e

L IN

Kl

A N D

1G]

»

WASHINGTON ADVERTISER.

!

Vo, &V.

WASHINGTON CITY, PRINTED BY SAMUEL HARRIéON SMITH, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE,

N PEECT

Five Dorxs. P'sp axy.

FRIDAY, JULY. 20:h; 1804.

Parp 1% apyavers

&

From the Enguirer.
———

THE VINDIGA TION OF VIRGI-
~ NIA. :

—-‘Q.-—-—-

No. 11,

The American Stares had eff- Ged by
their combination, what they would in
vain have expedied {rim  theic foparate

. efforts. - They had united their councils
20d their arms in the fupport of their
common rights ; aud the exertions of
all, had fucceeded in fecuring the liber«
ties of each, They had waded haud in
bhand though all the calemities of along
and fanguinary war ; (bey had exhauft-
ed_a large treafure,and much ot the
beft blood of thrir refpetive inhabi-
tants io this perilous pilgrimage 3 but
they had at lengtht arrived at the land
of promife. They had raifed - them
felves from ths  humble condition of
Britifh colanies, to the clevated rank of

. freeand independent ftates.  Each bad
acquired for the others the ineRimable
priviledge of crowningtheir united exer-
tion and their commos vicory by the for-
mation offree & provident conftitutidns,
Would it not have been ridiculaus for
them, inftead of enjrying all the hlcﬁi?gg
which were thus profultly fpread before
them ; inftead of peneroufly contending
which hould beft lecare their free con-

_ ftitutions by & wife and vigilant policy ;

" to enter into the ufilefs contr verly of

_ which ftate had made the greatelt exer.
tions during the revolution, and which
had deferved the greatelt merit for the

- viltory they hod jointly obtained ¥ If
the circuir ftances of the times had in-
fpired in fom= a greater zeal, or impol-
ed upon others & fironger necefllity of
contribucing more than their proper quo-

1a to the war, of what mighty moment,

. wagitthat the proportionate merit of
cach flate fhould have been sccurately
adjult=d ? To have alcertiined the pecu-
wiary expenditues of the different (tates

. might have been the diétate of found

- policy ; becaufe they had noother {cale
o calculatethe proportion of the pub-

Jic debt which each of them fhould be
called upon to difcharge. But how
would the public intereft have been pro-
moted by counting up the dropsof blood
which each had geoeroufly thed for the

" common welfare 3 of bringing into the

_field of comparifon all the heroes and
politicisns who bed fucceflively “adored
the annals of our country ; and of en-
tering into the elaborate, fruitlefs, and
querulous enquiry, whetherthe fouthern, |
weltérn, or northern inhabitants had
molt highly deferved the meed of heraic
achievement or - enlightened . policy. ?
Surely the ambition of any one flate |

~would have been {ufficiently . contented
with sllowing to others, and wearing on
its ownhoncured brow. a fingle leat of
the laurel, without clsiming the exclu-
five honour of the viftorious wreaths
T'his was the abvious duty which every

«onlideration of (ridk juftice, or an en-
Tightened love of our’ country fhould
have  contributed to  have  impofed
upon. them 5 ‘and - which all  the
fyiipethies of the Awerican charac.
t 1, surtured by a ¢ommon war and fédes
ral government would have inclined
them to obferve;  Twenty years had
pafled over without producingy any fy (-
tematic attempt to inveltigate the rela-
tive merits of the  ftates duri & re-
volutionary war 3 and the difgrdcetul
effors to interrupt this liberal difpofition
Fas been referved for the period of the

“few laft months, 7. bt

" Letall the honors of this attempt be

given to thofe fedsraliits of the northern

ftates who have anxioufly afvired to 2

diffolution of the . union,  They bhave
called in all  the wungenerous arts of
mifreprefentation ‘to' aflilt them in the
execution of their {chemes.  They bave
not been contented with - aflerting that
the fouthern [tates had adopted -a - fet ¢f
interelts unfavorable to the interefts of
the nortbern inhahitants 3 and that Viir-
ginia was at the head of this fouthern
confederacy.  Their exertions: have ta-
ken a wider ranges « They have labour'
ed tobring the moft profound contempt
upon her national charaéler, by .calting
into fhade all the virtues  which have
ever been attributed to her inhabitants,

