
WASHING TON CI Tl'.

MO ND Ar, Deczmbsk 22.

We this morning, at 3 e'ehek, pub'illi-
ei in a Supplement, the following impor*
**nt Otficial Document, which now appears
:n regular Couife, for thebenefit cf ourdif-

\u2666ant rab/feribers.
A mi'tritedCopy ofthe C'invention «:;ith

France having appeared, the Editor of the
ZlaTtohal Isri-LLfG^KCEK, withpcn.iis-ai'irn, publishes thefoliowi :g

OFFICIAL COP?.

CONVE N T I 6 X
BETWEEN THE

rstXCR RP,PVHtrc AKD firs
UKrTED STATES OF AMERICA.

The Premier Conful of the French Re-
public in the name of the people of
France, and the Prcfident of the United
State* of America, equally defirous to
terminate the differences which have
arifen between the two States, hive re-
fpectively appointrd their plenipotentiaries,
and given them full powers to treat upon
th-jfc differences and to terminate the
fame ; thnt is to fay, the Premier Confulof the French Republic, in the nam'' of
the people of France, has appo'nted for
th \u25a0 Plenipotentiaries of the laid republic,
?he Citizens Jofeph B maparte, ex-Ambaf-

at Rome and CounfeUbr of State ;
Ch tries Pierre Claret Fleurieu. memberof
*h : National Inftitute, and of the Board of
Longitude, of France, and Counfellor of

PrTi l -at of the Section of the Ma-
rine ; and Pierre Louis Rxderer, Member
cf th" National Inft'tute of France, and

f State, Pr.-fident of the Secti-
r: an I the Prefident of

the li of America, by and
with the advice and confent of the Senateof the faid ftates, has appointed for their, Chieffttttlceof the TJnited States, Wi'l'iam Ri-
chard! I lie Governorof th'
-f N.j-tb (:-i lina, and William Vans
Murray, M riifter refklent of the United

it the Hague ; who, after having
full powers, and after

hv1 rid! mature difcuflion of the refpective
in the following

ar.ti Ii i.
ARTICLE I.

The-" fhall be a ' dable, and
unlverfal peace, and a trite and fincerel

h "ween the E public
and the United States of America 5 and
between theirrefpective countries, territo-

l people, without ex-
ecs.

ARTICLE 11.
The Mlniften Plenipotentiary of the

\u2666wo parties notbeing ibfe to agree at pre-
{\u25a0 ht refpeeting the treatyri al'.imc rf 6th

try 1778, the treaty cf amity and;
romme'ree of the fame date, anil the con-:
vention of 14<h of November !788, norj
up'ui th*- indemnities mutuary due or
d limed ; the parties will negeciatefurther!

bjeits at a convenient time,and:
un'il they may have agreed ur?on thefel
points,, th* faid treaties and conventions]
fh-dl have no operation, and the relations!
of !he two countries fhall be regulated as
fellows.

ARTICLE TIT.
The public fhips which have been taken

>n one part and the other, or which may
b'Mk'-nbefore the exchangecf ratificati-
ons, fh til be reft >red.

ARTICLE. TV.
Pn^perty captured, and not yet defim-

t'.vcJy condemned, or which may be captur-
ed b.f re the exchange of ratifications (con-
ti m^m igo d i deftined to an enemy's port

\u25a01) fhall be mutually reftorcd on the
/olinwing proofs of ownerfhip : viz. The
proofon both files with refpect to merchant
fh'p;, whether armed or unarmed, fhall.

Spirt in the form following :
" 'fi allv)ho ahall '-er thesepresents,

G t v. et i Na :
'?'\u25a0 It is here')/ made known that leave

(Ron has been given to
raafier and commander of tho fhip

called of the town of
burthen tons,

er thereabout*, iying atprefent in the port.
andh.vTiof and bound
f? an 1 laden with

ii: r -'. ~t ais (hip has trtn vifited

\r.l beforefailing, he mall mike oath be-
fore the officers who have the juiifdiction
of maritimeaffairs, that the faid Ihip be-
longs to one or more of the f objects of

