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THE BLACK HOLE
At Calci'itta.

The following affecting account of tlr
crueltiesexercifed by an Indian N tbob
on the gentjemen of thi facto-
ry at Calcutta, in 1756, is CXI
from the fecond \

of the Military tra of the Bri-
tifh nation in Indoftan, by Mr, Or,n\
hiftoriographer to the Eaft India com-
pany, jult publilhed, whichmay b<
bed to afpirit of retaliation ithe cruelties of the Eogtifh practifed on
the nations of the Eaft.
At five in the afternoon, the Nabob

entered the fort, accompaniedby hi
ral, Meer Jatiier, and moft of the officer*
<>t" his army. He immediately ordered
Omichuud and ICifiendafs to be brought
before him, and received them with civi-
lity ; and having bid fome officers
take poffeifion of the company's treafure,
he proceeded to the principal apai
of the factory, where he f.tt in ftate, and
received the compliments of his court and
attendants, in magnificent expreffions of
bis prowefs and good fortune. Soon after,
he Pent fo ? Mr. Holwell, to whom he ex
prcfTcd much tvfentment at the p:
tion of the Englifh in daring to defend
the fort, and much difatisfaction at tin
fmnllnefs of the fum found in the treafu-
rv, which did not exceed 50,000 rupe :;.
Mr. Holwell had two other conference*
with him on this fubjedt bt fore feven o'-
clock, whenthe Nabob difmiffed him with
repeated afTurances, on tb d' a fol-
dier, that he Ihould fuller no harm.

Mr. Holwell, returned to his unfortu-
nate companions, found them affeinbleci
and furrounded by a ftrong guard.
ral buildings on the north and fouth fide-
of the fort were already in fimr.es, which
approached with fo tbicl
thrr hand, that the priforiei
their enemies had caufed this conflagra-
tion, in order to fuffbeate them between
two fires. On each fide of the eaftern
gite of thefort extended a ran \u25a0\u25a0(\u25a0 of chain
bera,'adjoining to the curtain ; and
the chambers a varanda, or op
it was of arched mafonry, and intended
to fhelter the foldiers from the fun and
rain ; but being low, almofl totally ob-
frructed the chambers behind from the
light : and wbilft fome of
were lookinsrat other pari
for proper place:; to
during the night, the reft ord; red then.
to aflemble in ranks under tl
on the right hand of
they remained i fo Uttl
fufpicion of their impen ling fate, tha
they laughed amor \ ith Con-
jecturingwhat they thoiild next be order-
ed, to do. About c:; hi o'cl >ck thole wli
had been lent to examine the roon
ported that they found none fit lor th
purpofe. On which the principal
commanded the pr*if<
of the rooms which flood behind
along the varanda. It was the co
dun reon of the r>-rrifon, who
it the black hole. Many of the prif.mc
knowin \ the pi
upon which the officer ordered his n
cut down them that hcfit.itcd ; on Which
the prtfbners obeyed. But before ail weav

within, the room was fo thronged, tha'
the Lift entered with difficulty. Tin
immediately doled and locked thi

ing 146 perfons in a room not 20
ily two fmall windows

and t.hefe obfti the varanda.
It was the hottell feafon of the year

and the ni rht uncommonly Paltry, even a.
thi>; feafon. The exceilive preilure of

bodies agaiiaft one another, and t'u
intolerable heat which prevailed as. foo'
as the door was (hut, convinced the pr
foncrs that it was iinpoflible to live throne
the night in this horrible Confine
and violent attempts we

to fore? the door, but witlmn
f^r it opened inward ; on which manj

\u25a0 \u25a0 five a loofe
Mr. Howell, who had placed hi

at one of the windows,exhorted them I
remain compofed both in body and mm

\u25a0 the only means of fufviving the
, r; m »nfi a lhart ii

rval of quiet ; during which he applied
old Jemautdar, whobort fome marks

f humanity in his countenance, promif-
ng to give him a thoufand rupees in the
norning, if he would feparate the prifo-

ii o two chambers* The old man
o try ; but., returning in a few mi-. laid it was impolhble ; when Mr.

I him a larger furn?on
which he retired once more, and returned
with the fatal fentence that no relief could

?e&ed, becaiife the Nabob was aileep,
and no one dared to wake him.

