1he National Intelligencer,

WASHINGTON ADVERTISER.

Vor. Lo WASHINGTON CITY, PRINTED BY SAMUEL HARRISON SMITH, NEW-.JERSEY AVENUE, NEAR TH

EC

APITOL.  No. XLV,

Frve 1JoLLS. PER ANNa

“ FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13th, 1801

FROM WILMINGTGN MIRROR.

On AMBITION.

Ambition, ora defire of attaining uncon-
trollable power, is the moft unhappy. pat-
ficn of the human mind. Tt admits of nc
gratification from indulgence, but is as
infatiable as death itlelf.  Otaway deferibes
it accurately, when he fays,

« Ambition is a luft that’s never quench-
ed,
Grows more inflamed, and maddens by en-
joyment.”’

Regardiefs of thie happinefs be deftroys or
the mifery he creates, the mfld votary ol
ambition proftrates truth, reafon, _und jub
tic+ before the obje@ of lis adoration.
Real and attainable happinefs is facrificed
to that which is imaginary. Stridiug fiow
one degree of elevation to :111011}(:1‘, {tli
grafping at fome objeét {ufpended above his
reach, he is impelled for wur(_l without no-
ticing the height to whichi he is ‘_il'er‘Cd, till
fome falfe ftep, fome fudden whirlwind, or
fome  treacherous hand, precipitates him
from the dizay eminence, into irretricvable
difgrgce and confempt.

Though ambition be not always fatal to
the life, it uniformly is fo to the peace of
thofe on whom it operates. Of tlus trutl7,
hiftory, obfervation, and expericnce, muit
have informed every one, who actends to
sheir intslligence.

Casar, tne ceafty afpiring Cafar, who
bafely fought to enilave the country which
had given him birthand freedom, and con-
verted the arms with whichhe had been en-
trufted to defend her from foreign aggreti-
ony into weapons of domeftic ufurpation,
was arrefted in his rapid career to abfolutc
-control, by the trufty dagger of an in
‘genfed freemans

Alexander, with his invincible phalanx,
onquered the whole of the then difcovered
‘world, and traverfed the Lybian defarts in
fearch of foes to vanquifhs His victories
cealed with his foes. He was yet unlated
with conq ieft ; and like a petulant child,
when crofed in its humor, fat himftelidown
and wept that he had no more worids to
conquer.  Rifippointed in his favorite pui=
fuit, he abandoned himfelf to luxury am.i
intemperance, became the terror an.d defs
troyer of his beft friends, and funk inte a
narrow grave defpifed and hated

Charles V. of Spain, after having {pent
near 30 yearsin the gratification of his im-
menfurable ambition—wearied with the in-
ceflant toils, and fickened with the decep-
tious pleafures it produced, refigned the
crown and {ceptre at the age of 56, to h_is
fon Philip; and fought for happineis,
where only it can be found, in. the bofon;
of retirement and practice of picty«

- Charles 1. of lngland, fcorning to
be bound by law or precedent, ftrove to ren-
der himfulf perfeily abfolute, and mada the
good of his fubjeéts, if any, but a fecon-
dary motive. His ambitious carecr was ter-
minated on the {caffold, in purfuance of a
fentence awarded by thofe very people
whofe rights he had fought to infringe; and
whofe power he had affected to delpife.

Cromuwell, whofe zeal in oppofing the
tyranny of Charles, had been requited by
his grateful citizens with power and honor,
bafely took advantage of that favorable dif-
‘pofition, to raife hunfelf to fupreme con-
trol.  Attended by two or three hundred
mercenaries, he with indignity expelled the
reprefentatives of the people from the place
of their deliberation, and aétually exercised
that arbitrary power, which he had juft fent
his monarch to the feaffold for aspiring te.
His enjoyment of his furreptitious great-
nefs, was, however, of fhort duration. A
officer of his, who ftill cherifhed the love of
liberty, wrote a pamphlet, entitled “ Kil-
ting no Murdery” in which the felf-created
Protedtor was a ftriking and difgufting
charatter. Cromwell read it, and was ne-
ver known to fimile after.  Confeious of the

_treachery and enormity of his conduét.
dreading the refentment of an injured
and infulted people, he was inceflantly
trembling with fear, and miltrufting hi:
moft intimate friends and faithful lervants.
His mind was in continual peturbation
and his body foon caught the mind’s infec

tion. A flow fever, fucceeded by a ter-
tian ague, put a period to his life, while
yet in the vigor of manhood.

