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CONSIDERATIONS

On ‘the Government of the TERRITORY of

Corumsia.

ND- IIIJ

The firft enquiry which will prefent itfelf]

in conlidering the govermment of the Ter-
ritory of Columbia in relation to its local
concerns, is whether the, Federal Govern-
ment ought to exercife it by its general
depofitaries of legiflative, executive, and
judicial authorities ; or whether a fpecial,
iubordinate, legiflative, executive, and ju-
dicial authority, ought to be created for
that purpofe.

Two obiedlions occur againft the exer-
cife of legiflative, executive, and judicial
authority, over the Territory of Columbia,
by the ordinary depofitaries of thefe autio-
rities, in the Federal government.

It will be attended with great difficulty in
the execution. No policy can be worfe
than to mingle great .and small concerns.
T'he Tatter become abforbed in the former ;
are. neglected and forgotten, The legifla-
tive mind, applying its power to the regula-
tion of great national objects, is not in a
ftate to,r:ga_rd with propes. attention the
minute neceflities of a town, a City, or a
Diftrict, - The inftitution of lecal legifla-
tions for domeftic purpofes is peculiar to
America ; and is the greatelt improvement
which has been made in the {cience of go-
wernmient in modern ages.  Liberty can
never be well fecured in a very fmall ftate.
Seme more powerful nation by force or
frand {ubverts it. . The liberty and auto-
cracy of America depend ow* the preferva-
tion of a great and powerful empire on this
Continent ; capable of concentrating its
energies, and dire@ing  them by a fingle
mipulfe.  But the great objetion to infti-
tuting fuch a government has been that it
cannot weli be republican.  Montefquicu
has almoft obtained for this idea, by the
force of his erudition and ecloquence, the
authority of a maxim. But the inflitution
of fubordinate legiflations, fuch as. are
found in the Federal Government, removes
the objeltions. Thefe are.the nurferics of
talent, and Pof courage ; and keep alive in
the great body of the people the habits of
republicanifm. Thefe anfwer the purpofe
of Guardians, and of Cenfors.. Thefe keep
off tyranny abroad, and tyranpy at home.
In the midit of danger and revolution, they
auard againft the evils of anarchy ; which
hiss always afforded the firft flep for the ty-
Fant to mount in the ladder. of ambition.
HHad France poffeflfed any inflitutions of
+his nature, we fhould not have feen in that
country, four fucceffive conftitutions, each
the bloody viftim of the other, in the fame
period that one has anfwered for this coun-
Y.

Independent of the difficulty of execu-
tiony another obje@ion arifes which deferves
attentions Tt will impair the dignity of]
the national. legiflative, executive, and
indicial authorities;y to be occupied with all
thelaeal concerns of the Territory of Co-
hmbia,

The only. remedy for thefe evils is to
creX a fubordinate autbority for each of]
thele powers.  Let us begin with the legis-
lative. .

Purfuing the conftitutions of the United
States, and of the individual ftates, in
{ome meafure, as models 5 let the legifla-
tive power be confided to two houfes, onc
to be termed the Senate, the other the
Affembly, and both together the Legifla-
ture.

Until the territory fhall have attained
a population of thirty thoufand, let the
number of members in the firft be eight,
i the fecond twenty.  After ithas attain-
=d a population of thirty thoufand, let the
permanent: numbers: be fixteen and  for-
t’h

From fo numerous a legiflature, an am-
ple knowledge might be expeéied, of all
the various interefts in the Territory ~of]
Colnnbia ; and a wife, fteady, and impar-
tial. regulation of its local concerns would
refult, ;

A legifiature fo numerous, “und probably
fo abie as this would be, would fupercede
th= neceflity of any corporate and inferior
inftitutions within the Territory..

Let the Senators be elected out of
citizéne of  the United States, bora fide
srefident in the territory of Columbia, by

sthe inhabitants of - the territory ‘at large,
without regard to diftyicts. Letdhe Se-
tnote ba divided ints fourclafles ; and the

ofents of oue evpire unnually.

Let the Aflemllv.men be elefted out
of cifizens of the United States, bona fide
relident within fhe %reitory of Coltnubia;

and bona fide refident within fome parti-
cular diftriét thereof, by whofe inhabitants
they are chofen ; and let them hold their
feats for one year, ' ;

Let the legiflatore meet at two flated
times in every year in the city of Walhing-
ton. A frequency of meetings will b:
aeceffary, as attention muflt be conftantly
tive ; and as the members will prabably

private concernse A few days will be
tufficient for a feflion, if the periods re-
cur often.

