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An ACT to provide for the more convenient
organization of the Courts of the Unitex

States.

Section 1. BE it enacted by the Senate
and House of Representatives of the Um'ted
States of Americay in Gongress assembled,

. "I'hat from and after the next feflion of the
fupreme court of the United States, the
faid court fhall be holden by the juftices
thereof, or any four of them, at the city
of Wafhington, and fhali have two fcf-
fions in each and every year thereafter, to
commence on the firlt Monday of June

and December refpedtively; and that if

four of the faid juftices fhail not actend
within ten days after the times hereby ap-
pointed for the commencement of the faid
feffions refpeively, the faid court thall be
continued over till the next {tated feflion
thereof. ' Prowided always, That any one
or more of the {aid juitices attending as
aforefaid, fhall have power to make all
neceffary orders touching any fuic, action,
appeal, writ of error, procefs, pleadings,
or proceeding, returned to the faid court
or depending therein, preparatory to the
hearing, tiial or decifiony of fuch action,
fuit, appeal, writ of error, procels, plead-
Jngs or procecdings. » :

Se@s 2o And be it farther enacted, 'k ha-:
the faid court fhall have power, and iz
bereby authorifed, to iffue writs of prohi-
bition, mandamus, fcire-faciad, certiorari,
procedendo, and all other writs not fpeci-
ally provided for by ftatute, which may be

, neceflary for the exereife of its j_uﬂfdn&‘.on,
and agreeable to the prineiples and ulages
of law.

Se@. 3. And be it further enacred, That
from and after the next vacancy that fhall
bappen in the faid court, it {hall confift of]
five juftices only ; ‘that is to fay, of one
chief juftice, and four aflociate jultices.

Sect. 4. And be it further enacted, I'hag
for the better eftablithment of the circuit
courts of the United States, the faid ftates
fhall be, and hereby are divided into dif-
tricts, in manner following ; that is to

_ fay: one to confift of that part of the
~ ftate of Maffachufetts, which is cailed the
diftri®@ of Maine, and to be called the
diftri&t of Maine; one to conlift of the
ftate of New-Hampfhire, and to be called
the diftrit of New-Hampfhire; one to
confift of the remaining part of the flate
of Maffachufetts, and to be called the dif-
trict of Maffachufetts ;3 one to confilt of
the ftate of Rhode-1fland and Providence
Piantations, and to be called the diftriét of!
Ehode-Ifland ; one to confift of the ftate
of Canneticut, and to be called the dif-
tril of Conneéticut ; one to confift of the
_ ftate of Vermont, and to be cailed the
diftrit of Vermont ; one to confift of that
part of the ftate of New-York which lies
north of the counties of Dutehefs and
Ulfter, and to be called the diftriét of Al-
bany ; one to confiflt of the remaining part
of the ftate of New-York, and to be call-
ed the diftri® of New-York ; one to con-
fift of the ftate of New-Jerfey, and to be
ealled the diftrit of Jerfey ; one to confift
of that part of the ftate of Pennfylvania
which lies eaft of the river Sulquehanna, and
the north-eaflt branch thereof, to the line
betwixt Northumberland and Luzerne coun-
ties, thence weftwardly along faid line, be-
twixt Northumberland and Luzerne, and
betwixt Luzerne and Lycoming counties,
until the fame ftrikes the line of the ftate
of New-York, and to be called the ealtern
diftrict of Pennfylvania; one to confift o

the remaining part of the ftate of Penn-
fylvania, and to be called the weftern dif]

tri&t of Pennlylvania; one to confift o

the ftate of Delaware, and to be called tlel
diftriét of Delaware ; one to confift of the

ftate of Maryland, and to be ecalled the

diftri® of Maryland; one to confift of

that part of the ftate of Virginia which
lies to the eaftward of a line to be drawn

from the river Potomac at Harper's ferry,
along the Blue-Ridge, with the line which

divides the countics on the eaft fide there-
of from thofe on the weft fide thereof to
the North-Carolina line, to be called the
eaftern diftrit of Virginia; one to con-
fift of the remaining part of the faid ftate
of Virginia, to be called the wefltern dif-
twict of Virginia; one to confilt of the

Mate of Novth-Caraling, and to be galled|

{ilt of the ftate of South-Carolina, and t

one to confift of the ftate of Georgia, and

berland mountain, and to be called the

of the remaining part of faid ftate, and
to be called the diftrict of Welt Tenneflee;
one to confift of the ftate of Kentucky,
and to be called the diftrict of Kentucky ;
and one to confilt of the territory of the
United States north-welt of the Ohio, and
the Indiana territory, and to be called the
diftrict of Ohio.

