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MAYOR GRAY'S VALEDICTORY
The Retiring Mayor Gives a Summary of Var-

ious Conditions in City Affairs and Makes
Suggestions as to the Future.

Mayor James Gray's retiring message,
delivered to the council this afternoon,
was as follows:
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the City

Council:
Minneapolis operates under the council form

of government, and while the mayor is
charged with a general oversight of the de-
partments and with the duty of from time
to time giving the council Information, there
i» no department charged by the law with
site duty of giving the mayor any iforma-
tlon. Reports of heads of departments are
made to the council and these will come to
you in du3 season, laden with the results
of the past year's operations. The depart-
ments in whk& the mayor has a voice are
those of tha police, charities, parks, health
and library. With reference to the police I
call your attention to the excellent report
of the superintendent and shall also submit
some recommendations later in this address.
The library has been splendidly handled In
the past two years by a board in which there
is little or no politics and a large percentage
of business ability. It shows a balance of
about $7,000 in 11VK). The library, through its
branches, stations md school departments,
is scattering free reading matter in every
corner of the city. The central library is
alrudy crowded. It needs an addition.

The park system Is about at a standstill
as far as permanent improvements are con-
cerned by reason of small funds. Mainten-
ance which is here much less in proportion
to our park area than in other cities of cor-
responding population is about all the board
can accomplish at present. Some mistakes
have been made in the purchase of park lands
when the surrounding property was unable
to pay the assessment so that the board has
been obliged to advance the money to retire

smaturing park certificates of indebtedness
from its current funds. This process in the
past two years so drained the board that it
faced a serious deficit each year These fa<*ts
account for the Fpparent non-progressive
character of the parks. On the other hand
this city has a magnificent park endowment,
whose development need not b^ made a mat-
itrof great hurry We are far ahead of most
titles as regards parks. The charities and
corrections of the city are well administered
by a board whose conscientious labors are
known to the council. It has kept the ad-
ministration of each department up to the
highest standard in the past two years. The
new city hospital has been opened; the ex-
penses of tho workhouse have been held
down, while the city has been given the
benefit of the labor of the inmates and a
slight increase in compensation has been
granted the guards. The poor departmnt has
been administered efficiently and economic-
ally, but with a liberal hand toward the de-
serving poor.

Financial.

The financial operations of the city show
the following facts:

Disburse-
ments. Credits.

Dec. 31, 1899, balance
oa hand $337,081.90

Dec. 31, 1900, receipts
from all sources ... 3,835,389.68

Total credit $4,392,471.58
City bonds paid $40,000.00
Interest on city bonds 306,5i57.n'»
City warrants issued. 2,150,318.54
School warrants is-

sued 1,140,464.03"
Library warrants is-

sued 52,025.06
City park warrants

issued 201,309.66
Board of charities and

oorrections warrants 107,709.12

Total 3,998,413.91

Balance on hand $394,057.67
City bonds paid during 1899 $100,000
City bonds paid during 1900 40,000

$140,000

City bonds outstanding Dec. 31,
1900 $8,375,000.00

Less city and other bonds and cash
in sinking fund 1,800,308.65

Net debt ...$6,574,691.45
There Is outstanding In addition to the

above $175,000 courthouse and city hall certif-
icates, for the payment of which a levy of
mill Is to be made annually until the prin-
cipal, interest and commissions shall be
sufficient to discharge all such certificates.
The first Installment of $50,000 is now pay-
able, but owing to the reduction of the as-
sessed valuation of the city proceeds of the
X mil! tax, were considerably less than the
installment of bonds and the accrued in-
terest on the whole amount of certificates.
The Bhortage Is about $11,000, which will have
to be advanced from other funds. There Is,
however, no question with regard to the pay-
ment of the whole amount of certificates in
the four years in which they run. In the
same connection tho problem of the city's
valuation is a serious one for the council to
consider. It has been reduced from time to
time until now it amounts to less than $100,-
--000,000. At the same time the demands of the
different departments have not decreased and
in many instances have Increased, notably in
the schools. There is I think, no question of
the justice of a decrease iv valuation on a
certain class of real estate, especially that
used for the homes of the people, but the
decrease in valuation, even with economy,
means an increase of the tax levy, and so far
as advertising the city is concerned, a large
tax levy attracts more attention than a large
valuation. There are but two ways out of the
dilemma, one is the practice of the strictest
economy, the other in obtaining new revenues
from franchise corporations. Some such
revenues were provided for in the draft of
the new city charter submitted at the last
election.