& by drawiny at full length «ll their im-
perte@ions. They have coutrived to

‘delineate @ picurey which (hould com-
bine the wildeft ambition with the molt,
contemptible cowardice and  ina&ivity,

They have thought it neceflary  to the
faccels of their {themes, thar the ftate
of Virginia thould appear ¢ fhorn of
all this beams,” with which her revola-

tiomary exertions had ~entitled it and
which had hitherto given it {uch diftin.
gu.fhed laftre in the American conitella-

tion, They have turned over the pages
of the American biftory for the purpofe
of proving that her exertions during the
revolation were not  commenfurate with
her own refources, or equal to the exer-
tions of her fifter (tates. Far b it from
me to detrad} from the well-earned ho-
nors of the other fiates, acquired daring
the revolution. Far be it from me to
fuy that their achievements have been
eclipfed by thole of my own countrymen,
yet Imay without prejudice “or vanity
exprefs my belief, that they do not pof-
{els fuperior luftre in the annals of our
country. Lo {ettle this point, let us
once more refame thefe hiltorical docn-
ments.  Let us enquirs, ~not whether
Virginia has -made greater exertions and
deferved higher glory than the ather
ftates ; but whether (he has not contri-
buted an equal effort to the confumma-
tion of American independence.  Let us
examine this fubje@ in regard to her
political meafures, and to her military
exertions. g

Political measuresim—All'the colonifts
from Englasd had brought with them
the fame fpirit and kind political free-
dom, which has ever animated in fome
degree the inhabitants of that coutry,

.and which the Britith conftitution is in

fome refpe@s calculated to infpire.
They brought with them the important
mazxim that the légiflative power of the
countiy at leaft fhould be conferred on

‘men of their own chooling, and that the

right of pafling laws for the fettiement
of financial arrangements (huld belong
to thisele@ive body, uncontrouled by
the legiflature of the' mother country.
1t we ook into the charters of the differ-
ent colonies, or if we examine the [pe-
cific inftruélions given by the Englifh

we (hall find that either the right is' ex-
prelsly given, or provifions are Jaid down
for the ele@ion of the Houfe of ‘dele-
gates, of a Houfe of burgelles, or a'ges
neral courtyor & legiflature under fome
name or other.” We fhall find too tbat
the tight of laying taxes upon themfeives
accompanied by fewar or more modifica-
tions in the different colonies, was origi-
nally referved or fublequently obtained,
by this yeprefentative'body.  When the
colonifis of Great Britain had fettled
in thefle fates, their remote fituation
from the'native country and the inde-
penderce of their new pur{uits mult have
contributed to cherith this independent
fpirityand to increafe their vigilant re-
gard for the vight of governing them.
felves. It is no wonder therefore, ‘that
the carlieft hiftory ot the Britith colenies
has recorded (g many. proofs of the free
and jealous temper of their inhabitants.
As farback a3 the year. 1650, the
Virginians refofed to  fubmit” to the
Britufh power, * till.articles of furrender
had been agreed upon, by which it was
ftipulated among other things that
“ the general affembly, at focmerly, thall
convene and tranfa@ the aflirs of the
colosty, - Virginia fhall be free {rom all:
taxes, cuftums and impofitions whatever,
and none fhall be impofed on them with-
out the conlent: of the General Affem-
bly.”*  Purfuing the biftorical chain of
events, and pafling' by among other in-
cidents the paliamentary act of 1796,
for laying an_impoft ‘upon’ fugar and-
other produce for the plavfible purpcfe
of raifing a revenus towdrds defraying

fachuletts Affembly fijft took into con-
fideration, and to attempt whofe repeal
they fulicited the beft exertions of their
agent in London ; wearrive at ‘the ce-