We come now to the executive au-
thority.  Let this be velted in a governor.
Let the governor be nominated by the
Piefideit of the United States, and by
and with the advice and confent of the
fenate of the United States, uppointed and
commiffioned by him.

Let him ‘e a citizen of the United
States, bona fide refident within the ter-
ritery of Columbia.

et him have the power of nominating,
and by and with the advice and confent
of the fenate of the territery, of appoint-
ing and commiflioning all executive and
judicial officers of the teriitory of Colum-
bia.

Let him have the power of removing
Al fuch officers at pleafure’; and let bim-
{elf be removable at the pleafure of the
Prefident of the United States.

Let the povernor have a qualified veto
on the acts of the legiflature, as in the
conftitution of the United States ; and
let the congrefs of the United States re-
tain the rightto repeal any law pafled in
the territory, and to prefcribe or make
any regulation refpe®ing the territory,
at their pleafure.

The confequence of this fyltem would
be, -that in matters purely local, the fede-
ral government would feldom interpofe ;
and in matters of national moment their
authority would be fovereign and undi-
minifhed.

It remains to confider the jadicial au-
thority,

Let there be a court of juftice for the
territory, to be termed the general court,
to fit in the city of Wafhington, and to
poflefs original common law and eguitable
juritdiction without limitation, fubjec to
appeals in all cafes, direétly to the fupreme
court. of the United States. i

Let there be appointed a limited nums.
ber of aldermen in thé city of Walhington,
in the town of Alexandriay and in the cor-
porate limits of George town. Let
there be appointed a limited number of]
|justices for the country North of the Pa-
towmac ; and a limited number for the
country South of the Patowmac.

Let each alderman and juftice have au-
thority to render judgments in all contro-
verfies, where the debt or damage does
not exceed one hundred dollars: and for
the finding of faéls, and afcertainment of|
damage, let him be attended by a jury of!
fix freeholders.

Let an appeal lie in all cafes from the
judgement of an alderman or juftice, both
on the lgw, and on the fact,to the general
court of the territory direily.

T'hig fyftem brings juftice home to the
door of cvcryc}f}zen. It gives uniformity
to the whole Territory. Thofe who do
not perfonally Inow the jurifprudence of
both Virginia and Maryland, cannot ima-
gine the wide difference which exilts be-
tween them.

different. I one is entitled to a prefer-
ence over the other, it is ftill better to de-
fert both, than to attempt to introduce the
one as a fubftitute for the other.

The fame motive which operated in fub-
mitting the form of an inftrument in the
fecond number, will plead my apology for
adopting the fame courfe in this, It would
not be rendering juftice to the fubjed, it
would not notte demonftrating fo incon-
trovertibly the facility of carrying into im-
mediate operation. a plan of this natire,
unlefs a detail of fome kind is prefented.
No other mode fo well enables the mind to
form a judgment with promptitude and
precifion.

It will be remembered, however, that
various provifions, on fubjeéts totally pre-
termitted here, will require attention here-
after, when the fyftem is in operation.  To
aim at correétnefs and nicety ; to embrace
every point and to leave nothing unfinifhed
has been as far from the intention, as itis

|from the talents, of the author of thefe

confiderations. In the practical exemplifi-
cation of any fyftem, whofe outlines are
well defined, affairs generally "fall into a
natural train, and as it were regulate
themf{elves, *The orgamzation once made;
the Territory of Columbia will experience,
no further anarchy or confufion: but wil|
advance, in the carcer of glory, with firm
and fteady ft=ps, at the front of that confe.
derncy, whofe colle@ed ftatefmen thie re-

be_able® fpend but little time from their|

If they are both good, it is!
a fufficient objection to them that they are during the watering ; but a gale from the

ceides mto her bofom, andreturns to con-
vey her fcience and hier arts, her wifdom:
and her polifli, to the remoteft corners of]
this wide-fpreading empires  Supported by
the firm and {olid pil/ars of the State Go-
vernmients, fhe crowng,with a light majeilic
Jignity,the dome of the edifice. With great-
er jultice may it receive the infaription of
the Louvre at Paris,
“ Non orbis, talem gentem ; nulla gens,
parem urbem, habet.” :
EPAMINONDAS,
City of Wa.whiﬂgtan,%

December 22d, 1800.
e (D —
LONDON Oéober 26.
OF THE ENGLISH FLEET.

