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1783,

The anthors of thefe difierznt obferva-

the Fournal (:':" Medicing,
of- Fubruary - and *May,

journals of Flo-jtions, alinoft of the fame nature, remark.

that thole fubjected to fuch accidents were

{eph Batraglia, furgeon at Ponte Botiosifor the moft part advanced in years, remar-

which contains the following relation, as
curious as it by interefting to thole who apply
to the ftudy of philofophy.

Don G. Marta Bertholiy a prieft, refid-
ing at Mount Valere, in the diftriét of Li-|

vizzano, went to the fiir of Filetto, on!

account of fome bufinels he had to tranfa,
and afeer fpending the wholeday in going
about through the neighboring country, in
order toexecute commiliions, inthe wren
ing he walked towards Feniile, and jtop-
pad at the houfe of one of his brothers-in-
inw, who refided there.  No {ooner had he
arrived than hz defired to bz conducted to

fvis abartment, where he puta hankerchicf]

becween his fhoulders and his fhirt, and
when every body retired, he began to re-
peathis breviary., A, few minutes after,a
loud noife was heard m Mr. Bertholi’s
chamber, and his eries having alarmed the
family, they haftened to the fpot, where
thev: fonund him extended on the floor, and
furrounded by a faint flame, which retired
to.a greater diftance in proportion as it was
approached, and at length difappeared en-
tirelys + Havingiconveyed him to bed, fuch
affiftance as {cemed neceflary was given him,
Wexr morniny I was called, and after exa-
‘mining the patient carefully, Ifound that
the teguments of the rightarm were almoft
entircly detached from the flefh, and hang-
g loofe, aswell as the fkin of the lower
part of it. - In the fpace contained between
the fhoulders and the thigh, the teguments
were 2s much injured as thofe of the right
arm. The firfk thing, therefore, to be
done, was to take away thofe pieces of fkin,
and perceiving that a mertification was be-!
zun in that part of the right hand which
had received the greateft hurt, I fcarified
it without lofs of time ; but notwithftand-
ing thisprecaution, I found it next day as
1 had fufpected the preceding evening, en-
tirely {phacelous.  On my third vifit, all
the other wounded parts appeared to be in
the fame condition.  The patient complain-
‘ed of an ardent thirft, and was agitatated
with dreadful convulfions. He voided by
frool bilious putrid matter, and was diftref-
fed by a continual vomiting, accompanied
‘with a vialent feverand delirium. Atlength

the fourth day, ufter a comatofe {leep of}

two hours, heexpired.  During my laft vi-
fit, whilt he was funk in the compofed fleep

kably fat, and had: been much addifted to
the ufe of {pirituous liquors, either in their
drink, or anplied in fritions to the body ;
whence they bave concluded, that  thelg
veople had perithedby theirwhole {ubftance
fpantancoufly taking fire, the principal feat
of which had Leen the entrails of the epi-
galtric vifcera, and that the exeiting caule
was naturally found in the phlogifton of the
animal humors, called forth by that of the
[pirituous liquors combined with the latter.
Itis indeed known, and itis an intereft-
ing articlz in the doftrine of the ancient
philofophers, which modern phyfiologifts
have ahove all well elicidated, that the ma-
terial principle of animal heat is an internal
fire capable of acquiring, when excited
by feveral adventitious caufes, 2 certain
force and energy which produce a degree
of deflagration in the animal body, carried
fometimes even to incineration.
~ But the cafe of the unhappy Mr. Ber-
tholi, prefents particular circummftances
which diftinguilh it from the preceding ob-
fervations, and feem to refer to another
principle than that ofa {pontancous burning,
Indeed Mr. Bartaglia feems decidedly in-
clined to attribute this phenomenon to that
caufe, but to his opinion we may oppole
doubts founded upon the following confide-
rations : Firft, it isdemonftrated, that this
orieft, whofe age and conflitution we are
unacquainted with, experienced a ftrong
eledric fhock ; that he perceived at the
fame time a fpark of fire, hy which his thirt,
his drawers, and lis cap were entirely con-
fumed, without injuring his hair, his wrift-
bands, or the handkerchief placed between
his fhoulders and his fhirt 5 that a {phacelus
foon after appeared inhis right hand, which
had principally fuftained the fhock, and
that there was hefides a laceration of the
%kin of the whole arm, and the correfpond-

