
dent had Seen the laws, that viol ited ttii
constitution,and oppreliedthe pi
o.jt cheeking the officer, who had uSe,-
pcd unconstitutional power, and exercifec
flagrant oppreffion.

The gentlemenfrom South Ciroli
called the charges contained in the
tionsmereaifertions. Mr. Davi
truth of theremark. Then
made that was n<

-houfe th'it he had laid hold of the threads
of a confpiracy, he might have been charg-
ed with making mere afiertions.

Mr. Davit was notacquainted wil.er.riy character of Winthrop
But he was acquainted, which was more
material, with his late andprcfent i
ter. He did know that in his rcci
tions he had exhibited the character of aj
tyrant. It was very probable that
he was' corrupted by power he was a vir-
tuous man. But with him, as with many
othermen, no Sooner had he
than he aSfumed the charactei
rant, an] oppre.Ted thoSewhom he had been

i to protect.
Mr. D-e but little for the pre-

sent Sate of his motion ; for let the houfe
it wouldon this day, a pre

B would Soon be had. The reign ol
terror in this country would Soon reach
its <

Mr. Macon. The Subject already re-
ferred does not embrace the contents oS this
reSolntion. The memorial from the Houfi
of Representatives of th Miffillippi ter-
ritory only relates to the election for
Wafhington county, and the conduct of
the governor in relation to it: whereas the
charges on which thisrefolution is founded
are numerous and diffimilar.

The fubject had been, laft feffion, in-
troduced at a late day, and had from that
circumftancc been laid afide. He was then
convinced, and itil 1 was convinced, that the
charges arc true. They are fpecifically
State 1 and fupp irted by a reference to their
proofs. Can more be required ? Why not
then refer them ? Will not a committeein-
quifC into their truth ? And Should they
be found untrue will not the committee
fay fo ? A reference prefented the only
Courfe whereby juftice could be done to
thofe who complain, to the country at large,
and to the Individual criminal

It appeared to Mr. Ma.con that it be-
Ofime that houfe to be the more attentive
to thefe charges, as they came Srom a terri-
tory, unreprefe-nted in our federal coun-
cil':.

Gentlemin fay, impeach this officer, if
guilty. Could t! .-re be a more*appropriate

of leading to this effect, than by the
itment ofa committee, on wh

of facts the houfe would
iie juStified in act. This had b< 1.1 the uniform mode. It trail

iractifcd in the cafe of the failure of
the Weft-rn expedition under St.. Clair.: 1 .been appoii

into the fubject ; though he granted
that ! it the word

'to on this occa
'del.

lore common than to
\u25a0 tt.ee, and then give themms; thi«rrefolution was no-

But we are told from all quar-
tnnot pafs the refolution

Withou he charges and Staining
It was

"not So. G«ntlemenWeremiftaken. Are-
no opinion, other than

that a fubject may be better investigated by-
El: committee than by this houfe.

Mr. Harpi:? afked whether it was
.in.

I that it was.
n move to ftrike

out the whole of the preamble,and fo much
of the refolution that follow-, as tomake

yjli not
) '; that a Committee be

appointed to enquire into the official con-
it, which frtall bs
Sons, papers, and

records."
Mr, Harper declared his object was to

t an impeachme overnor
it, if he appeared oh invefti

to be
130 ? :i. faid he admired the oil-

man from MaSfa-
crHlfed B rofe to afk the Spea-

\u25a0 ndmerrt was in order.
The SPEAKER Said it was in order.

' Mr. F,i;':r,:e»rov. I hold in my hands
\u25a0the houfe, where T findied th it a motion for commitment Shall pre.

r.la !\u25a0? all rtt.
cr Some hesitation.

Said it certainly was fa.
ledge faid gentlemen all Seem

ed to a to the effeftce of the cafe,

the in'l 'nee referred to by the gentleman
lly hi point, and

i.lt him. In tl
had been appointed barely to

c into the caufes of the Wef-
tern expedition. The re-Solution had not

d by a long preamble ; it had
not afefibed motives ofcowardice, 01

enfible motives to general St. CI dr.
The Subject Seemed to be c i

the rules of the houfe. lit; approved the
iccommendedby his colleague ; and

\u25a0 purpofe of attaining that he would
move theprevious queftion.

