalry, but ex.
prefsly reftraining Lim frém diminifhing the
numbers - of the artillery—Was he not
therefore warranted in the affertion
that the prefent eftablithment of the twe
reciments of artillery and engineers “had
been authorifed with the greateft del bera-
tion, and fanétioned as a gwnrite mealure.
That it 'was intended to be cherithed 23 2
nurfery for thofe branches of military fci

created—But artillery and entineers wer
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{udden emergency ! While every other part|
of the military eftablifhment had experien-

the artillery bad hitherto remained exempt
from objection and difpute.
This being the cafe, was, it not incum-
bent on the gentleman, who had fubmitted
the refolution before the houfe, to point out
fome of thofe difcriminating circumftances
that recommended the adopticn of a
aealure at’ this tune which has been
hitherto deemed inexpedient ¥ Was it not
incumbent on him to fhew that he did not
intend the accomplifhment of this meafure
as a prelude to the entire annihilation of
the little gerin of an army that now re-
mains to this country.
For his part, Mr, Otis declared, he was
not ambitious of affuming either credit or
refponfibility that would arife from a refor-
mation that would leave the country defti-
tute of defence. He was willing that thofe
who fucceeded in the adminiftration of the
government fhould reap the honor and ad-
vantage of this reform.
Whether the foree at prefent autharifed
by law was more than adequate to the pro-
tedtion of our extended fea board, and our
no lefs extenfive frontiery would clearly ap-
vear. by a ftatement of the diftribution; of
it that is intended. when the regiments are
compleat. .
He had taken fome pains to inform him-
{elf of this fact and had prepared a docn-
ment to thew exclufive of cofficers com-
miffiened and non-comnmiflionedy the num-
bers that would be ftationed at the refpec-
tive p rts. Mr. Ous then went minutely|
into a ftatement of the numbers allowed to
every port and garrifon where the Artillery
are. to be employed, the. refults of which
were as. follows :

In Georgia and 8. Carolina 102
Virginia and Maryland 102

Pennfylvania 144

New-York, . 285

Connefticut: 48

Rhede Iflind 144
" Maflichufetts

192
83

o

Total 1536

On North Weflarn frontier
from Niagara to Mabile Bay.

(=2

And this number was to be, divided a-
mong nearly thirty difftrent garrifons.

Now, let any mari, acquainted with the
extent of our country, and who knew
how vulnerable it was in. many points,
forming aline in one. dire&ion of 1500
miles, and in the other dire®ion of more
than 2,000: let any man dezcide whether
‘uch an extended country could be ade-
jquately defended by a force le s than-2.000
‘n pumber? When the namerous harbors
to be defended, on the fea board, and the
qamber of forts on the weftern fronticr
requiring garrifons to proted them f{rom
the attacks of the Tndiars, were confidered,
could any reafonable man affirm that 2,000
artillerifis and engineers were too many ?
- Cannot we. fupport this eftablifhment ?
Are we too poor ? True ecopomy itfeif
would didtate a continuance of the force.—
Sor the militia, however ufeful in other
circumftances, could afford but little de
fence to our forts and: harhours without u
sorps of regular artillery to fupport and en-
courage their efforts, He put entirely out
of view all confiderations derived from the
four exifting regiments:of infantry. Thev
were entirely occupied in defending ou
veltern frontiers ﬁ‘-]om ndianr invafion.
Their {ervices were there required, as the
nilitia would not be kept' in readinefs t
repel fudden aggrefions, but at an. enor-
mous expenfe, S
We are.extremely young in the {eience
f engine-ring, = Flowever competent the
militia may be to the great puspofe of ul
timately defending the country, they are
ot in fuchia fituation asto bz enabled tc
wotet our forts and harbours on a fudden
invafion.  If the wilitia are incompetent
to_thiseend, we muftrely upon a fanding
Force” Infantty and cavalry might foon be

ot the growth of'a day. By difmiffing
~hefe, you deprive yourfelves of all the {

enee whiclrare moft difficult of acquifition

iid advantages to be decived fiom the milid
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which cannot be learnt or practifed upon ajtia, who in co-operation with a {mall re-

gular force of this defcription would be for-
midable, but who, unaided by them, woulc

feed a radical reform.  The organization of|be ineficient.

