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THE COURSE OF BUSINESS,

The week has passed without import-
ant new developments in any direction
other than the announcement of activity
in railroad circles along the line of new
construction. All of the trunk lines have
several important extensions to take care
of eand the probability is that before the
season closes several more announce-
ments for new branches will be made.

The move toward consolidation of rail
interests has developed a sudden looking
after fences. The managers seem to Tre-
gard the situation as a scramble for busi-
ness and they are now in favor of clinch-
ing all territory tributary to present lines
for their respective companies.

The result is going to be an opening up
of a large amount of new territory to
settlement and use. For instance it is
probable that Minneapolis will get the
long desired connection into the Black
Hills. There is a coveted territory west
of the Missouri that is available for stock
grazing and it will not do for roads that
are now constructed up to the river to
wait much longer bhefore entering that
territory. Announcements of a Joad into
the Black Hills may be reasonably expect-
ed within a few months.

The general business of the country is
moving along satisfactorily. There is en-
couraging absence of labor troubles and
the season seems to be opening in satis-
factory manner to most lines. Iron holds
up well and the consumption is exceeding
the expectations of last fall. The steel
consolidation is still in process of for-
mation and the public is awaiting further
announcements from the Morgan office
with Interest. While there has been criti-
cism of the steel pool from an economic
side, there has been no really unfavorable
effect on business sentiment.

This has followed because of the well-
known character of the leaders in the con-
solidation effort. They are the strongest
men in the country.

The bank clearings increase 30 per cent
over & year ago, a fact that tells of the
staying quality of the business that the
country is doing. Minneapolis makes a
decrease, however, while Kansas City
ghows an increase of %5 per cent. If may
be proper at this point to suggest to Min-
neapolis that a little more aggressive
policy would mot work harm to the city.
For instance, after all that has been at-
tempted in the way of giving aid to the
city it would seem as if it might be wise
to make en effort to secure the direct
entrance of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids
& Northern into this city from the south.
Minneapolis is growing at the present
time ms she has not done for several
years. The amount of large building pro-
jected and under way is ahead of the rec-
ord for a long time. But the city should
take advantege of everything that offers
to advance the common interest.

Investment trading is less spirited than
for some time but it is still active. Wheat
has advanced in the last two days for
the first time in several weeks, that is as
to the making of a new up price record.
Liverpool has shown strength and it has
created some interest on this side, al-
though no one feels certain that the up-
turn will be sustained.

The first number of the Commercial
West made its appearance to-day. Mr.
Jones and Mr. Frisbie are to be congrat-
ulated upon the typographical appearance
of their new paper, its attractive make-
up, its convenient form and general in-
viting appearance, as well as upon the
quality of the matter which it contains
and the eminently respectable showing
of business in the first number. The lead-
ing article is entitled “The West,” in
which is emphasized the fact that “the
west has become a great investment field
into which has been poured already a
great volume of capital from the money
centers of the world,” but where develop-
ment ‘““has just begun.” Railroad con-
struction, mining development and re-
sources, agricultural and lumbering in-
terests, the present extent and prospective

‘gréatness of the commerce of this region,

and some recognition of the centers of
trade and industry, are noted in the gen-
eral review of the field of commercial ac-
tivity to which this new paper proposes
to devote its energies and facilities. In-
teresting correspondence appears from
various western cities covering the finan-
clal, commercial, grain, mining, trans-

.

large fleld for itself, but we have confi-
dence in the ability of its publishers to
occupy it profitably.

It is nmow suspected that De Wet is cra-
2zy. There is no doubt about his having
kept the fellows who were chasing him in
that state of mind. Crazy is a new name
for military genius.

THE ORIENTAL TANGLE

Washington dispatches report that our
government has ordered the evacuation
of China by our troops, leaving“only 150
men for a legation guard. This means
that the United States prefers to remove
any ground for the charge that she shares
the predatory proclivities of the other
powers and that liberty for independent
action to protect American interests in
China shall ke reserved for any emer-
gency growing out of the discord in the
“concert” wrought by Russia’s bold ex-
ecution of her long-cherished plan to sub-
ject North China to her system.

