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They're Ready

The Journal Almanac for
1901 Is Now On Sale......

This is the only almanac which
adds to the general information of
the best annual publication of this
kind supplementary pages con-
taining all kinds of information
about the northwest. The Journal
Almanac gives statistics about
Minneapolis, Minnesota and the
Dakotas, election returns in de-
tail, bank clearings, census re-
turns, party platforms of the state
and nation, the members of the
legislature and the officers of that
body, and all information of a
miscellaneous character The Jour=-
nal Almanac has given heretofore,
and much which has not hitherto
been incorporated in that book.

Only 25¢ at Journal Counter.

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT

There s apparently no intention to dis-
solve the present British parliament and
issue writs for a new election as pre-
cedents would suggest on such an oc-
caslon as the death of the monarch. The
present parliament has only been or-
ganized a short time and there is proba-
bly no disposition to bring about another
few weeks of electlon turmoil just now.

The term of parliament under the Sep-
tennial bill, which was enacted in 1716,
is seven years unless a defeat of a gov-
ernment measure or the death of the sov-
ereign ocours. Looking back over the
records of British parliaments it appears
that the only parliament which completed
the full seven years within a few days
was the one which passed the Septennial
act. The next parliament was dissolved
after five sessions by the death of George
1. The last parliament under George II
lasted six years, nine months and nine-
teen days and it held a session after the
king’s death.

Of the thirteen parliaments under

George III., not one reached the legal
term of duration. Under George IV. there
‘were two perliaments elected, the last be-
ing dissolved by the death of the king.
Under William IV. four parliaments were
elected, the last being dissolved upon the
death of the king.
- Under Victoria no parliament has at-
tained seven years. It will be perceived
that precedent would seem to establish
a rule for the dissolution of a parliament
upon the death of the sovereign. It is
held by distinguished English constitu-
tional lawyers that the time fixed for
final dissolution of parliament within the
seven-year period, is entirely a matter of
poMtical expediency. y

It was the Long Parliament, which in
1641 enacted a law for triennial parlia-
ments to put a stop to the arbitrary
course of Charles 1., who hated parlia-
ments because they brought constitu-
tional restraint upon him. This act was a
great advantage to the people in their
fight egainst the crown’s usurpations. In
1693 it was further enacted that parlia-
ment should be held once a year and that
a new parliament should be called every
three years from the dissolution of the
previous parliament. This was resisted
by the king (William IIL), but he was
compelled to give his assent the next yvear
because of the strength of public opinion.

The Septennial act was passed because
of the alleged expense and excitement of
frequent elections, the chief motive being
the prevention of the intrigues and inter-
ference of the displaced Stuart family.
There is now in England a growing tend-
ency to secure a reduction of the dura-
tion of parliament on the ground that the
tremendous increase in the rapidity of
communicating news makes it necessary,
because of the possibility of a change of
governmental policy in a day or a week,
to preserve the relative closeness be-
tween government policy and the sense of
the nation expressible in electoral control.

Our own system of elections of con-
gressmen every two years would seem to
glve the nation a sufficiency of electoral
control, yet its palpable defect is that we
elect congressmen who cannot take their
seats untll a whole year has elapsed and

l

may hayve lost their interest and become
bloodless ciphers. It is true that they
may sit earlier in the somewhat rare oc-
currence of an extra session. The Eng-
lish electoral system has the advantage,
however, of greatly minimizing the tur-
moil and bitterness of a general election
by condensing the excitement into two or
three weeks instead of rudely disturbing
the business of the country for six months,
as is the case with us.

Charley Towne is singing his senatorial
populistic swan song to-day. It was en-
tirely unnecessary for Charley to put on
record as his only utterance of importance
during his short senatorial career an ex-
pression of his unreconcilablieness, the
only possible effect of which; if it has any
consequences at all, will be to give aid and
comfort to those in arms against his coun-
try’s flag. The day will come when Char-
ley will not be as proud of this day’s
work as he seems to be now.

A QUESTION OF SIDEWALKS
TheJourmnal is in receipt of the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. L. M. Stewart’s at-
torney:

To the Editors and Proprietors of The Min-
neapolis Journal: Rk
I am instructed by Mr, L. M. Stewart to
notify you that he considers as libelous and
grossly injurious to him your statement upon
the editorial page of your issue of January
14th, as follows:

To Inquirer—It is hardly safe to say that
the sidewalk at the northwest corner of Hen-
nepin avenue and Fourth street has not been
cleaned since 1847. The abutting property has
not belonged to the present owner all the
time since that date.

It is not necessary to inform you that Mr.
Stewart is the owner of the property which
you describe, or that he and his property are
the subjects of your slanderous attack in this
article. Other publications than this, with-
in the recent past, have appeared in your
columns, reflecting slanderously and con-
temptuously, but by somewhat of indirection;
upon the character and property of Mr. Stew-
art. I am directed by him to inform you that
if any more such references are made in your
paper, either with regard to his character,
or reflecting injuriously upon his property,
he will prosecute and seek redress in the
courts to the utmost limit that they will af-
ford him relief for the injuries you have
done him by publishing the slanderous ar-
ticles in tha past, and for every further and
future slanderous matter you publish against
him. Mr. Stewart desires to be let alone,
and proposes to preserye intact his good
charaeter and reputatior in this community
and to protect his property. Very respect-
fully, —Albert H. Hall.