Police.
The police department has been exceed-

ingly well handled during the past two years
by a superintendent, who, rising from the
ranks of the force, had no aspiration greater
than that of making the police force metro-
olitan and useful. This Superintendent Doyle
has succeeded in doing to a degree that has
won the admiration of all our citizens, re-
gardless of politics. I believe the police de-
partment should be taken, as far as prac-
tical, out of politics, but recognize the
fact that it is exceedingly diflicult for the
mayor to do justice to himself and retain
about him men who may have an interest
in embarrassing his administration. But a
line may be drawn between what may be
termed executive officers in the department
and patrolmen. The latter should be pro-
tected in their places until found inefficient
or corrupt. During my term I have removed
less than 1 per cent of the patrolmen on the
force and generally for specific cause.

The city charter of Minneapolis is such
that no punishment can be legally applied
to police ofi&cers except that of dismissal.
Under the ruling of the city attorney it is a
question whether the power to fine or sus-
pend a police officer is lodged with the
mayor. There are many offenses against dis-
cipline which do not warrant dismissal, but
which should not be passed over. Means
should be found whereby the mayor may
discipline policemen without being obliged
to proceed to extreme measures. Power to
impose email fines could be safely lodged
with the chief, as it would give him more
control over his men and would save the
mayor from hearing every petty case.

The police force in the past year has done
a great deal of extra work for which the
department received no compensation and
scarcely any public credit. I refer especial-
ly to quarantining of suspected houses un-
der the direction of the board of health. The
work done in this line by the police force
was heroic and it was done cheerfully. Dur-
ing the whole period of active quarantine
not one police officer made a protest against
being obliged to quarantine a contagious
disease. Such self sacrifice should have a
reward. There is always some prejudice
against policemen, largely, I presume, be-
cause their duties are to a great extent in
restraint of the disorderly element which
manages to make itself heard, if not be-
lieved. This element should be discoun-
tenanced everywhere and by none more so
than by the administrators of public affairs.
Perhaps policemen can never become as pop-
ular as firemen, who are so firmly fixed in
favor that a fireman who is not a hero can-
not be imagined in literature or on the stage,
while a policeman in a play must, to be a
success, be also a buffoon. The stage but
reflects public opinion. Change public opin-
ion and you quickly change the attitude of
literature and the drama. By changing pub-
lic opinion in Minneapolis we should make
our policemen happier, because all men love
appreciation and we should make them more
efficient. This seems to me an object worth
working for and hence during the past two
years I have labored, with the co-operation
of the chief, to make the police force respect
themselves. One example of what may be
done will suffice. The police had for nev-

j eral years given picnics at the lakes for the
j benefit of the relief fund. The picnic had
run down in the social and moral scale, so
far that the police no longer controlled it.
An unruly element, that was no credit to any
one, ran an orgy in the name of the Min-
neapolis police force. Last year this picnic
was discouraged and the department advised
to try a plan for raising revenue that would
have fewer objections. A ball was given at
the West Hotel. The prices were high, the
average of the attendance was socially high,
and the relief fund received over a thousand
dollars clear. As a citizen I appeal to Min-
neapolis, in its own interest, to cease pur-
poseless "kicking" against the police. Fair

[ criticism will help to build it up. It is al-| ways welcome. I believe the police salaries
of the city should be raised, at least 10 per
cent, for the reason, that while the country
has been advised of a great era of prosperity,
and while certainly everything a police officer
eats and wears has increased in value, the
wage schedule has not increased in fifteenyears.
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I recommend the construction of a new
central lockup. I recommend that the police
telephone system be enlarged and Improved.
At the present it is only a makeshift. It en-
ables the men to call the central office every
hour, but it does not enable the central office
to communicate with the patrolmen at other
times. The Milwaukep system, which is very
complete, makes it possible to call a patrol-
man to the box at any time. It also enables
the central office to mass men at any given
point in a few seconds. My examination of
it convinces me that the Milwaukee system
doubles the patrol power of every man on
the force. To double the number of men onduty iv Minneapolis would cost $150,000. It is
not to be thought of, but I believe a tenth
of that sum expended in a wire plant would
do wonders for the department.