In the mean time, every minute had
fed their fufferings. Thefirft effect

of theirconfinenienc was a proiufc and con-
tinued fv. at, which foon produced intole-
rable thirft, fucceeded by excruciating
pains in the bread, with difficultyof breath-

limit of fuffocation. Various
were tried to have more, room and

air?every one (tripped oft" his clothes ;
bat was put in motion?and theft;> relief, it was pro-
that they fh< uld allfit down on their

hams at the fame time, and, after remain-
ing a little while in this poftttre, rife to-
other. This fatal expedient was thrice

they had been confined
an hour; and every time feveral, n
to rear themfelves up again,fell, and
trampled to death by their companions.At-
tempts were again made to force thedoor;
which, failing as before, redoubled their
rage?but the thirft increafmg, nothing
but water ! water 1 became foon th
ncral cry. The good Jemnutdar immedi-

ordered fome fkiirs of water to be
ht to the ; but inftead oJ

his benevcli nee became a new caufe
if deftruction, for the fight of the
brew every one into inch execfuve

ti-Mis and ravinggj that unable tOTefiftthis
iolent impulfe of nature,nOne could wait

't be regularly ferved?but each, with the
?city, bat led againft thtfe who

were likclv to get it before him ; and in
th !'\u25a0 conflidls many were either pr< fied to
leith by the efforts of others, or fufFocat-
ed by their own.

Irene, instead of producing com-
>affi 'ii in the guards without, only excited
heir mirth; and they held up lig]
he bars, in order to have the diabolical

'"?it sf.u-'lion of feeing the deplorable con-
dtion of the fufferers within ; who find-

ing it irnpoffi: le to get any water while it
thus funpufly difputed,,at length fuf-

thofe who were neareft to the win-
?. it in their hats to thofe

behind them. It proved no relief to their
thirft, or other fufferings ; for the fever

moment with the encreaf-
ii \u25a0; depravity r>f the air in the dun
vhich hadb en fo often refpired, and was

at 'd with the hot and d< :;tereous ef-
of putrifying bodies, of which the

h was little lefs than mortal.
Before midnight all who were alive, and

lad not partak* n of th« air at the win-
-1 iws, were either in i lethargic flu
ion, or raging with delirium. Everykind
n mvi uttered, in

?voicing the guard to put an end to
.heir miferie-, by firing into the dun
and whilll fome were blafphe.ming tjir.ii
Creator with the frantic execrations ol: irnvnt in defp/jjr, heaven was implored
by others with w;H and incoherent pray-
ers' ; until the v hnutted by theft
ngital: It ngth lay do'
ahd expired on the bodies of tl eir de.id.oi

«ing f.ien
Thofe who ii

part of the diingeny, thi
water afforded no re H f, n effor

tin air, by endeavmn ing to fi
ble o\er the heads of thofe who flood hi

I hem and the wind- re tb
mod (Iren; tb of every one was employ-
I for two hours, either in maintainim
is own ground, or in i

\u25a0: of whit h other- were in |
>n. A.II ip tffion and af
i tion were Ip.fl, ahd no one would re.

i give way u,v the reliefi
ii T; fomei
o\ quiet ; but the firfl motion <nc renewed the ftruggle tin

nde.r which ever and an m Pome otte fun.? rife no more. \ t two o'cloi I n,<
?;?\u25a0 than about lift; ri mnined alive :

but even this number were too many to
partake of the faying air, the conteft for
which, and life continued until the morn,
long emplored,begun to break?Rnd, with
the hope of relief, gave the few furvivors
the view of the dead.

The furvivors then at the windows,
Gliding that their entreaties could not
prevail on the guard toopen the door, it
occured to Mr. Cooke, the fecr< tary of
the council, that Mr. Holwell if alive,
might have more influence to obtain thcii
relief; and two cf the companyunderta-
king the fearch, difcovered him, having
Hill foine figns of life?but when they
brought him towards the window, every
one refilled to quit the place, excepting
captain Mills, who, with rare p.enerolity
offered to rcfign his ; on which the reft
likewife agreed to make room. He had
fcarcely begun to recover his fer.fes, be--
fore an officer, feat by the iNabob, came
and enquired if the Englifh chief lurviv-
ed : and foon after the fame manreturned
with an ordei fo open the prii'on. The
dead were fo tin md the furvivors
had fo little illength rem
were craployed-for near half an hour in
removing the bodies which i y againft the
door, before they could clear :
go out one at a time; when, out of lie
who went in, no more than 23 cai
alive, th(^ ghall'-ieft forms that ever we.r.
teen. The Nabob's troops beheld them,
and the fmvock of deathfrom which theyhad

;', within difference, but did not pre-
vent them from removing to adiftance, who
were pbliged from the intolerable flench,
Co clear tha dungeon, wbilft others dug a
ditch en the outfide of the fort, into whith!
all the d*ad bodies were promifcuonfly
thrown.

t
LOIS

Certi ng the new S/.et ijps.
The lord mayor, feveral Aldermen, the

two Sheriff-, and the fete Sher ffs, with
the city oli' in ftate to Weftmin-
fterhall in the grand City Barge, with the
courts of aluil.ii." of (he Glothworki
Stationers Companies, in their ftate bar:;ej
up the Thame:;, and landed at Weftminfter.
About three, his lordfhip and the whole
proceffion came into tlie Exchetj-Uercoutt,
where they were received by "Baron
eres.?The lord mayor being paramount
ofthe fee, flood covered. The recordci
madehislong harangue in praife of the
late Sheriffs, and then proceeded to

n the high characters of the prefent
gentlemen. The Raron fhortly replied, that
his majefty could not objections
to the choice ofhis faithful citizens oi' I.on-
ion.