of the Engdith miniftry by 2 paflive obe-~ infiruted. to propafe to Cangrefs, that
dience ? ~No. She boldly ftept forward . the United Cilonies be by that refbedtas
in the hour of dangers  The genius ‘of ble  body deéclired free and indspen-
Patrick Heary fuggefted the energetic dentftatess”  On June 15th; the New
expedient which was to fave the coloni-s  Hamofhice reprefentatives unanimoufly
from fervitude and ruin. It was none agreed to joia the other colonies in the
of thofe imperfe@ piddling expedients, {ime declaration.$+ On July 381, the
which might relieve them from a  tem.. MaTschuferts Aflobly pailed a fimilar
porary embarcallment ; fuch asta®rocs-  refolutiondt It wasen Jume 7cli 1776,
ing an agent in London to petition for that the Grlt motion was made in Cous
redarefs of prievances. It con(ifted in a grels fur a deslaration of ind ‘pendeuce,
bold annunciation of ths fundaméuptal by Richard Henry Lee, one of the de-
principles of our governmernnient. The  legates from " Virginia} and it was on
Journals of the Houls of burgeMes have ' the 4th of July that this. e=lebrated in-
regiftered the refalutions of Mr, Henry. | inftaent, aferibed to the pen of Thos
Under date of M2y 30, 1765, we find mas & fon, was agreed to and adopt-
the Virginia Lewiflature declaring that| ed.  Le: the northern federalifts thend
every attémpt «, velt the power of lny-f review the long [(eries of revolutionary
ing taxes and impoils in any other per- | mealares, let them examine the records
fon or perfons what{cever than the gzne- | of the flate aff-riblies and of Congrefs,
ral affembly, is iliegal, unconititutionalf and thew let them produce if they can a

and unjuft; that che ishabitants of 2 co.
lony are not bouud to yield obedience
toany fuch law or ordinance j and
that any perfon, who fhall. vindicate the
ufurper of fuch power, by [peaking or
writing (hall be deemed an ensmy to the
colony.. The impreffion, which thefe
refolutions made upen the public mind
was corre(pondent to their moble {pi-
rits “Mr. Huschinfon goviof Mallachu

{ette tells his correfpondent,. “ nething
extravagant appeared in the papers, 'till

nia refblves”  M:. Hughes writes
“ the fire began in’ Virginias” = Gover
nor Barpard, ¢ the publithing the Virs
ginia refolutions proved an alarm bell
to the difaffeQed :” another, in his
letter to Mr. Secrctasy Conway, from
New York, “ the reflslves of the affem-
bly of Virgivia gave th= fignal for a

proprietors to their agents in America, |

‘rafh piojedts, and compelled the colo-
the neceflary expenfes of defending the | nies to enter into new mealures of de-
Britifh colonies 3 an a& which the Muf- | fence, and combine their efforts' in the

{

!

|

!

general outcry over the coptinent.’ t—=
Can any adt of the Virginia legillature
be found wpon, their records, which
does not breathe the perfevering fpirit,
and which did not {erve to fortify the
coutage of their countrymen ! When
the relolution pafled the Houls of Com-
mons, for tranfporting  to the mother
country every inhabitant of Maflachu-
fetts By, whom the governor miﬁ?‘.t
fufped to be guilty of treafon, n order
that he might be tried ¢ within the
realm, puifuant to tke ftatute of the
35th year of Henry VIIL” were the
Viiginians tound abfent from the  pofl
of facred duty and genersl patriotiim ?
The Maffuchufets affstmbly was not o
{feflion when the refulutions veached
Americat bus the Virginia houfe of
burgefles entered upon the fubjedt, with
all their waonted zeal.  Their refolves
of the 16th May, 1769, folemnly de-
clared that @ fending any perfon, refid-
ing in the colony, and fufpzéted of any
crime whatfoever to places beyond the
fea, to be tricd, is highly derngatory of
the rights of Britifh funje@s.””  They
unanimon(ly entered into a privite aflo-
ciation which they recommended to all
merchants, gentlemen ard others, to
fublcribe agawft importing any goods
taxed,” and many other articles.

