-

every y2ar make {ome alterations in thei
laws ; but thefe alterations are not toaf-
fedt the parts of the ftate within the Terri-
tory of Columbia; for ths laws of each
ftate are to continue in force, in their ref-
peftive parts, as they exifted on the firlt
Monday of December 1800.  If muft be
ohvious to every perfon, acquained with
either ftate; that in lels than three years,
tiie execution of thefe laws would become
impracticable in either part. To complete
the climaz the Prefident of the United
Srates, the moft diftinguithed officer of the
#ation, iscalled upon to appoint all the ex-
seutive and judicial officers of each ftate
within the Territory ; and thefe officers, who
are aing under the laws of Virginia and
Maryland, and are refponfible to the go-
vernment of each'ftate for the execution
of their trult, are tolook for their appoint-
ments to-the fedsral government. It is
probable that neither ftate would permit its

officers to ftand in this fituation ; and itisiry

certain that all profecution and punifhiment
for improper conduét in fuch officers would
be nugatory, and the protection of the ci-
tizens muft be confided to the virtue and
clemency of the executive.

Arguments need not be multiplied to hew
that thefe arrangements can be but tem-
porary ; and that a radical alteration maft
take place. If a permanent {fyflem cannot
fow be deviled, it is futile to make any
fuch law as that reported. The a& of
ceffion of each ftate provides for the con-
tinnance of their laws until Congrefs directs
atherwife ; and this fituation .is better than
that propofed in the first feftion of the
bill ; becaufe an unreafonable partiality. for
the laws, as they exift on the firlk Monday
of December 1800, is no= manifefted ; & the
laws of the ftate will be uniformly exercif-
ed, aslong as the inter-regnum continues.
The prefent fituation is aifo preferable to
the change contemplated in the second fec-
tion of the Bill. It is a matter of little
importance who appoints the fubordinate
executive and judicial officers, within the
fra@ions of the two {tates. If they are in
the execution of the laws of the refpec-
tive ftates, itis certainly moft proper that
they fhould derive their appointments from
the fame fource, with fimilar officers
in the other parts of the ftate.

The third fe&ion of the Bill is but a
confequence of the two preceding ; and
flands or falls with thém. The mind is
therefore enabled to judge whether any
such law is propar to be paffeds If it is

intended for permanency, it is the moft un-

happy fyftem that could have been devifed ;
and’ mufk in faét deteat its own execution :

If it isto be but temporary ; is it not
plain that the exifting fituation of affairs is
« far preferable to either of the changes

effectedby the Bill ?
Having made thefe obfervations, which

wrere prompted by the appearance of this
Bill in the public prints, it would appear
improper not to go farther ; and to fuggeft
{omething on a {ubjedt, which'is fo impor-
tant, and which has been fo little confider-

ed. - )

It is indeed much to be lamznted, that
in the collifion and agitation which have
attended the Prefidential eleéiion, there has
not been found in the public councils a
mind fufficiently calm to elevate itlelf]
above the ftorm ; and to devote fome atten-

tion to the interefts of the refpectable
bady ot people, comprehended in the

Territory of Columbia, and in the City of]

ofa fubject,
which affe@s the metropolis of fo great
an empire ; it is due to the honor of the
luftrious man whofé name it bears; it ic

Wafbingtengin particular.
It is due to the magnitude

due to the happinefs of the thoufands who

will conflitutz its population ; that a firm,
regular permanent and fieady fyftem of go-
vernment worthy of the councils of an en-
lightened republican people; who have
- made the moft fublime, and the moft fuc-
cefsful effays in the {cience of free govern-

l&:tion, will at feaft Gé"?:c:k:cd with can-
te e
EPALIINONDAS.
City of Washington,
December 20th, 1800,
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Monpay DEec. 23.

The motion made on Friday by Mr. Da-
vis, to refer to the committee ta whom had
been referred a memorial of the Houfe of
Reprefentatives of the Mifliffipsi Territo-
on the official conduét of Governor
Sargent, the foilowing refolution ; (conclu-
ding a {pecificatior of unconftitutional laws
enacted by the governor in conjunction
with the judges, and of fundry opprefiive
acts committed by him) viz. ¢ Resolved
that the laws passed by the Governor and
Fudges of the Mississippi Territery, and
the petition of Cato West ana others, here-
tofore presented to the house, together with
all the documents relative thereto, be tran-
smitted to the President of the United|
Stotes,” was taken up and on the queftion
of referrence.