The refolution in queftion he alfo con-
fidered as quite premature. What change,
he enquired {ince the laft feflion, when
the maintenance of this battalion was re-
cognized as expedient, had occurred in
our foreign or domeftic relations ? A
convention it is faid is made with France.
But we are ignorant of its terms, its na-
ture, or extents It has not yet been ra-
tified, and when ratified, who will anlwer
for its due execution, or the confequences
which may enfue—It it reftores our friend-

ers? Do not circumftances exift that
render it highly prudent to-fecure and
ftrengthen our Weftern pofts 7 He was
perfuaded that if a powerful nation like

rate military force ; it would incur the
contempt of other nations. They would

a compenfution of injuries, or if they made
treaties, they -would violate them in the
full confidence of mmpunity.

But it was faid by the gentleman, tha

necelary.
But for what rea
it been delayed ?

this houfey a. project. for reducing the. twc

gineers, and a mulitary academy in whicl

While that report was pending before the

and inexpedient to recruit for this tourt)

ceded.

removed.  The former Seeretary of th.
war department had refligned, and fom:
time of courfe had been loft ; he know

dw—Another reafon, Mr. Otis: aledgec
was, that the attention of Government
had been princip.lly direted to organize
the temporary army. It being conceived
that the permanent eftabliiment migh:

Mr. Otis faid, that he was net one ol
“hofe who were difinayed at the crisis: i1,
the political affairs of the country, and
he trulted: there was ftill a majority in the
houfe, who unawed by 2 change of timés.
and unfhaken by the profpeét of f{eein
their meafures hereafter reverfed, would

naintaining the principles and’ meafures
o which the nation was indebted for its
lignity and profperity.
change, let thofe who facceed take upon
t was intended by this refolution, that he
‘hould have am opportunity to partake in
she glory and advantages of it, with al

lue acknowledgment he begged 4o declint
<he offer.

Jufive  credit of their meafures, they

Sle fphere he could affordi—But he had v

izath bed yenentance of a condué’ whicl

ly relations with France, may it not pro-|
duce a mifunderltanding with other pow-

the United States, wouid declare its ina-
bility or reluctance to fupport this mode-

hardly condefcend to treat with us fur

as this battalion had not yet been ruifed,
the inference was cbvious that it wasnot

fon had the raifing of}
It would be recollecied
that during the laft feflion of Congrefs,
the late Secretary. of war prefented to

regiments of artillery to three battalions
cach, andin lieu of the fourth battalions
to fubRitute a corps of artillerifis and eu-

they might be initiated into the princi-
pl s of thef. ufeful and neceffuy feiences.

legiflature, it would have been umproper

baitalion. Had the fubftitute been adopt-
ed, the meafure would have been fuper-
[ But the report of the Secretary [
though many parts of it were in his opi-
nion highly deferving of attention, was
not, accepted by Congrefs. Since that
period, the feat of Government had bein

however that fome of the officers had heen
appointed, and had realon to believe that
the corps would foon be verfedtly organiz-

nroceed more leifurely.  On the whole,

serfevere while they had the power in

I the adninif-
cration of the Government is deflined to

shemfelves the burden of reform ; and if

Let thofé, into whofe hands the fature
‘overnment might fall, realife the expeda-
“ions that have been raifed, let them per-
form all the engagements they have made,
1:t them preferve and angment the public
srofperity, and while thev enjoyed the ex-

hould on thofe conditions receive all the
“ipport and approbation which in his hum-