{ This irited corduét animated the
defpairing, and communicdted new cou-
rage to the bold ; and the allemblics of
feveral ftates quickly imitated the illuf-
trious example. When the Englith
miniftry, unconfcious of the danger
which hovered ever the empire, or un-
awed by its approach, ftill purfued their |

an account was received of the Virgi-|-

fingle important queilios, on which Virs
ginia deferted the great polar principles,
 that had direted her potitical grogrefs.
I would even extend the terms of my
challenge further, and call apon them
to produce a fingls ftate, whofe paliti-
cal mealures have manifefted a pueer,
more wigorous and *more perf vering
o;)g.mﬁﬁou to the ufurpations of Great
Britain, than thofe of this relpc&able
and ‘much vilified ftaze.

: MILITARY EXERTIONS,

Thie biltory of paft times, enahles us
toalcertain with much more pracifion,
the relative ‘merits of the diffecent ftates
in the cabinet than in the ficld, We
have a_chmplete regifter of the firlt in
the reccris of their flate alomblies and
of Gongrefss By comparing the differ.
ent dates when politic.] meafures were
fie{t prapofed, and the .msjorities by
whom th*y were: adapted, we can eafi-
ly ‘determine which ftate had fiift ver-
ceived the dawger, aad which was the
moft refoliite iu oppofing it., Bot the
oSeralions of the war have been iecord-
ed with much lefe diltin@ueds and pre-
cifions &
The hiftorians of the revilution Have

tribute to the trumphs of the revoluti-
on. 3
The commander in. clief of Hvé"ﬁmna
tinental forces wis unanimoutly {-l:8ed
ffom her inhahitants. The glorions ifs
fue of th: war bas fufeciedtly determia
wed how well General Wifhington des
ferved that diftinguified honor=—At tha
battle of Brandywine, whea the Ameria
{ Can troaps were fo deverely prefed b
the Brit!th amsy under Ste Willism
Howe, the Virginia live arquired Cona
fiderable honor, The whale brigade,”®
(fays Gardar ]} *exhibice fuch a-dea
aree of order, firmnels and refolytiom,
and preferves fuch a countefiance in e%-
tremaly fharp fervice, as would nat difs
credit yaterafs.””’ T the next page
of this hifkorien we find « that Gen, -
Geecue has been rather diTatished with
{;:n. Wilnngeon’s omitting - t> také
fhecial notice of Weeden's brizede; in
general orders for_ its bravei it < Lhe
battde of Princéton is allociated ia (e

roic valour andanfortinase fate of Gone
Mercers Werieed notblhith atthe condud
of our troopsy in the aédion at Garmans
town==The vitory of Gen Maorgan
and his‘celebrared riflemen oversLicuts
Col. "Farltin at the battle of the Corws
neus, (throws a new laftre wpon the
Virginian namnes By this victary © the
defponding fricnds of America in the
feashern ftates  weee veanimiated ; and
enjoyed a {semidg relurre@®ion from
the doad " * 88T, the a&ion at Guitford
CGourt-houfy Where Gege Griene aca
quired fuch diltinguified  reputationy
the Vieginia Gonginentals: and: militia -
conflititted the greater part of the ars
my, apd deferved atleatt an equal dhare
of the honor. *When "Lord Grenwallia
invaded thiir (tate, he  experiepeed an
oppofition too fatal to his canfey and he
found Kinfell compelied to refign at
York-Towa bis reputation with. his
lword to the communder in chict of the
Amirican army. : '
But why puifue any further this hiftos

generally beea - (ati fed with giviag a
{atisfactory view ot the confequruces of |

