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power to make a prov<fion, which relts on
the lame principle whereon are founded
nearly one third of the laws in our code
and which cannot be diitmgiulheu, and has
never been attempted to be uiltingu.filed,
trom the fir 11 lection of fhe fame actj the
feClion againft feditious meetings, about
tlic conftitutionality of which a doubt has
never been railed.

We are told, fir, that the people have
fcondemned this act; that the people, as
one gentleman has eloquently eXpreffcd it,
u have declared their diiapprobtttion in a
voice of thunder." Sir, gentlemen de-
ceive themlelve:.. They have indeed tho't

j this realon a good one* and have proved
i that they thought fa by the indtillrywhere-
with they have ufed it. But they greatly ,

. over-rate itb effects, which they mealure
i-lby the erring standard of their own zeal.

. i,et it be remembered, that this aft wjts

-puffed in the fpring ot and in the
. fuinmer and autumn of that year, and the

> fpring of the next, when the clamor Again(l
, this law was frelh and high, the American
nation was called upon toexpfels by a ge-
neral election, its i'er te of the coud'uft ot
its representatives. Let it be remembered,
that the pcrfons who Were inllrumental in
palling tins law, never received higher or
more general proofs of the approbation ailu
confidence of their country, than in this
election. A change, gentlemen lav, has
lince happened. Jt' this change be any
tiling n.ore than apparent, or at moll a
temporary fluctuation in popular fentiment,

, it is owing to far other caules than the fe-
dition aft ; caufes Which need not now be
difcuffed. Suffice it to lay, that this aft
has received the higbefi and molt repeated
proofs of approbation on the part of the

? American nation ; and that, indliftriotifiy
as the clamor againit it has been excited

' and kept up, that clamor has not been ex-
tended beyond certain parts of the country*

We are called on, {if, for tile rtntibrfs
why this act Ihould now be continued. J
will give my reafons nlolt freelv. Whether

, they be the fairie with thofe which aftuate
the cdnduft ol other gentlemen, 1 knotv

' not; bul in mv mind they defcrve all con
(1 deration. 1 Willi to revive tliis law, fir.
as a (hield fot the liberty of the preft and
the freedom of opinion ; as a protection to

lUyfelt and thole with whom 1 have the
ImppineTx and the honor to thitik on pub-
lic affairs, Ihmild We at any future time
be found by the imbecility dr the miftakt!;
of any future adminifhation in this coun-
try, to commence an oppoiition dgainft it;
not a factious, profligate, and unprincipled
op-.->'ifition, founded on fa liehood and mif-
rcprefentatidn, and catching at the paffions
and the prejudices of the moment; but ,a
manlv, dignifi. d, candid and patiiotic op-
pftlition, addrelied to the good fenle and
.virtue of the nation, and refnng on the
? bati* of argument and truth. Should that
time ever arrive, as it may arrive, though

, I eartteftly pray that it may not, I willf to
have this law which allows the truth to be

! given in evidence on indictments for libels;
1 with to have this law as a fiiiekl. Wlifii

. iiY lifted myfelf lor calmly and candidlyex-
. pofing the errors of government and th-
: incapacity of thofe who govern, 1 wifli to
be enabled, by this law, to go before a

. jury of my country, and fay that what 1
; have written is true. I with to interpof-

i this law between the freedom of dilcuffioi .

and the overbearing fway of that tvran-
I uical fpirit, by Which a certain political
airty in this country is aftuated; th .t

. fpirit which arroga.tin<- to itit -1 f to fpei'i-
t i:r the name of the people, like fanati: iiin
arrogat : ng to itfelf to fpeak in the nam

\u25a0 of God, knows neither moderation, mercy
i nor juftice ; regards neither feeling, prin-
ticiplenov right, and fwceps down, with re-
i lentlefs fury, all that dares to deteft it-
> follies, oppofe its progrefs, or refi!t it .
t domination. It is my knowledge of tin.,

t fpirit, fir, of its frantic excefiVs, its un
> feeling tyranny, and . its intolerable re-
- venge, that makes me anxious to raife this

. one mound between its fury and public li-
? bertv ; to put into the hands of free dit
,-f ii(lion, one ftlield againft its darts. This
> 'tiield, I have little doubt, will, at length

. jind perhaps very foon, be torn aw;.y, foi
i -.be l'pirit of which I fpeak, goaded by

tion. A llow fever, fuccetded by a ter-
tian ague, put a period to his life, while
j;.-t in the vigor of manhood.