TheJournal, along with every other
citizen of Minneapolis, is interested in the
condition of the sidewalk in front of Mr.
Stewart’s residence property. It is the
custom of the country that the owner or
occupant of the city residence or place of
business shall keep the sidewalk in front
of his property comfortably and safely pas-
sable. It is understood that Mr. Stewart
refuses to conform to this custom because
he contends that if the matter of sidewalk
cleaning were reduced to a legal proposi-
tion and the courts were to say whose
business it is to keep the sidewalks clean
they would decide that it is the duty of
the city government to clean all sidewalks.

Whether Mr. Stewart’s idea.of this mat-
ter is correct or not, public convenience
and comfort require that the sidewalks be
cleared of smow and ice in winter, and as
long as the city does not clean sldewalks
in front of the property of other people it
is not likely to clean the sidewalk in front
of Mr. Stewart’s property. It seems,
therefore, as if it were reasonable to expect
Mr. Stewart to manifest as much regard
for the safety and comfort of his neighbors
and fellow-oitizens as they do for his wel-
fare, and to make as much of an effort to
maintain the generally neat and tidy ap-
pearance of the city as any of his fellow-
citizens. And it will doubtless occur to
some who read the above letter that if Mr.
Stewart had given the money which he
probably expended upen his attorney as a
fee for writing it, to some needy man who
would be glad to get the job, he could have
had his sidewalks cleaned the entire win-
ter.

As to calling the attention of the public
to the fondltion of the sidewalk on the
corner of Fourth street and Hennepin ave-
nue, the corner which Mr. Stewart occu-
ples, The Journal will certainly feel
at liberty to speak of the matter as often
as the facts justify.

CHARITY MADE PRACTICAL

The address of Rev. Dr. Samuel G.
Smith last evening at the Church of, the
Redeemer, was an exhaustive exposition
of the necessity and the nature of com-
mon sense in the giving of charitable re-
lief.

The speaker insisted on the inherent
superiority of the interests of organized
society over those of the individual, in
every case of personal poverty. Our whole
scheme of modern society. he showed,
to be an industrial scheme, dependent
for its success upon the individual con-
tributions of all the members of so-
ciety to the well-being of the whole. To
the extent that families in a community
fail to support themselves by their own
exertions does the community fail to re-
alize its proper ideal; and to the same
extent are all the members of that com-
munity interested in inducing those dere-
lict families to endeavor to make them-
selves self-supporting.

The lowest and least useful form of
charity is the administration of alms,
and when other measures are possible
and are left untried, the giving of alms
may be positively uncharltat;le.

The ‘highest charity consists in im-
proving the conditions of the aggregate
community by eradicating as far as pos-
sible all the indisposition of individuals
to work for their own support. When they
are able to help themselves, the first
duty of charity is to encourage and in-
duce them to do so.

To omit this duty, and at the same
time to give alms, is to encourage pau-
perism, the bane of all society. Suppose
the case of a man who appears healthy
and vigorous, who complains that he has
had no work, and is hungry, and asks
for a dinner. ‘‘Give him a dinner and
step there? No.” Dr. Smith' points out
that if the applicant be, in fact, a shirk,
to give him a dinner only will encourage
him to continue to shirk, and if the ap-
plication be this man’'s beginning in
asking alms, to give him a dinner only
may injure both him and society by in-
directly leading him into the hope of liv-
ing by asking alms. So the duty of char-
ity is to combine, with the giving of a din-
ner, the effort to help the man to get
his next and all later meals by his per-
sonal exertions.

But do you not need to know his past
history, his capacity for work, his family
relations, and the reasons why he is not
a working bee instead of a drone in the
hive? Certainly. Here comes in the
necessity of investigation into the merits
of the case. This is the appropriate prov-
ince of the Associated Charities. Only
by full co-operation can the necessary in-
formation be acquired. No individual
charity worker, and no church or other

society, can undertake this work with
any show of success. The Associated
Charities stands ready, as the strong
right arm of society and of every chari-
table individual, to secure and furnish
the facts which will show what is the
highest need in every case where alms is
asked. The instances cited by Dr. Smith
of the good results attained through this
form of combined action in charity, were
numerous and instructive, and they suf-
ficed to demonstrate the yalue of organ-
ization in all forms of charitable relief.

Only a stenographic report of the lec-
ture could give an adequate idea of its
merits, or of the convictions which it was
calculated to engender concerning what
is practical charity and what is not. The
eloquent speaker is at his best when dis-
cussing high and deep sociclogical prob-
lems, snd on this occasion he drew from
long observation, study and experience the
facts needed to enforce conclusively the
conclugions he had himself reached. His
discussion covered the whole range of the
problems created by the peculiar necessi-
ties of modern industrial society. By the
broadest considerations of political, in-
dustrial and social economy, he showed
that the problem of the unemployed is an
incident of the wonderfui development in
modern times of improved methods of
production and distribution of wealth, and
a problem for which the people in the
aggregate are responsible, and which or-
ganized society is in duty bound to solve
as far as possible.

The Associated Charities plan of opera-
tions is not mere theory, nor is it cold,
intellectual study alone, nor does it stand
for nor require delay. The great essen-
tials of all true charitable relief are that
it must be, first, immediate; second, suffi-
cient, and third, wise. Organized charity
endeavors to see that all these essentials
are realized. Especially does it under-
take to see that the relief furnished to the
needy shall be not only immediate, but
also sufficient to remedy as far as pos-
sible the evll in the particular case.