sical inveftigation?  Why cxnitiats a-
ny langer upoo the political meafures or

each military wanceuvre, of the officers | the milisary atchievments of Vicsiom ?
whr{ccnduﬁcd ity ‘aud fometimes of the { Wy enhatinge the iovidiqus o:ﬁ\-' of
particolac regiments wha' wereengap:d | dileriminaling berween the diflinguifhs
i ars execytions’ But they have not ! ed worthies of the diffeear fiaies?
always ftopt to inform uey what was the  Why fhould we dwall vpon rthe atchicye’
owwber and the valor of the troops lrom [ mentiof a Walhington, a Mecer or a
the different ftates, nor what proportion { Morgan, when we are equally willingts
of the fuccefsand defeat of each opera- | incorporate with our afiY &ions RS 4
tion was due to varisus lines of the ur- lillrious fervices of  Yancock and A
my, Hud even the moft mnute ace  dams; Gates and Greene, Montgomary
count been preferved of their Tiperate ! and Wareen?  Lei fuch odious ¢i{lio@i-
exeitions, had the  pumber, “and the (ionabs confisied to thole federaliils of
courage of the teoops from each ftate [ the corth, who wilh to ere® their petty
been faithfully recorded; and their pe- | interelts nnon the dul lution of the ne
cuniary expenditures been  acoucately | pions Lt it be the exclifive province’
adjufted, we (hould (tll hive betn usa. | of fach men o indulge theiv over-tlowa
ble to calculate the militavy fpiric aud [ any mortification in the tollowing fteaids 2
a&iyve patriatifm of our diftevent conn: | ¥ 'Fhe inhabitants of “this part -of the
trymens’  The war frequently (hifted its Feowntry know tan weli whate Virginia
grounds - The ‘army of ‘the tivaders | covrage: is,” to’ quake at its relente
often varied the -points of attack, and | meot”#4 ‘
lometimes the northern and {ametimes “ The titne will come when 'a fo=
the fouthern quarter of the union came | reign enemy will menace this rcuntfy.
within the raze of its faryesWierever | Pechaps the day is not'far off ; for the
the feene of the war was laid, the exer- | psaple are rich enguph;-and the goa'
tions of that neighbourhood or that| vernment pufiilanimdes enough to ins
ftate were pecellarily the greatels The | vite aninvader, - How Mall wethen be:
provincial militia, ‘embadied for the | protefted? By the fouthern ffates ¢

purpofle of defending their own fron=
tiers, flaw to the fcene of immediate’
danger ; and  even the regular acmy,
who ‘were compoled  of troops - from

commoh caufe, Virginia egain appear-
ed in the front of oppolitinoe
beginning of Marchi 1778, the Haufle
of burgefles appointad a committee of

lebrated ftamp a&¢ This a& “was in-  eleven perfons who fhonld maintsin a
tended to try the relative firength of the | correlpondence with® her fifler colonies”?

In theity

miniflry puslicly declared ¢ that it was | common caufs Tt was an this ogcalion,
intended o eltablifh the powsr of Great | (hat the leg flatore of Mallachulerts

Britith goveroment & ber colonies: The {on all the fubje@ts which related 5 che

Britain tor tax thecolomies.”t The po-  paid a juft tribute of relpedt to the exer- .

witnefled a more critical mras

of this ftamp act,they wounld hive ac-
koowledged the authority of" Great Bris
cainto tax themin all cafes whatloever.
From the fettlement of financial ar-
vangements; - the " Houls of Gommons:
might have proceeded to make laws for
them in all cales * what({oever.  Tilteed
of feeing : ourfelves - the ‘'moflt - free
and gallant nation upon earth, wemight
at this day have dragged the ' difhonoras
ble chain of the lowett vaflal of Great
Britainy - Reliltance to the (tamp acor
unconditional fubmiffion thus became
the obvious andonly alrernatives which
were prelented to our conntrymen. 1
thofe * times which tried @en’s fouls”
did the virtue and: engrgy of Virginia
fleep ? Did fhe conluft the indslent po-
licy ot leaving other ftates to affect their
‘common pti%ngqa 2 Or did fhe liften
to the fedufive voice that would bave

perfuaded her to conciliate the aﬁ'eaipu.