Our interests in China are largely com-
mercial and our heaviest trade in cotton
goods and petroleum in that country is
with. the northern provinces and with
Manchuria, notably. Russia, with the
other powers, has pledged herself to rec-
ognize our treaty rights in China under
all circumstances, and, having resumed
her work of disintegrating the empire,
and having arranged to make Manchuria
an integral part of the czar's empire
along with Mongolia and Turkestan,
which she has quietly placed under the
Russiun flag, it is well for our govern-
ment to remind her of her pledge and
hold her to it. - &

While attention was directed to the
Boxerg, Russia established a protectorate
in Mongolia, hoisted her flag, established
tax collection districts and opened banks.
Who is going to displace Russia?

Great Britain is not prepared to take
the aggressive. She is at present finan-
cially under the weather, and her South
African engagement hangs llke a dead
weight about her neck.

Germany is not prepared to fight Rus-
sia in the far orient or to assail her from
the west, where she would probably ex-
perience the inconvenience of a rear at-
tack from Russia’s ally, France.

The Anglo-German pact of last October,
while on its face favoring the open door
of trade in China and the maintqnance
of the integrity of the empire (Germany
having already assisted in the partition
of China by seizing territory in Shantung
province), embodied a distinet reserva-
tion of the right of each power to adopt
what measures it mighf"fdeem best to
protect its own interests “‘in case of an-
other power making use of the complica-
tions in China in order to obtain, under
any form whatever, such territorial ad-
vantages.”

As “‘another power' has revealed itself
as having a voracious appetite for Chinese
territory, what does the Anglo-Germarn
pact amount to as a preventive of the
further partition of the Chinese empire?
The vultures await the prey. Japan
squirms under the juxtaposition of Russia
and Korea, for Japan won control of
Korea in a fair fight with China, but was
deprived of her prize by Russia and Ger-
many, but, in the further partition of
China she would probably be pacified by
recelving Korea.

Meantime our government stands by its
protest against partition, and, if it does
not avail, we can only insist, with a posi-
tiveness which must be impressive, that
our commercial interests and the lives
and property of our’citizens shall be
properly respected. Our government has
protested against the secret negotiations
of Russia with China. Those negotia-
tions will doubtless be consummated. In
fact, they are practically accomplished. It
remains for our government to insist
upon the recognition of our interests in
China. The commercial nations are
very Jjealous of our successful foreign
trade, but we shall not allow them to
crowd us out of trade fairly won in China
and to be greatly increased.

This seems to be the period of blind un-
questioning in regard to our colonial policy.
Republicans are fcllowing their leaders with
that childlike, simple faith that might be
sublime if it were not idiotic and eriminally
dangerous.—The Globe.

‘What should they do, if they are con-
vinced that their leaders, the president
is meant, of course, are doing about the
right thing? Cavort around and make
trouble and embarrass the administration
in its delicate and difficult task, and
otherwise furnish amusement and grati-
fication to the Globe and other alleged
democrats? Go to. The republican party
is an organized force, busy with great
responsibHities and with achieving great
things. And that the democratic party is
not.

Uncle Sam seems to have no difficulty
in getting all the soldiers he wants not-
withstanding the assurances of the “anti-
imperialists’” that the administration’s
policy was so unpopular that the regular
army could not be recruited to take the
place of the volunteers in the Philippines.
The “antis” were about as nearly right
on that proposition as they usually are.

.
THE SMOKE NUISANCE .

The health department is just now en-
gaged in a renewed effort to enforce the
smoke ordinance, Renewed is the proper
word, because this thing has been tried
before. Some years ago there was a/|
lively agitation begun, an ordinance was
passed and there was no little experiment-
ing with various alleged smoke consum-
ers, but without reaching eminently satis-
factory results. -

Certalnly it is desirable, if possible, t
prevent the smoke nuisance.. Nuisance is
hardly strong enough. The belching out of
immense volumes of smoke and soot, be-
fouling the atmosphere, filling it with
gasses and other substances injurious to
health, while covering the buildings with
grime and soiling clothes and merchan-
dise, is something that all would doubt-
less gladly be rid of if the way could be
found. The trouble is, however, that the
fuel available for the production of heat
and power, according to the best known
methods of combustion, produces a great
deal of black smoke. We cannot quit
business because the black smoke is not
nice or desirable for breathing purposes.
But it certainly is desirable to abate the
nuisance as far as practieable. While »gl!e
arrest and punishment of individuals may
work apparent hardship in some instances,
the probabilities are that the effect of a
move of this kind will be to make the fire-
men more careful in the future, and at
least secure that improved condition which
is possible under careful methods of firing.
A great deal of the smoke nuisance can be

piish at this time. : X

This would suggest that the health de-
partment, while keeping close watch of the
situation, will not undertake to enforce
unreasonable regulations or impose hard-
ships where there is a disposition and a
genuine effort to minimize the nuisance.