John Perring, ti"|, Clothworker, and
Thomas Cadell, efq. Stationer, wei
fworn into office. Thomai Fearing, efq,
,jfq. the feead under Sheriff" was alfo fworn.
Warrants ©f attorney wen I, and
then came the mirthful part of this ceremo-
ny, about which fo many thoufand fable:
hay* been propaqatcd ; the truth being
that the Sheriffs have not the mcfl d
'hare in the bufiiiefs.

Usher of the Caurt, " Senior Alderman
below the chair come forth., andperfonv.
at and fervice For a certain manor anc

.it, called the moor, in Com. Chef
"'\u25a0."?\klerman Newman
Mounted the table, < . 'n the Uiher pre-
\u25a0 nited liim with h bill-book himfelf hotdjnj
ibundle, b; , of v. hit
ith both hands : thefe the alderßiaii cut

n the middle with the hook.
Ren

: "
Usher, " Twelve."?A. " A verj

lumber.

the Ulher aflitted the Aldermen in count*
ing out fix large horfe nails.

Remembrancer?k * Hew many £re
there ?

Ushtr.?Six fhces and fifty-four nails ?'
A. " A very good number ;" and ac-cordingly they wereregiftered."
The ceremony being ended, the lord

mayor afked the baron to honor them with
his company to dinner at Clothworlctr's
Hall, which was polit< ly declined.

Then a . as delivered to th,
Mdennan, and another bundle cf ftieV.-

:>anner ; b
niiTeel ncl \u25a0_ ut one of hi

rain) Ci lemur AMeru,; n comi
forth, and perform ?'\u25a0'\u25a0 \u25a0'< <\u25a0''' for ;

certain tenement, c d with-
nit fide Tempi \u25a0? bar. in ? ii -iex."

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

BELFAST, October 10.
_On Sunday, relief was adminiftercd to

eight hundred and ninety feven poor peo-
ple at the public kitchen in Smitbtield,
when this ufefid inflitution was clofed for
the prefent. Since the commencement of
this charityon the 20th of December, I 79.?,
to sth of October 1 800, the fum of 15 471.
Us- lOd. 1-2 has been expended.

The twelve penny loaf this day is ir-
creafed 14 ounces, the affize being fourpounds one quarter, it will in all probabili-
ty exceed five pounds next week.

Application has, We hear, been made to
nnent, for permiffion to rename themalting of beer ahd barley, in confequence

of the happy fall in every dehorftination of
con..

We are en \u25a0 ite the following as
a fact, which has powerfully tended to low-
er the great price of flour in our market.

The feafonable fupply ofrce 2s. 2J. per
ftbne which the induftrious and neccffitoil's
ue favored with, through the unceafingbounty and benevolence < f marquis Corn-
w&His to fubilantially relieve the poor
Working claffcs of this metropolis, and

\u25a0\ hich we are warranted to ptiblifli, a-, ihalfofDublin, theordinary confumption of
flour, as appi weekly returns as
follow s ;

Ihe city of Dublin ufually c.rnf
bags of tl

cent confumptien of the rice above men-
tioned, is returned tobe about 2500bvg; a
week?in confequepeeof this cheap fupply
Itlicre las been a drawback to thatamount
to bring downtj of flour, whtchrt«ur moreover at marL t mi\ft iia\e felt a
more materiaidepreciation from the c
for it being monopo-
lifl finding it neceflary in his own defence

I, as the Counteracti,
muft ol ligc him I that ii c
dant product of'tht harv,fi wilt foon cytul**
a plenty offair prices fimicient to make
his ftock in liani a meatus of lofs, iLfk:.u of
ill gotten gains to him.

BELFAST. OSober 17.

Copy of a letter firm a Houfeof the firit
refpectability m th Com Trade, Idated l"2th Sep'trrber, to their $orrei-
pondents m viLiVuw.

" We Lave hvVi.srtci experienced fuchfavorable liarvett weather, as we have."eic'oni feen in this country; and, ixit-
witbftandin. .. ardnc f. of the cicpsof grain in fummer, ever, thing is now

fin fafety in this quarter. Wheat cannot
[bedeemedjin abundant crop in this fcrmn-!try, but we

\u25a0y for the moflpart Will prove tnucbbet-
ter and heavier than for feveral years paft ;

\ uftVian Fol-'ud ( fpi -cialiy, ate equally fi;.«s of quantity.?-d'ai ley . r,d o ?
'v where , \u<re» abundant,

in arcnetfel as to
aftoru '.cry fiatti
[itfti-aii

Iron, 1
more abundant , t\ n

Vv'itfc rej; .. ~-.
sdocivt

100 pisr I \u25a0' - cc;
_

i lude, it willbe entir. 'ly mo'!;fecl in t
f not '