\

litical sffaire of this country had’ never tions of the' Virginians,
Had the gm feveral refolves and were careful in
the colonies fabmitted to- the “operation | the firlty to fpeak highly in praile of Vie-

In"

“ They came

ginia. They appointed a committee of
fifteen members, and ¢ire€ed them to
“ prepare a circular letter to the Spea-

kers, requefling them ‘to lay the (ame |

before their refpedtive =zflambliesy in
confidence that they will..comply with
the wife and . falutary r:lolyes of tie
Hounfe of Burgeffes of Virginia"** .
Let us pafs by all che intermediate. and
{abordinate meafures, which gave bisth

the different: {tates, ~and  whafe ‘du.
it was to march - to different

parts  of . the 7 country, - wherever

tiere wasan encmy to meet, generally

enlifted a certain numbet of provincil
! troops in the {late whilh demanded rheir
alliftances . It would not bave beew fur-
prifing then, that tie money and troops
advanced by each ftate thould have va-
vied in the different periods of the reves
lution, according as the theatre of war,
| veceded tromy or came withiu. their ref.
{ pecuive frontierss . Excepra few peity

infaire&ions wnich arole from the ma-
, chinations of Loed Dunmaore, and the
defultory invafions of the Indians on
the wellern frontiers; Vurginia did not
. experience many of the dangers of war,

until many other parts of the Usisn
Uhadbeen expoled toits ravages.  Thus,
" even ifius exeriions were fonad urequal

at the commencement of the revolution
‘ to thale of -her fitter ftates; of fhe had

of ¥igor to thie revolutiony and let us exhaulled lefs blood and treafure in the
approach  that fplendid epoch, from defence of their common liberties, we
which ‘we may date our ficft exillence as | fhould afcribe the Cifproportion rather
 a free ‘and independent wation.  The  tothe circumftances of tlie times than
declaration Qﬂihdepena‘enm had been | to any want of military ardour or en-
long weditated - and canvall:d by tiie | lightened patriotifm. = We fall not,
“citizens of oar country, but'it was def- | however, plage her conduct during the
tined to affume an ‘official form in the | war oo this foundation' only.. She can
legiflature of Virginia. On the 15th {advance much higher pretenfions co i
of May 1776, “ when there were prefent | litary merits A flight fketchof the o-
112 members, it was refolved unani. | perations of the war will clearly demon-

Lo : oy

Take away thole whitss Whomuft’ ree
m_ain to watch over the {lives, and how
many witl the ¢ be to adt againft the e-
aemy 1 Oflicess. enough 2w Yag, ithe
South is the feat of our privileged or-
ders. But {oldiers?  As before, in the
yeomanty of " the Notrthern - States. .
Who fought' the battles of Indepens
dence?  Wha freed Virginia and “the
Carolinas frumithe Britith troops when
aided by their fTives?
ofthe North—=the now dellined vailals
of the South.!'}1{}

—

It was the men

* Blaad’s wngnity into the rights of the
British colonies, .
t Gorden's  history of the American”

Revolution, Vol, 4. page 125, A s
' § 1bid, page 149. :
5| Boid page 184

W% 15idp. 228,

tt 16, vol. 2. p. 84,
30 p. 88, 4
T Tbevwoli 2. p. 240,
e Ie s 162,
i Hertford (Conm) popers
{4t Boston Reperterys

Dt
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F'HOMAS MEUEN,; THOMAS
2+ HALE & WILLIAM DAVID-

SON; whoe hevetofore, have tranlagted

bufinels  under the frm . of Thomas
M Euen & Coo will in futuce ufe thae

of MEvky, Hatr & Dasmsowne.
Prirapsieuia, Febl<stw&uatf

meufly, that their delegates fhould be | frate, that the condud of her ofﬁ:er’

.
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and regilar troops, did no* a listle cona

aind of every Virg.-;i.:;ian, with ‘the hc.’.y-
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