In the meantime fortune awaits the man
who will invent and make*the smoke con-
sumer that will consume, and which will
at the same time not waste fuel beyond the
point where its use is practicable.

DEMOCRATIC REORGANIZATION

It is reported from Washington that ex-

President Grover Cleveland has signified

his intention to assist in the reorganiza-
tion of the democratic party.

The question immediately suggests it-

self:  “Will the democratic party permit
Grover Cleveland to assiét in reorganiz-
ing it?” ; g

The democratic party and Mr. Cleveland
have been very far apart since the latter
was nominated and elected in 1892. That
party, while harking back to Thomas Jef-
ferson and ‘“‘the fathers,” as the cham-
pions of all the grotesque and unsound
theories which they crammed into their
platforms in 1896 and 1900, stuMified them-
selves before the country and the world
and turned and cursed Cleveland and re-
pudiated him because he stood for honest
money and law and order.

They claimed that they had found facts
which justified them in writing a new his-
tory of the United States, and they put
forward Bryan as the promulgator of that
new history. They made war on public
credit, on industry, commerce and social
order,

The American people, by a very large
and sturdy majority, took an intelligent
view of the democratic eccentricities, and
last November put a quietus upon the
promulgation of false doctrine. The
finest rhetoric in the world cannot con-
quer when it is directly in contravention
of solid historic facts. Bryan fell and is
now trying to revive his party's fallacies
through the medium of a rural weekly
journal whose pages show an astonishing
degree of intellectual decrepitude and
puerile clinging to exploded financial and
economit policies and theories,

The reorganization of the democratic
party, as now constituted, is a job which
Grover Cleveland cannot undertake in a
hopeful spirit. He and those who think
with him on public questions of the cru-
cial kind may flock together and organize
a Jeffersonian democratic party, pure and
simple, but they would not have with
them the democrats who stood by the
vagaries of the Kansas City platform last

vear. These seem to be incorrigible and
wedded to their idols. They represent an

element which the nation will not trust.
They may be reorganized fifty times and
they will not gain the confidence of the

country, when great and crucial questions
are to be decided.

The Dear Our frank and delightful
0ld Col 1 old friend, Colonel Olcott,
onet. the old college chum and
associate of Koot Hoomi

and other Mahatmas of note, has

1eached this country once more via the vul-
gar and commercial way of the modern
steamship. The ingenuous gentleman is now
in San Francisco and has promised to visit
this section on his way to Chicago.

Colonel Olcott has had a varied career.
After the civil war, in which he served with
distinction on the union side, he took con-
siderable interest in ghosts. Certain sporadic
phenomena that could not be explained had
excited so much interest that a large number
of people started in to' furnish the phenomena
artificially, so to speak, for a stipend.

In the early '70s the home of the Eddys in
Vermont was quite a center for Indian spirits
and Colonel Olcott was sent by the New
York Daily Graphie to look them up. There
bhe met Madam Blavatsky, a large Russian
lady with a bad eye and an untoward appe-
tite for cigarettes. They decided that the
phenomena of spiritualism were rather low
class and tkey started in ‘“‘to elevate the
stage.”” Here was planted the first seed of
the Theosophical society which has quarreled
so extensively since that time. In the early
days of the society the Mahatmas or the
alleged spiritual masters of the society,
seemed to be all the time ‘‘precipitating’’
letters thousands of miles away from where
they ought to be. Colonel Olcott sometimes
saw these Adepts in his bedroom where they
left letters for him. After Madam Blavat-
sky’'s death the Mahatmas seemed to disap-
pear largely, and some skeptical people have
been so inconsiderate as to suggest openly
that the madam hired the Mahatmas. Far
be it from us to hint at such a thing.

The Society for Psychical Research sent
Dr. Richard Hodgson to India to look up
some of these far distant marvels.. Dr.
Hodgson unearthed the fact that the ma-
dam’s ‘‘shrine,”” where so many of the ma-
terialized letters and teacups showed up, had
a false back. Certain other very gamy par-
ticulars were ascertained and the society
dropped the madam with a statement which
does not appear in her biographies.