‘M. Grrsworp {aid the whole fubjet,
of which the refolutions now offered for-
med a. part, was already referred to a
committees  The chargeslaid i the refo-
lutions were ferious.  To refer them would
b2 to give an indire& fanction to their truth,
and he thought any fuch fanétion highly
improper until they are proved. The
committee already appointed had full pow-
er to inveftizate. all the faéts that exifted.
The refult of their inveftigation would be
reported, & it would then be time enough to
exprels an opinion on the propofitions now
oftered. Thefe fame refolutions had been
offered to the houle the laft feflion, and had
then been rejeéted. Mr. Grilwold hoped
the fame courfe would now be purfued,

Mr. Davis faid he had always thought
that a'committee, to afcertain faéts, and to
{hape bufinels for that boufe, proceeded
from a knowledge, that a commitee confift-
ing of 2 few members could with more
facility, gain 2 knowledge of thofe facts
than the houfe in its colle@tive capacity
could do. He could, therefore, fee no good
caufe for withholding the refolutions from
the feleét committee, who were appointed
to confider the remonfirance from the Le-
lgiflatare of the Mifliflippi Territory. His
refolutions contained fagts, and he was rea-
dy to fupport them, from the doucments
before hims It would be criminal in the
houfe to withold from the committee any
fadts it was in their power to furnifh.  If]
this refolution contains miftatements, let
the gentleman from Connecticut fhow them,
and he would - readily join in expunging
them, fo asonly tolet pure faéts go to the
committee. He wifhed no impofition ; he
wanted only a fair examination into the
condu@ of Winthrop Sergeant, governor
of the Miflifiippi Territory, whofe adiai-
niftration had been marked with fo much
reftlefTnefs and difcontent ; and he believed
jultly, At the laft fefion of Congrefs
fome alleviation was intended to be offered
to the diftreffes of this opprelled peo-
ple; but' their governor had defeated
the obje& by omitting to give noticeof the
ele@ion, as hz ought to have done.

He was cnjoincg by the laws of laft fef-
fion, to give notice of the election, and
to appoint a judge or judges to attend it ;
he had omitted to do fo, and had refufed
to iffue a writ of election (doubting for
the firft time his power), This conduét had

ment ; and whofe unexampled profperity has|drawn from their legiflature a remonitrance

been not more the refult of natural advan-

“tages, than of the pre-eminent wifdom of

their public deliberations.

Concetving that fuch a fyftem is indifpen-
fably neceffary ; that achange of govern-

ment is always attended with incoavenien-
ces; that it is far better to meet thofe in-

conveniences originally, and in the firft in-

ftance, than tor protrac® then ; that every
day after a {yftem is put into operation,
affords opportunities of ameliorating it; that

- every day of procraftination increafes the

embarraffment, and that the public judg-
ment is as competentnow to difculs thie
fubjeck a3 it ever can be, I fhall proceed
to {ubmit to the public fome confi-
dérations on it trufting that it will
not be deemed improper, in a private indi-
yidual, who is deeply interefted, to offe
his opinion on a fubjeét which has boen ne-
#le&ad by public men; and that hig fen-
timents, if thev do not meet with appro-

which required the further interpofition of|
congrefs, to enable them to organife their
hody. This remonftrance makes a gene-
ral allufion to the unconftitutional laws
made by the governor and judges ; the re-
{olution particularifes thol{: laws, and will
bring them in a precife manner bhefore the
committee. If gentlemen doubted the ac.
curacy of the refolution, he would con-
vince thofe, who were not oppofed to con-
viction, that it was correét.  [Here Mr
Davis read feveral of the laws made by
the Governor and Judges of the Mifliflip-
oi Territory, and fome claufes of the Fe.
deral Conflitution to prove that the laws
were unconftitutional.]  Ilere then are a-
hundant - proofs of unconftitutional and
oppreflive laws, under which the. people of
that territory labor, and of which they com.
dain; and will this houfe afford no relief,
from a tyrant, who has trampled on their
vights with a tiger’s ftride, and plucked

oo theny By woraciofry “wd Eagac i
laws, their hard earnings?