By this able address of Dr. Smith, re-
newed attention is directed to the work
of the Associated Charities of Minne-
apolis, which is pursued along the lines
indicated by the eloquent divine from St.
Paul.

Mayor Ames made a tour of the saloons
of the city Saturday night. He met so
many old friends that he was able to in-
spect only a part of those he had on his
list. And Jim Gray really thought he had
a chance to win.

AGUINALDO AGAIN

Aguinaldo, according to a recent inter-
view, said to have taken place somewhere
in Luzon, declares that he will not ac-=
cept amnesty, which he says ‘“means sla-
very and obedience to the will of McKin-
ley.” No doubt Aguinaldo finds his soul
greatly refreshed by the sympathy ex-
pressed so gushingly by the Missouri and
Arkansas legislatures recently, even if he
was grieved over the very emphatic in-
dorsement of the treaty of Paris by the
American nation at the November elec-
tion. Aguinaldo knowe that his revolt is
hopeless and that all the efforts of his
American sympathizers, who are daily de-
claring that the “Filipino nation” is hold-
ing out ‘triumphantly, will not avail to se-
cure the withdrawal of the United States
from the archipelago.

Our government is a better source of
news from the Philippines than Aguinaldo,
The réports of the military authorities and
the government commission show very
clearly that the followers of the would-be
dictator are coming in and submitting in
increasingly large numbers, and that the
commission is carrying out, as far as its
present powers permit, the generous and
enlightening policy of the government,
which the majority of the people are ac-
cepting with pleasure and desire to see it
effectuated through the archipelago.

The commission has some very impor-
tant problems to solve, chief among which
is the establishment of clvil government
in the towns and provinces. It is in the
power of Aguinaldo’s guerrillas to ob-
struct and delay the consummation of this
policy through the part of the island of
Luzon yet in a disturbed condition, but
it will certainly be actualized, just as or-
der and peace have been established in
the territory the United States has ac-
quired on this continent from France,
Spain and Mexico.

Our government is now effecting im-
provement in Manila and vicinity and at
other points, such as the comstruction of
good roads, school buildings and water
works, bridges, etc. A company is about
to build a railway from Manila through
Batangas province to the south, some 200
miles long, and the Manila and Dagupan
railway is to be extended ninety miles
north, making the road altogether 202
miles long. The government will soon he-
gin the construction of a military railway
from Dagupan to Apparri, at the northern
extremity of Luzon. These are a few of
the indications of progress under American
rule in that region and whichk will speed-
ily be extended when order is maintained.

They who are giving their aid and sym-
pathy to Aguinaldo in this couniry as
weil as those in Luzon, are wantonly and
maliclously opposing the supreme better-
ment of the natives.

The gentlemen who were going to repeal
the Hennepin primary election law have
not been .so active since the legislature
met as before. -

A THANKLESS TASK

President Eliel is ready to quit. In
fact ‘he has' quit, if we understand him,
unless a sufficient number of business men
to make a successful business organiza-
tion come to him with assurances of co-
operation and support. It really looks
as if the attempt to reorganize the Board

establish a public affairs -organization,
comprising the best and strongest busi-
ness institutions in the city, had proven
a dead failure and that nothing of the
kind could be done here.

The trodble is that busy business men
do not feel the need of such an organiza-
tior and so long as they do not they are
not going to give their time or their money
to the organization of such an institu-
btion.

The whole business might as well be
dropped for the present. We don’t be-
lieve it will stay dropped, however, for
the time is pretty sure to come when men
who have their money invested here in
permanent business plants and in real
property will find that they cannot afford
to be without some kind of a strictly pub-
lic affairs organization with plenty of
money to work with. But that happy state
of the public mind in business circles will
not come till Minneapolis has accumulated
several black eyes commercially, indus-
trially, financially or politically which

of Trade or more correctly speaking to |

might have been avolded if such an organ-
ization as has been seriously attempted,
but is now practically abandoned, were in
existence. The black eyes will come.
There need be no apprehension on that
score. Minneapolis cannot drift along in-
definitely and get the best of it every time
in competition with cities near and far
which are organized and on the constant
lookout for the main chance. Private
business does mot thrive on that basis;
neither wil public interest be promoted
in that way.

Governor Van Sant gave the rich oil in-
spection office to Fred Schiffman in return
for the political services of the Schiffman-
Reese-Vandiver-Warner ring. Then that
crowd turned around and took advantage
of the governor’s newness in office to se-
cure the ill-advised pardon of a notorious
shoplifter. We would like to publish what
the governor thinks about that outfit now
if it weren’t for the danger of setting the
paper afire.

