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"Fhe refult of the votes of the Elettors
for a Prefident and Vice-Prefident have
been fo far afcertained as to vender it cer-
-tain that both Mr. Jefferfon and Mr. Bure
will. have a mazjority of all the votds, At
prefent, exchiding the ftates of Kentucky
and Tenneflee, they ftand thus:

For Thomas Jefferfon 65
Aaron Bure 66
John Adamns 65
C. G Pinckney 64

There is no doubt that Mr. Jefferfon will
obtain all the votes in Kentucky and Ten.
asffee, which will give him in the whole 73
votes ; and it feems mol} probable that Mr.
Burr will have the {ame number.

In this event, the choice of 'a Prefilen:
from the two will devolve upon the Houfe
of Reprefentatives.

The Conflitution Art. II. Se&. I di.
redts that
¢ The Prefident of the Senate fhall, in the
prefence of the S:nate and Houfe of Re-
prefentatives, open all the certificates, and
the votes fhall then be coumated. The
perfon having the preateft number of votes
faall be the Prefident, if fuch number be
a'majority of the whole number of eleGtors
appointed 3 and if there be more than one
who have fuch majority, and have an equal
number of votesy then the Hopfe of Repre-
fentatives fhall immediazzly choofe, by bal-
lot, one of them for Prefident; and if no
perfon  have a majority, then, froml the
five higheft on the Lift, the faid Moufe fhall.
in like-manner, choofe the Prefidents  Bui
in choofling the Prefident, the votes fhall
be taken by ftates, the reprefentation from
each ftate having one vote : a quorum for
this purpofe fhall confit of a member or
members from two thirds of the ftates, and
a ajority of all the ftates fhall be neceffary
toa choice. Inevery cale, after the choice
of the Prefident, the perfon having the
greateft number of vpres of the clelors,
fhall: be the Vige-Prefident. But if there
- fhould remain two or mere who have equal
votes, the Senatz fhall choofe from them
by ballot, the Viee-Prefident.” ’

And the act of Congra{s palled March
1, 1793, diréfts. - '
% That Gongrefls ihall be in fefion on

the fecond Wedaelday in February, one
- thouland feven: hundred and nincty-three,
and on the fecond Wednelday in February
. fucceeding every imecting of the elactors ;
aud the {aid certificates, or fo many of them
. ss fhall have been received, fhall then be
opened, the'votes counted, and the perfons
who {hall fill the oflices of Prefident and
Vice-Prefident afcertained and declared,
agreeably to-the conftitution.”

Erom thafe provifions of the conftitution

and the a& of Congrefs it refults that on
the fecond Wednefdayin February the votes
of the Electors are to be counted, and that
in cafe there be. two candidates poffelled
of the fame nmnber of votes, both having a
majority  of all the electoral votes, the
Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall ele&t one of]
them as Prefident. |, In this adt the houfe|
is to vote by flates, and the concurrence of|
a2 majority- of all the ftates, that is of nine
flates, is required to conflitute the Elce-
tion. | el )
If the voice of the peorle of America be
at all-regarded, Mr Jeflerfon will be pre-
ferred tor My, Burrj for it is a fa& not
queftioned by any-man, that the people and
legiflatures who chofe the eledtors, as well
a3 the ele@ors thenifelves, that voted for
Mr. Jefferfon ‘and Mr. Burr, without the|
leaft variance in opinion, voted either me.-
diately o diradtly for Mr. Jefforfon ag
Prelident; and for Mr. Burr as Vice-Preli-
dents  Their voting' for both - arofé, not
from any defire to place them on the fame
f:otingy but from the neceflity, arifing frowm
tue conftitutien, of voting for two perfons
idiferiminately, without avowing a prefers
euce for eithers o 3 .

15 our citizens are divided in  political
spinions ; and this divifion, not confined
to the calm and rational'expreffion of vary-
ing fentiments and honsft efforts to effect
certain defirable objects, ftrikes deep into
perfonal feeling, producing an attacliment
toone man, whichnochange of circumftances
can fhake, and a hatred of another which
no cecurrences can foften,

Hence we find fome men even in our
federal councils, if their profeflions be fin-
cese, difpofed to elevate Mr. Burr to the
prefidency to the depreflion or exclufion of
My, Jefterfon.

