dent had zen the laws, that violated thefaltogether again@t him,

conftitutionyand opprefled the people, with-jc
sut checking the officer, who had ufur-s
ped unconftitutional power, and exercifed]t
Aagrant oppreflion.

called the charges contained 1a the refolu<e
tions mere affertions,  Mr, Davis denied thet
truth of the remark. There was not acharge|t

I that. cafe afe
ommittee had been appointed barely to
naquire

ern expedition.  The refolution had not

¢prebenfible motives to general St. Clair. |t
The fubjeft {cemed to be entangled by
he rules of the houle.

ver was faid mudt be on clietamendment,
Then, faid Mg, Davis, Iwill faynothing

into the caules of the Wel-labout it, and fet down.

Thequeftion on Mr. Randolph’s motion

been prefaced by a long preamble ; it had{was then put and loft—Ayes 29.
The gentlemen fiom South Carolina had|not afcribed motives of cowardice, or other

Mr. Craisorng moved to {trike out of
he'motion made by Mr. Harper, the words,

“ to send for persons, ddcuments: and pa-
He approved the|pers.” His motive was dictated by a defire

made that was not proved. 1f he had told thelmode recommended by his colleague ; and|to obtain {peedy jultice for this opprefled

~houfe that he had laid hold of the threadsifor the purpofe of attaining that he wouldfpeople.” * The neceflary proofs were before
of a conlpiracy, he might have been charg-imove the previous queftion.

ed with utaking mere aflertions,
Mr. Davis was not acquainted with thei¢
. early chara&er of Winthrop  Sergeant.

vaterial, with his late and prefent charac.
ter.
tions he had exhibited the character of a
tyrant.
he was’ corrupted by power he was a vir-
tuous man.  But with bim, as with many

rant, and opprefled thofe whom he bad been|decided that the main queftion fhall not be

appointed to protects

Mr. Davis cared bnt little for the pre-
fent fate of his motion'; for let the houfe
decidefas it would on this day, a proper de-
cifion would foon be had. The reign of
terror in this country would foon reach
its ends

Mg. Macon: The fubject already re-
ferred does notembrace the contents of this
refolntion. The memorial from the Houle
of Reprefentatives of th Mi{ﬁ[gppi ter-
ritory only relates to the eledtion for|
Wathington county, and the condu& of]
the governor in relation to it: whereas the
charges on which this refolution is founded
are numerous and diffimilar.

The fubje& had been, latt _feflion, il

troduced at a late day, and had from that
circumftance been laid afide. He was then
convinced, and {till was convinced, that the
charges are true.  They are fpecifically
frated and Tupported-by-a reference to their
proofs. - Can more be required 2 Why not
then refer them 2 Will not a committee iu-

“ quire into their truth ? - And thould they
be found untrue will not the committec
fay fo? A reference prefented the only
courfe whereby juftice could be done to
thofe who complain, to the country at large,
and to the individual criminated.

It appeared to Mr. Macon that it be-
oame that houfe to be the more  attentive
to thefe charges, asthey camefroma terri-
tory, unreprefented in our federal coun-
cilse | : .

Gentleman fiy, imveaclti this officer, if
guilty,  Could there be a more appropriate
mode of leading to this effe®, than by the
appointment of a committee, on whoie re-
ported ftatement of fa@s the houfe would
be juftified in" aéting ?

. This had been the unifornt mode. It had
been practifed in the cale of the failyre of|
the Weftern expedition under St. Clair.
A committee had been ‘appointed to en-

- quirg into the fubjed ; thongh he granted
" ghat “he- did not recolleét that the word
wftéreds{fo mnch objected to on this occa-
fion) had been then ufed. 37

MNothing had been more common than to
" 4ppoint a committee, and then give them
“éertain inftrt Gions ; thisrefolution was no-
thing more.  But w2 are told from all quar-
“ters that we cannot pafs the refolution
“Without [an &ioning the charges and ftaining

“the character of governior Sargent. It was

"mot fo. Gentlemen were miftaken. A re-

* ference “involves 1o opinion, other than
that a fubjeft may be betterinveltigated by

" afele€t committee than by this houfe.
©Mr. Harern atked whether it” was
i oder to'amend the refolution.