M. Brunetiere, a French
The Levelingjierateur ot the observant
Tendencies, type, says that the Ameri-

cans are much less demo-
cratic than they pretend to be, but that the
aristocratic, tendencies are continually being
overcome by the preponderating influence of
the immigrants, especially those of Irish
type, “*which is essentialy and always demo-
cratic,” and which sets about to destroy
whatever traces of inequality it may find in
the structure of society. There is a good
measure of truth in the observation. A civ-
ilization that becomes fixed in anyway be-
glos to develop *‘old families' and other aris-
tocratic notions of rank or official position in
the community. The influx of new blood and
new material is hostile to this crystallizing
tendency, and happily so. There is much
to be said for the immigrant. He has thrown
off the shackles of an old environment and
he comes into the new full of life and breezi-
ness. His originality and mother wit make
anything like an aristocracy laughable. There
is nothing that kiils pretension of any kind
like the sense of humor. You can laugh an
idea out of stamding when you cannot fight
it out. Look at the attempts to give expres-
sion to a sort-of sense of priority through
organizations. claiming to go- back to the
revolutionary war—such as the *‘Daughters”
of varfous colcnial things. The idea seems
to be an admirable one and full of patriotic
ardor. But it is reoeived with suspicion.
The comic papers have made these move-
ments look rather dubious. The Daughter
is kept from becoming too haughty by being
laughed at.

Literary aristocracies, like American sa-
lons, that spring up here and there, soon at-
tract the attention of the humorist and fall
by their own weight.

There is also a spiritual aristocracy that
claims particular privileges, but it is soon
treated as the poet Riley treated the ‘‘astral
state” of the theosophists. - He referred to
It as ‘“‘the astral, or jack-astral state,”” and
the whole continent smiled.

Anything formal or pretentious has a great
battle to fight for existence. Nature is a
great leveler because she laughs. The world
is full of gleé. When one gets out under the
stars his little family, social or financial
pretensions shrink to their native nothing-
ness. - To be successful, they must be done
up in corsets and be be-gowned and kept
in close rooms, ‘where the air is bad and
where late hours are kept.

There are some things that do not need to
organize. The Amalgamated Order of Morn-
ing Stars that First Sang Together, or the
Association of the Sons of God That Shouted
for Joy would be anomalies.

The prize blockhead among census enumer-
ators turned in his accounts from Indianapo-
lis. Hé filled out the query ‘‘length of resi-
dence” on his blanks thus: “20x40,” *‘76 feet,”’
etc. He had carefully measured the houses.
There's a man who ought to be in government
service right along.

The queen left a fortune of $49,000,000. In
1861 she invested $2,300,000 in real estate, then
practically waste land, in South Kensington.
It has since become a fashionable suburb.

‘Mrs. Nation smashed two saloons at Enter-
prise, Kan., but failed to wreck any at Hope,
Kan. She had hope at Enterprise, but lacked
enterprise at Hope,

A Frenchman has invented a method of ex-
tracting sugar from cane or beet juice by
electricity. That is the method Edison uses
on the public to extract his *‘sugar.”’

Kansas papers were much disappointed in
Elbert Hubbard. He was too much like ordi-
nary folks. This is Mr. Hubbard’s ‘‘star com-
pliment” up to date.

No Kansas paper has yet referred to Mrs.
Nation as a “sweet young thing'’ with that
timid, shrinking manner that we adore in
women,

There is said to be an antiexpectoration ma-
jority /in the Chicago city council, and its
Americanism is strongly suspected on Clark
street. /

Montana is trying to elect another senator.
Mr. Clark left a record as an excavator that
will be difficult to approach.

The Atchison Globe wants to lynch Mrs.
Nation.

liquor his soul is jarred within him.

If Mrs. Nation would smash a few of the
saloon pictures, art would not seriously suf-
fer.

AMUSEMENTS

“Brown’s in Town” at the Metro-

politan. ;.
“Brown’s in Town,” billed, for some in-
scrutable reason, as ‘‘the extraordinary

farce,’”” .is neither better nur worse than' on
the occasion of its previous visits. A frank
and manifest imitation of the earlier Broad-
hurst farces, 1t has all their faults and few
of their virtues. One readily believes the
story told in theatrical circles, that Manager
Rosenthal, who was then in charge of a
“Why Smith Left Home'’ company, thought
of ihe title “Brown’s in Town,”” and, being
much enamored of it, straightway had a
farce written around the name. There are
internal evidences of the truth of this story.
At any rate, it is a matter of history that
Mr. Rosenthal brought the farce to Minne-
apolis almost at the beginning of its career,
and that the verdict then pronouced against
it was later on indorsed by the Gotham erit-
ics on the occasion of its New York presenta-
tion. Its original owner then let go and it
has since been exploited in the provinces.
For the ome-night stand circuit it is well
adapted, both by reason of the fact that a
small company is required and because of
the character of the farce itself, which is
calculated to cajole the Inexperienced into
the belief that they are really seeing some-
thing very funny.

The palpable absurdity, not to say impos-
sibility, of most of the situations is the
principal defect of the farce. Most farces,
in the last analysis, are absurd, but the suc-
cessful farce writer is he who contrives to
impose these absurdities upon his audiences
as realities.

The company whick appeared last night at
the Metropoiitan in the single performance
of the engagement is a fairly good ome, and
managed to entertain the audience in spite
of the heavy handicap. Maude Knowlton
plays the young wife with charming vivaci-
ty and life. Her svelte style of beauty is in
pleasing contrast to that of the cherubie
Jessie Mae Hall, who plays the amateur
cook with pretty naivete. Fannie Midgely,
as the colored cook lady, is very clever and
her coon songs are well received. Edith
Weil as the German heiress is very bad.
But that may not be altogether her fault.
The role is a hopeless one under any condi-
tions. The men of the company are ade-
quate, most of the work falling on George
Welch as the young husband, Charles Horn
as his father and Emmett ‘Whitney as his
rival. Manny Ward shows promise in his
characterization, while George Ebner, as an
utterly impossible gardener of the rural type,
Dleases with his imitations, —W. B. C.