Innumerable inftanCes of the fame kind
night be cited, to eftablifh the fad\ that
inib;tion-, when not fublerviertt to reafon,
or directed to the general welfare, renders
its pjffeilor unhappy while he lives, and
frequently hurries him to a premature
death. But with the following1 mftance, 1

. 'hall conclude the pre fen t ell'ay ; befeeching
my readers to reprefs that lbaring which
wouldmount to glory or power at the ex-
pence of their own virtue and repofe, and
the happinefs of their fellowcreatures.

Cardinal Wolsey, the favorite andprime
niifi lfcr of Henry VIII. of England, had
long ferved, and but too faithfully, the
kin > his mailer. Under the royal aulpices
he had anafled an imnienfe fortune, and
eclipfed the king himfelf m the magnifi-
cence of his palaces, furniture, and equi-
pages. He was the real fovet eign ofEng-
I ;n.l, and was making every exertion to
jret biinftlf ilectrd to thfc Papal chair,
th.it he might wield the deftinits o*f Eu-
rope. Unfortunately for lvim, he dared t.
crofs the king in a favorite point, and
'found himfelf in an inftant hurled from
the height of power ard affluence, to the
lowed penury and dif>tace. The charm
.vas now broke, and thofe who had before
courted, flattered, and cateiled, with a
very few exceptions, run* defertcd, and

\u25a0 -trayed him. He -Was impeached of high
tre-iloft, and was on his w:; y to ftand hic

.rrd, or rather to receive his fe'ntence,
when he was feized with a difeafe, which
terminated his life.

Shahapeare, in his Henry VIII. has
( \)ppofed the f lien J'/o/scy to be the fpeaker

' the following pertinent and imprellive
lines?

Ferewr!, a Inriir farew-l, to all jVreatnef-- t
this is the date of Man ; today he putsforrh
he tender le ivcs of hope, to morrow blsiio'tis,

And bears his blnfliing honors thick upon hiifi,
T'he thin! day conies a froft, a killing troll,

1 nil nips his root.?l have ventured,
Like little wanton boys thet fwiin on
I'hefe ftialiy Cummers in -a fea of glory,

But far beyo d my reac'i. My htgh blown pridi-,
\t length broke under mc{ allid ilow has left me
Weary and old with fervicK, to the mercy
Of a rude ftream that muft forever hide me !"
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SEDIfJON ACft
Speech of Ma. Hahper concluded.

So much, TVir. Chairm.n, for the ot>-
ireffions Cxercifed under this law,, and for
die objections to its expediency.

As to the queftion of conliitutioijaHty,
,t has been waved by gentlemen very pro-
perly in my opinion; and 1 certainly fhall
not enter into it. The conftitutionality of
the law has been, on many former oeca-
lions, triumphantly eftabldhed by argu-
ments to which not even the femblance of
m anfwer has been given. Indeed, fir, I
have never fo lowly appreciated the under-
-1bindings of thofe who have clamoredabout
the unconftitutionality of this aft, as to
fuppofe that they themi'elves believed in
their objedfions* I hive ever confidered
thofe objections merely as inffruments fot
working on the public mind, as party ex-
pedients for exciting difcontent againft
thofe in power, and paving the way fot
their difmilTal. I have ever conltdered the
conflitutionality of the fedition ad\ as a
mere Halking horfe, behind which to fift'ht
the adminilTration. I believe that it has
dways been fo confidered by thofe who

have ufed it ; by thofe who have moft
ladly grafped, and moft indußrioully

wielded, a weapon whereby they hoped to
'emolilh the power of their political adver-
saries, and open the way for their own.
lence, fir, and hence alone, the odiciis
nithets which, have been heaped upon it,
nd the tales fabricated about oppreffiom
xerciled in the courfe of its eXecutiorw
lence tin*. char#'? had- wu

FROM H'ILMISGfOH MIRROR'

On AMBITION.
Ambition, ora delireof attaining uncon-

trollable power, is the moll unhappy pal-
fmn of the human mind. It admits of n<
gratification from indulgence, but is as
infatiable as death itlelt. OliUiij defcribe?
it accurately, when he lays,

" Ambition is a lull that's never quench-
ed,

Grows more inflamed, and maddens by en-
joyment."

