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SETTLE IT IN CAUCUS
AND IMMEDIATELY

Thus Declares the Republican Country Press of
the State Anent the Senator-

ship.

The Caucus Means Party Harmony—An Early
One Means Economy of Legis-

lative Time.

Th© republican country press of Minne-
sota is overwhelmingly in favor of a set-
tlement of the short term senatorial con-
Test in a republican legislative caucus to
7)e held at as early a date- as possible.
This course is favored generally as the
\u25a0best means of avoiding bitter and disunit-
ing party strife and permitting the repub-
lican majority to select the senator with-
out dictation or interference from the fu-
sion (minority.

On Tuesday The Journal directed
Its correspondents throughout the state to
secure expressions from the editors of

republican papers on two questions: First,
whether they favored the settlement of
the senatorial question in a republican
caucus, and, second, if so, whether they
favored an early caucus so as to permit
the legislature to go about the other in>
portant work of the session. Replies were
received from seventy-four editors. Some
gave their personal opinions and others
sent extracts from editorial expressions
already or just about to be published.

Of the seventy-four who answered,
sixty-five favor a caucus settlement,
while seven want the contest fought out

in the legislative joint session and two'
are of dubious mind.

Of the sixty-five who favor a caucus,
forty-eight declare for an early one so
as to facilitate legislative business, while
eight "want delay, and the remainder ex-
press no opinion.

Here are the replies:

What the Kelitors Say.
Editor Chatfleld News—l heartily favor an

early republican caucus.
A. E. Pfremmer, Aitkin Age—The republi-

cans should by all means come to an agree-
i ment in caucus and not permit the fight to
be carried into the legislature, which could
only result in a deadlock or in placing the
balance of power in the hands of a few dem-
ocrats and populists. An overwhelming re-
publican majority in Minnesota demands that
the late Senator Davis' successor be a true
blue republican and elected by the republi-
cans, and the sooner the representatives of
this vast majority agree upon a man the bet-
ter it will be.

O. C. Cole, St. James Plaindealer—l am in
favor of settling the senatorial question at
once by electing any good man—and Minne-
sota has plenty of them—and avoiding the
use of boodle, which has brought disgrace
upon so many states.

Editor Stephen Leader—l consider it for
the best interests of the state and the repub-
lican party that the senatorial question should
be settled by a republican legislative caucus,
and such caucus should be held at as early a
date as practicable, so that the legislature
may early begin to devote its time and atten-
tion to the strte's business.

Irving Todd, Hastings Gazette—l do not
favor a caucus.

X. A. Gordon, Crookston Daily Journal—
The senatorial question should be settled by
a republican legislative caucus, as other-
wise the opposition might have the balance
of power in a close contest, and thus defeat
the wish of the majority of republican mem-
bers. Xo time should be lost in holding this
caucus and decide the question for good.

William O'Brien, Eden Valley Journal—lt
would certainly be better republicanism for
the republican legislature to choose the next
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senator without the aid of the democrats—
that is, in caucus. There appears to me to- be
no urgent need for an early caucus. Let the
members of the legislature have a chance to
get acquainted with the candidates and learn
how their constituents feel regarding the
man who is to succeed the late Senator C. K.
Davis.

J. A. Henry, Janesville Argus—lf the sena-
torial question could be gone into in good
faith, it should be settled by a caucus, and
the caucus should be held at as early a date
as possible. However, the situation is such
that a republican caucus would probably not
settle the question.

W. L. Bucksen, Blooming Prairie Times-
While I believe that if. would be to the best
interests of the state and the republican
party that the senatorial question should be
settled by a republican legislative caucus,
still there does not seem to be any need of
undue haste. For it is a matter of the great-
est importance that we send a man to the
senate who will be able not only by virtue
of his position, but because of his experience
and prestige in congress, to do the mostgood for the state, and consequently some de-
liberation in the matter does not seem to be
out of the way.

ble time sliould be allowed so that a con-
sensus of opinion may be reached.

M. Hahrorsen, Albert Lea Enterprise—l
want a republican caucus, but would not
have it held for ten days or two weeks.

R. C. Blackmer, Albert Lea Times—l advo-
cate a republican caucus to be held at once,
or without unnecessary delay.

Clint L." Luce, Albert Lea Tribune—l favor
the choice to be made by a republican cau-
cus, the same to be held at as early a date
as it is possible.