Sete 5. Andbeit further enacted, Fhat
where any two adjowning diftriéts of the
United States fhall be divided from each
othery in whole or in part, by any river,
bay, water, water courfe or mountain,
the: whole width of fuch river, bay, water,
water courfe or mountain, as the cafe may
bey fhall be taken and deemed, to all in-
tents and purpofes, to be within both of]
the diftricts fo to. e divided thereby.

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted, That
the fuid diftiicts {hall be elafled into fix
circuits ur panner following ; that is to
fiy s the fiell civeuit fhall' confift of the
diftricts of Mainey New-Hampihire, Maf-
fachuletts, and Rhode-Ifland ; the fecond,
of the diftrils of Connedlicut, Vermont,
Albany and NewsYork ; the third, of the

the diftrict of North-Carolina ; one to con-
be called the diftri@@ of South-Carolina;
to be called the diftrict of Georgia; one
to coufilt of that part of the flate of Ten-

neflee which lies on the ealt {ide of Com-

diftrict of Eaft Tenneflee ; one to confift

Virginia, on the fifth day of April and
twentieth day of November; and at the
city of Richmond, mn and for the enftern
diftri@t of Virginia, on the twenty-fifth
day of April and fifth day of December:
the circuit court of the £fth circuit, at
Raleigh, i and for the diftri@ of Norths
Carolina, on the firft day of June and firfh
day of November; at Charlelton on the
fixth day of May, and at Columbia, on
the thirticth day of November, in and for
the diftrict of South-Carolina ; at Savan-
nah, on the tenth day of April, and a.
Augulta, on the fifteentt. day of Decentber,
inand for the diftrict of Georgia: and, th
circuit court of the fixth circuit at Kir x-
villey in and for the diftvi@ of Faft Ten-
neffee, on the twenty-fifth day of March
and twenty-fifth duy of Scptember; at
Naflwille, in and for the diftrict of Welt
Tenneflce, on the twenticth day of April,
and twentieth day of O&ober; and at
Bairdstown, in and for the diflyiét of
Kentucky, on the fifteenth day of May and
fitteenth day of November 5, and at Cin-
cinnati, in andk for the diftriét of Ohiog on
the tenth day of June, and on the tessl
day of December, und fo on the feteral

n the third day of June and twenty-fe-
venth day of October: the circuit court of]
the fourth circuit, at Baltimore, in and
tor the diflri@ of Marylind, on the tweri-
tieth day of March and ffth day of No-
vember; at Lexington, in Rockbridge
county, in and for the weftern diftrict of]

the Wnited Srates, and committed within
theix refpetive diftricls; or upon the high
feas 3 and alo of all cafes in law or equity,
arjﬁn;; under the eqnftitution and laws of
the Uaiged States; and treaties. imade, or
which fhall be made, under their authoris
ty ; and alo of alk aflions; of fuits of a
civil nature, at common law, of in equity,,
where the United States fhall be plaintifls
or complainants 3 and alfo of all feizures
on land or watery and all penalties and, fors
teitures, made, arifing or accruing tnder:
the laws of the United States ; which cog-
nizance of all penalties and forfeitures fhall
be exclufively of the fate courts in. the
fid circuit courts where the offence Ly
which the penalty or forfeiture is incurre
fall have been committed within fift
miles of the place of holding the fais
icourts 5 and alfo of all aftions, or fuits,
matrers or things cognizable by the judici-.
al authority of the United States, under
and by virtue of the conftitution thereofy
where the matter in difpute fhall amount to
four hundred dollars, and where original
jurifliétion is not given by the conftitution
of the United States to the fupreme court
thercef, or exclufive jurifdifion by law to
the diftri& courts of the United States:
Provided alwgys; That in all cafes where
the title or bounds of land fhall come into
quefbiony the jarifdiction of the faid cir~
ruit conrts fhall wot be reftrained by, reafon
ot the gm of the land in difpute. !
| SecR. And be it further enacted,

