
tfroff y*ar make Some alteration.; in then
laws; but thete alteration* see not to af-
fect the parts of the State within the Terri-
tory of Columbia ; for the laws of each
State are to continue in force, in their res-
pective parts, as they exifted on the. firft
Monday of December 1800. If muft be
obvious to every perfon, acqaained with
either State, that in lefs than three years,
the execution of thefe laws would become
impracticable in eitherpart. To complete
the climax the Prefident of the United
States, the moft distinguished officer of the
mtion, is called upon to appoint all the ex-
ecutive and judicial officers of each State
within the Territory ;and thefe officers,who
are acting under the laws of Virginia and
Maryland, and are rcfponfible to the go-
vernment of each State for the e>e
of their truit, are to look for theirappoint-
ments to the federal government. It is
probablethat neither State wouldpermit its
officer* to Stand in this Situation ; and it is
certain that all pro Sedition and punifltment
for improperconduct in fuch officers would
be nugatory, and the protection of the ci-
tizens mult be confided to the virtue and
clemency of the executive.

Arguments neednot be multipliedto dew
that thefe arrangements can he hut tem-
porary ; and that a radical alteration mart
take place. If a permanent fyftem cannot
now be deviSed, it is futile to make any
fuch law as that reported. The act of
ceffion of each State provides for the con-
tinuance of their laws until CongreSsdirects
Otherwife ; and this Situation is better than.
that propoSed in the first Section of the
bill ; becaufe an unreafonabhs partiality, for
thelaws, as they exiSt on the firft Monday
of December 1800,is no" manifested ; St the
laws of the State will be uniformly exercif-
ed, aslong as the inter-rcgnum continues.
The prefent Situation is alfo prefei
the change contemplatedin the «cohc/fac-
tion of the Bill. It is a matter of little
importance who appoints the Subordinate
executive and judicial officers, within the
fractions of the two dates. If they are in
the execution of the laws of the respec-
tive States, it is certainly moft proper that
they Should derive theirappointmentsfrom
the fame fource, with Similar oilier,
in the other parts of the State.

The third feftion of the Bill is but a
confequence of the two preceding; and
Sands or falls with them. The mind is
therefore enabled to judge whether any
such law is properto be paffed. If it is
intended for permanency^ it is the moSt un-
happy Syftem that could have been deviSed ;
and muft in factdeteat its own execution:
If it is to be but temporary ; is it not
plain that theexistingSituation of affairs is
far prcSerable to either of the changes
effectedby the Bill ?

Hiving- mad; thefe observations,which
were prompted by the appearance of this
Bill in the public prints, it would appear
improper not to go further ; and to Fugged
Something on a fubject, which is fo impor-
tant, and which hasbeen fo little confider-
'd.

It is indeed much to be lamented, that
in the collision and agitation which have
attendedthe Prcfidential election, there has
not been found in the public councils a
mind Sufficiently calm to elevate itSelf
above toe. Storm ; and to devote Some atten-
tion to the intereSts of the refpectable
body of people, comprehended in the
Territory of Columbia, and in the City of
Washington in particular.

It is due to the magnitude ofa fubject,
which affect 3the metropolis of fo great
an empire ; it is due to the honor of the
illuStrious man whofe name it bears ; it U
due to the happineSs of thethouSands who
will constitute; its population ; that a firm,
regular permanent and Steady fyftem of go-
vernment worthyof the councils of an en-
lightened republican people ; who have
made the moSt Sublime, and the mod fuc-
cefsful e.ffays in the fcicnce of tiec govern-
ment ; and whofc unexampledprofperity has
been not more therefult of natural advan-
tages, than of the pre-eminent wifdom of
their public deliberations.

Conceivingthat Fuch aFydem is indiFpen-
neceSary; that a change of govern-

ment is always attended with inconvenien-
ces; that it is far better tomeet thofe in-
conveniences originally, and in the firft in-
ftance, than to- protract them ; that every-
day after a fydem is put into operation,
affords opportunitiesofamelioratingit; that
every day of procraftination increafes the
embarraSfment, and that th^ public judg-
ment is as competent now to difcui": thi-
Subject as it ever can be, I Shall proceed
to Submit to the pciblic Some confi-

ms on it ; truSting that it will
r.'A improper, in a private indi-

vidual, who is deeply interested, to offei
his opinion on a Subject which has b m ne-

-1by public men ; and that his fen-
they do not meet with appro-

will at la
dor.