The Goveraor of that "I'etritor y receives
annwally a flary of 2000 Dollars for his
{ervices, and each of the Judges a falary
of 800 dollars pr. Annum. This was fup-

their acceptance of thofe offices for that
fum ackuowlzdges it to be enough ; ftill you
find laws here that give the Governor a fee
of Eight ‘Dollars on tavern Licences, &c.
Asywell might the Prefident of t8e U States
claim fees for giving Patents or any other
writing to which he affizes his name. The
Judzesof this Territory, who conjointly with
the Governor made the Laws, have taken
care of them{elves—Hear their tabie of fees,
giving to themfelves fees for certain fervices
rendered by them in their Judicial capacity.
And is not this a [hameful abufe of the
Legiflative. power they are vefted with.
[Here Mr. D. read the table of fees] Con-
grefs cannot raife thelr own wages ; the
Conftitution has wifely forbid it, yet Win-~
throp Sargent and the Judges give them-
felves what fees they pleafe, without re-
garding the Spirit ot the Conftitution. If
this refolution accompanies the remon-
ftrance of the Legiflature of the Mifiiflippi
Territory, the committee will be able to
judge whether the . Governor withheld the
writ of Election from a fear of excecding
his power ; or whether he did it to pre-
vent the organization of the Legiflature 3
for had the Legitlature been formed, thefe
very Laws by whichhz and ‘the Judges fa-
tiate their avarice, would bhave becn re-
pealed.

The gentleman from  Conne&icut fays,
that the refolution containg diroct eharges
againft a man high in cffice; and this boufe
ought not to fanction them until they are
proved. Ttruft T have proved chem by a
reference to the laws now before me, and
if they are not proved, let the gentleman
take the laws and fhew whetein I am in-
corret ; and fo much as is found defec-
tive, let him' eXpunge.  The gentleman
fays, that defpotilm is charged againft the
governor. -~ Why, faid Mr, D. what
ftronger proof of tyrrany or defpotiiim can
you afk, then to fee 4 man fet no bounds
to his conduk, and who breéaks through
the limits fet for Wim by the fupreme
taws of the Land.

t1s true this refolution was offered by
mc at the laft feflion, but it was not re-
je¢ted as the gentleman fuppafs, it w |
not acted upon ; but if the gentleman from
Conneéticut, and other gentlemen on this
floor, after feeing that Winthrop  Sargent
has openly violated the conftitution of the
United States, confider him a fit object to
rally round ; if after they fee he has viola-
ted the ordihance defigened for the govern-
ment of that territory, they confider himn

s
(4]

a fit objet for them to cling  to;
if after fesing  the fhameful abufe
of Jegiflative “power  veiled in s

hands ; and his digraceful avarice 5 if after
feeing and hearing all this, they coufider
that he has ated confiftently with federal
principles, and is entitled to federal fup.
port, they will unite, and ftiile this refoly-
tion herey, and never let the committee fec
it—eit may te that this relolution will be
loft to day——perhaps it would be tosmorrow:
but the time is approaching, when the con-
duct of a public officer will not be veiled
in this manner—--The fun of federalifin is
nearly fet——not three -months, and it fets
forever, {

If this refolution contained any thing
new or ftrange there would be foime excule
for the objections made toa reference ; but
its having been prefented during the laft
feffion muft have imprinted the facts charg-
ed in it on the minds of every me nber pre-
fent—befides this, thofe' complaints have
been made from the firft hour Winthrep
Sargent camns into office, and have been
heard frain one extremity of the continent
to the other. Tt is a fadt well known, that
at the time this manwasappointed governor
of the Miflifippi Territory, he washated and
defpifed by the people of the Weftern
country,  His pride, his infolence, and
tyrannicel difpoflition, had rendered his
name odious to the Weftern country. In
this the gentleman who reprefents the Ny
W. Territary, and who was nearer the
theatre of his aftions than I was, can bear
me witnels—Still he was appointed.. We
felt indignant at the promotion of fuch a
charalter by our government; but we
have guardedly reprelled our refentment.

The object, however, for which thie
man was {ct over ws, has not been ac-
complithed,  His  miffion = has failed.
Though we felt the juft indignation
of freemen, we had  more wit i
our tefentment than  to commmit any
extravagant  4&s that would - authorife
¢« The Chief who now connmands,” to
{end * a Heaven botn band” amorp us==
We were apprifed of the difpofition ; we

were apprifed that' an excufe  was allthat

pofed by the law a competent compenfation 3

" teds SDut therdign of terror is ale
moft aten end. If you want to cenciliate
the ailections of the Weltern people, and
to bring thett over to your adminiftration,
refer this refolution—=if you do this, they
will fuppofe tl-: the complaints of their fei-
low-citizens are heard and attended to, and
that there is a hepe of fpeedy redrefs ; but
if you reject it the reverfe will be the effuct.