Innumerable inflances of the fame Kind
might be cited, 1o eftablilh the fa& that
umbition, when not {ublervient to realon,
ordireCted to the general welfare, renders
its pofleflor unbappy while he lives, and
frequéntly hurries him to a premature
death.  But with the following inftance, 1
fhall conclude the prefent effay 5 befeeching
my readers to reprefs that foaring which
would mount to glory or power at the ex-
pence of their own virtue and repofe, and
the happinefs of their fzlfow creatures.

Cordinal Wolsey, the favorite and prime
minifter of Henry VIIL of England, haa
iong ferved, and but too fﬂithfu!ly, the
Kinp his mafter.  Under the royal aufpices
be had amaffed an immenfe fortune, wnd
eclipfed the king himfelf i the mugnifi-
cence of his palaces, furhiture, and coui-
pages.  He was the real fovereign of Eng-
landly and was making every exertion to
ret himfelf clected to the Papal chair,
that he might wield the deftinies df Lo~
rope.  Unfortunately for him, he dared to
crofs the king in a favorite point, and
found himfelf in an inftant bucled from
the height of power and afluence, to the
lowelt penury and difiracé.  The charm
was now broke, and thofe who had before
courted, flattered, and carefled, with a
very few exceptions, now déferted, and
betrayed hime  He was impeached of high
treafon, and was on his woy to ftand hic
crialy or rather to receéive his fentence,
when he was feized with a difeafs, which
rerminated his life.

Shakespeare, in his Henry- VIIT, has
fuppofed the fallen Volsey to be the fpeaker
sf the following pertinent and impreflive
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“ Ferewel, a long farewel, to allmy gre‘ém:ﬁ?
This is the flate of Man ¢ to-day he puts forch
s he tender leaves of hope, to morrow blsffoms,
And bears his blufhing honors thick apon him,
The third day comes a froft, a kiiling irofl,

And nips his root—1 have ventured,

Like little wanton boys thut fwim on bladders,
I'hefe many (uromers in a fea of glory,

But far beyo d my reach. My Nigh-biown pride,
At length broke under me s add dow has left me
Weary and old with fervice, to the mercy

Of arudeftrcam that maft forever hide me !”
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SEDITION ACTs "
Speech of Mr. HarPER concluded,

So much, Mr. Chairman, for the op-
preflions exercifed under this law, and for
he objeétions toits expediency.

As 1o the queltion of conftitutionality,
it has been waved by gentlemen very pro-
perly in my opinion; and L certainly thall
not enter into ite  The conftitutionality of]
the law has beeny, on many former occa-
fions, triumphantly eftavlithed by argu-
ments to which not even the femblance of
an anfwer has been given. Indeed, fr, I
have never fo lowly appreciated the under-
ftandings of thofe who have clamored about
the unconftitutionality of this aé, as to
fuppofe that they themielves believed in
their objections. I have ever confidered
thofe objections merely as infiruments for
working on the public mind, as party ex-|
pedients for execiting difcontent aguinft
thofe in power, and paving the way fo
their difmiffal.  Thave ever confidered the
conftitutionality of the fledition a& as u
mere ftalking horfe, bekind which to fight
the adminifirations I believe that it has
always been fo confidered by thofe who
have ufed it; by thofe who have moft
wladly gralped, and moft induftrioufly
wiclded, a weapon whereby they boped to
temolifh the power of their political advers
Caries, and open the way for their own.
“Tence, fir, and hence alone, the odicus
'pithets which have been heaped upon ity
and the tales fabricated about oppreffions|
ixercifed in the conrfe of its execution.

dence the chargd shax Congreds had o

power to make a provifion, which refts on
the fame principle wlhereon are founded
nearly one third of the laws in our code;
and which canpot be diftinguithed, and has
never béen attempted to be diftinguiiied,
trom the firlt fection of the fame adty the
{tc&ion againit feditious meetings, about,
the conftitutionality of which a doubt has
mever been raifed.