The previous queftionwas then put, viz.
:?? Shall the main queftion be now put I"

Which palfed in the negative?Ayes
:35. Noes 48.

Mr. Ha Hi'Kit then moved to Strike out
the preamble.

Mr. Macon moved a postponement of
the queftion till to-m»rrow?Motion loft.

Mr. KITCHELL moved an adjournment
Mr. Tiiatchkn. If we adjourn till

to-morrow, when we meet then, whal will
ftion before the houfe ? We .have]

1 thatthe main queftion fhall not be
put. Cad that then be th< queftion I
Where will it be? Where fhall we find it?

Mr. H.vrtPAK called to order ; on a mo-
tion to adjourn there could he no debate.

Motion Sor adjournment loft.
Mr. Davis moved a commitment of the

amendment to a Select committee.
The Speaker declared the motion not

in order.
Mr. Dknt afked iS it was not in order!

to commit the motions of both the gentle-
men from Kentucky and South Carolina to
a committee.

Tin; Si'Kakkr faid a vote on the main
queftion had juft been put.

Mr., ECGLESTON Said thevote had been
on theprevious queftion, and not the main
one.

The Si'EAKKH acknowledged that it
was fo, but declared the propositionof Mr.
Dent out of order.

The queftion was taken on Striking out
the preamble, and carried, 48 members
riling in the affirmative.

Mr . HarpEit then moved to amend the
concluding refolution movedby Mr. Davis,
by Striking it out, and introducing in its
room the motion already ftatcd as made by
Mr. Harper.

Mr. Randolph deSired to know, whe-
ther it was in-order tomove an amendment
to the amendment of the gentleman
from South Carolina.

The Spkakki! faidit was in order.
Mr. Randolph then moved the refer-

ence to the committee of the laws, docu-
ments, and other papers accompanying
them.

The Speaker faid that appearedto him
to be the amount of the originalrefolution.

Mr. Randolph replied that the original
refolution was for the tranfmiluonof them
to the'Prefident.

The SpEAKER acknowledged that itwas
So ; and Stated the motion of Mr. Ran-
dolph.

Mr. Champlin thought the motion out
of order?

Mr. HaRPEH roSe to call the gentleman
to order. The Speaker had already decided
the motion to be in order.

The SPEAKER again pronounced the
motion to be in order.

AdeSultory debate en Sued between Mr.
Randolph, Mr. Qrifwold, Mr. Harper and
Mr. Nott.

Mr. Harper's motion under considera-
tion :

frooi.PH would Say, however ha-
remark, that the houfehad ne-

ore idly employed than on this
11 thegentlemen,who have Spoken
originalreSolution oSthe gentle-
?Centucky, Say they are agreed
dug, Wut they diSpute with tena-
node that we point out for ac-; it. Whichever way we pro-
ingenuity meets us at every

bus they ftrive to baffle every.. .ioSe. object is a Sair and full in-
<tion.

Mr. Randolph thought the direct point
Should be directlyaimed at. The committee
propoSed to be appointed by the gentleman
Srom S. Carolina, uninftructed as to what
charges theyare to investigate,mayheasblind
as thegentlementhemSelveswho hadSpoken.
I fe hoped, therefore, the houfe would com-
pel them to take them into view.

Mr. RuTLEDGE was in this Stage oS the
bufinefs oppofed to the amendment of the
gentlem an from Virginia, though he had
no objection to agree to it, after the
motion of the gentleman from South Caro-
lina was agreed to.

Mr. Davi.v appealed to gentli
tlt'i" they were Serious in willi'mg to fend
for perfonsand papers? Could the) \u25a0\u25a0

them during the feffion from a coun-
try 1700 miles off?
The SpKAKEH CalUd to order. The

n was not befort the houfe. What-j

..as Said unfit be on the U
Then fay nothing

about it, »nd let down.
Thequettum on Mr. Randolph's motion

was then put and loft?Ayes 29.
Mr. Claiborne moved to Strike out oS

itionmadeby Mr. I harper, the words,
?' to send for p T.sohs, its and pa-
pers." His motivewas dictated by a i
toobtain Speedy juftice for this oppreffcd

The neceffary proofs were before
the houfe. If the committee were tiedup
from making a report until a iiiell'age had

0, and returned from, the Mif-
fiuippi territory,he ShoulddeSpairof juftice

nan. The committee may
certainly immediately inquire into the fub-

and from the documents that would
Edbefore them, they wouldbe able

to act with effect without much delay or
great expence. To teft the Sincerity of
gentlemen he moved to Strike out thole
words.