the act whereof ihall
be put at the end of thefeprefents, as like-
wife that he will keep, and caufe to be
kept by his crew on board, the marine or-
dinances and regulations, and enter in the
proper office ?* lift, lignedand witiicffed, con-
taining the names and furnames, the pla-
cesof birth & abodeof the crew of his liiip,
and of all who fhnil embark on board her ;
tfhottl he fiv.ll not take on board without
.he knowledge and permiiiion of the offi-
cers of the marine, and in every port or
haven where he fhall enter with his fhip,
he fhall (hew this prefent leave to the offi-
cers and judges of the marine, and lhallj
givea faithful account to them of what
pafTed and was done during his voyage;!
and he fhall carry the colours, arms and
enfigns of the French Republic or the Uni-
ted States during his voyage. In ivitnefs
vhereof we haVe figned thefe prefents, &-.
put the feal of our arms thereunto; and
raufed the fame to be counterfigned by

at the
dy cf anno Domini"

And this pafTport will be fufncient with-
out any other piper, any ordinanceto the
contrary notwithftanding : whichpafTport
(hall not be deemed requifite to have been
r :ucwed or recalled, whatever number of
voyages the faid fhip may have made,
unlefi fhe fhall have returned home with-
in the fp.ice of a year. Proof with re-
fpect to the cargofhall be certificates, con-
taining the feveral p rticul irs of the car-
ro, the place whence the fnip failed and
whither ftie is bound, fo that the forbid-
den and contraband goods may be diftin-
euifhed by the certificates; which certi-
ficates, fhall have been made out by the.
officers of the place whence the fhip fet
fail, in the aceuftomedform of the coun-
try. And if fuch pafTport or certificates,]
or both fhall have been deftroyed by acci-
dent, or taken away by force, their defi-
ciency may be fupplied by fuch otherproofs
of ownerfhip, as are adinillible by the
(general uf«ge of nations. Proof with rc-
fpect to other than merchant (hips, fhall
be the commiffion they bear.

This article fhall take effect from the
date of the fignature of the prefent con-
vention. And if, from the date of the
faid fignature, any property {hall b« con-
demned contrary to the intent of the faid
[convention, before the knowledge of this
ftipulation fhall be obtained; the property
fo condemned fhall without delay be re-
ftored or paid for.

ARTJCLE V.
The debts contracted by one of the two

nations with individuals of the other, or
thy the individuals of one with the indivi-
dud- cf the other, fhall be paid, or the
jpnyment may be profecuted in the fume
manner as if there had been no miiundcr-
ftanding between the two ftates. Bu
this claufe fhall not extend to indemnities
claimed on account of captures or con-
fiscations.

ARTICLE VI/
Commerce between the parties fhall bo

The vefiels of the two nations and
their privateers, as well as their prizes,

»c treated in the refpeetive ports a;-
thofe of the nation the moft favored ; and,
in general the two parties fhall enjoy in
the ports ofeach other, in regard to com-
merce and navigation, the privileges of
the meft favored nation.

ARTICLE VII.
The citizens and inhabitants of the

United States, fhall be at liberty to dif-
pofe by teftament, donation, or otherwife,
of their goods, moveable and immoveable,
holden in the territoiy of the French Re-
public, in Europe, and the citizensof the
French Republicfhall have thefame liber-
ty with regard to goods, moveable and im-
moveable holden in tho territory of the
United States, in favor of fuch perfons as
they fhall think proper. The citizens and
inhabitants of either of the two countries,
who fhall be heirs of goods, moveable or
immoveable, in the other, fhall be able to
fucceed ab intcttato, without being oblig-
ed to obtain letters of naturalization,and
without having the effect of this provi-
fion contefted or impeded, under any pre-
text whatever ; and the faid heirs, whither
fuch by particular title, or ab intestate
fhall be exempt from every duty whateve:
in both countries. It is agreed that this
trticle fhnll in no manner (.erogitc from
the laws which either ftate may now have
n force, or hereafter may enact, to pre-
sent emigration ; and alfo that in cafe the]
! iwi cf either of the two ftates mould re-
train ftrangers from the exer*dfe of the

rights of property with rrfpeft to real

efate fueii n;aJ efJats ry be fohs, c
wile difpofedof, to citizens, or ii

cant:-, of the country where it may b< an
die ether nation ihall be at liberty t<
enact iimibr laws.