We are told, fir, that the people have
condemned this act; thiae the people, as
one geéntleman has éloquently expreffed it,
*“ bave declared their difapprobation in a
voice of thunder.” Sir, gentlemen de-
ceive themlelves:  They have indeed tho't
this reafon 2 good one; and have proved
that they thought fo by the indaitry whre-
with they have ufed it.  But they greatly
over-rate its effects, which they meature
by the erring ftandard of their own zeal.
et it be remembered, that this adt wes
pufled in the ipring of 1798y and in the
fummer and antumn of that yeary and the
{pring of the next, when the clashor againft
this law was fiefh and high, the American
nation Was called upon to exprels by a ge-
neral eleiion, its ferfe of the couduét ol
its reprefentatives.  Let it be remembered,)
thav the perfons who were inftrumental inf
pafling this law, never weceived higher or
more géncrdl pracfs of thé approbation and)
confidence of their country, than i this
elction. A change, gentlemen fay, has
fince hoppeued. T this change be any
thing more tham dpparent, or at inoft a
tetporary fluctudtion in popular fentiment;
it is owing to far other caufks than the fe-
dition act ; caufes which need not now Be
difeufled.  Suffice it to fuy, that 5 adl
has received the higheft and moft repedted
proofs of approbutioh on the part of the
American nation ; and that, induftrioufly
a¢ the clamor againft it Has been excited
and Keptup, that cladiot has ndt been ex-
tended beyond certain parts of the countrys
We are called on, Of, for tHe reuibns
why this att fhould now be contitnied. 1
will give my reafors nioft freely. W hether
thiey be the funie with thoft which a&tuate
the condudt of other centlemen, 1 khow
not 3 but iy mind they deférve ail con
fideration. - I will to revive this law, fir.
asa fhield fot the liberty of the prefs and
the freedom of apihion ; as a prote&ion to
fyfelf and thofe with whonr I have the
liwppinels and the honor to think on pub-
lic affairs, thould we at any futuve time
be found by the imbecility dr the miftakes
of any tuture adminiftration in this caurs
try, to commence an oppofition dgainft it;
not a faétious, profiizute, and unprincipled
opaofition, founded on falfehood and mit~

({reprefentation, and catching at the pafions

and'the prejodices of the moment ; but a
manly, dignifi: dy condid and patiiotic op-
pofition, addveffed to the good fenfe and
virtue -of the nation, and refting on the
bafis of argunicnt and truth. - Should that
time ever arrive, as it may arrive, though
I earnefily pray that it may not, I wifh to
lave this law which allows the eruth to be
given in evidenee onindictments for libels
I wifh to have this law as a fhield. Whe:
indiQed wyfelf tor calinly and candidly ex-
pofing the errors of government and the
incapacity of thofc who governy T wifh tc|
be epabledy by this law, to go before s
jury of my ceuntry, and fay that what !
have written is true. I wifh to interpof:
this law between the freedom of difcuflion.
and the overbeaving fivay of that tyran.
aical {pirity by which a certain political]
wirty i this country is afluated; thit
fpirit which arrogating to itlelf to fpeal
in the nameof the people, like fanaticifm
arrogating to itfelf to fpesk in the nam
of Gady knows neither moderation, méray
nor juitice 5 repards nzither feeling, prin-
ciple nor right, and fweeps down, with re.
lentle(s fury, all that dares to deted@ its
follies, oppofe its progrefs, or refilt ity
lomination. Tt is my knowledge of thi
foirity fir, of its frantic exceffes; its an
feeling tyranny,. and,its intolerable re-
venge, that makes me anxious to raile this
one mound between its fory and public 1
berty ; to put into the hands of free dit
oufliony one fHield againft its dartse  Thie
fhield, T have little doubt, will, atlength
and pethaps very foon, be torn away, for
}(h’ ipiriv of whick 1 fpeck, goaded by
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confcious inferiority, ftimulated to mad-
nefs, by the envy of fuperior talents, re-
putation and virtue, knows to brook no
chieck upon its ritey no cenfure upon its
excefles : but I will not fan&ion my own
death by my own veices I will not yield
one barrier to freedom and the right to