The Sruaxrr anfwered that it was,

Mre. Hawrsn, I thenmove to frike
out the whele of the preamble, and fo much
of the refolution that follows, as to make

itread (we are Tabftantially though not
 verbally carre®) ¢ that “a Committee be
appointed to enquire into the official con-
du® of Winthrop Sergent, which fhall be
anthorifed -to fend for perfons, papers, and
records.” : ;

Mr, Harperdeclared his object was to
bring about an impeachment of governor,
Sargent; if he appeared on inveftigation
to be guilty: v

M, Cuatsorng faid he admired the ob-
j=& avawed by the gentleman from MaiTa-
chufetts j:but he then rofe to'alk the Spea-
ker whethér the amendment was in order.
 The Seeakur faid it wasin order.
" Mro.Ecoruston.  I'hold in my hands
the rulesof the houfe, where I find it declar-
ed that a motion for comiitment fhall pre.
clude @il dmendment,

The Seraxmn, afier {o
faid it certainly was fo. =

Mr. Rur neo o e faid gentlemeanall feem-

ed to-agree as to the eflefice of the cafe,
but to differ on the mode. e thought
the infance referred to by the gontleman

1
me  héfitation,
f t

t

-

He did know ‘that in his recent ac-{the preamble.

occafion. All thegentlemen,who have fpoken

man from Kentucky, fay they are agreed
as to the thinﬁ;
eity every mo
complifhing it.
ceed, their ingenuity meets us at every
ftep ; and thus they ftrive to baffle every
motion, whofe objedt is a fair and full in-
veltigation. . :
Mgr. Randolph thought the dire@ point/he declines a refponfibility for their accu-
fhould be directly aimed at. The committeejracy.]
propofed to be appointed by the gentleman
from 8. Carolina, uninftructed as to what|be made, and of courfe thought the com-
charges they are to invefligate, mayheasblind|mittee ought to be eml::(:w_cred to fend
as the gentlemen themfelves who hadfpoken.(for perfons and papers.  This meafure, in
He hoped, therefore, the houfe would com- [his opinion, fo far from evidencingan in-
difpofition to meet the lubjet, was the
Mr. RuTLEDGE was in this flage of thelftrongeft evidence of the {incerity and ad-
bufinefs oppofed to the amendment of the|herence to juftice of thole who lupported
gentlem an from Virginia, though he had|it.
no objeftion to agree to it, after thel N fidered (a :
motion of the gentleman from South Caro- |ear him) the point in difpute as of little,

pel them to take them into view.

¢ Shall the main queftion be now put 27 |1

(

be the queftion befors the houfe ? We have
put.

Mr. Harpex called to order ; on a mo-
tion to adjourn there could be no debate.
Motion for adjournment loft.

Mr. Davis moved a commitment of the
amendment to a felect committee.

The Sreaker declared the motion not
in order.

Mr. Dent afked if it 'was not in order
to commit the motions of both the gentle-
men from Kentucky and South Carolina to
a committees N '

Tne Seeaker faid a vote on the main
queflion had juft been put.

Mu, EceresTon faid the vote had been
on . the previous queftion, and not the main
one. :

The .SpEAKER acknowledged that it
was fo, butdeclared the propofition of Mr.
Dent out of order. .. g .

The queftion was taken on ftriking out
the preamble, and carried, 48 members
rifing in the affirmative. 3 :

Mgz, Harrer thenmoved to amend the
concluding refolution moved by Mr. Davis,
by ftriking it out, and intrm{ucing in its
room the motion already ftated as made by
Mr. Harper. .

Mr. Raxporpndefired to know, whe-
ther it was inorder to move an amendment
to the amendment _of the gentleman
from South Carolina. 3

The Seraxer faid it was in order.

Mr. Ranpovpu then moved the refer-
ence to the committee of the laws, docu-
ments, and other papers accompanying
them. ; T

The Speaxer faid that appeared to him
to be the amount of the original refolution.

Mr. Ranporri replied that the original
refolution was for the tranfmiffion of them
to the Prelident.

The Speaxer acknowledged that it was
fo; and ftated the motion of Mr. Ran-
dolph.
Mr. CHAMPLIN t
of order—— 2 .
Mr: Hareru rofe to call the gentleman
to order. The Speaker had already decided
the motion to be in order.

“The Speaxkr again pronounced the
motion to be in ordet.

