-~ The National Intelligencer,

A

N D

WASHINGTON ADVERTISER.

For. I, WASHINGTON CITY,

PRINTED B

O
L

AMUEL HARRISON SMITH, NEW-JERSEY AVENUL, NEAR THE CAPITOL. No. XXZII.

Frve DoLLS. PER ANN.

THE BLACK HOLE
At Galcutta.
R
The following afleting account of th:
cruelties exercifed by an Indian Nabob
on the gentlemen of the Englifh facto-
ry “at Calcutta, in 1756, is cxtradles
from the fecond valume of the' hiftory
of the Military tranfaétions of the Bii-
tifh nation in Indoftan, by Ms. Ori,
hiltoringrapher to the FEalt India com-
pany, jult publithed; which may. be aferi-
bed to a fpirit of retaliation exeited by
the cruelties of the Englifh practifed on
the nations of the Eaft,
i° At five in ths atternoen; ‘the Nabob
entered the forty accompanied by his gene-
ral, Meer Jafiicry and moft of the officers
of lis: army. He immediately ordered
Qumichund and Kifiendals to be brought
before him, and received them with civi-
lity ; and having bid fome officers go and
take poffeflion of the company's treafure,
he proceeded to the principal apartinent
of the faltoryy where he fat in ftate, and
received the compliments of his court and
attendants, in magnificent expreflions of]
his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after.
he fent fo: Mr. Holwelly to whom he ex-
prefled much refentment at the prefump-
tion of the Englith in daring to defend
the fort, and much difatistation at the
fmallnefs of the fum found in the treafo-
ry, which did not exceed 50,000 rupecs.
M, Holwell had two other confereficer
with him on this fubjeét before feven o
clack, when the Nabob difimiffed him with
repeated affurances, on the word of a fol-
dier, that he thould {uffir no harm.

Mr. Holwell, returned to his unfortu-
nate companions, found them affemblea
and fucrounded by a ftrong guards - Seve-
ral buildings on the north and fouth fides
of the fort were already in flames, which
aporoached with fo thick a {imoke on ei-
ther hand, that the prifoners 1magined
their enemies had caufed this conflagra.
tion, in order to fuflocate them between
two fires.  On each fide of the ealtery
rrate of the fort extended a range of cham-
heray adjoining to the curtain 5 and before
the chambers a varanda, or open-gailery |
it was of 'arched mafonry, and: intended
to fhelter the f{oldiers from the fun and
rain 3 bat being low, alinoft totally ob-
ftrufted the chambers  behind from the
liht : and whillt fome of - th~ guards
were lookingat other parts of the factory
for preper places: to confine the prifoners
during the nizhty the reft ordered them
to affemble in ranks under the varanda,
on the right hand of the gate way ; where|
they remained for forme time with folittlc
fufpicion of their impending fate, that
they langhed among themfelves with can-
jecturing what they fhould next be order-
ed to do.  About eight ¢'clock thofe wh-
had been fent to examine the rooms, rc-
ported that they found none fit for th
purpsfe.” On which the principal offices
commanded the prifoners to go in‘o on:
of the rooms which ftoad behind then
along the varandd, It was the commbn
dun reon of the geyrifon, who ufed ta call
it the black hole.  Many of the prifone
knowinz the place, bégan to expoliulate ;

_upon which the officer ordered his men’ s
cut down them that hefitated ; on which
the priféners obeyed.  But before all were
witlin, the room was fo thronged, that
the laft entered with difficulty. The guanl
immediately cloferd and locked the door,

- confining 146 perfons in a room not 20
feet fquare, with only two finall windows.
and thefe obftruéted by the varanda, =

It wag the hotteft fealon of the year.
and the mizhtunconimonly fultryy even at
this feafon.  The exceflive preflure of]
their bodies againft one another, and ti;
intolerable heat which prevailed as foor
as the door was fhut, convinged the pr
foners that it was impoflible to live throuy;!
the night in this hoerible. confinement
and violent attempts were  immediately
made to foree the door, but without efféd |
for it opened inward ;. on which mang,
began topive aloofe to rages