ed by a light flame, which vanifhed on the
approach of the people of the houfe.  But
thefe different marks indicate much lefs the
effects of a fire kindied internally, than the
deftruétive action of a flame coming from
a highly electric atmofghere ; though it is
too reafonable to think, that this igneous
natter, or phlogifton, which we have fup-

of which I have fpoken, I obferved withfpofed to be the principle of animal heat, en-

-aftonifhment, that putrefaétion had already
-made fo great progrefs, that his. body ex-
haled  an infupportable finell. T faw the
wori. 3 which iffued from it crawling on the

bed, and the nails of of his fingers drop of
themfelves 3 fo that I thought it nesdlefs to

attémpt any thing farther; whilft he was in
this deplorable conditions _.

Having taken care to get every poffible
mformation from the patient himfelf rel-

pecting what had happened to Lim, he told

e, that he had felt aftroke, as if fomebo-

dy had given him a blow over the right arm

- with alarge club, and that.at the fam:

time, he had feen a fpark of fire attach it-

" felf to his fhirt, whichin a moment was re-

' duced to afhes, though the fire did not in
“the leaft injure the wriftbands. The hank-
~erchief which he had placed upon his fhoul-
‘ders, between his fhirt and the fkin, was

perfeltly entire, without the lealt appear-
“atce of burning, his drawers were untouch-

ed, thongh 2 fingle hair of

his head was

"That this flame, under the form of ele-
mentary fire, burnt the fkin; reduced the
flirt to afhzs, and entirely confumed the
siight cap, without in the leaft touching
thie hair,is a fack which I affirm to be true;
belides every fpot that appeared on the
body of the deceafed, annonnced fevere
burning. The night was calm, and the
circumambient air very pure ; no bitume-
nous £nell could be perceived in the ¢ am-
her, nar was there the lealt trace of fire or
of fmoke. A lamp, however, which had
been full of oil ‘was found dry, and -the
wick almoft in athes.  We cannot reafon:
ably fuppofe this fatalaccident to have been
sccafiongd by any external caufe; and T
have no donbt, that if Maffei were full alive
hz would take advantage of ity to fupport
an opinion w 1 7he entertained, that liglt-

niny is fome im s kindled within the hu-

man body, and deltroys its
The above obfervations refpedting Mr.

"Bertholi, naturally bring to our remem-

brance the fitz of the unfortunate Countefs]
Cornz=lia Bandi, of - Verona, concerning
whom the Canon Bianchini has publifhied
the details colledted by Dr. Cromwel Mor-
timery, Fellow of the Royal Society ot Lon-
don, with fome fimilar faéts, to which we
may adl others more recent, fuch as the ob-

creafed by the electric fire of the atmofphere
and ftrengthened by the latter, concurred
in_part by its expanfion to produce thofe
effects which were obferved on thebo-
dy of the patient. In the fecond place, be-
fiddes the {peedy putrid degzeneration of the
folids and fluids, this diffolution of the vital
chain, which connets the particles one
with the other, or eftablifhies their cobeflion,
and which in the like cales fhews itfelf more
particularly on the tiffue: of the flefh,. was
obferved on Mr. Bertholi, 2sit has been
obferved on animals fubjeted to the elec-
tric {park, in a number of well known ex-
periments, and particularly in thofe  made
Ly the illuftrious Abbe Fontana.