Labor and Rnlldififp.
The substitution of day labor for the con-

tract system on city work has provide itselfa success under conditions that were a severe
test of its applicability. Coupled as it was
with the eight-hour day and a rising wage
market it would not have be*n remarkable ifday labor had showed a balance against the
city in the price paid for work. That it
has not don« so is a tribute to the working-
men of Minneapolis, who appreciated the
stand taken by the city, and to the efficiency
of the city engineer in this matter. There
does not seem to now exist any valid rea-
son for turning away from a reform which
has so successfully passed the experimental
stage. Minneapolis ia to be congratulated on
the generally happy and prosperous condi-
tion of labor. The city has beeft conspicu-
ously free from labor, troubles in the past
two years; while other cities Ijave had theirbuilding operations paralyzed by deep-seated
controversies between labor and capital. Or-
ganized labor and capital have here co-oper-
ated to give the city the great boon of peace
and prosperity. The building inspectors re-
port s"hows a total of 4,i)79 permits issued in,
1900 for structures, estimated to cost $4,235,-

--994, against 5,091 and an estimated cost of
13,244,442 in 1899. The increase of cost of
buildings is nearly a million dollars.

Xew Buildings. •
During the past two years the city has

completed and put in operation a new police
station for the fifth precinct, a small bat

I^lmportant Notice to Out=oMown Cnstomers"^|
You can order from this advertisement and secure the same advantages as

those living in the Twin Cities. This is a very great privilege, and is taken ad-
vantage of by thousands of our Mail Order Customers over the whole north-
west. All we ask is for you to allow for postage if merchandise is ordered sent
through the mails, and ifrequested C. O. I), by express that one-quarter of the
amount be sent us—otherwise we cannot fillyour orders.

modern building, affording the best accom-
modations that are given to police officers In
any portion of the city.

The board of charities and correction* has
completed and opened for use the first floor
of the new city hospital, and during the
present year will complete and furnish other
floors. The next duty of the board will be
to erect a modern and complete contagious
ward for diphtheria, scarlet fever and other
diseases, except smallpox, and to build a
powerhouse. The city will then have commo-
dious hospital room tor many years to come.
The city hospital has been built very eco-
nomically, the work being carried along out
of the revenues of the board during the past

two years without extra levies and without
bonds. Two years ago the legislature au-
thorized the issuance of $175,000 certificates of
indebtedness for the completion of two floors
in the new city hall. These certificates were
sold and the proceeds applied to the work,
but apparently the floors finished will not
accommodate the city offices, and it is a
question for the council to decide whether to
apply for more money or to postpone the
completion of the city hall. In this con-
nection It should be stated that the city's
interest bill at the present time is close to
$35*1,000 a year and it 13 a grave question
whether it is good business policy to bor-
row more money at the present time.

Public Health,

Aside from the smallpox scare, the health
of the city during the past year has been
good. The fact that the board of health took
hold of the smallpox epidemic vigorously and
organized an emergency staff, I believe ac-
counts for the fact that Minneapolis is to-
day free from it, while cities about us are
struggling with the problem and are threat-
ened with quarantine. As a provision for
the future, the board of health has built a
modern and competent smallpox hospital at
the city quarantine station. The money for
the erection of this hospital was advanced
by citizens, but provision for the repayment
of the amounts advanced was made in the
last tax levy. I believe this to have been
a wise move on the part of the city and to

[ praetivally assure us of sanitary conditions

iv case of a reappearance of the disease. The
board of health has also worked upon the
problem of the disposal of garbage, fpon
the expiration of the contract for the haul- j
ing o£ garbage it was not renewed, because I
the courts had practically notified the city
that it could no longer haul garbage and
dump it upon grounds outside of the city,
where there was a legal government to pro-
test against it. Considerable time and effort
was spent in trying to put in operation a
garbage crematory. After many vexatious
delays, this is now under way and will be
completed and ready for operation in the
month of March. The site selected, however,
makes it practically certain that the destruc- I
tion of garbage will be an expensive luxury.
The board of health tried all means to ob-
tain a central site, but was met with protests
and threatened with legal proceedings on the
part of property owners, who were under the
impression that the crematory would prove
a nuisance. The experience of other cities
shows that this is not true. A scientifically
constructed crematory is much less offensive
than an ordinary smokestack: but this is a
fact that will have to be demonstrated to'