Mr. Howell, who had placed himfe!
at one of the windows, exhorted them t.
remain compofed both in body and mind:
#1 the only means of furviving the nigh'
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corval of quiet; during which he applied
o an old Jemautdar, who bore fome marks
f humanity in his countenance, promif-
ng to give him a thoufand rupees in the
norning, if he would feparate the prifo-
aers in o two chamberss - The old man
went to try ; buty returning in a few mi-
autes, faid it was impollible ; when Mr.
tlowell offered  him a larger fum——on
which he retived once more, and returned
with the fatal fentence that no relicf could
be expedted, becaunfe the Nabob was afleep,
and noone dared to wake him.

In the mean time, every minute had
increafed their fuffevings.  The firft effe&t
of their confinemenciwas a profufe and con-
tinued fweat, which foon produced intole-
rable thirft, fucceeded by excruciating
pains in the breaft, with dificulty of breath-
g, little fhort of fuffocation.. Various
means were tried to have more room and
air—cvery one {tripped off’ his clnthes ;
every hat was put in motion—and thefe
methods: affording -no relief, it was pro-
pofed that they fhould allfit down on their
hams at the fame time, and, after remain-
iy a little while in this pofture, rife to-
gethers  This fatal « expedient was thrice
vepeated befove they had been confined
an hour ; and every time feveral, unable
to rear themnfelves up again, fell, znd were
trampled to death by their companions, At-
tempts were again made to force the doors
whichy failing as before, redoubled their
rage—=but the thirft increaling, nothing
but water ! water | became: foon the ge-
neral cry. The good Jemautdar immedi-
ately ordered fome fkins of water to be
Srought.to the windows; but inftead of
relief his benevelence becanie a new caule
2f deftruction, for the figcht of the svater
hrew every one into fuch exceflive agiea-
tions and ravings, that unable to refift this
iolent impulfe of nature, none could wait
to be regulaly ferved——but each, with the
urmolt ferocityy bat led againft thefe who
were likely to get it before himy and in
thefe conflils snany were either prefied to
leath by the eflorts of others, or fuffocat-|
ed by their owite :

This {cene, inftead of producing com-
snflion in the guards without, only excited
their mirth 3 and they held up lights to
‘he bars, in order to' have the ,di:ﬁ)olical
O sfaltion of feeing the deplorable con-
lition of the fufferers within 3 who find-
ing it impofiizle to pet any water while it
wus thus furioufly difputed, at length {uf-
fered thole who were neareft to *he wins
iows, to convey it in their hats to thofe
behind them. It proved no relief to their
thirlt, or other fufferings ; for the fever
increafed every moment with the encreal-
ing depravity of the air in the dungeon,
which had buen fo often refpired, and was
faturated with the hot and de*stereous ef-
fdavia of putrifying bodies, of which the
Tench was little lefs than mortals

Before midnight all who were alive, and
dad not partaken oﬁw'the' air at the win-
lows, were either in a lethargic ftupefac-
ion, or raging with delivium, ~ Every kind
s invedtive and abufe was uttered, in hopes
of provoking the guard to put an end to
cheir miferies; by firing into the dungeon ;
and whillt {ome* were blaipheming - their
Creator with the frantic execraticns of
torment in defpair, heaven was implored
by others with 'wild and incoherent pray-
=rs 5 until the' weaker, exhaufted by thefc
agitations, at lengthJay ‘down quietly.
and expired on the bodies of thetr dead o
FgonianpFIendsr e aig s R e o
~ Thofe who 1l furtived in the inney
part of - the dungeny, thinking that the
water aforded no religfymade a laft effor?
to obtain.air, hy “endsavourina to feram.
ble gver the heads of thofe who ftead be-
sween them and the ‘windows 5 where the
drmaft ftrength of every one was employ:
*d for two hours, either in maintaining
is cawn grovady or in. endeavouring t-

Iane . AlL regards of compaffion and af
wétion were lofty and no ene would re
ede or give way for the relief of another.
aintnefs. fometimes, gave way to fhor

caufes of quict 5 but the firft motion off

me renewed - the ftrugele throvgh all
meler which ever and ansn fome one funk
o rife no more. - At two o'clock ne

aud his remonfances produced 2 fhort dp

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22nd, 1800.