Are there then fulminating atmofpheres,
or lighthing withont detenation, and noife,
as formidable in their effects as ordinary
thunder? And is this a fcourge of a new
kind, which man, already expofed to fo
many caufes of deftruétion, which furround
and attack himn, has alfo to dread ? This s
a prablem, the folution of which we muft
lzave to Dr. Franklin, that eminent philo~
fopher and politician, who drew from nature
the fecret of the thunder, and who, after|
exploring the interefts of mankind, as well
as the meteors of the air, was ons of the
grand conductors of the glory and liberty
of his country. -] g ;

As. the following phenonienion {éems to
be fomwhat fimilar to that above related, it
may  not ‘be improper to' fubjoinit here.
“ On the 21t of April, 1281, ‘the firft bat-
talion of the brigade of Savoy fet out from
Tortona, inorder togoto Arti, at a time
when the weather was exceffively hot. . On
the 22d, having made rather a forced march,
the foldiers fuffered a preat deal from
the ardor of . the f{un, fo that at the
village  of Serre, where they = halted,
one of them, named DBoquet, a man
twenty-five years of age, whofe fkin being
hard and thick, had net perfpired, fent

fome very extraordinary commotion, and in-
ftantly f#1l. down. Mr. Bianet, {urgeon
major to the regiment, being inftantly cal-
led, found the patient in convulfions,
When he was carried to the hofpital, the
upper part of his body to the thighs, ap-
peared to be withered and black, and in a
cangrenous ftates . Mr. Bianet employed

ing fide of the body, without the lealt ap-|
patent fymptoin of pain in the patient,}"
who was found after the accident furround-

forth a loud cry, which feemed to announce|

2

ad

i ible“to malke him fwallcw
and it was fouad neceffary t6 #bandon hine
to his difinal fate. | His body foon exhaicy
a putrid finell; und be died at the ¢nd of
ive hours, That bis diforder mipht not
be communicated to others, he was inter
red, together with his clothes. Upon en-
quiry atter his .death, it was found, that
this man was addiéted to the confiant ult
of fpirituous liquors, and that he bad even
drank of them to excefs during the march.
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CONVEYANCER’S OFFICE.
"TTHOMAS HERTY has opened an ofhice a few

yards from the Caritoc, on the New Jer
fey ~venue, where he will attend daily tili 3
o'clock during the fitting of Congreds, ‘and
in the al ernoon, at his office oppofite the Liv
yLe Hoter—Conveyances of land, wills, mort
gages, loales, affignments, copartnerfhip deeds and
difiolutions, marriage fettlements and feparations,
letters of licence and compolition, bills of fale o
veflels, flaves, and other chattels, bonds of con
veyance, and other bonds, powers of atrorney,
awards, manumiflions,  partitions, exchanges.
petitions, annwitics, post obits, feamen’s willsand
powers, and  all other inftruments in the
above line, are drawn according to the legal
import of the fame refpeétively, with the utmoft
punduality, accuracy, fecrecy, and difpatch, and
ou moderate terms.

Titles inveltigated,] and opinions giyen where
neceflury.

N. B. Herty's Abridgment of the laws of
Maryland, approved and {an&ioned by the
Autorney General and Legiflature of Maryland |
may be bhad at at the above office, piice Six
Dollars neatly bountl and Iettered 5 alfo Herty's
Di cft of the Laws of the United States, price
‘I hree Dollars, neatly boupd and lettered

December 5, 1800, twef,
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S Blioves
. ~
Kad, Kliot &' co.
AVE received by late arvivals, a general af-
forumient of Hard ware and Ironmongery,
which they offer for Sale at their Store oppofite
the Great Hotel,

They have aiso on hand
Madeira, o
Sherry ¢
Lifbon
Cognizc Brandy.
Jamaica Fpirits,
Holland Gin,

Loaf and Brown Sugar,
Teey Coffec, &e. &c.
Wabington, Dec 18.