the satisfaction of our own people. 1 believe
that the city should operate the crematory

at its present location long enough to dem-
onstrate that it is not a nuisance. At the
same time the council should proceed to ob-
tain option upon a central site, go into the
courts and obtain a ruling favorable to the
erection of a central garbage destructor. The
present crematory may be removed to a new
site and put in operation at a cost not to
exceed $2,500. The council should take up
the question of the gathering and hauling of
garbage. In this connection experience shows
that the contract system will never result in
obtaining a clean city, as people will, where
they are being charged heavily for the haul-
ing of house refuse, conceal, or attempt to
destroy garbage privately, to the dertiment
of the public health. The council should
take up efficiently the problem. Probably It
will be best to do it at the general expense.
The contract system is a worse than use-
less method. Itmerely results in stirring up
refuse. Nor does the plan of charging the
cost back to the householders commend itself.

STO E OPENS
at 8:30.

CLOSES
at 5:30.
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DONALDSON'S GLASS BLOCK.
Annual januar y Sale Muslin Underwear.

jg&mSm I^l3s^ are values we offer you at this peerless sale of High-Class Undermuslinsfor Ladies, Misses
(ffl%3pW£iifiß£' Wml and Chilclren- We promise you that this January Sale will surpass even our notable sale
IMP^ •. yM'i of a year ago. Every garment is correctly designed, cut comfortably full, and finished with
f^^^fe^ 2* Wo> the utmost care—in short, goods are of the high quality you would expect to find here, yet

Jill —&_ Prices are Fully One-Third Below Their Real Values.
J*£~W*?%L^ /^^^\\ NfIVF Ow!n2 to the advantage taken of these sales by small dealers, we limit quantities on tome items. It Is our wish that at

f^^^^^^V^ /l^s^^SS^ these sales as many of our customers as possible be supplied, and none disappointed therefore limitwill be enforced.

WOMEN'S Women's Muslin Drawers
jM3££lW^TO V\ 5? ft9 1 11 "H" S% 0k fAbbP tffe Women's Muslin Drawers, trimmed with fine inserting AA—

Aum&W '/ v&4 $5111^1^ F f IllH 821 SEll^l and edge; tine workmanship: exceptional calve at ...O*fC
WsPPlffl >/ illISSBI '1/ X U Hbl Ss«E.UBb Handsome assortment of Drawers, in umbrella, Melba style;

rv^y SM Mi Wfim IEi/^v£& WsNJsii(f M*&
xt- w* t,

H \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0
v.;,

a«
: "^\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 trimmed with dainty and hemstitching or handsome env

63/ mllMw¥wfif/ x- wo ,
*

,
\u0084,

broidered ruffles and French tucking; best value ever JB OA(VkKiffii/»7 JlftTWvSftJlltt \f W XlSht Kobes made of splendid muslin, Hubbard m d"& - offered for . . .. . 4tfG
rSs^ <tt MyKllMTitd M^^n'Muli 1-r^-n. style

' trimmecl with good embroideries and cluster 4OC Women's Umbrella Drawers^made' wiih deep'"lawn ruffle,brfmv JwsWJw^m All \ xnfiWfM -111 Is©? tucking. Price \u25a0"Ir^jPt.jr Women's Umbrella Drawers—made with deep lawn ruffle,
«£§£ fi^aJll |\ \\ I\u25a0\\ (y ST: I \m&£\ v- X* \u25a0„ k **. .- iV""'"'"""'"'\u25a0*\u25a0''""'"'\u25a0*' ' hemstitched and trimmed with three fine tucks; yoke AKTAmL*i2/ \1 IS\ 111 lT\fM II l»s%\ Il°be of Muslin, trimmed with four rows of mf> . band; actual value 50c; wonderful bargains at ...... fiOCvSwSSSp^feOT \\\\ I \ rvW 1 1^36. lor2hoilL Lace Insertion between cluster of fine (fcjLffCf* ... , _ . . , ... ..b \u0084 \u0084JOJFw*£sFi*\yi \\\\\ u\\ Hkl \ Ertf\ tuckings, long and wide; handsome gown. . . "if^^lLr Women's Drawers, trimmed with good embroidery and AI"A«S9r^jS»^Sfal\\ \\\\\ UV Ik1 1 IIT io^ x- • It- -i i, i \ .- . . cluster of tucks; regular price 89c. Special at 6UV