diftricis of Jerfey, the Kaftern and Wefternfdays and at the feveral places afosefiid, in That the faid circuit courts refpectivelyy

diftridys of Pennfylvania and Delaware ;
the fourthy of the diftii@s of Maryland,
and the Eaftern and Weltern diftriéks of
Virginia; the fifth, of the diftviéts of

gta; and the fixth, of the diftriéts of Eafy
Tenneflee, Welt Tenneflee, Kentucky,
and Chio. 7

t Se&ta o And be it further enacted, That
there fhall be in each of the aforcfaid civ-
cuits, except the fixth circuit, three judges
of the United States, to be called ¢ircuit
judges s one of whom (hall be commif-
fioued as chief judge, and that there fhall
be a circuit court of the United States,
in and for each of the aforefaid circuits,
to be compofed of the cirenit judges with-
in the five fielt circuits refpectively, and
n the {ixth circuit, by a circuit judg«,

Eentucky and Tenneflee ; the duty of all
of whom it fhall be to attend, but any
two of whom fhall form a quorsm ; and
that each and every of the faid circuit
courts {hall hold two feffions apnually, at
the times and places foltowing, in and for
each difirict contained within their feveral
cicuits refpe®ively; that is to fay, the
circuit court of the firlk circuit at Proviy
dence, on the eighth day of May, and at
Newport on the firft day of November, in
and for the diftri&t of Rhbode-Ifland ; at
Bofton, in and for the diftri®@ of Mafla-
chufetts, on the twenty-fecond day of May
and &fteenth day of O&tober; at Portf-
mouth, on the eighth day of June, and at
Exeter on the twenty-ninth day of Septem-
ber, inand for the diftrict of New-JHamp-
thire ; in and for the diftri@ of Maine, at
Portland, on the fifteenth day of June, and

September : the circuit court of the fecond
circuity at New-Haven on the fifteenth
day of April; and at Hartford, on the
twenty-fifth day of September, in and for
the diftri@ of Conne@icut; at Windfor,

on the fifteenth day of October, in and for
the diftrict of Vermont ; at the city of Al-
bany, in and for the diftrict of Albany, on
the twentieth day of May, "and twenty-

York, in and for the diftrié&t of New-York
on the fifth day of June and the tenth day

third circuit, at Trenton, in and for the
diftrict of
May and

Pennfylvania, on the eleventh day of May
ind eleventh day of O&teber ; at Bedford,
fin and for the weftern dittri& of Pennfyl-
vania, on the twentyfifth day of June and
twenty-fifth day of November; and at
Dover, in and for the diftriék of Delaware,

\

at Wifcaflet on the twenty-fecond day of

on the fifth day of May, and at Rutland

fifth day of October ; at the city of New-

of Nowvember: the circuit court of the

erfey, on the fecond days of
¢tober ; at the city of Phila-
delphia, in and for the eaflern diftri@t of]

eachand every year afterwards: £ ovided
a’ways, That when any of the fuid day
fhall happen. on Sunday, then the faid
court hereby directed to be holden on fiach

after.  And provided also, That there fhall
be appointed in the fixth circuit « judge of
the United States, to be called a cireal
judge, who together with the diftrics
udges of Tetnelee and Kentucky fhall
hold the circuit courts hereby direled to 1e
fholden, within the faid circuit 3 and that
whenever sthe office of diftrict judge in
the diftri®t of Kentueky and Tenncilic
refpectively, fhall become vacant, fuch
vacaneies fhall refpeciively be fupplied by
the appointment of two additional ¢ircuis
judges in the faid cirenit, who together
with the eircuit judge fisft aforefaid, fhall

and the judges of the diltrict courts ofﬂécom.puﬁc the circuit court of the faid cir-

Curte

Sec. 8« Provided elwaysy and b¢ ir fuirs
ther enacted, That the faid circuit courts
hereby eftablified fhall have powery and
thereby arc autiiorized, to hold {pecial fef-
ions, for the trial of criminal caufes, at
any other time or times thay is hereby di-
rected at their difcretions

Sec. 94 And provided a'so, and be it fur-
ther engeted, That if in the opinion of any
judge of any of the fuid circuit courts, i