You have no idea, faid Mr. Davis, of the
mifchier thisman has donein the Weftern
Country 3 prreticularly in the Miffiflippi
Territory,  His cendu@ has reared a pow=
erful bppofition to your adminiftration,
which will grow with our growth and in-
creale with our firength, unlefs you remes
ldy the evils that opprefs our fuffering fel<
low citizense  His conduét has alienated
the affections of the Weftern people, frome
vour Government ; and this effeci it wiE
have while. our fellow citizens are fuf-
fered to complain unhcard, and the con-
duct of their oppreflor is juftifiedi ~ Adfk
awell info.med man from this Tervitory,
or from almoft any part of the Weitern
Cowntry, why are you oppofed to the admi-
niftration of the Government ?<<He will
tell youin a'moment,—=I know, that Win-
throp Sargent, Governorof the Miffiflip-
pt Territory, has openly viclated the Con-
{litution ot the United States in fundry
inftances. I know he has outragecufly
violated the ordinance of that Territory.
[ think he has fhamefully exercifed the
Legidative Power put in his hands, by
making it 2 cloak under which he has
¢xalted the moft'exorbitant fees from the
people to gratify his avarice.~-I know he
has never recieved even a rebulie from the
Chief Magiftrate for ‘all this.—I confider
Winthrop Sarpent but a fmall vein of a
secat body ; 1 am acquainted with the
prifations of that vein ; I know it beats to-
wards arittocracy ; Tknow it {wells with
tyranay and defpotifm ; Tconfider the great
botly that feeds this fmall vein as alfo conta-
minated~—~This will be the anfwer you
will receive 3 and this will eternally be the
language you will hear from thofe people,
until you releafe them from the tyrannical
bondage under which they are laid by the
oppreflions of their federal government.

Mr. O71s was averfe thelaft feffion,
when this {ubjeét was before the houfe, to
cominit himfelf by a vote without poflefling
an accurate knowledge of the circumftan-
ces attending it The fame want of in-
formation under which he then laboured
he fiill felt.  Cafting his eyes over the res
folutions juft read be difcovered that they
contained two ferious declarations; the
firft that luws hoftile to the happinefs
and profperity of the citizens of the Mil-
Lilippi territory, and at variance with the
Conltitution, had been enalled ; the fecond,
that" (hele laws had been paffed under ma-
lignant intentions.

On the truth of thefe declarations Mr.
Otis was not prepared to decide.' He re
guired that iuformation, which the coma
aittee already appointed would © be moft
Lkely to fusnithe  If the gentleman from
Kentucky had moved the appointment of
4 committee, either to enquire into the
cxpediency of repealing” thofe laiws that
were  complained ofy or to' report talts
wherean an impeachment could be ground-
ed, he would have purfued the ufual courfe 5
but when he cominits a {peech to writing
(fur by noother name could he defignate
the ftring of reflolutions which he had mo-
ved) criminating in terns of harfhnefs the
condu® of a public officer, he confidered
hiwm as propefing an unprecedent»A’ ftep. A<
well might hemove to refér what had fallen
from him indcbate this day.

In bis opinion Mr. Otis faid, the {ub-
ject, defired by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky could be accomplithed with much
sreater propriety in the ufual way, than in
that now propofed.

But the gentleman afks, if the charpes
arc true that are contained in the refoluti-
ons, why not pafs them ; If falfe why not
sxpunge them ¥ How faid Mr. Otis are
thele charges proved ! He confided in the
veracity of the gentleman ; and was per-
fuaded that ¥e would not fay what he did
not himfelf believe ; but his belief could
not impart to, other gentlemen the fame
firenigth of convi®ion with himfelf.

If thie people of this territory are really
opprefied, if they groan under the prefiure
of tyrannical and unconftitutional laws, let
thofe laws be examined, and repealed.  But
when he found a gentleman coming frem
the neighbourhood of the territory, actua-
ted by perfoual and lacal confiderations,
and animated by a zeal thatdiQated fen-
timents,  which in cooler moments the
wentlenan binfelf would not approve, he
could not aveid hefitating in taking his
opinions as the guide. of his vote.

Wiiis, 4, faid Mr, Otis, i3 not a quef-
ticn of federalifin or antisfederalifm.  If
the fun cof tederalifm, as the gentleman
trean Kentucky afférts; be fet ; if the ad-