But the colcnel’s allegiance never wavered.
Had he not seen the masters in his own
room and touched them? Had he not re-
ceived strange looking letters and had old
cracked teacups not materialized on his man-
teipiece?

‘We like the colonel. He is a cheerful gen-
tleman. But we would have liked him bet-
ter had he come across the sea ‘“‘in the
nst_ral" and materialized a body on this side.

Speaking of emperors, it is fortunate that
great titles do not flurry us. Our lodge has
a Holy Bojum and a Supreme Past Arbitra-
tor of Universal Destiny with uniforms that

ake the horses fall down in their stalls, but

ey never seemed to faze us much.

This week both Mark Twain and Joseph
Leiter have been pr d for president on
the next democratic ticket. They seem to
forget that there is a slight lien on the presi-
dency owned by a Nebraska gentleman.

King Edward has made Mr. J. J. Van Alen
of New York a knight of the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem. Mr. Van Alen is likely
to become bowlegged under the weight of the
honor.

We are not saying much these days about
Nebraska as a summer resort in March, April
is the month that does us all proud.—Ne-
braska State Journal

He probably means June.

Lord Salisbury has assumed an air of in-
Cifference to the loss of British trade. If
Cscﬂ_ doesn’t care, we don't.

The zinc trust fowled out. The promoters
got the money and the stockholders are hold-
ing a prize lot of hot air.

A Nebraska ‘‘champeen” named Nagle beat
Pillsbury in cne consecutive game of chess
but he never saw first base after that game.

Charlie the goat is now looking over the
alley, here and there picking up a luscious
tin can or a toothsome overshoe.

Mr. Bryan annountes in a quiet way that
he is willing to accept the advertising of the
soap and pill octopl.

Less Ocecasion for It, Now.

New York Mail and Express,
° With Pettigrew and the Hon. Wind Allen
out of the cadt, the senate may possibly wor-
ry along without a closure rule.

Of a Different Shade.
Boston Herald. :
The smooth manner in which Paris Gibson,
of Montana, managed to have himself elected
to the senate shows pretty conclusively that
he is in no wise related to Paris green. -

' Our $50,000,000 Beauty.
Post.

may not talk as
but when he does
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0ld Joke Reéndered Useless.

March 16.—Another inventor has come into
his own. He has turned out a machine’that
Wwill render all of the comic paper ‘‘Don’t-
blow-out-the-gas” jokes obsolete. The in-
ventor involved is QOscar Freeman and his
idea, which has - just been put to the test,
is designed to prevent suicides or accidents
from escaping gas in a hotel. Mr, Freeman
declares he was long annoyed by the number
of obituaries he was forced to read telling
of the deaths of hayseeds who strayed into
the metropolis, hence his device. The inven-
tion is a harmless looking silver tube about
eighteen inches long with small holes at the
bottom to admit gas. 'The tube is hung near
a gas fixture, and if the occupant of the room
blows out the gas or if the gas jet in one
way or another becomes wrongly set the gas
will run into the tube and riSe to the top,
there encountering a sort of chemical hair-
trigger arrangement whick sends an alarm
to the hotel office. The alarm shows the
number of the room, flashes electric signals
béfore the face of the night clerk and also
rings a bell in the room where the trouble
is located. Not only does the machine give
an alarm for escaping gas, but aiso works
when smoke enters the tube or when the air
becomes overhcated. Its introduction will be
bitterly fought by the joke writers.

New York Daily Letter.

Photograph Your Jewelry.

A valuable brooch has ‘been recovered
througa a photograph and it is expected that
photographing jewelry as a matter of safety
and precaution will be largely resorted to. It
is found to be a great aid in running down
and recovering property, although on this
side of the water it is an expedient rarely
thought of. In fact, most American women
have no photugraphs showing their jewelry,
not even in their best portraits. This is espe-
cially the case since it has eome to be con-
sidered bad. form to wear much jewelry on
any but exiraordinary occasions.