A defultory debate enfued between M.
Randolph, M. Grifwold, Mr. Harper and
Mr. Nott. i ;

Mr. Harper's motion under confidera-
tion

Mr. Ranporen would fay, however ha-
zardous the remark, that the houfe had ne-
ver been more idly employed than on this

hought the motion out

.

againft the original refolution of the gentle-

but they difpute with tena-
that we point out for ac-
‘Whichever way we pro-

ina was agreed to. 1

Mr. Davis appealed ta gentlemen, whe-

ry 1700 miles off™?
The Srearenr callec

{ram Worth Carolina fully in ‘point, and|3

the houfe. 'If the committee were tied up
T'he previous queltion was then put; viz.!from making a report until a’ meflage had

Which paffed in the negative—Ayes|{iflippi terrivory, he fhoulddefpair of jultice
Buat he was acquainted, which was more|35. Noes 48,
Mr. Harrer then moved to firike out|certainly immediately inquire into the {ub-
jeér ; and from the documents that would
Mr. Macon moved a poftponement ofibe layed before them, they wouldbe able
It was very probable that beforelthe queftion till to-merrow——Motion loft:|to act with effe without much delay or
Mr. Krrcuern moved an adjournment|great expence. To teft the fincerity of]
My, TaaTcugrs If we adjourn tilllgentlemen he moved to ftrike  out thofe
other men, no fooner had 'he got power,|to-morrow, when we meet then, what will{words.
than he affumed the charaéter of the ty-|l

Can* that then be the queftion ?|Tenneffee would not be willing to allow ;
Where will it be 2 Where fhall we find it?[either that a criminal might efcape unpun-

been fent to, and returned from, the Mif-

overtaking this man. The committee may

Mr. Harprr faid that the motion car-
ried an implication that his friend from

iflied, or.an innocent man be punifhed.
Suppnfe the committee think the charges
infufficient for the obje@ of removal or
impeachment, and yet are of opinion that
they are fufficient to juftify ftrong fufpici-
on and prefumption of guilt ; would it not
be defirable to inveft them with the right
of making further enquiry ? - Suppole, on
the other hand, that the charges appear to
them true, had not the experience. of ages
jullified the proricty of the maxim audi
alteram partem ? How can this dileminabe
fuzmounted but by imparting to the commit-
tee 21l the powers required for making 2 full
and fair enquiry ? Unlefs this be done you
may conviét the governor without teftimo-
ny, or difmifs him, though you think
him criminal. v

Mr. Smivnie. If extortion has been
practifed by Winthrop Sargent, if uncon-
ftitutional laws have been pafled, ‘it is the
duty of Congrefs to interpofe its authority,
and redrefs thefe great evils. In fuch
cafes delaysare dangerous. He was, there-

fnien of anyt'on= wembsr who ‘tells them
that in his opinion certain folis exift that
criminate a high public officer ?  If the
documents are thus decifive, the committee
need go no farther.  If notdecifive, fhall
they fubftitute the opinicn of the gentleman
from Tennellee in the place of their own
sonviétions ¢ He hoped not.  If gentlen en
are ferious in the expreflion of their withes
for a fairenquiry, let them give the com-
mittee full powers.

Mr. Macon afked gentlemen in favor
of retaining thefe words, to conlider the
diftance to which they weuld have to fend,
which ¥ras 1700 miles, and to calculate
the time occupied in going aud returning
from the Mififlippi tesritory, and then to

fay whether a return would not be tmprac-
ticable during this {eflion. He thought
it would, and from this and other reafons
was for ap immediate enquiry.

Mite Birp. L it the intention of gen-
tlemen that the committee, they wifh aj-
pointed, fhall be exclufively guided by thole
documents, which they, as accufers, hold
in their own bands ? Is this their idea of
juftice 2 If it were, he differed widely from
themn.

Not a propofition had been made by gen-
tlemen who defired fuch an enquiry as jus-
tice preferibed, but had been clogged by
the fuggeltion of imaginary difficulties, and
tortured into the moft perverfe meaning.
It was ftrange that gentiemen of . uch ‘ta-
lents fhould afterwandering {o long ratind
a meandery not half an inch in diameter,
come at lafl to the fitaple vefolution, which
appointed a common committee with com-
mon powers. . -He called them common ;
for every committee -appointed. on fueh a
fubjedt have fimilarpawers, -

R lJc was prefminption to fuppofe, as the ar-
guments of gentlemen did fuppéfe; that the

committee about to be appointed will defire

to- exculpate. Winthrop “ Sargents . Was «
itcandid toimply that they ‘would be cor-

rupt ? ,The__{:upfqﬁtion of a denial of juftice

went on_the idéa that they would violate

their duty in fcreening from punilhment a

criminal. S : : ;
+“If the laws are unconftitutional- the .

fore, for thole méatures that provided the
moft immediate and effectual remedy.
Mg. Craisorne. The gentleman from

ings in fuppofing that I would racoil at the
idea of punifhing an innocent mani 1 would
recoil at fuch an idea.. - But the teftimony
upon which I ftand forbids the indulgence
of fuch a, fear
I have convictions.

are before the houfe.
read them.

gent can be punithed unhieard. The com-

us a ftatement of facts ; on which an im-

|peachment may be grounded ; and when
impeached, Winthrop Sargent will be heard
in his defence, and yourmanagers may be
empowered to {end’ for perfons and papets.

et gentlemen, who hefitate on this fub-

jeét, recolle& that a delay of juftice is often
equal to a denial of it. -

ped.
i Serjeant, faid the SPEAKER, fee to that
man.