Regardlefsor the happinefs he deftroys or
the oiifery he creates, the mad votaiy oi

ambition proflrates truth, reafon, and jul
tic? before the object ot his adora-ion.
Real and attainable happinefs is lacruiceo
to that which is imaginary. Striding fj om
one degree of elevation to another, Uili
grafpingat fome objett fufpended above his
reach, he is impelled forward without n -

ticing the height to which he is arrived, uil

fome falfe ftep, fome fuddcn whirlwind, or
fome treacherous hand, precipitates iwr.,

from the dizayeminence, into irretrievable
dilgrace and contempt.

Though ambition be not always fatal to
the life, ;t Uniformly 13 lo to the peace oi
thofe 011 whom it operates. Ot this truth,
hiftory, observation, and experience, nuu -
have informed every one, who -attends t-
their intelligence.

Cascir, tne crafty afpiring Cxlar, who
balr'ly fought to enllavc the couutry which
had given him birth and freedom, and con-
verted the arms with winch he had been eri-

trulUd to defend her from foreign aggreill-
pn, into weapons of donieftic ufurpation.
was arretted in his rapid career to abfolut:
control, by the trufty dagger of an in
eenfed freeman.

Alexander, with his invincible phalanx,
\u25a0 Contjuered the whole of the then diicovered
world, and traverledthe Lybian delarts in
fearch of foes to vanquilh.'' His victories
sealed with his foes. He was yet unfatto
witli conq left ; and like a petulant child,
when crofled in its humor, lat himf li down
and wept that he had no more worms to
conquer. Uil ippftinted in h>s favorite put -

fuit, he abandoned himfell to luxury and
intemperance, became the terror and del-
troyer of h s bell friends, and lutlk into a

narrow grave defpiledand hated.
Charles V. of Spain, after having fpent

near 30 years ill the gratification ot his im-
meafurable ambition?wearied with thein-
celTant toils, and fickened v»ith the decep-
tions pleafures it produced, refigned the
trown and fceptre at the age ol 56, to his
foil Philip; and fought for happintis,
where only it can be found, in the bolon
of retirement and practice cfpiety.

Charles I. of England, fcorning to
be bound by law or precedent, drove to ren-
der himfclf perfectly abfolute, and made* the
good of his fubjecls, if any, but a fecon-
?dary motive. His ambitiouscareer was ter-
minated 011 the fcafTold, in purfitance of a
fentence awarded by thofe very people
wiiofe rights he had fought to infringe, and
jvhofe power he had affedled to defpile.

Cromwell, whofe zeal in oppoling the
tyranny of Charles, had been requited by
his grateful citizens with power and honor,
bafely took advantageof that favorable dil-
pofitiow, to raife himfelf to Inpreme con-
trol. Attended by two or three hundred
mercenaries, he with indignity expelledthe
rCprefentatives of the people from the place
of their deliberation, and actually exercised
that arbitrarypower, which he had jutl lent
his monarch to the fcaffold for aspiring to.
His enjoyment of his furreptitioits great-
m-fs, was, however, of fhort duration. Ai.
officer of his, who (till cherifhed the love of
liberty, wrote a pamphlet, entitled u Kil-
ling mi Murder," in which the felf-crcateci
Protedlor was a finking and difguftinj>
chara&er. Crmniuell read it, and was ne-
ver known to fmije after. Conlcious of tin-
treachery and enormity of his conduct
dreading the refentment of an injured
and inlulted people, he was inceffantlv
trembling with fear, and millrufling hi.
in oft intimate friends and faithful lervants.
His mind was in continual peturbation
aynd his body loon caught tire mind's infec
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conicious inferiority, ftimulated to mad-
neis, by the envy of fuperior talents, re-
putation and virtue, knows to brook 110
check upon its rile, no CCD fit re upon its
exec lies ; but I will not iandYion iiiy own
death by my own voice. I will not yield
one barrier to freedom and the right to
opinion, while I can defend it. I regard
this law as luch a barrier, feeble per-

? haps, indeed, and ineffedtual to check the
5 progrefs of that tyrannical fpirit which
, even now can Ftarce reftrain its rage ; but

1 though feeble, yet dear to freedom, and
- never to be abandonedby freedom's friends.