Scarcity of Play:—

Theatrical reanagers, while proclaiming the
scarcity of good plays in «prospect for the
next season, might well dig down into their
pigeon holes and search among struggling
Americen dramatic writers for what they de-
sire. Dramatic production is a lottery at
best, and a rnew man may draw the capital
prize while another of established fame
may have a stuceession of blanks. Victorien
Sardou almost starved in his garret before
e could induce a theatrical managet'to at-
tempt one of his plays. Alexander Dumas
was admitted into the theater only hgcause
of the great reputatiom and powerful influ-
ence of his father, yet the young =author
from whom nothing was expected brought
forth as his first work ‘‘Camille,” an emo-
tional drama whose popularity bas never
been equaled. Richard Brinsley Sheridan had
hard work (o get “The Rivals” produced,
and almest equal difficulty in securing a
bhearing for ‘“The School for Scandal.” Tom
Robertson, whe revolutionized the method of
English playwriting, was laughed at when he
tried to carry his new-fangled ideas of nat-
uralness of speech and action into the the-
ater.

Story of some Successes,

Paul Potter, until that time known only
as a farce writer, made a play out of “Tril-
by' and had to besiege Mr. Palmer night and
day to produce it. An English baronet wrote
*‘Jim the Penman,”” yet neither his rank nor
Lis influense could induce a manager to ac-
cept that excellent play. It remained for
eighteen months in 2 pigeon hole of Mr.
Palmer’s desk at the Madison Square theater,
until the author, wearying of delay, took
back his story and desperately produced it
at his own expense, after which managers in
all parts of Englard and America offered
three times the sum Sir Charles Young had
criginally asked for his play. ‘Madame Sans
Gene'’ was Lawked through the offices of all
cur managers, &nd none of them wouid
touch it; yet the comedy earned $100,000 for
Kathryn Kidder. A modern instarce is of-

fered by a young Philadelphia lawyer named

on, who, after he wrote ‘‘Mistress
Nell,” offerad it to every ‘manager, but found
ro takers, although he would have sold the
play for littlé moré than the price of the
paper on whieh ‘it ‘was written. < Henrietta
Crogman, theﬁibnrnstormlnx and ready  for
any stroke of {11 luck, gave the piece a trial
and’ won fame, fortune and the hostility of
the theater trust.

A Ro-eA Show.

A coming attraction at the Waldorf-As-
toria will be the second great rose show,
which will begin on March 19th, and be
continued until the 21Ist, in charge of the
American Rose society. It will,
be a ‘show of American Beauties; fair roses
and fair women gombined harmoniously, The
ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria will be
transformed into a parterre of roses, rivaling
the fabled gardens of Persia. A novelty to
be shown this year will be an actual tree of
violets. The object of the society is to de-
velop an active interest.in rose culture in this
country. —N. N. A,

“FANNY FERN” AS A SCHOOL GIRL

Ethel Parton, in the New England Maga-
zine for March, tells some interesting things
about “Fanny Fern," the once popular writer,
when she was a school girl at Miss Catharine
Beecher's female seminary at Hartford. Then
she was Sarah Payson Willis, a girl full of
the spirit of mischief, writing sentimental
verses and laughing merrily under her mass
of yellow hair, which brought upon her the
nicknames ‘‘Yellowbird” and ‘‘Sal Volatile.”
Sarah used to steal ples and eat them with
a select circle of girls as guests at midnight.
Miss Beecher did not give the girls enough
to eat, and hence the forays on the seminary
larder. Too much Graham bread isn’t good
for growing girls. They want stronger food.
Harriet Beecher Stowe, younger sister of
Catherine Beccher, taught at the school and
wrote ‘‘Yellowbird” a letter after the latter
was a grandmother, in which she stid: *“You
a4 grandmother, Sarah? Can I conceive it?
The girl with a head of light crepe curls,
with a jaunty little bonpet tipped on one
side, and 'laughing blue eyes—writing al-
ways good compositions and fighting off your
arithmetic les_i:ons." ‘“Fanny Fern,’’ who be-
came Mrs, Parfon, never could master arith-
metie. She was careless in her money mat-
ters at school and had no idea of economy,
and Miss Beecher wrote to Sarah’s parents
sadly on the spbject. After several years,
when Sarah had married, she and Miss Bee-
cher met. - Sarah ran up to her impulsively,
but protested that Miss Beecher did not know
her. “Know you, Sarah Willis,” was Miss
B.'s quick reply; “you were.the worst be-
haved girl in my school!”’—and, after an
impressive pause—*'‘and I loved you the best.””
Boston: W. F. Kellogg, 5 Park Square.

Minneapolis Banks.

New York Financier.

Minneapolis now has three banks with de-
posits in aexcess of $5,000,000—the First Na-
tional, with $6.121,817; the Northwestern Na-
tional, $5,486,033, and the Security, a state
bank, with $6,515,228. In this respect it leads
Milwaukee in number, the latter having but
two. The December reports give Kansas City
three, Indianapolis three and Denver three
national institutions in the five-million dollar
list,

Satisfactory Substitute,

New York Press.