The mind receives, with a degree of in-
credulity, accounts it wiflies to believe un-
true. ~ 'We heard that an unfuceefsful at-
tempt Liad been made by our troops on
Cadiz ; but conceivy, : that, benefitting by
the expericnce we had fo dearly purchafcci
we fhould avoid further difafters :-—that
the yet fiefh recolle€tion of Holland and
of Ferrol, would have removed every pol-
{ible caufe of mifcarriage, and that en-
creafed difcredit would not, by elating’the
eniemy,. augment the danger our gallant
(oldiers muft have to contend with when
they come to aftion.—We would not
credit the account, till we yefterday re-
ceived Tetters from the flect and army.
dated the 21th of Septembers, and 2d and
7th infl. from which the following pain-
fullly inportant particulars are extrat-
ed.

On the 13th of September, Lord Keith,
accompanied by Sir Ralph Abercromby,
and 10,000 of as brave fellows as the
world can boaft, arrived from Minorca at
Gibraltar.—The return of this army was
unexpeéted, and the contignons coaft of]
Spain defencelefs ; but the alarm created
by the intelligence was accompanied by
preparations, and troops began to colleé{
from various quarters to Cadiz, and to the
linesand fortrefles at St. Roche. On the
18th, the Spaniards moored in the Pontal
fix fail of the line and a frigate, with
fprings on their cables, in fuch a manner
as to form a powerful proteion to the
carrakas and the dock-yard ; and difmant-
ling thefe fhips, fent half their crews into
guni-velels, and to aflift at the batteries.
On the fame evening Sir R. Bickerton,
who with about fix fail of the line hod
effe@ually blockaded Cadiz, fell mn  with
Sir J« M. Pulteney and 15,000 1men, not
inferior to the others, and informing him
of the progrels of preparation at Cadiz,
urged his ftay, whilt hé, the Admiral,
difpatched a frigate to Gibraltar to ap-
prize Lord Keith and Sir Ralph Aber-
crombie : but the General's orders were
peremptory, and he proceeded to Gibraltar,
lv)vhere: he arrived onthe 19th of Septein-
ere

The Rock be'tg unable to fupply the
neceflary quantity of waters to this en-
creafed number of perfons, 70 of the troops
fhips were fent to the Bay of ‘Letuan,
14 lengues diftant, sbout half way o
which, pafling Ceuta, a Spanifh poft which
had refifted feveral fieges, the garrifon
was {o weak that it is ftated they only
waited a fummons to furrenders At Tetu-
an a body of troops were landed to pre-
vent all communication with the Moors

welt having driven mioft of our fleet Far
into the Mediterranean, it ‘was the 6th
of the prefent. month befare we were iu
a ftate to make the purpoled attack on
Cadiz.

*The arrangements being made to land

carrying thofe pofls, to take the fort o
St. ~Catherine'’s, by which the dcet would
be enabled to get to the N. W. fide of]
the bay and co-operate with the army, and
800 foldiers got it the boats for that
vurpofe ; but when the general faw that
the boats were not competént to take a
greater number at one time, conceiving
that they were not equal to the objeél
to be ‘accomplifhed, the undertaking was
relinquifhed, and the fleet and Ariny or-
dered to proceed to Tetuan, from whenee
our Letters exprefs u belief that they arc
to go to Leghorn.

Affured by authoritics, in_which we
place much confidence, that Cadiz 'could
have heen carvied ‘the beginning of Il
month, by 3,000 men, and apprifed o
the infinite importance of fuch an acqui
fition, we cannot enough lament the de-
lay and univerfal notification of attack.
to which we have to attribute our failur.
and difgrace.

The impotfivility of d-riving fuccour
1t Gibraltar and  the difiiculty of gettg
from thenée, which on account of e

between Rota and St. Luocars, and after|

~feut Baws. 56,28 and 14lh. lron weights.

"

ed with a Dreeze at Faft, renders that
place peculiarly ineligible as a rendevous
for an enterprize to the weltward, 1t
is alike painful and extraordinary, that
the pianners of this expedition, know-
ing, thatit was to comprize 25,000 men,
& the importance of debarking at once
as many as poflible, did not provide the
means to land wore than 3,000; and
that the Otlicers who directed it did not
know, till the men were actually in the
boats, that thefe boats ceuld not con-