I can fearcely believe that a fingle mem-
her of the Houie of Reprelentatives fincere-
ly means, .in the contzmplated event, to
wive his vote in this way. My relped for
the official charaéter of a reprefentative of
the people, which ought to unite dignity
with wifdom, and conftantly to be imprei-
fed with the importance of confulting the
nublic wiflies, whenclearly exprefled, induce
me to rejett abelicf, which T cannot en-
tertaim, i‘:pt at the expence of his perfonal
honor and political integrity.

I hops thut the fuggeftionis merely the
playful ebullition of a fportive fancy, and
aot the effedt of deliberate defign, 2

Tha: fubject, however, is4o interelting
initfelf; and'maybe attended with confe-
quances {o very important, that, confider-
ing the . preference of Mr. Burr to Mr.
Jefferfon as barely pofiible, it becomes an
obje® well wor Ly of confideration, inaft
muchas there may be fome individuals.
who, amidf ‘the inbridled  paroxifms of]
party, are nat difpofed t5 go thofe gloamy
lengths which nothing but a defperate fpi-
rit can lsad to 3 men, who if informed of]
*he views thatpromnt, and the conflequentes
likely to follow fuch a ftey; would at onice
. #fufe an unworthy participation with thole
.vi(;:h whom they. have ufually co-opera-
ted. :

For thz illultration of the (ibjedt I will
in the first place aflignthe motives which
nay be prefumed to Ji&ate {uch a meafure 3
and in ths second place enumerate the effe s
likely to flow from it.

Ls It cannot be fuppoled, however un-
limited our candour, thata preference off
Mr. Burr canarife from any f{incere con-
viction-of the fuperiority either of his ta-
lants" or ‘virtues to thole of Mr, Jeffer-
fon.

Without drawing any invidious di&inc-
tion between the intelleGual and mora!
qualities of thefe two gentlemnen, which
truth conld not juftify, it may be aflirmed
that the private as well as public integrity
of Mr. Jefferfon are asuntarnithed asthofe
of My. Burr, while the (uperior age, and
the more extended fiell of political obfer-
vation and aftion of the former juftify an
entire_reliance in the general fentiment that
aferibes to Mr. Jefferfon the larger por-
tion of information and experience.

If'this be not the true motive, is it to
be difcovered, 2. In the belief that Mr.
Burr will move ¢ffsGually than Mr. Jef-
ferfon conciliats the varying views of all
deferiptions of men. . o .

- Thas belief prefuppofes two defcriptions
of men, republican and - federal. ~ Now,
the whole fucceffion c.: political vents thews
that Mr. {]eﬁ'crfon is preseminently the fa.
vourite of the formers His popularity
with them has remained wndiminithed from
thepariod when he penned ‘the declaration of]
independence to the prefent day ; and has
accompanied him throughrall the fucceffive
offices of dignity and ulefulnels which he
has intermediately filled. ‘

It weuld, then, be monfiroudy abfurd
to pretend that the rejection of Mr. Jeffer
fon from the Prefidency would tend to con-
ciliate the republicansof the United States,
whom the late ele@ion bas demonftrated to
be the major part of America. '

Can fuch a preferénce conciliate the fe-
deralifts ? I can difcern but two, ways in
whigh fuch an effe® canbe produced. Tn
the%r!‘: wiy. the effe@ would be  produced
by the confcious trinmph of the federalifte
over their opponents, which ingcality would
belaver the people themielves, by the fatis-
fadion they felt “in_rendering abortive 2
decided exprefiion of the pulﬁic will, and
by lofing all previous refentment in the joy
of ‘their {uceefs. ;.

But, unfortunatelyy our councils as wel!