Boston women, it is reported, have become
very expert at bridge whist. To be sure,
they never bet. The most they do is to give
their self-estimates a financial backing.

Value of Seasoning.
Sioux City Journal.

The timber in President McKinley's cabi-
ret has been found to stand the weather
much better than that in the Kansas City
piatform. .

Promoted to the Rear.

Boston Advertiser.
Fgghtlng Bob Evans’ promotion to the rank
of rear admiral ‘is the first time he has ever
gone to the rear.

in reality,’

A Question of Bon-rBons

BY ANNA S. RICHARDSON.
Copyright, 1901, by A. S. Rithardson.

“Well, it's all over!"’ -

Mrs. Harrisen Webster glanced keenly into
the young girl's face. Her eyes were shaw-
owed by a black velvet hat—or something
else.

““What are you talking about? What is all
over?”

“‘Everything!
Jack and me.”’

And the ergagement had lasted only a
month! Mrs. Webster looked at the lovely,
living counterpart of her dead friend and
sighed.

“Who did it?"

“I did!"" responded Madge with an air of
tragic but proud resignation. ““When I found
that we could not be happy together what
could 1 do but break it off?"

“Dear me!” ejaculated Mrs. Webster, ‘“‘you
will have many a wee tiff before you marry
—and afterward, for that matter. What has
he done now? Danced too often with another
girl? Or forgotten for two consecutive days
to send you flowers?"

‘‘Please do not jest, dear Mrs. Webster.
This is very serious. We are utterly un-
suited, and cur engagement must come to an
end. Just think—he sent me-a-box-of-choco-
lates!””

Again Mrs. Webster sighed and glanced
longingly at het waiting mail. There was a
letter, too, from the secretary of the Cer-
amic Club, asking for the topic for the mnext
lecture. It cught to be attended to at once.

‘“The very odor of chocolate makes me ili!”"

““Well, perhaps he forgot your taste in bon-
bons."™’ ; v

“That is it, exactly!”’ assented Madge,
eagerly. “He did forget. And .if he forgets
such things now, when we have been en-
gaged only a month, whatever will he do
when we are—married?”’

‘““And you mean to say that you will break
this engagement with one of the best fellows
in the world because of an insignificant box
of candy? Madge Harper, I am heartily
ashamed of you!"” :

“I have broken it, T tell you. It is not
a matter of the chocolates alone, but a prin-
ciple is at stake. 1If he does not study my
wisheg, tastes and inclinatiéns now, do you
suppose he will when he is my husband?
Suppose he should iumsist _upon furnishing
his ‘den’ in red and green plushy or upon my
wearing red hats! Ugh—" .

‘‘He will do neither. Every one knows
Jack Arlingtor has perfect taste: The very
idea of wrecking two lives heeause he has
made & trifiing mistake!™ S

Mrs. Webster suddefily recalted the dinner
she had gjven to-announce the happy event.
There hal Been ‘deébrations.in’ pink and sil-
ver, a cupid smiling from the smilax in the
chandelier, beart shaped flowers, a circle |
of fluttering girls ahd well groomed men to
listen to her gracefully worded amnouncement
—and now this! Her seul was filled with
wrath at'the remembrance.

“You oughi to- be the last one to argue
this question with me, Mrs. Webster Haven't
we girls had it preached to us that it is the
little things which make trouble between
married people? Haven't you said, time and
the way to the di-

That is, everything between

vorce court?”
Mrs. Webster swallowed her own words
with the best possible grace.
“But, my dear girl. this 15—
~ ““Don’t say it. 'Twould be simply a waste
of words. T know .that I will save us both
untold misery by stopping right here.” :
And Madge demonstrated the truth of her
proposition by burying her-fate in a nest of
couch pillows. S
+ Mrs. Webster was saved further argument
by the appearance of 2 maid with a card.
. “Tell him he can come right up to the
library.” il
. The maid was a well trained, discreet little
body. She never glanced -at the forlorn fig-
ure on the couch. As the door closed Mrs.
‘Webster twisted the card and bit her lip.
“Here s Jack himself. Perhaps he can

explain—"" 3330 I

But Madge was on her feet Imstantly, her
‘eyes flashing through the tears,
~ "I would not see him for the world. He has
no right to follow .me here—’
=% think he did you. He
asked for me and sent card. Per-

haps you'd l'ke to hide untfl' he goes-
 Mrs. Webster spoke usly, but Madge
was in no mood fcr jests. l;&mt a word
she van Lehind the curtatos leading into
the Turkish room. -