IML&WK&FKI\W \\\' ill iS V I Empire Night Robe, made with revere and trimmed m*% \ w ,T, .„*_. .<.- J
\u25a0

Mtyprwl/m/iT NAT nil \u25a0 X I a with handsome embroidery; tine muslin- excep- omen a Umbrella Drawers, made with deep ruffle.
<"^-rfss"<i' Hi >sLuL i|J -^SU—^ Il\ tional value at . " ' trimmed with lace edge; good muslin; worth 39c. *%¥Zg±Sj^^--^s^M(, V/a^pi^S \\ r, • ...-Ji,";' •••• Price £OG\u25a0••''^^^ 'Vs- mm?^vw!rß\ In Grecian Night Robe trimmed with 4 dainty em- £%f%PftS^ J> J^w^<£M)l_L N broidery insertions between French tucking, yoke lr&2^(f* • 4f%f\<i £*!«!**& lif«.!^JLflf,h>XC: /^^^W^^'W^^' finished with hemstitched lawn ruffle; very special f |£?U8 dtlill WWalSliif////// lIW I (^WwWJW/JhWm^K Square Neck Night Robes, trimmed with three rows of hem- w , - v ,c .. ¥nr ... \u0084 t . 4.

rllMl Iv IM^/^f/«» stitching and tine lawn ruffle hemstitched around /m<fN Women's fine Percale Shirt Waist, inpretty stripes; the QQa
IWUlvl WKW/WJ^^^V'M neCk and yoke Very dainty. Wonderful bargain |fii*M§tf* new bishop sleeve, cuff and collar; worth 59c. Sale price O?Ft# .

• I'm I Ilil ilSSS^^^^^^Wl' at °nly ••.':..•......... Women's fine Chambray Shirt Waist, made in the new tucked
V iff (II {*' \^^s^^"^^^^WJ Handsome collection of Novelties including the new Bishop Em- effect back and front, new bishop sleeve and cuff, made in

/' I!' IMI **^W&&¥s pire< Marlow and Grecian Gowns, made of choicest materials pr?tty blues and pink, actual value 31.50. Sale QO.
// ' ' /tSC^Ci i*^ C^liy/ trimmed with dainty laces or handsome embroid- m\&*& ' price.. • ••' • %W%9%*
II ill I •\u25a0

cries, hemstitched and French tucking. Unmatch- *Ml&?O .... _ __ -II . ||i| H vs. able bargain for %Jr^^\Jf -.\u25a0 lAfrtifA 1l§fE^l')£fe l§Ct
\u25a0 flit ' V^sf^^ I «^l# I LAI &

// Ij| I /^ 22Q&!*? WOMEN'S Women's Petticoats made with the jihljwii.

- 1/ II 1 >c/ J^vliipC Fvti"^ I fIM« f'l'llimifkAM deep Spanish flounce; trimmed fllj™lf (gWj|
If j, 111 ' l|L , i^^t^f^i? tAllC3LiOiiO VilGll IKSCS with torchon lace insertion, edge to BSVIJ
I YWsk j*^JP^??ss' \ Women's extra long Chemise, made A£% match; extra wide; genuine bargain.. Pr -~ ->:

I lk4s^&om^W W// \ ff«ne cambric, trimmed with pretty |T||f |J Women's Petticoats made with a ~^

' %C^MW§Wmf \ 1^msf tmgand
1
edg!: wo

rfK
thßl-00 -- tucked flounce, in umbrella style, fiAA4%^^W# ifyfl \ . )Vome?! extra length Chemisea, made of fine trimmed with lace- worth 9^c- "for H%^Birilwf/fF/ll \ lawn, trimmed elaborately with lace and rib- wimmea with lace, worth JBc, lor IIbII|

\m%J^W/^/jFi5/IWA \ bon on neck; skirt trim- i'A J| AC tll.is -Sale. Pr

'^^^mM-M'MW/\- \ meji to match; very spe- wl H^SbS) Choice collection of Petticoats made in all the new
i /w^W*l&'/w JfflivAVpf/ \ \ •••••••••••••••••• designs, trimmed very elaborately with rich laces,

I 11 I / Jm M\\M(\ \ \ handsome embroideries or dainty \u25a0> jm .