|tain: a futlicient number of troops to af-

ford @ probability of fuccels,

CONV EY ANGER'S OrFFICE.
'I‘HOM:\S HERTY has opened an office a few
yurds from the Cariror, on the New Jer-
iey avenue, whete he will attend daily til 3
o'cdock during the ditting of Congrels, and
in the af ernoon, at b ofiice oppofite the Lit-
TLE Hoter--Conveyances of land, wills, mort-
gages, lcales, aflignments, copertnerfhip deeds «nd
diffolutions, marriage lettlenients and feparations,
letters of licenice and compolicion, bills of fale of
vellels, flaves, and other chatteis, bonds of con-
veyance, and other boods, powers of atrorney,
awards, manumiflions, partitions, exchanges,
petitions, annuities, post obits, feamen’s wills and
powers, amdd  all other nttruinents  in  the
above line, are dtawn uccerding te the Jegal
hport of the faine refpe@ively, with the utmoit
punétuality, accuracy, fecrecy, and difpacch, and
Ou moderare terius,
Titles inveltigated,; and opivions given where
neceflary,
N. B. Herty’s Abridgment of the laws of
Maryland, approved and fandtioned by the
Artorney General and Legiflature of Maryland,
may be had at at the above office, poice Six
Doliars ncatly bound and Jettered ; alfo Heriy's
Digett of the Laws of the United States, price
‘Three Dollzrs, neatiy bound and lettered
December 3, 1800,

twif,

JOHN MINCHIN;
BOOT MAKER
From Purravrreria.
ESPECTFULLY acquaints his Frienps,
Cusiomers, and the pubLic, that he has re-
moved his BOUT anp SHOE MANUFACQ-
‘TORY from near the Eaftern Branch, to WNaw
Jerfey Avenue, on the hil, near the C:yitol,
where he niakes Geotlemen's Boots, Boutees,
drefs and undrefs Shoeson the fhorte® notice, in
the neatelt manner, and of the beft materiais,
December 3d- 3tw.

10 JOURNEYMEN SHOEMAKERS.
WANTED, a numberof Journeymen

Shoemakers, to whom conftant employnene
and good wages will be given.

RAN AWAY

ROM the Subfcriber on the 1oth inf Negrp
FIDELIO, well known ubout the City, and
it is thought he is Lurking about }Mrs. Young’s
where he has a wife. I will give a generous re-
ward for having him put in Jail, and One Dollar
for Bogging Lim and bringing him home. All
perfons arc alfo forewarned from erediting any
perfon on my Account, without an-erder from
under my hand, end alfo trom Harbourivg my
Pcople, or permitting them to crofs the Fervies
withont a line from,

JAMES R, DERMOTT,
5t. Elizabeth, Dee. 15, 1800, at

This day is Published anu for- Sile

Br
RAPINE, CONRAD & (Co.
AT TuE WasniNgTOoN Boox S'roma;

Corner of South B, Street and New
Avenue, near the Cu)‘.aital. g
FEW femarks on Mz, Maminton's late
Letter, concerning the Public condvét and
character of the Prefident, price 25 cente

The Breoar Girt and her Benel & rs z
Vols. hy Mrs. Bennet author of Welfh heirefs,
Juvenile indiferetions, Agnes De Courci, and
icllen Countefs of Caftle Howell. price 3 dollars,
neatly bound, J ;

JUST IMPORTED,

IN the fhip Miffouri, via Philadelphia, and
now opening for Sale at the Subfcriber’s Stere an
New- Jerfey Avenue Capital Fall, Square 6go.

A General Affortment of Ironmongery, Cut-
lery, Sadlery, Brafs Wares and Building' Mate-
rials.

Among which are the following Articles.

Iron pots, frying pans, chaffing difhes, Brals,
iron and Japand Candlefticks, patent metal rea
kettles wud fauce pans ; jappaned tea trays, wair
ers and Bread bufkets, {ad irons, wiod ug‘ Jacks,
Sweeping, fcrubbing, hearth and fhoe rufhes 3
Mathematical inftruments, mahogany knife cafce,
filled with ivory hamdled knives and forks, Cruct
ftands, ladies drefling cafes ; mill, pitt and crofs
Aldo
feale beams to weighfrom § te+2 ewt. at aneod.
HENRY INGLE.

November 24th, 1800,

. b ; ‘
0. REN T

A Commodious Two Story lrick “dwelling

houfe on fquare New jo1—-1he lor ix weil
inclofed and hath every neceflary ont houfe; nnd
s very conveniont for & fraall family—ic snay he
cnitered on imtoediately, the terme riade Laowa
and the premifes lhowu‘hpappiyh-g to .
: T BENTANIN MORE.
Waihington, New Yer(ey A vgpne,

ftrang wellern current, can only beeffed
]

December 1y, 1925, ST

Jesgowss™ )