Foyer Chat,

““The Sign of the Cross,”” Wilson Barrett’s
beautiful and impressive story of Rome and
the persecution of the early Christians, will
begin its fourth annual engagement at the
Metropolitan for a week, beginning to-night,
with matinees Wednesday and Saturday. The

and appeals strongly to the

story of the drama is intensely interesting
emotions. Charles

When Mr. Howe thinks of ruined.

Dalton, who has been at the head of William
Greet’'s company ever since it came to this
country four years ago, will be seen as Mar-
cus Superbus, the Roman prefect.

Next Sunday night, at the Metropolitan,
the adventures of Harry Corson Clarke as
Colonel Tompkins in the new farce comedy,
‘‘What Did Tompkins Do?” will be exploited.
Mr. Clarke has made an enviable reputation
as a comedian. The prospect of seeing him,
therefore, in His new role, with, it is “said,
an efficient supporting company, and in a
play for which the critics everywhere have
only words of praise, 18 one of pleasure.

*“M’liss,” one of the greatest favorites that
the American stage has known, is being given
a most elaborate revival this season. New
scenery has been especially prepared. A gen-
uine stage coach, which has seen service in
the Sierras, has also been provided by the
management, who have left nothing undone
to make the present revival most successful.
The story of ‘‘M'liss”” is written in Bret
Harte’s best style and did much to make
that author famous. It is a happy combina-
tion of love and adventure, interpreted by the
best company that has ever attempted its
portrayal. ‘“M’liss” is to be the attraction
at the Bijou next week. .

New York Daily Letter.

BUREAU OF THE JOURNAL,
No. 21 Park Row.
A Boom in Sky-Scrapers.

Jan. 28.—Interest In the big sky-scrapers
that are cropping up in all sections of Man-
hattan island is by no means confined to the
completed structures, for the work of build-
ing the foundations and putting up the steel
framework eonstantly draws crowds to the
Places where they are in course of construc-
tion. At the present time there are four im-
mense office buildings going up within the
shadow of Trinity church. In that section
of the town the demand for office room is
greater to-day than it has ever been be-
fore. Every one of the scores of enormous
buildings is filled and the demand continues
without abatement. In the construction of
the new buildings the new compressed air
system is being used for the work on the
foundations. 'This is to force the water out
of the deep mines in which the stone plers
are to be sunk. Under the old system the

water was no small undertaking. None of
the excavations is less than sixty feet deep.
Down these decp walls are sent dirt buckets
four feet deep and about three feet in dia-
meter, the b#ekets being suspended from the
arm of a great crane by a wire rope, and
lowered into an iron cylinder eight feet in
diameter, the latter extending like a vertical
subway straight down to the bottom of the
shaft. From the upper end of the cylinder
to the lower end of the shaft runs a rubber
hose through which the engine forces com-
pressed air, at forty pounds pressure. Two
men are lowered in each bucket, and as soon
as their conveyance is inside the mouth of
the cylinder an air-tight lid with a hole in
the center for the wire rope is shut over the
top of the tube and the compressed air is
turned on.

Heavy Air Pressure.

For a moment the bucket rests on a second
air-tight door six feet below the upper
door, and then is ‘“‘equalized’’ through it into
the main shaft, the principle being the same
as that of the canal lock. As.the air con-
tinues to pour from the hose the bucket is
permitted to slowly descend until it is de-
posited at the bottom of the shaft. There
the men work with pick and shovel, often
suffering greatly from the air pressure as
the depth increases. The evil effects, as a
rule, are not felt while at work, but only
after the men have reached the surface. As
the shafts deepen the hours of labor are de-
creased, the surface men working eight
hours a day, while at the depth of fifty or
sixty feet they work six hours in four
shifts. Then by degrees as the pressure and
hot air become more intolerable the hours are
reduced to four, to two, until finally one and
a half hours constitute a day's work, being
‘worth $2.50 of the contractor’s money. The
principle upon which the compressed air
shaft is operated can be seen by taking a
glass of water and a straight glass tube. With
the tube in the glass of water and blowing
at one end, it will be found that the deeper
the water is the harder one will have te
blow to keep the water clear. Decreasing
the pressure for a moment will cause the
water to rise to its normal height in the tube.
On this principle the laborer at the foot of
the compressed air cylinder is obliged to
battle simultaneously with earth, air and
water, and although working in the very

heart of the city is dead to its sights and
sounds.

A New Legal Tangle,

A most curious legal tangle has been re-
vealed to the supreme court of Queen’s coun-
ty by the death of a man whose supposed
widow has discovered that without her
knowledge she was divoreed twenty-four
years ago, although at that time and ever
since she lived with the man who secured
the divorce. The tangle is one involving
many new points of law, and has caused no
little interest in legal circles. The man, W.
A. Burton, further complicated matters by
leaving all his property by his will to a
young woman, a Miss Nichols, while entirely
ignoring Mrs. A. M. Burton, with whom he
lived as man and wife for thirty-six years,
although during the last twenty-four years
of that life a divorce from her stood on the
court records. Not only is Mrs. Burton's case
unique in legal records, but Mr. Burton’s be-
havior is certainly without parallel. In Bur-
ton’s will he declared that he had no wife
and in proof of that referred to his divorce,
citing its date. Burton was a practicing
lawyer and for some time had lived in the
suburbs of the Borough of Brooklyn.