{hall be dangerbus to hold the next flated
feflion of fuch court, for any diftrié& within
the circuit to which fach judge fhall be-
long, at the place by faw appointed for
holding the fame, it {hall be Tawfal for
fuch judge to iffue his order, under his
hand ‘and feal, to the marfhal of fuch
court, direling him to adjourn the faid
fefion, to {uch other Qlacc within the
fame diftriét ‘as the faid judge fhall deem
convenient ; which faid marfhal fhall.
thereupon, adjourn the faid court purfuant
to fuch ordery by making, in one or more
public papers printed within the faid dif-
trict, publication of fuch order and ad-
journment, from the tithe when he fhall
receive fuch order, to the time appointed
by law for commencing fuch ftated feflion :
Anid that the gourt fo to be held accordin

to and by virtue of fuch adjournment, ﬂmg
have the fame powers and authorities, and
thall proceed in the fame manner, asif the
fame had been held at the place appointed
by taw for that purpofe,

Seco 10. And be it further emeted,
That the circuit courts fhall have, and
hereby are invefted with, all the powers
heretofore granted by faw to the civcuit
courts of the United States, unlefs where
otherwife provided by this act.

Sec. }l. And be it further enacted,
That the faid circuit courts refpectively.
thall have cognizance of all crimes and of

fences cognizable under the authority of

fhall have cognizance concurrently with
the diftri& courts, of all cafes which fhall
arife within their refpective circuits, under
the uck to etlablifli. an uniform {yfiem of

North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Geor-{day, fhall be holden on the next day theie-[bankinptey throughout the United States 3

and that each circuit judge, within bis res
Sedive circuit, fhall and may perform ail
and fingular the duties enjoined by the faid
act upon a judge of a diftriét court; an%
that the proceegings under a commiflion of
baukraptcy, which fhald iffue from a cira
cuit judge, fhallin alf refpe@s be conforma
able to the proceedings under a commiffion
ot bankruptey which fhail iffue from a difs
il judge, wntaiis mutandise

Sece V3o And be it further enacted,
That where any adion. or fuit fhall be, or
flall have been eommenced, in any ftate
court within the United States, againft an
alien, or by a citizen or gitizens of the ftate
i which fuch fuit or altion (hall be, or
Mall have been commenced againfta citizen
or citizens of another flate, and the mat.
ter in difpute, except in cafes where the
titde or bounds of land fhall be in quef-
tion, fhall exceed the fum or value of
four Fundred dollars, exclufive of cofts,
and. the defendant or defendants in fuch
it or action fhalk be perfonally ferv~
ed with the original procefs therein, or
fhindl appear thereto ; of where, inany fuit
or aftion, fo commenced or to be comn<
menced, fival judgment, for a fum exceed-
ling four hundred dollars, exclufive of cofts,
hall ‘have been rendered in fuch frate court,
againft fuch defendant or defendants, with-
out return of perfonal fervice on him, her
or them, of the originalprocefs in fuch fuis
or.aflion, and without an appearance theres-
to by him, he or them, and a writ of error,
or writ of review, fhall be brought by fuck
defendant or defenidants, in fuch flate courtg,
to reverfe the faid judgment ; or where any
(uit or aftion fhall have been, or fhall be
«commenced in any fuch court, againft any
perfon, or pérfong, ip any cafe arifing under
the conftrtution or laws of the %nitcd
States, or tgeaties made or to be made undes
their authority ; then, and in any of the
faid cafes, it hall be lawful for the defens
dant or defendantsin fuch fu't or adion, a¢
the t me of entering bis, her, oxtheir appear-
ance thereto, and for the plaintiff or plains
tiffs in fuch writ of error, or wnit of review,
at the time fuch writ fhall be returnable, to
filz in fuch ¢ourt a petition for the removat
of fuch fuit, aftion, writ of error, or writ
of review, to the next ¢irenit court of the
United States, hercby direfted to be holden
in and for the diftrift within which fuch ftate
fcourt fhall be holden, and to offer to fuch
ftate court, pocd and fuficient furety for
“ntering, in fuch circuit court, on the firfl
day of its next enfuing feflion, true copies
of the procefs and proceedings in fuch ag¥
‘ ( Qoniinued opelust page. )