City of Washington,
December20th,

CONG R T S !
OF THE UNITED STAT E *

HOVSZ op KMPRr.Sr:a f.ttlVES.

Monday Dec. 23.
The motion madeon Friday by Mr. Da-

vis, to refer to the committeeto whom had
been referred a memorial of the Houfe of
Representatives of the Mifuffippi Territo-
ry on the official conduct of Governor
Sargent, the following refolutiou ;(conclu-

i Specification Ofunconstitutional laws
enacted by the governor in Conjunction
with the judges, and of Sundry oppreffive
acts committed by him) via. v Revolved
that tli4 lawspassed by tin- Governor and
Judges of the Mississippi Territory, and
the petitionof C.ato West ana others, here-
tofore presented to the house, together with
all the documents relative thereto, be tran-
smitted to the President of the United
StoteSf" wat taken up andon the queftion
oS rel'errence.

Mk. Ghiswoldfaid the wholefubiect,
of which the refolutions now offered for-
med a part, was a'ready referred to a
committee. The chargeslaid in the refo-
lutions were feriovs. To refer them would
he to give an indirect Sanction to their truth,
and he thought any fuch Sanction highly
improper until they are proved. The
committeealreadyappointed had full pow-
er to investigate nil the facts that existed.
The re Suit of their investigation would be
reported, Sc it would then be timeenough to
exprefsan opinion on the proportions now
offered. Thefe fame refolutions had been
offered to the houfe the In.lt Seffion, and had
then been rejected. Mr. Grifwold hoped
the Same courSt* would now bepurSued.

Mr. Davis Said he had always thought
that a committee,to afcertainfacts, and to
fhape bufinefs for that houfe, proceeded
Srom a knowledge, that a commiteeconfift-
ing of a few members could with more
facility, gain a knowledge of thofe facts
than the houfe in its collective capacity
could do. He could, therefore, fee nogood
caufe. for withholding the resolutions from
the felect. committee, who were appointed
to confider the remonStrance from the Le-
gislature of the Miffillippi Territory. His
refolutions contained facts, andhe wasrea-
dy to Support them, from the doucmentl
before him. Itwould be criminal in the
houfe to witholdfrom the committee any
facts it was in theirpower to funyifh. li'
this refolution contains rniftatcments, let

itleman from Connecticut Show them,
and he would readily join in expunging
them, fo as only to let pure fadts go to the
committee. He wifhed no imposition ; he
wanted only a fair examination into the
conduct of Winthrop Sergeant, governor
of the MilSiSiippi Territory, whole admi-
nistration had been marked with So much
reftleSSneSs anddil'content ; and he believed
juftly. At the laSt fedion of Congrefs
Some alleviation was intended to be offered
to the diStrc-SSes of this opprefled peo-
ple ; but their governor had defeated
the object by omitting to givenoticeof the
election, as be ought to have do

He wasenjoined by the laws of laft SeS-jSion, to give notice oS the election, and
to appoint a judgeor judges to attend it ;
he had omitted to do So, and had refufed
to ifftie a writ of election (doubting for
the firft time his power).This conduct had
drawn from their legislaturea remonltram r
which required the further interpolation of
congrefs, to enable them to organife their
body. This remonftrance makes a gene-
ra! ailuSion to the unconstitutional laws
madeby the governor and judges ; the re-
solution particulariSes thoSe laws, and will
bring them in a precife manner before the'
committee. If gentlemen doubted the ac-
curacy of the refolution, he would con
vince thofe, who were- not oppofed to con-
viction, that it was correct. [Here Mr.
Davis read Several of the laws made by
the Governor and Judges of the Miifillip-
>i Territory, and Some claufes of the Fe-
leral Constitution to prove that the laws
vete unconstitutional.] Here then are a-
bundant proofs of unconditional and
oppreflive la r which the peopleof
"hat territory labor, anaofwhich theycom-
\u25a0lain ; and will tins houfe afford no relief
f'om a tyrant, who has trampled on their
rights with 8 tiger's (hid.-, and plucked