Glenn Howard, Alden Advance—l favor an
early republican caucus.

F. M. Dlmond, Wiuthrop News—lt would
be for the best interests of the state and es-
pecially of the republican party if the selec-
tion of a senator were settled at as early a
date as possible by a republican caucus. This
would prevent the democratic minority from
participating and thus facilitate and expedite
matters, securing for the republicans their
choice for senator as. expressed by the ma-
jority of republicans, preventing collusion of
the minority in the other parties and giving
the legislature a chance to begin at once to
take up state matters.

A. J. Stone, Wabasha Standard—The sena-
torial question should be settled in caucus
at once, thereby eliminating objectionable fea-
tures of a senatorial campaign.

C. G. Bowdisb, Shakopee Tribune—ln so
far as the fairness of this proposition goes,
there ought not to be the slightest question;
the minority would hardly be willingto say
that, were they In the majority, they would
not take every means to "cinch" their choice.
But with the political proportions of the leg-
islature as they are, I doubt if the end would
justify the means. A mistake in selection
from the present field of aspirants could
hardly be made, and I see no reason why the
whole people, through the whole legislature,
should not have a voice In the selection.
Theoretically, at least, it would be harder to
"corner" the whole legislature than a part
of it; and this should, again theoretically,
serve to place all the aspirants on a more
even footing. If a caucus is held, it should
be held as soon as possible.

Philip Liesch, Brown County Journal and
New Ulm Volksblatt—Since the democrats
will probably present the name of their own
candidate for consideration, I think the sen-
atorial question should be settled in republi-
can legislative caucus. And the caucus
should be held at as early a date as possible.
No other business can be satisfactorily trans-
acted until the election of a successor to the
late Senator Davis is disposed of.

I. A. Casw^il, Anoka Herald—l am in favor
of a caucus by the republican members of the
legislature. The matter is exclusively one
for republicans to settle, and democrats
should not be allowed to mix in it at all.
About the date until the announcement cf
Mr. Lowry's candidacy I was in favor of a
caucus at the earliest possible moment, but
the new conditions will require time to ad-just and I.cannot say now that I consider avery early caucus advisable.

G. S. Pease, Anoka Union—l am in favor
of a caucus by the republicans at the ear-
liest possible moment. They ought to get
together at once and settle the matter.

J. E. Henry, Montevideo Advance—An ear-ly caucus is for the good of the republican
party and the general business interests of
the legislature.

C,. E. Mills, Montevideo Commercial—l amopposed to any caucus, as it will have a ten-dency to shut off some candidates whom I
would like to see have a chance with therest, and I do not believe that they would
have such a chance in a caucus.

George F. "Wright, Isanti County Press—lcertainly do consider it for the best interestsof the state and the republican party that the
senatorial question should be settled by arepublican caucus, thus preventing the par-
ticipation of the democratic minority in its
settlement. But now that Mr. Lowry has
entered the race I think the chances for acaucus very poor. If Mr. Evans remains inthe field, the fight will never be settled in acaucus. Had Tawney kept out Evans to-daywould have, votes enough to force a caucusThe present state of affairs emphasizes
stronger than ever the necessity of taking
the election of United States senators out ofthe control of the legislature and placing thispower in the hands of the people.

Harry P. Rising, Faribault Journal—l do
not think it for the best interests of the stateand republican party to have a caucus at
all.

A. W. MeKinstry, Faribault Republican—l
am In favor of holding a caucus but am not

,in favor of crowding the matter. A reasona-1

A. E. Quinn, Cloquet Independent—First
elect Knute Nelson and theu caucus for a
successor to Davis. Let the strongest mam
win in a friendly caucus the minute Nelaon
is chosen.

A. W. Sheets, Long Prairie Argus—The
contest will be the all-absorbing question be-
fore the legislature until it is settled. It
looks as though Evans has decidedly the ad-
vantage, but unless it is settled soon there
may be elements projected into the contest
that will prolong it—which is a condition to
be avoided if possible. The legislature is
overwhelmingly republican and this contest
should be settled by republicans as soon as
possible. It is \o the interests of the party
that tho business of the session be pushed
with all possible vigor and the session cut
short as possible, but U this senatorial fight
is allowed to drag along it will interfere with
the regular business and necessarily prolong
the session to the extreme limit. Not only
this, it will give the democrats an oppor-
tunity of combining with some faction and
deciding the election, which might result In
a bad split in the republican party. If the
fight is settled in caucus such an outcome
will be avoided and party interests will not
suffer. Not only should the matter be set-
tled in caucus, but disposed of within thecoming week, bo that the members can de-
vote their time to the business of the session.