“frers'—<Aldemman . Newman

st that of which” others were in poffefi}:

but even this number were teco many to
partake of the faving air, the contelt for
which, and life continued until the morn,
long emplored, began to breakeand, with
the hope of relief, gave the few furvivors
the view of the dead.

T'he farvivors then at the windows,
finding that their entreatics could not
preva:l on the guard toopen the doory it
occured to Mr.  Cooke, the. fecretury of
the council, that M. Holwell if . alive,
inight have more influence to obtain theli
relief; and two of the company underta-
king the fearchy difcovered him, having
ftill- fome figns of life—but when they
brought himi towards the window, every
one refufed to quit the place, excepting

oftered to yefign his; on which the reft
likewife agreed to make room. He had
fcarcely-begun to recover his fenfes, be
fore an officer, fent by the Naboby came
and enquired if the Englifh chief furviv-
ed ;. and foon after-the fame man returned
with an order to open the prifon. The
dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors
had-fo little firength rémaining, that they
were - cmployed for near half an  hour in
removing the bodies which luy.againlt the
door, hefore they could clear a paffage ta
7o out one at a time; when, outof 146
who wentin, no more than 28 came out
alive, the ghafllieft forms that ever were
feens © The Nabob’s troops beheid them,
andthe havock of death froim which they had
efcapedy within difference, but did not pre-|
vent-them {rom removing to adiflance, who
were obliged from the intal=rable ficnch,
to clear the dungeon, whilit others duy a
divch ¢n the outfide of the fort, into which
all the d=ad bodies were ‘promifcuonily
thrown. : : :
|k 510

Ludicrosuse

LONDON, Otober o

Ceresnany of sevearing the new Skeriffs.

The lord mayory {everal Aldermen, the
two Sherifls; and the late  Sher {ts, ‘with

fter hall in the grand City Barge, with the
courts of affiftants of the Clothworkers and
Stationers companies, in their flate barges
up the Thaies, and landed at Welminlier.
About three, his lordfhip  atid the whole
proceflion came into the Exchequer court,
where they were teceived by Baron Mazi-
erese—The lord mayor being paramount
of the feey ftood covereds  The recorde:
made his long haranzue in praife of. the
late Sheriffs, and then proceeded to expa
tiate on the high charadiers of the prefent
gentlemen. The Baron fhortly repliedy that
his majefty could not have any objections
to the choice of his faithful citizens of Lan-
don. R DY e =
John Perring, efq,' Clothworker, and
Thomas Cadell, efq. Stationer, were then
{worn into office. = Fhomas Pearing, ely,
“fg. the kead under Sheriff wasalfo fworn.
Warrants ef attorney were recorded, and
then came thie: mirthful part of this ceremo-
Ay, about which fo many  thoufand fables
have been ‘propagated ;- the truth being.
chat - the Sherifts have not the moft diftam
hare in“thesBufiiefs. o T
Usher of the Courty % Senicr Aldefman
below the chair'¢ome  forthy and perform
‘it and fevvice for' a certain manor ¢and
tenement, calléd the thoor, in Goms Chel:
accordingly
aounted: the table, vi o the Uther pre-
‘ented him with a bill-book him{e1f holdjng]
* bundle, by the two ends, of white rod:
with both hands ; thefe the alderman cut
‘n_the middle with the hook. e

Remembrancers “ How. .many = are

there 205y : S B o

Ushery & Twelve,'——Aa ¢ A very good
number. ' Rk

Then a hatchet was delivered to th
Alderman, and another bundle of ftick:
was-cut in like manner 3 but the Alderman
niffed his aim and cut one of Hisfingers.