Tee Governor of thatTetritotyreceives
7'i Salary of 2000 Dollars for his

Services, and each of the Judges a Salary
ofßoo nurt. This was i'up-
p >fed by th \u25a0 law a i ompeteatcompenfatiou y
their acceptance cf thofe offices for that
Sum acknowledges it to beenough ; Still you!
rind laws herethat give the Governor afee
of Eight Dollars on tavern Licences, Sec.
As»iwell might the Prefiden - States
claim f zing Patents or any other
writing to which he aiii.es his name. Th<
j udgesofthisTerritory,whoconjointl) with
the Governor made the Law-:, have
careof themfelves?l tear their table offees,
giving to themSelves Fees for certain fervices
rendered hy them in their Judicial Capacity.
And is not this a [hameful abufe of thei
Legislative power they are ve'ted with.l
[Hew Mr. 1). read the table offees] Con-;
grefs cannot raiii- their own wages ; the
Gbnftitution has wifely forbid it, yet Win*
throp Sargent and the Judges give them-
Selves what fees they pleafe., without re-
garding the Spirit ot the Constitution. If
this refolution accompanies the remon-
ftrance of the Legislature of the Mifiiffippi
iTerritory, the committee will be able to
judge whether the Governor withheld the
writ of Fdection from a fear of exceeding
his power ; or whether he did it to pre-
sent th: organization of the Le'ell
for had the Legitlature hern formed, thofe
very Laws by which he and the Judges Sa-
tiate their avarice, would have been re-
pealed.

The gentleman from Ccmv
that the refolution contain' dii et cl
agaiafi a man high in office,-and tiii;:, houfe
ought not to Sanction them until they are
proved. I truSt I have proved them by a
reference to the laws now fte, and
if they are not proved ntleman
tale the laws and fnew wherein J
correct ; and So much as is found defec-
tive, let him -Says, that defpotifm is eh inftthe
governor. Why, Said Mr. D. what

oofof tyrrany or defpotifm can
you afk, then to fee a man Set no bottnds
to his conduct, and who breaks ti
the limits Set thr him by the fu

oS the Land.
It is true thisreiblution was offered by

roc at the laft Feffion, hut it was not re-
jected as the gentleman FuppofeS, it w..
not acted upon ; but if the gentlemanfrom
Connecticut, and other gentlemen on this!
floor, after feeing that Winthrop Si
has openly violated the conftitutiori of the
United States, confider hen a lit object to
rally round; if after the)- Sec lie has viola-
ted theordinance deligenedfor the govern-
ment of that territory, they founder him
a fit object for them to cling to ;
if after feeing the Shameful ahlifi
of leg-illative power veiled in hi
hand*; and his digraceful avarice ; ifafter
Seeing and hearing all tins, they confide*-
that he has acted conliheutiy v.ith federal
principles, and is entitled to Federal Sup-
port, they will unite, and ftifie this resolu-
tion here, and never let the committeefee
ir?-it may i;e that this refoltition * 1! U
101lto day?perhaps it wouldbe to-met row:
but the time is approaching,whentiii Con
duct of a public officer will not he
in this manner?The fun of Seder.ilili.i is
nearly Set?not three months, and i
forever.

If this refohttion contained any thing
new or Strange there wouldhe foine excule
for the objections made to a reference ; but
its having been prcfented during the lad
Feffionitroft have imprinted the Ied in it on the mindsof every me nbcrpre-
Fent?belides tins, thefe complaints have
been made from the firft hour Winthrcp
Sargent cam- into office, and have been

from one extremityof the continent
lathe other. It is a fact wellknown, that
at the timethis man was appointedgovernor

lippiTerritory, hewasha;
deSpifed by the pedple of the Weftern
country. His pride, his infolence, arid
tyrannical difpofition, had rendered his

odious to the Weftern country. In
he gentleman who represents the N.

W. Territoiy, and who was nearer the
theatre of his actions than 1 was, v. n
me witnefs?Still he was appointed. We
felt indignant at the promotion oS Fitch a
character by our government; but we
have guardedly repretTcd our refentment.