11 I / 1"^ v^^^^V i dv^^ '^W^s brella styles; wonderful bargains \u25a0\u25a0 tfjB \u25a0

/ 111 I II ; \\ / hb* jfff////// I) White Petticoat trimmed elaborately with very beautiful
I \ Jji \ f _^a/IHl(/il \ laces, in fluffyeffects or rich embroideries inserting and em-
\ \ A M I \ 7 x^^^^A^^S^^p^sJif X broidery flouncings with extra dust gtl tf^ fjjlb\ \,*S \ i // / /^^^^^^^¥®^ilCK\ \\ ruffles, made in the very latest models, j^ yff|
\ r*!tf !lill[\ x / mf^Kl^TO^^^^^f V vl actual values 84 and 85. Sale price

NW/ilwl Iff/ Ym [ml W^^^ivw^sk^ Chiliirpns^ IS &*A ll^A
\u25a0 :Mm/ft \\-iffli~''ill/ n ///lit rk\ Jrk I'l A r^; %[J^ VllllUlVII 9 UlvSSvSi

\u25a0•'•\u25a0'\u25a0-\u25a0 •\u25a0•"•"-\u25a0 rmmllli I\( ill :"///" M'HimI iu\/&>-\k\\h I) i^i.' '\ l^l—^&b(P Infants' Short Nainsook Dress, yoke of fine tucks and dainty

' '/nil Ili 111 I I "tV: v' I (///ill t/JAh^^^^li j*^*^\vll /J/ embroidery insertion; skirt made with deep />§ (jQ|
J lilmillh ii ( f (/(illll \\v &\I hem. Sizes Bix months and two years. Act- m&ttmwn

Sc'ttlllUllli vMlwtfllfW^^^^i^^r^ "
Infants' Short Nainsook Dresses, made circu- o^f^^^^fffmMll/nlll I ' \ iS*-^?vfc*" " lar yoke of hemstitching; finished around yoke |^yf|;

H nfflns///i _3^^SSl/A%''K\\\ "~~~ Vv \ \ZTS V? » with dainty lawn ruffle; worth $1. Sale .^^^^^^

# n>Wl\ Iif/Ifill '.'"" j_."y7^^!^j&^Sg^i|{jiAj^/^ w//// Xlllllrflf'i'r IP% JL rf% '>»Kp^-?^^»^" /// f/W Corset Covers
ff JmSl fm^hllßM uM \HI i'll lift Vv^- Corset Covers, made with V neck, trimmed J 1"^
fJiWlVfimill Pf' »£§ 9^mm/SttS6r»'9wl ( V ill 1 ///// V^O with good embroidery, perfect fitting, worth | |JQ

j&JKmkMl/^\\\\\ fef Da f^ J1 VI I /// lit X Corset Covers, made in Vsquare or low neck, AIZ^Jof!ffi£Waiffi]\\\\\\WtA Wk I 77/7^ ['tt k 'vHH# /Ai \\v Mil 1 / / //// V trimmed with lace embroidery or with dainty JSB MS
% '^m tMmfm\\\\\W^ §^i If////77: 1 (^Un>/ IllniW Ml \ll M 'l/lr\ y

\u25a0
hemstitching, fine cambric, a great variety at ..*\u25a0 V

R&IH UWW&M %(<*\ \ i//M/\si\Zl~*/'i?f //////ll V Will vLV 1 ///// \ ' Handsome collection of Corset Covers, made in JB '-'tfV"-^.f'" /^i^^^lMm I IkSh IW^MM Li1
V ill \\\\ - li^tV French style, trimmed very elaborately with d&jVJrtiZ

w/^^^^l^Snli^^M, 111^1 tV^I HiHll.\ &.b •vjlrvl *^(^:-^ dainty laces or fine embroidery, worth 69c. Sale price .... ™^^^^

Y*3S *tt \^^S^^^^^Children's and'lnfants' Outfits and Underwiar,

:'-^^^^^^^^^^^^f SrV Ifti^mS^^ Ladles'and Children's Winter Underwear, •

Closing Out of Jackets and Furs.