Kelson & Masurier, Hallock News—We
consider it for the best interests of the repub-
lican party that the senatorial question should
be settled by a republican legislative caucus.

C. C. Eastman, Wadena Pioneer Journal—
I am of the emphatic opinion that tlie con-
test should be settled by a caucus of the
republican members. The caucus should be
called at once and the matter settled a»
speedily as possible. The best interests of
•the state and the republican party demandan early and satisfactory settlement. The
rank and file of the party are watching this
coptest with especial interest and are weigh-
ing in the balance every republican mem-
ber. It is to be hoped none will be found
wanting.

"Wells Forum and Wells Advocate both
favor a republican caucus.

J. H. Shevin, Winnebago Press News—l
believe a republican caucus, called at an
early date should settle the question.

Z. M. Edwards, Pine Poker—No, I am not
in favor of a republican legislative caucus,
as I am for Moses E. Clapp and think he
has some stanch friends and admirers among
the minority, who wish to express their, as
well aa their constituents, wishes.

11. C. Hotaling, Mapleton Enterprise—Tne
senatorial question should be settled at once,
so that other matters of importance to the
people of the state may be considered. There
is no desire for or need of a long drawn
out contest.

Mr. Deawes, Staples World—l believe in a
caucus and an early one.

11. P. Wood, Sauk Rapids Free Press—l am
firmly convinced that it is to the Interes*
of the republican party to hold a caucus and
by this means avoid a long drawn out con-
troversy. It is the only proper course* to
pursue in determining, satisfactorily, Con-
tests of this character, and it should' be
held as soon as practicable so that the

legislators could devote their time and
minds to other business. Furthermore, should
this method prevail it would stop the op-
position from raising the cry of any legis-
lator being improperly influenced, or that
any candidate had gained the seat through
the use of the almighty dollar.

James Ruane, Slayton Gazette—The suc-
cession should be settled by a caucus of the
republican members, .As the legislature is
now in~ working order the regular work can
be taken up and performed until the elec-
tion of Senator Kelson. Then a caucus
should be held to select a sucessor to
Senator Davis. Should this be done before
the re-election of Kelson two fights might
foe precipitated instead of one, and ie be-
hooves the republicans to avoid friction as
much as possible. Were it possible to choose
;i successor to Davis on a lirst or second
ballot it would be the proper thine: to elect
him at once. But this does not appear pos-
sible at present, A little time may crystalize
sentiment.

C. J. Pryor, Glencoe Register—"We believe
it to the best interests of the state that
the senatorial question should be- settled
by a republican caucus as soon as possible
and thereby clear the way so that legisla-
tive business could be taken up.

W« -M. Fuller, Little Falls Transcript—The
best interests of the party suggest that a

republican caucus should make a senatorial
nomination, and the election be made by
republican votes. A caucus should be held
as early as practicable. The republican sena-
tors and members are oc the ground, and
doubtless realize the chances of a caucus at
this time resulting in a deadlock, which a
slight delay might avoid. To accomplish
what seems desirable in the way of having
the question settled by the republicans a
delay in holding the caucus may be advisable.

11. B. Wakefleld, Hutchinson Times—l favor
settling it in a republican caucus but there
is no hurry about it.

W; A. Foland, Benson Times—Settle the
matter in a republican caucus at once so
that the legislature may go about its other
important work.

O. E. Hague, Benson Review—l am strong-
ing in favor of an early republican caucus.
Why should the matter be allowed to drag
along, delaying ether business?

A. A. Caswell, Princeton Union—The legis-
lative' caucus is the proper thing and the
earlier the senatorial contest is decided the
better for all interested.

D. Sinclair, Winona Republican—Custom in
this state—which in this case is a wise and
judicious one—prescribes the caucus, or con-
ference, as th? best method of arriving at it
satisfactory choice of a candidate, and thi.s
contributes to party harmony. To go into the
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