opinion, while Ican defend ite I regard
this law as {uch a barrier, feeble per-
haps, indeed, and ineffe@ual to check the
progrefs of that tyrannieal {pitit which
even siow can fearce reftrain its rage ; but
though feeble, yet dear to freedom, and
never to beé abandoned by freedom’s friends.
And in order to keep up this barrier to the,
lalty T fhail now, while I may, vote for
the continuance of that law, which miti-
gates the rigor of the conimon law in thia
tefpect, and proteéts the liberty of the
prefs and of opinion, by enadting that the
truth may be given in evidence on indict~
ment tor libels again{t the governiment.

+

——S 1) AT ——

LAW OF KENTUCKY.
it @) e
dn Act for sertling and improving the var
ecant lands of this commenswealth,
} Approved December 20, 1800,
Whereas it is reprefented to this affems=
bly; that there is ftill in this ftate large
quantities of vacant land which by being
oceupied by the citizénsthercof, whefe ine
tereft it miay be to hold it; or by any citi-
zens of the United States or foreigners,
who being ther«'y encouraged to refide
thereony will greatly add to the population,
wealthand confequence of this ftdtes
Sec. o Be it enailed by the general As-
sembly of this commonwealthy That it fhall
be law ful for any free perfon of the deferip-
tion aforefaid, above the age of eighteen
years, to improve, oceupy and hold of the
vacant lands aforefiid; four hundred acres:
provided that be or fhe actually fettlés and
refides thereon; provided that ne perfon
who ttow holds any land obtained by certis
ficate under any act of the aflembly of this
{tate; for encouraging and granting relief to
fertlers foudth of Green river, (hall be autho-
vifed to appropriate, under this aét, more
than two hundred acresy in additien to the
quantity he may have @equired under the
laws aforefaid. : )
Secs 2. Be it further enacted; 'That
where any perfon ihall bhereaften fettle him-
{cif on any vacant land aforefaid, he thail,
within three _months after fuch fectlement,
apply to the court of the county in which
fuch fettlenient is-made; and upon proving
to them that he has actually made fuch feta
rlement, be entitled ta a certificate for the
quantity of land to which he miay be entitled
to, under this a@, inclyding fuch fettle-
ment in which faid certificate fhall be cone
rained, a fpecial locationy defirivlig as ac-
curately as inay be the land conteinplated
to be included in faid certificate, a dupli-
cate of which faid certificie fhall bé made
out by the clerk and delivered to the craime
ant; who fliall_pay to the f{aid ¢clerk one
thilling therefor. ;
Sec. 3o dnd be it further enacted, that
the perfon obtaining fuch certificate, fhall
within twelve months after the didte there-
of, upon producing thé fime to the regif-
ter of the land office, and paying to the
treafurcr at the rate of twenty dollars per

thundred ‘acres, fhall be entitled 10 a war-

rant for the fame, in which warrant fhall
be contzined the location as fpecified i
the certificate, for which wairant the pre-
vrictor thall pay to the regitter twenty-five
entse

Sece 4. nd be it further enactedy that
the faid warrant fhall be locared withih
fix months after the date thereof, with
the {furveyor of the county in which the
tands may le in the worlls of the certifi-
ate, and fhall caufe the famé to be fur-
veyed within twelve months thereafter, fox.
which a patvent {hall iffue upon’ paying the
afual feesy as inoother cafess
| Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, that
no location or furvey which fhall be made
m virtue of this act, fhall in its length
sxceed its breadth more than one-third,
unlefs interrupted by prior claims only.

Skc. 8. And be it fwrther enacted, That
i all contefts by fettlers under this ady
shofe who firft did vétually and bona fide
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