Wines.

tf,

Notice is G
Notice 1s Given
THAT 1 fhall attend at the Eaftern
Branch Ferry on Menday, the 261h inft. for
the purpofe of renting the Fithing Landing.
If any perfon fhould want torent it, with
whom 1 am not acquainted, fecurity will
be required,
JOHN WALLACE, of Wm.
De-ember 22, 1800. /

Thom:s Carpenter,

TAYVLOR,

RATEFULLY acknowledges the numerous
favours conferied on him, and informs his
{riends aod the public that he has entered into
partnerfhip with CHARLES VARDEN, likewife
from Pliladelphia, on Capitol Hill, oppofite Mr.

RAN AWAY

FROM the Sublcriber on the 1cth inft. Negro

FIDEL1O, well known sbout the City, and
it is thought he is Lurking about Mrs. Young's
where he has a wife. 1 will give a generous re
ward for having him put in Jail, and One Doallar
for flogging him and bringing him home. Al
perfons are alfo forewarned {rom crediting any
petfon on my Account, without an order f{rom
under my hand, and alfo from Harbouting my
People, or permitting them to crofs the kerries
withont a line from,
JAMES R, DERMOTT,
, 1800, i |
Lhis day is Published and for Sale

$t. Elizabeth, Dec. 15

BT

RAPINE, CONRAD & Co.

Arrne WasuiNeToN Boox STory,

Corner of South B. Street and Neww Farsey
Avenuey near the Capitols

FEW remarks on Mr, Hamizron’s late
Latter, concerning the Public condvét and
charadier of the Prefident, price 2§ cents,

The Brccar Gint and her  Berela®ors 3
Vuls. by Mrs. Bennet author of Welih heirefs,
Juvenile indifcretions, Agnes De Courciy and
Ellen Countefs of Caftle Howell.  price 3 dollars,
neatly bound, : i ;

3
o RENL

A Commodious Two Story brick dwelling

houfe on fquare No. g01— 1 he lot is well
inclofed and hath every neceflary out houfe, and
is vary convenient for a fmall family—ic may be
entered on immediately, the terms made known
and the premifes fhown by applying to

' BENJAMIN MORE.

Wafhington, New Terfcy Avenue,

3t
CONRAD & M:MUNN

December 17, 1800.
HAVE cpened houfes of entertainment in the
range of buildings formerly oecupied by
Mr. Law, abour two hundred paces from the
Capitol, in New Jerley avenue. leadivg from
thence to the Eaftern firanch. They are fpaci-
ous and cuomvenicnt, one of which: is defigned
for flage pafleugers and travellers, the other for
the accommodation of boarders, There is fta-
bleage fufficient for 60 horfecs———They hope te
merit public patfonage, i
~City of Wafhington, Nov. 24, 1800.

]

NI OTICE is hereby givento all whom 1t may
concern, that two T'raés of land belong-
ing to Cuarirs Grannerr Jying in che County
of Pickering in the Miflifippi Territory, and
adjoining land belonging to Adam  Bingaman,
are attached by 8 Foreign attachntent at the fuit
of Jofeph Calvet for a debt of 2063 dellars 50
cents i ; : s
; JOSEPH CALVET.

Nov. 28, 1800.
BOARDING ano LODGING.
FIVE or Six gentlemen can be accommodated
'L with Genteel Board arnd Lodging, in a good
and comfortable Houfe, on New-Jerley Avenue,
at ‘Mr. Law’s former refidence. Allo  good]
Stabling wherein twenty horfes can be accommo-
datea by, "N g :
: ; S&NIUEL BOOTES.
Nov. 208 2o 7 S5t whe 2 et
To s RENTED,
OR a few months,a I'wo flory brick novee
1 with 4 rooms, together with, mahogany
chiaire, burean, fofa, beditcad, looking glafles &,
enquire of HENRY INGLE, New-Jerfey Avee
nue, capitol hiil. - Who has jult received a few
Coal Grates in addition his afortment of Hard_

ware
H

INGLE:

labove prepeny.