**Tgj«| IIAItl''™l1°0™ ec^ Annomicement.
BwM 18wV IB9 Ladies attending our Great January

I\u0084: . , '. .
t >.. .. \ -",'-\u25a0 Sales are reminded that light lunches,

as well as the moat elaborate dinners, can be had in our model Tea jf|:i"-^
Room,'fourth tiocr. The specials for the week will be ROAST J [m Iz
BEEF or OYSTERS, with accessories;: i .'V.;:•:;;......'."..;....':.":. ***J**.w

It puts a premium on the congealing of ref-
use. 1 believe that large business enterprises,
may and should be made to stand the cost
of destroying their waste, but the house-
holder should be encouraged by all meane
to clean up. The disposal of garbage by fire
has become the popular method in the cities
of England, many of which report remark-
able results in the way of obtaining power
from the destructors. This has been gener-
ally used to develop electric, light. Our peo-
ple have been prone to discount this phase
of the crematory system, but is It wise to
overlook wnat may easily become the nu-
cleus of the city's own electric light plant
in the no far distant future?

Public Improvement*.

The panic of 1893 and the depression of
property values during the years succeeding
forced upon the city a period of severe re-
trenchment in public improvements. The
past four years have b«en marked by parti>*
recovery. During the two years past, it
gives me pleasure to report, there has been
a healthy increase in the volume of municipal
improvements, and during the next three or
four years this recovery should be still more
marked. Years 1899-1900, just closed, there
has been constructed 8.77 miles of paving, as
compared with 4.7 miles during the preceding
two-year term, 1897-S. Sewer construction
for the two-year terms just closed was 13.1
miles, as compared with 7.6 miles for the
two years preceding. Curb construction in-
creased from 6.3 miles for 1897-8 to 19.7 miles
for 1899-1900, and sidewalk construction from
59.1 miles to 95.5 miles. During the past two
years 'the City has laid more stone side-
walks than during any other two-year period
iv the city's history, and more than during
the five years, 1890-4, inclusive. During the
past two years the city has swept, cleaned
and sprinkled more miles of streets than tf.
any previous period in its history. Water and
sewer inspection has been more rigid and
serious leakages located. About ten miles
of new watermain have been laid. A larger
volume of water has been supplied for actual
use of the city, "whereas the cost of distri-
bution has been cut down through the stop-

ping of slippage. The revenue to the city
trora the city waterworks has been increased
several thousand dollars, although the rate
to consumers has been reduced about one-
fourth. The city water plant is still very
Incomplete. The lower pumping stations, in
the interest of public health, must be put
permanently out of commission. The council
has already set aside funds to build a new
station on- the east side of the river, north
af ihe city. This, it seems to me. must soon
be followed with provisions of filtering the
water from the reservoirs. In this connec-
tion the work now undertaken in Philadelphia
with sand filters will prove of great value and
be found reported soon from that city. The
meter system should be established us booh
as possible throughout the city. There is a
double injustice in its absence, as house con-
sumers who do not use meters pay more than
their supply would cost them with meters,
while it has been found that the large con-
sumers, when meters were put in, paid more
than the flat rate. I commend the work of
the water committee in pushing for maters in
railroad yards, the university and other large
institutions aa an important move in the
right direction.

Voting; Machines.
Minneapolis made an experiment in primary

elections in 1899 that has become celebrated
throughout the country, and which caused
considerable comment and some consterna-
tion at home. The principle of the law can-
not be criticised —though its details may be
improved. If the city is to continue in the
van of electoral reform it must reform its
cumbrous method of voting- and declaring
elections. Legislative permission to experi-
ment with voting machines can and should be
obtained to the end that a prompt, accurate
and true declaration of the people's will may
be obtained in every election. Buffalo, Roch-
ester and other progressive cities have tried
them with success. «

General Considerations.
Ours is a large city. We have fifty-three

square miles of area, and over 200,000 people.
We have sixty-one public school*, wlUx aa en*

rallment of 35,000; we have something Ilka
200 church organizations, and one of the four
largest universities in America. We grind
15,000.000 barrels of flour, and saw 6,000,000,000
feet of lumber per annum. Our mills aad
factories employ 25,000 people and turn out a
manufactured product worth over 3100,000.009
per annum. Our aggregate wholesale trans-
action?, including the jobbing trade, exceed

Continued on Eleventh Page.
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