Jack Arlington entered briskly- and &lmost
before their greetings were over he plunged
into the object of his call. "¢ “ o

sorry to bother you
of the day, iﬁﬂé&m’ ‘but
I'm in' no end of a m 5

- S

“No-o—not exactly.
quarrel. The truth is I've been making a
cad of myself, and Madge has sent back my
letters, pictures, presents and dear knows
what all. The note that came with them was
as far as I wanted to go. I do wish you'd
straighten ‘it all out. If Madge under-
stood—""

*‘And it I understood, perhaps I might help
you."

“Oh, yes—well—you see, the other day I
met Blanche Taylor, driving her tandem on
the avenue. Rather flashy girl Blanche is,
but no end of fun and really clever. All ihe
nien like her, you know. Before I thought,
somehow I found myself whirling away with
her towards the park. Of course, before we
got through the drive, we fell to betting on
the last pace set by Baxter's new mare.
That's the worst of girls like Blanche—they
will bet.  And nine cases out of ten they win.
Blanche did, and I sent her the price—a two-
pound box of chocolates. Now the finish is
that Madge evidently heard of it, and has
turned me down. I can’t blame her, but
then—"'

“*And you are quite gure you sent the choc-
olates to Miss Taylor?”’

“Of course I did, but
part—""

*‘Is it, indeed?”

“Yes, I don't believe Madge would mind the
candy half so much as my being seen driving
in the park with Blanche. And when I or-
dered the chocolates for Blanche I had the
swellest sort of a basket packed with Madge's
favorites, candied fruit, violets and all tha*
sort—just—well—a conscience offering, don’t
you know!" .

Mr. Arlington flushed a trifle 3s he fell to
studying the pattern of the rug. That is why
he did not catch a momentary twinkle in Mrs.
‘Webster’s eye. But she quickly resumed her
stern demeanor.

““And you ought to send her a conscience
offering. 1 do not blame Madge. in the least.
When a man is engaged to the sweetest little
girl in town he has no. business to drive
about with a ¥oung woman like Miss Taylor
—ior to send her chocolates.”

Jack was fairly taken back. He had asked
for the bread of sympathy and received the
stone of rebuke.

“Why did you do it?”’ demanded his con-
fessor.

Jack rose slowly and faeced her accusing
eyes.

“I'll be hanged if I know!”

Then, as if seized by a sudden inspiration,
he. continued:

““Why, you see, Mrs. Webster, when a fel-
low’s been engaged only a month he's apt to
forget that he's got to walk a chalk line—I
mean—he forgets' what a lucky fellow he is.
Yes, that's it—I forgot.”

From the recesses of the Turkish room
came a half-smothered exclamation. Mrs.
Webster spoke rapidly.

_ “And. what would happen if, some time aft-
er you were married, you forgot that also?”’

“‘Oh, I say, don’t be so hard on a fellow,”
coaxed the ' culprit anxiously.” ‘“You know
I've always been a pretty decent sort of a
chap, and Blanche isn’t half-bad—just a trifie
breezy and horsey. - But I wouldn’t think of
her on the same day with Madge. If Madge
went in for horses and betting and all that
sort of* thing 1 could not love her. - But I do
love her. She knows it. And, by Jove, so do
you, and you ought to help me out. If she
throws me over I'm  done for. There'll be
worse things scored against Jack Arlington

that's the least

than' driviig with Blanche Taylor.”
. In the Turkish room Madge was having a
most uncomfortable time. The hangings were
musty, and. incense, horrid stuff, always did
choke her. Then Jack did not intend those
chocolates for her. . Of course, there was the
ride with Blanche Taylor and Jack had actu-
ally admitted forgetting the proprieties of his
engaged status. But what was that compared
Wwith - the fact that he had not forgotten her
horror of chocolate. Her prineiple regarding
the importance of trifles had not been violat-
ed. She could- afford to be generous-:about
Miss Taylor.- - . - s

What was that Mrs. Webster was saying?
. The Bagdad hangings were swept aside, and
straight into Jack's astonished presence
walked Madge.
. “'Oh, Jack, it's ail right. , It's not nearly so
‘bad as I thought it was, and I'll try to learn
w;np them. I've been perfectly miserable
ever since I wrota that note.” »
- Jack did not, stop to inquire which she
woud learn to Ilike—horses or chocol But

There has been no

e
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WHAT THE GOVERNMENT
DOES FOR THE PEOPLE

V.—HOW TO TAKE A CIVIL SERVICE
EXAMINATION

(By John R. Foster, President of the United

: States Ciyvil Service Commission.)