ARTICLE VIII.
To favorcommerce on both fides, it is

agreed, that, in cafe a war fhould break
out between the two nations, which God,
forbid, the term of fix. months after the
declaration of war (h ill be allowed to the
merchant >, and other citizens and inhabi-
t/jntsrefpcctively on onefide and the other,
cinring which time they fhall be at liberty
to withdraw theinfelvcs with their effects
and moveables, which they fhall be at
liberty to carry, fend away or fell, as they
pleafe, without the leaftobftruction ; nor
fhall their effects, much lei's their perfons
Ibe feized, during fuch term of fix months ;
'on the contrary, paffports winch fhall be
valid for a time nccefTary for their return,
fhall be given to them for their vcfiels and
theeffects which they fhall be willing to
fend away, or carry with them ; and fuch
paffports fhall be a fafecondu& againft all
infults and prizes which privateers mayj
attempt againft their perfons and effects.
And if any thing be taken from them,or
any injury done to them or their effects
[by one of the parties, their citizens or
inhabitants, within the term above pre-
ferred, full fatisfa.dtion fhall be made to
them on that account.

ARTICLE IX.
Neither the debts duefrom individuals

of the one nation to individuals cf the
other, nar fhares, nor monies, which they
may have in public funds, or in the pub
lie or private banks, fhall ever, in am
event cf war or of national difference,
belequeftered orconfiscated.

ARTICLE X.
It fhall he free tor the two contracting

parties to appoint commercial agents for,
the proteftion of trade,to refide in France
and the United States. Either pa:ty may
except fuch pkce. as may be thought pro-
per, from the residents of thefe agents.]
Before any agent fhall exercife his func-l
tions, he Ihall be accepted in the ufual
forms by the party to whom he is lent ;
and when he {hall have been accepted and
furnifhed with his exequatur, he ihall en-
joy the rights and prerogatives of the fi-
niilar agents of the r.iott favored nations.

ARTICLE XL
The citizens of the French Republic

{hall pay in the ports, havens, roads, coun-
tries, iflands,cities and tn*nsof tlpe Uniteei
States, no other, or greater duties or im-
pofts, of what nature foevcr they maybe,
or by whatname foever called, tlun thofe
which the nations inott favored are, or
fhall be obliged to pay; and they fbal!
enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges,
immunities and exemptions in trade, na-
viea ion and commerce, whether in pafT-
ing from oneport in the faid flates to ano-
ther, or in going to and from the fame
from and to any part of the world, which
the faid nations do or fhall enjoy. And
the citizens of the United States fhall
reciprocally enjoy in the territories oj

che French Republic in Europe, the fame
privileges and immunities, as well for
their property and perfons, as far what
concerns trade, navigationand commerce.

ARTICLE XII.
It fhall be lawful for the citizens of

either country to fail with their fhips and
merchandize (contraband goods always
excepted) from any port whatever to any
port of the enemyof the other, and to fail
and trade with their fhips and merchan-
dize, with perfect fecurity and liberty,
from the countries, ports, and places of
thofe whoare enemiesof both, or of either
party, withoutany oppolition or ditturbance
whatfoever, and to pafs not only directly
from the places and ports of the enemy
aforementioned, to neutral ports and pla-
ces, but alfo from one place belonging to
an enemy, to another phec belonging to
an enemy, whether they be under the ju-
rifdiction of the fame power, or under fe-
deral ; vu'lefs fuch ports or placesfhall be
actually blockaded, befieged, or inverted.

An J whereas it frequently happens, that
ve.Tds fail for a port or place belongingto
vi enemy, withoutknowing that thefame
>'> either befieged, bleck?.ded, or inverted,
it is agreed that every veffel, fo circum-
lanced, may be turned away from fuch
)ort or place, but fhe fh-.l! not be detain-
ed, nor any part of her cargo, it not con-
traband, be confiscated, unlefs, after no-
ice of fuch blockade or invertment, fhe

ihall again attempt to enter : but fhe fhall
be permitted to go to any other port or
place fhe fhall think proper. Nor fhall
mv v<>flU ofeither, tha* may haveentered

;fuch p~r*. cf plac; before the feme w?«
iCtuaHy beiieged, blockaded, or mvetted

by the other, be reftrained from quitting
fuch place with her cargo, nor if found
.herein after the reduction and fur endcr
of fuch place, fhall fuch vefftl or her car-
go be liable to confifcation, but they fhali
oe rcftorcd to the owners thereof.