But does not fugh 2 fuppofition atount

chdnge, Twill not fay the ftate of his mind.
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to a libel wpon the federalifts ?
not imply a to:al difregard to principle (for
the argument does not fuppole *that Mr.
Burr i5 lefs a republican than Mr. Jeifer-
fon) does it not extend ftill farther, and
confider the federalifts, not as tranfported
from the fober convitions of reafon by a
lively, however miftaken, enthufiafmi for
fome great man, but as carried from their
1'ct’tlef purpafe by a vindi&ive perfonal ha-
tred ?

The fecond way in which fuch an effe&
could be produced would be by the expec-
ted direliction by Mr. Burr of his repub-
lican fentiments 5 of thofe very fentiments
which had placed himin a fitnation that
cnabled his opponents to elevate him to un-
expected power. 1

If fuch an exps&ation is entertained, I
do not hefitate to affirm it no lefs vilionary
than immorals The ‘integrity and nice
fenfe of honor, which have been the inva-
riable attendants on Mr. Burr, are to thofe
who know him evidences, that require no
additional proof, of his immutable adher-
cnce to principle.

But, if fuch an expe@ation dees exift,
is it one that,  if realifed, would tend to
conciliate the great body of the federalifts?
Let it be granted that fome men of that
defeription have fo lively a regard for cer-
tain political ends, that they are totally in-
different as to the means, ean’it be believed
that this is the cafe with the mafs of thoft
that fupport them'? Would not fuch: an
immoral adt open the eyes of kheir confti-
tugnts, and pourtray in vivid colours the
dapravity "cf their reprefentatives? Could
a rational confidence be continucd to be
repbled in them ? "Would not every honeft

thof* who afed them ?—~Undoubtedly this
would be the cafe ; and fo far from produc-
ing conciliation, it would ftrengthen and)
extend divifion. i

If-then thelz nrotives cannot he afcribed
to the Jeaders ‘of the federal party, if'they
deferve, on the contrary, to be‘atiributed
only to men at once deprived oftheir reafon
and their virtae, where can we' flnd any
adequate motives, fiich as‘we can fuppole
rational men likely to feel, for fuch a pro-
cedure ? ,

3. There are but two remainina reafons,
which bear the leaft' femblancé of plaufibi-
lity’; the oneis a perfonal diflike to' Mr.
Jetferfon amounting to trenzy, which is
calenlated to precipitate its unfortunate vic-
tim by every ad& of defpair into greater em-
barraflinent. ~ If this motive aftuate any
man, I can difcern no “cure for it. “The
patient muft be confidered. as'difeafed be-
yond the power of moral remedy. For as|
the hatred entertained by him has arifen
without even a fhadow of caufe furnithed by
Mr. Jefferfon, it will - be impoffible to

but the ftate of his feclings by any train of
reafoning. ¥R : 3

Such an individual may derive fome anti-
cipatad gratification from the hope that a
preference of Mr. Burr would be a {ource of|
mortification to Mr. Jefferfon.  Bat the
hope would be delufive. It is not to rank or
power that Mr. Jefferfon owes either his re-
putation or bis happinefs.  The firft is fe-
cured by the fervices lie has rendered hi¢

vich in thy purity of its intentions, and
4 mind always engaged in the cultivation
and extendion of its powers.’ e
4. The genuine motive of fuch an adkyif
itbe defigned, is probably this: The repub-|

tederal party, hitherto the fole depofitarice
of power , muft egiiief way totheir rivals.
Though'compell

reguinit. The preateft obftacle,perfiaps that
coutd be oppofed to fuch a hope, would be
the elevation of Mr. Jefferfon to the Brefi-
dency. They know that there isnot aman
in America fo highly refpedted and fo af:
[ fectionately beloved by the péovles They
knew that no mén, from the fimplicity off
his maniners, the gennine republicatiifm off
his principles, the mildnefs of his difpofizion,

is to be found “among” us, mare  likely to

Does it!the pure principles of liberty andrpeace-

man of the party, however he might' bel
plealed with the end, defpife the means andf’

licuncs have trinmphed. “The people are'onf I it s ex
their fide. “While this'remains the cafe; thef h

for a time, their unceafing effort will be to!