Mr. Harper Said that the motioncar-
ried -,m implication that his friend Srom

(Tee would not be willing to allow ;
either that a criminal might elcape unpun-
ished, or-an innocent man be punifhed.
Suppbfe the committee think the charge:
insufficient for the object of removal or
impeachment, and yet art- ofopinion that
they are fufficient to jltftify ftrong fufpici-
on and prefumption ofguilt ; would it noi
be ihlirable to invelt them with the right
of making further enquiry ? SUppol
the other hand, that the charges appear to
them true, had not theexperience of ages
juftified the proriety of the maxim Mudi
alteram partem ? How can this dilemmabe
fuunountedbutby impartingtothe commit*

IJ the powers requiredSor making afull
and fair enquiry ? Unlefs this be done yen
may convict the governor without testimo-
ny, or difmifs him, though you think
him criminal.

Mr. SmiLIE. If extortion has been
practifed by Winthrop Sargent, if uncon-
stitutional laws have been pafTed, it is the
duty of Congrefs tointerpoSeits authority,
and redreSs thefe great evils. In Such
caSes delaysare dangerous. He was, there-
Sore, Sor thefe meuhires that provifi.
moft immediate and effectual remedy.

Mn. Claiborne. The gentlemanfrom
South Carolina has done jufticeto my feel-
ings in fuppoling that I would racoilatthe
idea ofpuniSliing an innocent man. 1 would
recoil at fuch an idea. But the teftimony
upon -which I ftand forbids the indulgence
of fuch a, fear. Before the exhibition of
the documents I had fufpicions ; but now
I have convictions. The unconstitutional
laws, officially communicated, are proofs
whole authority I dare not refift. They
are before the houfe. Any member may
read them. I deny, purfuing the cou'rfe
we wifh to purSue, that Winthrop Sar-
gent canbe puniShed unheard. Th.* com-
mittee, after Solemn enquiry, will report to
us a Statement of facts ; on which an im-
peachment m?y be grounded ; and when
impeached, Winthrop Sargent will be heard
in his defence, and your managers maybe
empowered to Send Sorpeifons and papers.
Let gentlemen,who hciitatc on this fub-
ject, recollect that a delayof juftice is often
equal to a denial of it.

Mr. Claiborne's laft wordswere fctrcely
uttered, when a perfon in the gallery clap-
ped.

Serjeant, Said the SPEAKER,fee to that
man.

[TheSerjeant went into the gallery and
took the person out, without re

We understand that he was kept in con-
\fnement by the Serjeant for abdlit two
\hours ; in consequence iff which, and the
loss of his horse, which he hadj.
shed near the Capitol, and which was not
to befound when he was released, he that
very day obtaineda warrantfrom a Magis-
trate against the Serjeant at armsfor ille-
gal confinement.

Though thefe circumftances are ftated
upen, what is deemedby the Editor of the
National Intelligencer,good authority, yet
he declines a reSponfibility Sor their accu-
racy.]

Mil. Craik wifhed a full enquiry to
be made, and ofcourfe thought the com-
mittee ought to be empowered to Send
for perfoiis and paper*. This meaSure, in
his opinion, So far from evidencingan in-
dilpoSitioti to meet the fubject-, was the
Strongeft evidenceof the Sincerity and ad-
herence to juftice of thofe who Supported

Mr. Nott confidered(«j.*w*7/<M»(
hear him) the point in difpute as of little,

iS any, importance.
Mr. Criswoi.d hoped the wordswould

not be Struck out ; for if they were
Struck out the effect would then be
that the committeeShould hotfend forper-
fons or pap***. He was aStoniShed at th<
ideas of fome gentlemen. Could they ex-
pect this honk to be governed !>v theopi-j

iij -ii of my 0v.2 mem i:r who eil-
that in his opinion certain fccts exift that
criminate a high pul/.ic officer ? If the
documents are thus decifive, thecommitteefarther. If not decifive, fiiall
they fubftitute the opinionof the gentleman
from Tenneffec in the place of their own

'ions? He hoped not. If gen tier en
are Serious in theexpreffion of their withes
for a fair enquiry, let them give the com-
mittee full powers.