Swearing Of Taxes.

These are busy days for the department
of taxes and assessmeénts because the com-
missfoners and all the clefks are obliged to
cope with the legion of applications to *‘swear
off’” personal taxes. .On an average each day
about four hundred men and women apply
to the department to have their ‘statements
of parsonal holdings taken under oath. These
statements in all . cases either reduce the
assessments or wipe them out entirely, as
no recofd is to be found of anybody having
the sum total of personal tax raised. To this
time many notables, including Russell Sage,
Chauncey - M. Depew and many Tammany
officials assessed from ten to twenty-five
thousand dollars, have appeared and applied
for reductions. Taking the present average
of- reductions -the -original levy of about three
billion dollars for personal property will, by
May 1, be- reduced to about five hundred
million dollars. If these latter figures stand
‘the increase in the estimated value of per-
sonal property subject to taxation this year
will be only twenty-five million dollars in
excess of last year.

Rlliy Grannan Is “Broke.”

Word comes from London that “Riley”
Grannan 1s dead broke. For many years
Grannan was the most sensational plunger on
the American turf. He is easily entitled to
that distinction and after figuring promient-
ly on all the race tracks of the country for
ten years, xna‘.king phenomenal winnings and
losges, Grannan, who went to England a
year ago, has met his Waterloo. In London,
although Americans knew that Grannan’s
capital was limited at the timie he arrived
there, the English bookmakers gave him un-
limited credit. As Monday is settling day
on the British turf, Grannan started out at
the beginning of a week with the privilege
of eoperating for six while days without
showing a cent. He took the chance, but his
streak of ill luck remained unbroken, and on
settling day he found himself $90,000 in debt
with nothing to pay with. Now he is com-
pletely barred out, and after having woa and
lost half a dozen fortunes, having been a
plunger, bookmaker, horse owner and a fol-
lower, he is now so far in the depths it is
doubtful if he will ever again be able to
recoup. !

The Chicken Show.

After the wheels come the chickens. Hard-
ly did the cycle show complete its time at
the Madison Square Garden before the poul-
try show started up with everything its own
way for a brief period. Tkis is the twelfth
annual show of the New York Poultry and
Pigeon association, and from all parts of the
country splendid birds have been entered.
The cage display this year is particularly at-
tractive, all sorts of fancy fowls being shown.
Pheasants, white English swans, black Aus-
tralian swans and mandarin ducks are some
of the most interesting features. There dre
also Indian runners and Peking ducks, with
big turkeys and geese galore. The pigeons,

located on the platform over the arena boxes,

water was pumped out, and as the piers are .
in some instances lald 130 feet below the ;
surface, the work of clearing the mines of |
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The little newspaper .woman, who had

very different.

of a double seat, and settled herself cont
smoking car. The objector’'s name was
ments he called her Nell.

seared to dull yellows and browns. The

that they might stand on tiptoe and stre
dows. Mrs. Nellie Van Hover looked at t
try, she mused; a dull and uninteresting

For a moment the latter regretted that ¢

!

ing in common between herself and th
in the shabby black dress, with the man

and she regretted still more than she had taken a double seat.
for intimate friends, who can look into each other's eyes; but there could be noth-

seen much of the world, was having a very

joyous bridal tour, and was seeing more of it. Not satisfied with that, she had in-
sisted on leaving the Pullman, one certain morning, and traveling for awhile in the
day coach. The life she had known had been the life of cities; and in the cities she
had learned how it was with the submerged tenth. This other life was the life of
country people—of people who had grown up on the wide

prairies; gnd it must be

The other party to the bridal tour expostulated.

“Why are you always going into the mob, and fraternizing with commonplace
people?” he asked, for he had much goods laid up for many years, and was trying to
teach her what it meant to be rich, and to live a safe and ‘sheltered life.

“‘Because I have always been one of the mob myself,” she rejoined, with a happy
laugh; and so they went into the day coach, and she threw her cloak over the arm

entedly, while the objector went on to the
Van Hover, and in his less dignified mo-

The train was speeding through a monotonous prairie country, which frosts had

towns that it passed lay stretched out on

those plains, with long streets that straggled away over the prairies, and dull sta-
tions, to which the men of the town hurried when it was time for the train o come in,

ch heir necks and peep in at the car win-
bhem curiously. They were like their coun-
people. There was a monotonous sound in

their voices, even—yes—as John had said, they were commonplace—especially this
woman who had just come in, and had taken the seat opposite the newspaper woman.

uriosity had brought her to the day coach:
Double seats are

is hopelessly uninteresting young woman
y-times-washed blue ribbon at the throat,

and the cheap felt hat, out of shape and adorned with one forlorn and bedraggled

| plume. The woman of the cities leaned

| kind of life did these country people lead, she wonder:

back and closed her eyes wearily. What

, to make them like that?

What a dull, dull life it must be, to so smooth them down and fade them out.
She opened her eyes and saw that as the irain ran the young woman was looking

out of the window with a different look.
 pained, drawn, frightened look.
though she knew them and were devour
avoidance.
{ nothing to be seen, oné would think—yet

,of the railroad was a farmhouse, embo

her life? - The newspaper woman dwelt
consistently with her conviction that the
“El-lis! Twenty minutes for dinner!’