CARROL’s buildings, where, as well as in Penu-
fylvania Avenue, between the Prefidints Houfi:
and Gearge ‘Powi, fiom their long and extenfive
experience in Military, Nayal and Fancy dieffes,
andin Ladies babits &e. and from their haviar
procured the et of workmen and m:turinl:’,
the urmoft ‘tafte and pun@uality might be expec-
ted.

£F Two apprentices wanted.

Wafhington, Dic 212, >

20 Dollars Reward.

RAN away {rom the Swbicriber, living in Fre:
deric Qaunty; Yirgivia, a Mulatto by na-
med Tom, about twenty years of age, of aftors
dy make, about five foct nine inches high, he hzs
no particular mark. —tHe will endeavour to pats
or & free man.~~He has a mothery, a bleck wo-
man, fluve to Mr. rrederic Convad, living in the

if.

| Federg) City ; where it is conjeCtured he will hars

bour. ‘4 ke above reward will be paid on his being
broughe home, or Ten Dollary if procured in any

jail and intormation given to ,
AJLINDO,

Decembier,. 22. st

FORTY DOLLARS REWARD.
FOR Apprehending and fecering in any Goal,
fo-that the Subjctiber - gets him again, 4
Neoro Man named Nack, ran away fometime
in the month of O&lober, aged 1hirty years,
about five feer high, light complexien, wests his
hair queued, a well {et etruncky fellow. I have
caufe to believe he isin the City of Wafhington,
Itis unneceffury to deferibe his Clothing as he will
have it in Lis power to change them. Ll will give
Twenty  Dorrars if ten miles from home,
Tuzery Docrraws if twenty miles, and the
gbove rewardaf a greater diftance, :
 ZACHARIZH SOTHOROX.
Charles County acar ucdic Gétober &,Be€ a-

)jOHNf\IINCHIN,
- BOOT MAKER
Fros Parransreuta.

ESPECTFULLY acquaints his Frizxpe,
Cusrtomers, and the ronuic, that he has re-
moved his BOOT and SHOE MANUFAC-
TORY from near the Eallérn Brauch, to New
Jerfey Avenue, on the hi'll, near the Capitol,

where lie makes Gentlemen’s  Boots, Footees,
drefs and undrefs Shovson the fhorteft notice, in

the neateit manner, and of the befl materials.

D_cccmhcr 34 = e 3w,
10 JOURNEYMEN SHOEMAKERS.
| WANTED, a number of kJourneymrn
Shaemakers, to whem conflant emplayment
and’good wages'will be givens :

CITY OF WASHING1TON.

o TOR SALE, ‘
e Lot NoQy-an Spuare 1224
+ THE above is inferior to few lowin this city,
being but two. fqﬁnrﬂ welt of the Prefidem’s
Square, cemmanding an extenfive view of the
Potomue, it is 4 carmer lot, and fronts 155 feet
10 iiiches ‘on F. Sirect, and 59 fect and an half
inch on 20th Street.~~An indifputable title wilk
be given onrecaiving the amount of the por-
chafe moncy. Lot tains apply to the fubferi-
ber a few doors ealt of the fattle Hotel,
: ? JOHN KEARMEY.

N. B, T will alfo {ell Lot No 4;in Squure No.
491, fronting 55 feee 3 inches on, the Pesinfyl-
vania Avcoue, and cxiending back 150 fect 1o
an alley of 30 foet witie, with the advantage of o
15 feet alley along fide of ieg and Lot No. 2,
in Square No. 373, fienting 5% feet § inche s
en Nioth fireet, and runving back 1067 feet 2
iichics toa 30 feet alley, Welt India goods will
be taken in payment lora confidereble part of tise

. K

Loyl

‘ervations which Mr. Merille and Mr. Mu-{{carifications, but without effe&; it was

Dec. 8, xsop. ' <o

November 17, 28¢0. "