Mr. Macon afkedgentlemen in Savor
of retaining tbefe words, to confider. the
diStar.eeto which they W< uld have to fend,
which \/as 170(1 miles, and to calculate
the time occupied in going and returning
from the Mi'lillippi territory, and then to
Say whether a return would not be imprac-
ticable during this f fuon. He thought
it would, and from this and other realons
was for an immediateenquiry.

Mr. Bikd. 1j it the intention of gen-
tlemen that the committee, the*/ wifh at.
pointed, fhall be exclufivelyguidedby thole-
documents, which they, as accufers, hold
in theirown hands ? Is this their idea of
juftice ? If it were, he differedwidely from
them.

Not apropoGtion lad been madeby gen-
tlemen who defiro i inch an enquiry as jus-
tice pre Scribed, be. t had been clogged "by
the luggeftion of imaginary difficulties, and
tortured into the moll perverSe meaning.
It was Strange that gentic men oS- uch ta-
lents Should aft&r'wandering foloHgrcnird
a nu-eiider, not half an inch in diameter,
come at laft to the Simple Pefolution, whichappointed acommon committee with com-
mon powers. He called them common ;
for every committee appointed on Such a,
fubject have iimiLu po*er.«., It was preSumptioii to fuppofe, -as the ar-
gumentsoi gentlemen didfuppcfe, that the
committeeabout to be appointedwill drfire
to exculpate Winthrop Sargent* Was
itcandid to imply thatthey would lie cor-
rupt ? The fuppofition ofa denial of juftice
went on the idea that they would violate
theirduty in Screening from punilfiment a
criminal.

If the laws arc unconstitutional the
committee wd'l Say So, But having done
this, there remains a duty Still more im-
portant. They muft go into the inten ions
of* governor Sargent. Slow could they
be afcertaincd but by that comprehendv;

inveftigation that would be derived from
examining, perfons andpapers. Why then
deny this authority in the in ft inftance,
when it will ultimately be necelTary ?
The. ideas on which it was oppofed, Such
as the diftance and the time it would re-
quire, were frivolous, fuch as he could
neither admit as reafons, or argue from
'as premiSes.

Mr. Randolph. The gentleman who
has' juft let down, has impeached with
unwarrantable acrimony, the purity of our,
motives and our candor, becaufe we dif-
fer from him on 'he courfe proper to he
taken on this fubject. Mr. Randolph
was truly Sorry that the n had
Suffered Such an accumulation of reiicour
to collect in his mind, juft pour-
ed out upon his fide.of the houSe. Every

ation hurtful to a feeling mind had
lavished.

Since, then, faid Mr. Randolph, "the
gentli man has become the censor nwrum
aihl inquHitor of our hearts', permit me to
draw the out lines of theirs.

The gentleman, after an unbroken fi-
luring the whole debate, riSes and

t their
fruitlefsry and idly, and that

after w : i hours round a mean-
il hajfati\u25a0 inch in diameter, they had

very point from which
they had Started. Did that gentleman
recollect that the half inch meander, of
which he Spoke, defignafed the understand-ing of thofe with whom he acted, whotually moving in a circle, after all
their labors, arrived at the point fromwhich they firft fit out ?

Inftead of uniting with us in an enquiry
into thole fence you have heard,
inftead of aiding us with their talents, in-ftead of performingtheir duty, gentlemen
fatisfy themfelves with holding up before
us a mere ignisfatuus. Under the idea ofdefiling a Substantial investigation, they

1 into a jury on life and
death ; and they will not feffier us to take
a Single Hep to bring a criminal to'juftice,

Lit previoullypoSfeffing the hioft in-
controvertible proofs of his guilt, It is
m vain that we anfwer that \,e an an in-
itiating body, and that our prefent mea-sures lead to that Stage of the bufirj
whii h legal t,- ftimony will be required.
Still, deaf to our reafons, the) i ..H ?.pedients thatcan only tend to defe:
meafure, and h.ivc the holdiuf, to tell us
that we are moving in that very meander
which they themfdves o< < upy.

Gentlemenon thi