‘“Oh,” she said gaspingly,
minutes!
piease!”

It was nct only the agony of the cry:
posite hers.. She had laid hold upon the
she had it on and was clasping the fasten

It was a handsome cloak,
had been one of the bride’s first tokens of
Now she discovered, to her amazement,

‘““loan me
I'll tell ye why afterwards.

was hastily snatched off and hidden un

ing in.

hand; and she looked up, as though she h
“Why, how are ye, Ben?” 3

wasn’t shore till I come in.

How's Sam?
ing around the car.

I don’t min’ tellin’ you, Ben—like as
city. Sam’'s makin’ too much money to s

“By Ned, Lyddy, you an’ Sam' must
ir awestruck tone. *‘‘Jes’ look at all that

real good clothes jest to knock out on the

The owner of the cloak gasped, and B
out flinching.

“I'm so glad ye come aboard, Ben,’
soft fur of the collar and smiling up at
place for the sake of ol’ times, but I'd
how I ever stood it.

Every moment Ben had been feeling

skeerce.

straggling town behind and getting out
Slowly, tremblingly, Lyddy’s fingers were

life in the cities.
which had come back to her.
to learn many things. , Lyddy drew the
and held it there a moment,

heard from him since,

““Oh, you poor, paer girl!” she cried
little—I can save yow:frpom that, at least.

seat, where it had been at first.

the rest don’t matter. Thank ye for th
body’s feelin’s, don’t it?”

Mrs. Nell Van Hover sat still, gazing
a shabby dress and battered hat. The pa

“And I called her commonplace!” the
herself.

staring at every rain-washed furrow, her lips apart.

as it could be seen, with wide, dry eyes,
her throat that gave the watcher a sense of pain.
Now, how would a woman like this take it if some tragedy were to come into

the car; but it was not this which startled the little newspaper woman.
that the woman opposite, white-faced, had sprung forward and caught her arm.

. softened and refined by it until "it was no longer commonplace.

“Well, if that ain’t you, Lyddy, shore enough!”

“I thought I knowed ye;” hé exclaimed, with bovine amazement.

““‘Oh, thisQ’ she said, glancing indifferently down at the cloak.
just anythin’ will do to wear when folks is travelin’.

stumbled to his feet and held out his hand with a sheepish grin.
“Well, the traln’s fixin’ to . start,” he -said.

“That was the town where I grew up,” Lyddy said,

“Sam went off an’ léf’ me six months ago,” she said, in a dry voice.
I'm washin’ dishes in the hotel at Baird.”
The newspaper woman gave a little cry and caught one of the hard, rough hands.

“There wasn’t but one thing I wanted,” she said;

ing the miles to Baird and the hotel and the dish washing.

It was not a monotonous look—it was a

Her eyes were seeming to dwell on objects as

ing them hungrily, and yet with fear and

Once it was a field with yellowed corn stalks standing here and there—

there she was, leaning out* of the window,
Away back from the track

She watched it as long
her lips apart, and something beating in

wered in trees.

on the subject as curiously as she could,
woman was hopelessly commonplace.

’ shouted a stentorian voice up and down
It was

your cloak—let me put it on—just a few

I won't hurt it—do loan it to me—please—

—her eyes were burning into the eyes op-
cloak; before Mrs. Van Hover could speak
ings.

long and silk-lined, and with a high fur collar. It

wealth, and she had been very proud of it.
that the face above the fur collar was
The battered hat

der the cloak. She lay back in the fine

cloak, as one to the manor born, and awaited the coming. of the man that was hurry-

he drawled, holding out a large
ad just seen him, and cried:

“But yet I
Or is he along with ye?” he asked, look-

““Oh, this?” she said, glancing indifferently down at the cloak. Well, ye know,
been in Chicago sev'ral weeks now—lookin’ after some important business—though

not we'll move to Chicago, or some other big

tay in a little country place.”

be flying high,” exclaimed the countryman
toggery—""

“Well, ye know,
It ain’t worth while to put on
cars.

en’s jaw dropped; but Lyddy went on with=

"“she said, leaning her cheek against the
him. *“I've always felt a’ int'rest in this
hate to live here. Sam says he don’'t see

It’s mighty-dif'rent livin’ where Ye can see comp'ny all the
time—an’ havin’ plenty o’ 'money to spen’—an’ always goin’ somewhere—"

larger, more awkward, worse dressed. He

“*1 reckin I'd better make myself

Well, good-by, Lyddy, I'll tell the folks I seen ye.”
He went out of the car; and presently the train started,

leaving Ben and the
to the brown and yellow prairies again.
fumbling with the fastenings of the cloak,

but her eyes were still dry wheh at last they met the eyes of the woman who knew

in the monotonous voice

“Everybody hated Sam there—they was all mad when
I married him—they’d ’a’ been glad to hear—anything—anything bad—'""
“Were any of those things you told him true?” asked Nell,

who was beginning
fur collar about her face for the last time

“I ai=%

from a full heart.

“Let me help you—a

Lyddy took the cloak from around her shoulders and laid it over the arm of the

“‘an’ since I can't have that,
e cloak. It makes a great dif'rence in a
with moist eyes at a pale, worn woman in
le woman stared out of the window, count-

woman with the moist eyes was saying to

are the finest collection ever seen under a
roof in this country. Iucubators and brood-
ers appear in greater numbers than hereto-
fore, while several game fow! and some
funny birds regarded by the public as freaks
are plentifully -represented.