: And in order to keep up this barrier to the,
1 1 lit, I fhall now, while I may, vote for

. the Continuance of that law, which miti-
-1 gates the rigor of the common law in this

\u25a0 refpect, and protects the liberty of the
, preIs and of opinion, by enadting that the

; truth mUy be given in evidence on indict*
(neat ior libels agamlt the government.

LAW OF KENTUCKY.

? An Actfor settling and improving the va»
cunt lands of this comvftnwcalth.

Approved Decembei 20, 1800.
Whereas it is reprefented to this afTein-

bly, that there is Hill in this Hate large
quantities of vacant land which by being
occupied by the citizens thereof, whofe in-
tercfl it may be to hold it, or by any citi-
zens of the United States or foreigners,,
who being th<yV,y encouraged to rifide
thereon, will greatlyadd to the population,
Wealth and confequence of this Hate.

Sec. 1. Be it enactedby the genera! As-
st,nblyoftkis commonwea.'th, That it Ihall
be lawful for any free perfon of the descrip-
tion afbrjlaid* above the age of eighteen
years, to improve, occupy and hold of the
vacant lands afoiefaid, four hundred acres:
provided that he or Die adtually fettles and
refides thereon ; prbvided that no perfon
who now holds any land obtained by certi-
ficate under any adt of the affembly of this
Itate, for encouragingand grantingrelief to
fettlcrs foiith 01 Greenriver, fhall be autho-
rised to appropriate, under tlvs adt, more
tlv.n two hundred acres, in additionto the
quantity he may have acquired under tlifr
laws aforeiaid.

See. 9. Be it further enacted, That
where any perfon fhall hereafter fettle him-
-11 If on any vacant land aforeiaid, he Ihall,
within three months after ftich fettle(Hen t,

. apply to the court of the county in which
fuc.li ft ttlement is made, and upon proving
to them that he has actually made fuch fet«
clement, be entitled ta a certificate for the
quantity ofland to which he maybe entitled
to. under this act, including fuch fettle-
ment in which laid certificate fhall be con-
tained, a fpeciaf location, deftribuiff as ac-
curately as may be the land contemplated
to be included in laid certificate, a dupli-
cate of which faid certif;r*le Ihaii be made
out by the clerk and delivered to the claim-
ant ; who Ihall pay to the laid clerk one
Drilling therefor.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, that
the perfon obtaining fuch certificate, Ihall
within twth-e months after tire date there-
of, upon producing the fame to the regis-
ter of the land oiiice, and paying to the
treafurer at the rate of tw nty dollars per
hundred acres, (hall be entitled to a war-
iant for the fame, in which warrant Ihalt
be contained the location as Specified ui
the certificate, for which warrant the pro-
prietor thi.ll pay to the reg 1Iter twenty-five
cuts.

Sec. 4. And Se it further enacted, that
the laid warrant Ihall be located withih
fix months after the date thereof, with
'the lnrveyor of the ( county in which the
lands may lie in the words of the certifi-

anil Ihall canfe the famd to be fur-
-veyed within twelvemonths thereafter, for
which a patent Ihall ilTue upon paying the
jfus.l tees, as in other ca!t-s.

Sec. 5. And be itfurther enacted, that
\u25a0 no location or furvey which Ihall be made

mi virtue of this a<ft, Hull in its length
\u25a0xceed its breadth more than one-third,

, unlefs interrupted by prior claims only.
Skc. 5. And be it further enacted, That

:i all contefts by fettlers under this act,
-hole who ftrft did actually and bona fieift