Usher (aaain)- “lenjor Alderman comi
forth, and perform it and  sepuice for i
certain tenement, called the Ferged “vith.
out fide Temple-Bar, in Com. Middlefex,”

wore than.zbout fifty remained alive ;—

—A bag was ready upon the talle, and

captain Mills, who, with rare generolity|

the city officers went in ftate to Weftinin-} -

Paip In ADVANCE.

the Ufher aflifted the Aldermen in counts
ing out fix large horfe nails.

Remembrancer——** How many
there ?

Usher—Six thees and &fty-four nails

A% A very good number ;” and acs
cordingly they were regiftered.”

The ceremony being ended, the lord
mayor afked’ the baren to honor them with
his coinpany to dignsr at  Clothworker's
Hally which was politely declined.
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BELFAST, O&ober 10.
On Sunday, reliet was adminiftered to
¢ight huedred and rinety feven pocr pec-
ple at the public kitchen in Smitbfield,
when this ufeful inflitution was clofed for
the prefent, - Since the commencement of
this charity on the 20th of Decembery 1789,
o 5th of O&tober 1800, the fum of 15471,
13s. 10d. 1.2 has heen expended.
~ The twelve penny loaf this day is in-
creafed 14 ounces, the aflize beiny fout
pounds one quarter; it will in all probabili-
ty exceed five pounds next week.

~Application has, we hear, been made to
government, for permitiion to reiume the
malting of beer atid barleyy in confequence
of the Lappy fall in every denomination of
Cornie ; Z 7
Weare enabled toRate the fallowing as
a fadt, which has powerfully tended to Tow-
er the great price of flour i our market.
-~ The feafonable fupply of r ce 2s. i per
ftone which the induftrious and neceffitons
are favored: withy through thie unceafing
bounty and benevolence of marquis Corn-
wallis to ' fubflantiall: refieve - the poor

{working claffes of " this metropoliy, and

which we are warranted to publifh, averages
hiif of Dublin, the ordinary confumption of
flour; as appears by the weekly returns as
follows ; : ; 3

The city of Dullin ufvally confumed
3400 bags of four per week, and the  re-
ceént confumption of the rice above men-
tionedy is returned to be about 2500 bags a
week—in confequence of this chenp fupply
there has been a-drawback to that amount
to bring down the price of flour, * which
fleur moreover at market mult bave felta
more naterialdepreciation frem the demand
for it being lefs, ond the manopo-
iift finding it neceffary in his own defence
tofell, as the counteraction of fereftdlling,
muft oblige him ito argue that the abun-
dant produce of the harve & will foon caute
a plenty of fuir pricss {ufiicient to make
his flock in hand 2 meays of lofs,inflend of
ill gotten gains to him. kg

———

BELEXAST. G&ober A7,

Copy of a letter ficm a Houfe of the firit
‘relpe@ability it the Corn Trade, Elbiog

““dated 125 Septeirber, 1o their goxrel-
pondents. in i “‘{Jsgow. : e

| % We have hitlarto expefienced fuch
favorable ' ‘hiwvelt weather, as we have
feldom feen ‘in this country 3 and, pot-
withftanding the backwardnels of the crops
of ﬁrniﬂ in furtimer,: every thing s now
in fafety’ in this quarter. . Whedt cannct
be deemed un ebundant crop “in' this ¢oun-
try, but e have veaton toeiped the qali-
ty for the moft pavt will - prove much bet-
ter and heavier than fof feveral yearspaft ;

Jand accounts from Auftrian” Pelind efpe-

cialiy, ‘are equally favouralie ‘£ quilicy
as of quantity.e-Barley anid 0ats afe ‘eve-
ry'where | in thefe proviued, abundan:,
ind r‘if fuch good quulity in generct zs to
afford very flattering hopes of the exiftin.
veftraints on their cXportation beipg re-
woved very “fgon. Peale sre:alfo - mu
more abundant and of better qualicy 1 n
wias: expedid. 2 TWith regaid to Hhe fcw
nnipofts enwhest wiich anicunt 1o shout
100 “per-laft,” we' have “redfen to “con-
cludesiv: will be entivcly takéh o srgre. -
ly modhed in"85& courfe . the, Winter
“F ot foener, © :