ARTICLE XIII.In order to regulate what fhall be deem-
ed contraband of war, there fhall be com-
juiiedunder that denomination gum-pow-
der, faltpetre, petards, match, ball, bombsr
;>: tirades,carcaffes, pikes, halberts, fwcrdi,
belts, pittols, holflers, cavalry faddles and
furniture, cannon, mortars, their carriages;
andbeds, aud generallyall kinds of arms,
ammunition of war, and inftnunents fit for
the ufe of troops : all the above article*,
whenever they are deftined to the port of
an enemy, are hereby declared to be con-
traband, and juft objects of confifcation :
but the veffel in which they are laden andthe refidue of the cargofhall be confideredfree, and not in any manner infected by
the prohibited goods, whether belonging
to the fume, or a different owner.

ARTICLE XIV.
Itis hereby ftipulated thatfree fhips fhall

give a fifcdom to goods, and that every
thing fhall be deemed to be free and ex*
empt which fhall be found on board thefhips belonging to the citizens of either ct
the contracting parties, although the wholelading, or any part thereof, fhould apper«
tain to the -enemies of cither, contrabandgoods being always excepted. It is aifoagreed, in like manner, that the fame liber-
tybeextendedto perfons whoareonboard afree fhip, with this effect, that although
theybe enemies to either party, they arc
not to be takenout of that free fhip, unlefsthey are foldiers and in actual fervice of
the enemy.

ARTICLE XV.
On the contrary, it is agreed, thatwh.V

everfhall be found to be ladenby the citfckens of eitherparty on any fhipbelonging
jto the enemies of the other, or their citi'-.
Zens, fhall be conCfcatcd without diftino-
tio'n of goods, contraband or not contra-band, in the fame manner as if it belong J
to the enemy, except fuch goodsand ruer.chandizes as were put on board fuch fhip
before the declaration of war, oreven afterfuch declaration, if Co be it were done
without knowledge of fuch declara-tion ; fo that the goods cf the citizensof either pirty, whether they b2 of
the nature of fech as are prohibited, oro-
therwife, which, as is aforefaid, were put
on board any fhip belonging to an enemybefore the war, or after the declaration of
the fame without theknowledge of it, fhall
no ways be liable to confifcation, but fhallwell and truly be reftored without delay to
theproprietors demanding thefame ; but fo
as that if the faid merchandizes be contra-band, it fhall not be any ways lawful to
carry them afterwards to any ports belong-
ing to the enemy.

The two contracting parties agree,v that
the term of two months beingpatted after
the declarationof war, their refpective ci-
tizens, from whatever part of the world
they come, fhall not plead the ignorance
mentioned in this article.

ARTICLE XVI.
The merchant fhips belonging to the ci-

tizens of either of the contracting parties,
which fhall be bound to a pert of the enemy
of one of the parties, and concerning wliofevoyage, and the articles of their cargo,
there fhall be juftgroundsof fufpicion, fiiall
be obliged to exhibit, as well upon the high
feas as in the ports or roads, not only theirpaffports, but likewife their certificate::,
(hewing that their goeds are not of thequality of thofe which are fpecifted to be
contraband in the thirtieth article of the
prefont convention.

ARTICLE XVII.
And that captures on light fufpicions may

be avoided and injuries thence anfing pre-
vented, it is agreed, that when one par-
ty fhall be engaged in war, and the otjier
party be neuter, the fhips of the neutral
party fhall be furnifhed with paffports fimi-jar to that defcribed in thefourth article,
that it may appear thereby that the fhip*
really belong to the citizensof theneutral
party ; they fhall be valid for any number
of voyages, but fhall be renewed even,- year,
that is, if the fhip happens to return home
in thefp..ce of a year. If the fhips are la-
den, they fhall be provided not only with the
paffports above mentioned, but alfo with?
certificates fiinilar to thofedefcribed ip the
fame article, fo that it may be known whe-
therthey carryany contrabandgoods. No
other paper lh:dl be required, any ufage < rordinance to th* contrary notwithftanding,