and the univerfulphitanthropy of - Kis henrt

Parp In ApvANcE.

b e

Thefe traits of character prefent dreadful -
barriers either to fedu&tion or ‘eppofitions
Directed againft fuch a chiaruler, what can =
they do? They can only brightén his inte- -
grity, ftrengthen his firmnefs, and endear
hiin {1l more to the people. He, thenabove
all other men, is to be feared.  Letus then, .
they exclaim, at every hazard, keep him
from the Prefidency, This being refolved -
on, there remains but one alternative. Mz ®
Burr must be our man.  Perlaps through
inexperience he may take fome imprudent
ftep.  We will dart upon him; and the
dagger of political affailination {hall put an
end to his official exiftence. At all events
whateversis talents and- his virtue, we will:
call them follies and vicess  The people:
will be more likely to believe what we afs

with his talents, as with thofe of M. Jet
ferfon. Pl o TR
‘Short fighted peliey ! vifionary dream !
my next number, in exhibiting the confe-
quences of fuch an attempt, will' fhew that
even the profound ftatéfman becomesa child
in intelledt, when he abandens the paths of
truth. :
ARISTIDES.
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GONSIDEBATIONS. .

On the Governinent of the Teneizery of
Corvirprds P

Now }a v

© The repert of the committes of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives on this fubject
muft give alarm-and diftrefs to every perfon-
intercftedin the fate oi the city ofl Wafh-
gton'; and  the diftrict  of térvitory ip
whieh it is fituatcdd - This report does not
appear to reeet thefpiric of tlic conflitutian;
for is it caloutated: to fatisfy themind of
the general pelitician, or ‘the expedations
of thofe who are locally affefked. = 4

The member of the houte who took a

into public notice during the laft: feflion ;
who was then appointed on - the committee
to whom it was referred ; Wwhoie attention
was devoted to it during the recefs, ard
who was again appointed on the cemmittee
to whom it was referred ‘at this feflion ;
might have been expecied to. have digefted
{fomething more  confonant to the - public
vithes, After ail this labor and paradey what
hasbeen the refult? Aplansbywhich the Ter- -
titory of Columbia isto be, mued-b?;&two_
different fyftems of legiflation and juripru-
dence ; by which the feat of local govern-
ment for one half of it is to be on the Chela-
peake, and the other on James rivery by

|which its taxation, produive at prefent,

and incalculable in future, is to be diverted
from its own bofow, and placedat the dif-
pofal of firangers of different interefts'; by
which the metropolis of the United States
is to be an-cbloure villages in the orner
of Prince George's county, in. the Rate of
Maryland ; by which the adminiftration of
fultice for:its citizens is tranfaded arUpper

country, and the lalt is confirmed by aheart] Viarlborovgh and Annapoliss and its indui-
trious and time-{aving artizang are compel-

1ed to walte theirtime & f&ﬁm;igﬁying
asjjurorsy & attendingas witnefles, at places
moft refote from their relidence, apd dif-
ficult and expenfive-to travedtos . .2
&ed that m
; hefe circumttences, then it-isipro-
per to abandon ‘in “cur trapfadtions all
caleulatiotis ‘of “humen Joddem and fore-

to furrender ‘their powerffight; and to traft every thing to  fuperna-

sural agencys The Civy of Wiashington pot-
{effes: immenle advantages 5 -but ity ad-
véntages  are not great enough. to ficunih
underfo abfurd ah admnivifgation of govern- "
ments 7 ERET SR R A e

AW hat e (il wore fingularg the: Bl re-
vorted by the committes cortaing & provi-
fion notlonly for two, difereat, fylems of
governinent ~ine the ; foine: territoryy Lut
provides alfothat thofe twe fyltems  fhall be
differsnt ineachpart of: the Territory from

* o yaft of the fiate to which it is annexed.

(trengthen the attachment of theipacpls te

e At aures o Viveinia and Maryland

firm of him, not being fo well acqudinted’

Tead in this tranfaétion; and who.called. it

C,xgy could

‘