—N. N. A,

MANY STOOD UP

Interesting Services Conducted by
Messrs. Crossley and Hunter.

The evangelistic meetings of Rev.
Messrs. Crossley and Hunter yesterday
| were all of them great successes. The
iparting meeting at the Crossley-Hunter
{ Mission in the Swedish Temple was es-
pecially touching. On the platform was a
beautiful floral piece showing the word
| “Farewell.”” When those who had been
| converted or especially blessed in the
Crossley-Hunter meetings were requested
to rise, nearly the whole audience rose.
Nearly one hundred persons declared their
purpose to change the course of their
life.

In the evening Evangelist Crossley at-
tended meetings in both the Hennepin
Avenue and the Wesley churches, but Mr.
Hunter, on whom the strain of the cam-
paign is commencing to tell, was unable
to attend at the Hennepin Avenue church,
where his place was mest ably filled by
Bishop Joyce, who succeeded in inducing
thirty young men and women to come to
the altar- at the close of the services. At
the Wesley church the conversions reached
the high-water mark of any one evening.

To-night the evangelists will hold a
jubilee service at the Hennepin Avenue
M. E. church, the song service commencing
at 7:30. The last two services Tuesday
and Wednesday night will be held at the
‘Wesley church.

MRS. BOOTH’S LECTURE

It Results in Contributions for an
" Important Work.

Maud Ballington Booth delivered a lec-
ture on ‘‘State Prison Life’’ at the Y. M.
C. A. hall Saturday evening. Mrs. Booth
as well as her husband, the commander
of the Volunteers of America, has an in-
dependent means of living and devotes her
life and the proceeds of her lectures to the
saving of men and women who come out of
state penal institutions. After the lecture
Mrs. Booth added a large number to her
list of contributors wao will give $1 a
month for a year. Mrs. Booth has
learned from long experience that only a
small percentage of released prisoners are
irreclaimable.

GOOD TEMPLARS WILL CELEBRATE.

In Day, Feb. 12, is to be commemo-
u‘:‘.h?"?n‘ud".m with a free will temper-
ance offering. Sunday, Feb. 19, platform
msnm wnlfl be given in every town which

a branch of the oﬂll:;.‘“ Itau '.:Mor ‘t:;. ’a&d
e e -
1,000 members to th e gt

the annual m
Taylors Falls

PRODUCE EXCH. OFFICERS

Election Takes Pl-—;se and Commit«
/ tees Are Announced.

W. B. McCormack and F. L. Stacy have
been re-elected to the offices of secretary
and treasurer respectively, of the produce
exchange and the following committees
have been announced by President Long-
fellow: ms and personal property,
W. B. McCormack, W. W. Bradley, A. J.
Wagner; trade and statistics, E. G. Pot-
ter, M. J. Fiebér, William Hjorth; per-
manent improvements, A. M. Hillman, W.
Q. Sprague; poultry and dressed meats,

. O. Tilton, H. R. Edwards, George Bes-
ser, W. M. Stanley, John Luxem; mem-
bership, H. A. Baltuff, G. A. Dole, A. W.
Griswold; butter, eggs and cheese, W. H.
Samuels, L. C. Oulmonn, R. T. Ungerer,
O. J. Grotte, A. D. Hanson; green fruit,
H. L. Robinson, C. L. Stacy, J. W. Cal-
lender, F. J. Jordan, W. E. Grinnell;
vegetables, G. A. Castle, W. B. Northrup,
Charles Nass, T. Tharalson.

The following inspectors have been
elected: .

L. C. Oulmonn, inspector of butter; M.
J. Swartz, inspector of eggs: A. C.
Thurass, inspector of cheese; W. B.
Lathrop, inspector of poultry, game and
dressed meats; J. W. Stevens, inspector of
fruits; E. E. Connery, assistant inspector
of fruits.

PRISONERS PARTICIPATED

Interesting Religlous Services Held
at the County Jail.

A delegation of seventy-five from the
Portland Avenue church conducted re-
ligious services at the county jail yester-
day afternoon. The exercises were of
unusual interest, as the twenty-seven
prisoners were allowed to take part in
the meeting and join in the singing. Rev.
C. J. Tannar, pastor of the church, ad-
dressed the prisoners on “The Prodigal
Son,”’ with a message of hope. William
Mack, a prisoner, sang ‘‘The Handwriting
On the Wall,” and William Wright, Wil-
liam Marcy, Willlam Works, Harry Ray
and John Spain, also prisoners, sang “I
Will Sing of My Redeemer.”

SALOONS ARE AGGRESSIVE

Trying to Break Into the Midway
District.

Saloon interests are attempting to in-
vade the Midway district. That section of
St. Paul is protected by law from inva-
sion, but an attempt will be made to get

e legislature to except four blocks near
the transfer bridge on University avenue,
so that the stock yards district may have
saloons. President Bridgman, of Ham-
line university, is arousing public senti-
ment of Hamline and Midway residents
Ato oppose the scheme,

In a Commonplace Country ||

BY JUILA TRUITT BISHOP.
Author “The Track of the Fire,” etec.
Copyrighted, 1901, by Authors’ Syndicate.

R

W

i