[ The Serjeant went
took the person outy without resistance,

trate against the Serjeant at arms for ille-

gal confinement.

Though thefe circumftances are ftated
upen, what is deemed by the Editor of the
National Intelligencer, good authority, yet

Mr. Craix wifhed a full enquiry to

Mr. Norr confidered (aswell asecould

f any, importance.
Mpe. Grisworp hoped the words would

her they were ferious in wifhing to fend[not be. ftruck out ; for if they were
for perfonsand papers ? Could they expeél ftruck out the effet would then  belpedients that can only tend to defeat the
to get them during: the {eflion from a coun-jt

b fons or papers.
1 to order. The mainfideas of fome gentlemen.
vellion was not before the houfe. What.Ipet this houfe to be governed by the opi-

hat the committee thould hos fend for per-
He was aftonifhed at the
Could they ex-

South Carclina has done juftice to my feel-lof governor. Sangent.

Before the exhibition of
the documents I had fufpicions ; but now
The unconftitutional
laws, officially. communicated, are proofsiquire, were frivolons, fuch as he could
whofe authority I dare not refifts© They
Any member may
Ideny, purfuing the courfe
we wifh to purfue, that Winthrop Sar-

mittee, after folemn enquiry, will report to

Mr. Claiborne’s laft words were fcarcely
uttered, when 2 perfon in the gallery clap-

into the gallery and

We understand that he awas: kept in con-
finement by the Serjeant for about two
liours ; in consequence of which, and the
loss of his horse, which ke had fustened to a
shed near the Gapitol, and which was not
to be found swhen he was released, he that
very day obtained a warrant from a Magis-

committee will {fay fo, But having done
this, there remains a ‘duty fill “more -im-
portant, = They mult @6 into the inten:ions
How could they
be afcertained but by that compreheniive
inveitigation that- would be derived from
examining, petfons and papers.  Why then
deny this authority in the firft inftance,
when it will" vltimately be neceffary ?
The. ideas on whichi it was oppofed, fuch
Jas the diftance and the ‘time it would re-

neither admit as reafons, or-argue from
as premifesy "1 v o

Mr. Ravporrn. The gentlemdn who
has' juft fet down, has impeached with
unwarrantable acrimony, the purity of our -
motives and our candor, becaule we dif-
fer from him on the courfe proper to be
taken on this fubject.  Mr. i{andolph
was truly forry that the gentleman had
tuffered fuch an accumulation of ranconr
to collet in Lis aind, as be had juft pours
ed out upon his fide.of the houfe.  Every
imputation hurtful to a feeling mind had
been lavifhed. >

Since, then, faid Mr. Randolph, “the
gentleman has become the. censor morum
and inquilitor of our hearts, permit me to
draw the outlines of theirs. ;
The. gentleman, after an unbroken fi-
lence during the whole debate, rifes and
tells this houfe, that they have fpent their
time moft fruitlefsly and idly, and that
after wandering for hours round a mean-
der not highf an- inch in diameter, they had
got back to the very point from which
they had flarted.  Did that gentleman
recollet that the half inch meander, of
which he fpoke, defignated the unde:ftand-
ing of thofe with whom he aéted, who
perpetually moving in a eircle, ‘after. all
their labors, arrived at the point from
which they firlt fet out ? '

Inftead of uniting withusin an enquiry
into thofe ferious charges you have heard,
inftead of aiding us with their talents, in-
ftead of performing their duty, géntlemen
fatisfy themfelves with holding up before
us a ‘mere ignis fatuus.  Under tlie idea of
defiring a fubftantial inveftigation, they
are converting us intoa jury on life and
death 5 and they will not fuffer ue to take
a fingle ftep to bring a criminal to juftice,
without previoufly poffefling the moft in-
controvertible proofs of his guilt. It is
i vain that we anfwer that we are an in-
itiating body, and that our prefent mea-
fures lead to that ftage of the bufinels, in
which legal teflimony will be required,
ftill, deaf to our reafons, they cull up ex-

mealure, and have the boldnefs to tell ug
that we are moving in that very meander
which they themf{elves occupy.

Gentlemen on this fubjet ave ynufually