Aea of adopting meafures that would betray
vmptoms of repret and contrition for
he pafty and he hoped his friends would
lo :>thingthat fhould be conftrued into a

conftitutéd their glory and their pride—lte-
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tiring  himfelf from a fhort political ca-
reer, he had the confolation to refle&t that
his efforts had been direéted to the fupport
uf no meafure, which would not be a fource
of fatisfaction, if he were retiring from

the fphere of exiftence.  And he doubted
not that the other gentlemen had been ac-
tuated by the fame motives and would
uniteinthe evidence of their fober convic-
tion by voting againft the refolutions
Mr. VarNum obferved that his col-
league had not confined himfelf to a truc
ftatement of falts. It was well known that
the military force raifed in 1794 was for a
ftanding army, of which charader was the
firft regiment of artillery.  But when. the
{econd. regiment was raifed, the country
was in a ftate of alarm. We were told
war menaced us, and were terrified with the
idea of invalions  Still it was determined by
Congrefs that the regiment {hould confift of
no more thait three battalions. If then at
that period, when the danger was exagge-
rated by our fears, three battalions wete
uhou‘gé:: fufficient, can more be thought
neecflary now, when there is noalarm, no
danger of war orinvafion?
M. Varnum was of opinion that the
three battalions were fuflicient for every
ational purpofe to be accomplithed by ar-
tillery.  He did not mean to fiy that they
were equal to the defence of the country
i cafe of invafion. Fhe idea would be
childifh. In fuch a cafc our reliance muft
be upon the militia, upon: the great body of
the people themfelves.
- The geotleman, who had preceded him,
had dwelt on the unfavorable cendition of
the militia, and the little knowledge we
had yet acquired in rclation to artilierifis
and engineers. Vet that gentleman mult
know that in Mufluchuiztts.alone three were
eriy companies of artillerifts and engineers,
vell equipped and well difeiphuoed, ready,
..t & moment’s notice; to twh out in de-
t-nce of the laws of the United States, or
fthat {tate,  Other Rates were probably
AL w;:ll.mtov.ided. :
. The only cocafion. we had for thic defs
cris\tio’n of troops was to defend otir hiarbora
ud ports from any fudden attack.  For this
surpofe twenty-cight companies were fully
id.quate.  On'the occurrence of a great
dangery. we mult not look up to thefe men,
but to the peoples = Our true defence, cus
_reat and only defence confifted in the mr
iitia, He believed them to be in fuch a
Tite as to protet us fromr any danger.
M. Rurrepes was fupifed at the re
inarks of the gentieman from  Mafachu-
‘ottse,  He had ftated no. fa@s, he had re-
‘erred to' no documents; but had confined
Zimfelf to a declaration of his. bekief that
Jefour battalions of artillery are unhecefs
{ary,. and‘had concluded by pronouscing, as
he had frequently before done, a panepyric
upost the militias - He. thought ag hughly of
the militia as the gentleman did 5 and he
ielt more furrthem: - He did not défiie to
lrag them from the plough and the enjoy-
 nents of domeftic felicitys to carry thein to
the fea coaft, there to confine theni for 1 ong
periodsin forts, under tlie pretenice of a mi=
Irable. @conomys :
A comparative view of the relative ex-
seances of a ftanding force and the militia
vould convince the gentleman that the fut
er was by far the moft exhentives

Let him call to recolledtion the ftate of
wr fortifications at -the clofe of the revolu-
“onary war. Fort!fications then covered the
face of the country.: Butno fooner waspeace
eftored to s, than. the peopls believed &
would Iaft forever. Government received
the fame impulle; and fufiired the defence
f the country to fall into decay. = And
what were.the confoquences 2 we were now
called upen- to. repair theém« « This very
refilt would be produced By that pitiful f71-
rit of @concmy that the geatleman-witbes
0 revives gy
M. Rutledzre fpake not from docoments.
But what he faid was dertved from afluak
bfervation.. In travelling fiom the fouth-
ward he hnd feerion the fea coall harbors
and forts miferably garrifoned.
His fricnd fiom Maffachufetts had nat
Seen corre®t in his flatement. - The nume
hers he had aflirned ro d'{fevent places were
aotthofe a&tually there, but thofe contom.
nlated to be flationed, wlien the eftablith-

nent was complato.

\