The obi'cf, however, for which this
man was lit over as, hus not been a<-
complilhed. His million lifts faded,
fhough we felt the juft mdi? nation
of freemen, Aye had more wit in
our I'f'entment than to commit afry
extravagant aits tint n*ou!d authprift;
" The Chief who now i ," t i
lend v a Heaven b i

-re ippriled of the difpofition ; we

\u25a0~-.. \u25a0 Wanted/ li,i:die leign of 'iriofi at#n ertjd* ft'you want to conciliate
ctiore; of the "VV'eitern peoj le, and

to brine; them ever to your adiiiiiiilh
refer this refolution?*if you do this, they
willfiipj the complaints of their fcl'
low-citi/.eus are heard and attended to, and
that there is a hope of Speedy redrefs ; but

eject it the reverie will be the effect.
eea, laid Mr. Dave., of the

mifchiei th.isman has done in the WeSteru
ry ; p.-rtii marly in the Milllilippi

Territory. His conduct has reared a pow-<
erl'ul oppoSition to your adminilharion,
which will grow with our growth and in-

with our Strength, unlel's you reme«
cfy the evils that opprel's our iuiit-riilow citizens. His conduct has ali<

is of the VVcftern people, from-
your Government ; and this effect it will
have while our fellow citizens are Sul-
t'ered to complain unheard, and the con-
duct of their oppreffor is ji-dhfied. A/k
aWtll info, met! in in Iron) this Territory,
or from almoft any pert of the \\
Country, why are you orpeiedtotheadmi-
nistration of the Government??He will
ted you in a moment,? I know, that Win-
throp Sargent, Goverribriof tlie Miffifup-
pi Territory, has openly violatedthe Con-
stitution of the United Slates in fundry

',:. I know he has outran
/iolatcd the ordinance of that Territory.
1 thi'lil ihameSully exerciled the

itive Power put in his hands, by
it a cloak under Which he has

J the moft exorbitant fees from the

Ideven a rebuke from the.
for all this.?tl conSidtr

Sargent but a Small vein of a
; 1 ant acquainted with the
i .leii vein ; I know it be
ocracy ; Iknow it Swells with

ny and. defpotifm ; I conlidtr the great
that feeds this fmall vein as alio conta-
ct?This will be the anfwer you

will receive ; and this will eternallybe the
language you will hear from thofe people,
until you relcafe them from the tyrannical
bondage under which they are laid by the
oppreffions oftheir federal government.

Mr. Otis was averfe tie iaft SeSSion,
when this Subject was'before the houSe, to
commit himfelfby a vote withoutpolfeiling
an accurate knowledge of the circumStan-

-1 he Same want of in-
formation under which he then laboured
he full felt. Calling his eyes over the re-
solutions jnftread be difcovercd that they
contained two Serious declarations; the
firft that laws holtile to the happinefs
and profperity of the citizens of the Mif-
S.ifippiterritory, and at variance with the
Constitution, had been enacted ; the 1that thefe laws had been paffed tinder ma-
li; ;nant intentions*

(hi the truth oS thefe declarations Mr.
Oti v. ;?<?. not prepared to decide. He re
.anred that information, which the com-

\u25a0adv appointed would be moll... Suniiih. IS the gentleman from
Kentucky had moved the appointment of

\u25a0 alier to enquire into the
i tuy of repealing thofe laws that

Were complained of, or to report tacts
whereon an impeachment could be ground-
ed, he v.: eld ie.ve purfued the ufual courfe ;
but when he commits a Speech to writing

no other name Could he del'
theftring ofrefolutions which he had mo-.

>in terms cf harShneFs the

\u25a0 t of a public officer, he confidered
propofing an tr

well might he move to reftr what had falhu
from him in debate this day.

In his opinion Mr. Gtis Said, the Sub-
ject, defired by the gentleman from Ken-
tucky could be accompli{hed with much

i propriety in the ufual way, than in
that now prcpofed.

But the gentleman afks, if the charges
arc true that are contained in the refoluti-
,..w .vlv Utt* rrflfii fl-./.,-n .T» filC. »,V,m ~«\u2666w" '?> ""/ r ?«...., -. '«'". -""J nu;

expunge them ? How faid Mr. Otis are
the gentleman ; and was per-
he would not IV.y what he did
believe ; but his belief could
to; other gentlemen the Same
inr.viction with hirnfclf.

Iftl. of this territory are really
npprcfted, if they groan under the preffui*

Bnkal and unconstitutional laws, let
lawsbe examined,and repealed. But

when he,found a gentleman coming from
th n ighbouihood of the territory, actua-

Kfoual and local confiaeraticms,
:d by a zeal that dictated fen-
which in cooler moments the
Id, fedf would not approve, lie
avoid he Stating in taking his. the guide bt his vote.

Otis, is not a quef-
tit%n of ftderalifm or anti-fedcralifm. If
thr fun i i the gentl

», b« lit- ; if the id-