The fact that there are over 80,000.positions
in the classified civil service of the United
States at the present time which are- filled
as the result of competitive examinations
lends interest to the mode of taking thems
Every year nearly 50,000 applicants compete
in examinations to test their fitness for pub-
lic employment, and of this number nearly
10,000, or, approximately one-fifth of all ex-
amined, secure appointment. Of those ex-
amined about 75 per cent are successful in.
securing ratings which make them eligible
for appointment, while the remainder fail.

The positions for which the examinations
are held are located throughout the United
States and are of the most ‘varied character,
ranging fromr that of carpenter or black-
smith at an Indian agency to that of ‘super-
vising architect of the treasury department
or assistant ethnologist of the Smithsonian
institution. The salaries also vary greatly,
ranging from a minimum of about $300 or $400
a year for some positions of the lowest grade,
such as skilled laborers and messenger boys,
to from $2,000 to $4,000 a year for a few posi-
tions requiring special professional or seien-
tific attainments and great executive ability.
The salaries for much the larger proportion
of the positions, however, range from $600
or $800 to $1,600 or $1,800 a year, appoint-
ments usually being made at the lower sal-
aries and promotion made to the higher
positions on the basis of experience and effi-
ciency in the service, 4

Many Kinds of Examinations,

The examinations required to test fitness
for employment in the public service are as
varied as the nature of the positions them-
selves. During ‘the last fiscal year the civil
service commission gave examinations under
not less than 483 different titles, and of this
number fully 100 were entirely new, not hav-
ing been given before. The field of knowl-
edge, manual skill and secientific attainment
covered by the commission’s examinatiods is
wider and far more intricate than that cov-
ered by the curriculum of any university, for
it embraces not only the requirements of all
the learned professions, except that of theol-
ogy, but in addition to them the vast range
of scientific attainments necessary to carry
on much of the original work of the great
executive departments and scientific bureaus
of the government.
furnish in the classified service a large force.
of well-equipped, practical .men gqualified -to
carry on the many impeortant engineering and
building operations which are undertaken at
the public expense. Many positions in the
engineer and ordnance departments at large
fall into this category, as well as superin-
tendents of ' construction and -architectural
draughtsmen under the supervising archi-
tect's officé. There are. also thousands. of
clerical and subordinate positions in the
executive departments in Washington requir-
ing, in many cases, in addition to’ simple
clerical ability, skill as stenographers, type-
writers, bookkeepers, linguists, computers
and draughtsmen. Following  these is the
large number of positions in the custom house
service, many of which require expert exam-
iners of all classes of merchandise or goods,
as well as competent clerks and accountants.

Positions Filled by the Commission.

The railway mail service, with over 8,000
employes, traversing every State and nearly
every territory of the nation, requires the
services of young men of physical vigor, good
memories and fair common school education.
The classified postoffice service, comprising
all the free delivery postoffices of the country,
over 850 in number, and employing over 37,-
000 clerks ,and carriers, imposes similar re-
quirements to those for the railway mail serv-
ice, and constitutes the largest single class
of positions in the classified civil service.
Positions in the internal revenue service,
with the exception of deputy collectors and
storekeepers and gaugers whose average pay
is less than $3 a day or $500 a year, are also
included in the classified service and are sub-
jeet to competitive examination. Many of
these positions require familiarity with reve-
nue laws and of the methods of manufacture,
gauging and storing spirituous and malt
liquors. The government printing service at
Washington comprises the employes (nearly
3,000 in number) in the largest printing of-
floe in the world. All the trades and occupa-
tions of the printing business are represented,
and qualifications are tested by competitive
examination. The Indian service, including
the superintendents, teachers and many of
the other employes of the various Indian
schools throughout the country, is also em-
braced in the classified service and demands
attainments of the most varied character.
| In addition to the servicds already enu-
merated, the following also have many posi-
tions subject to competitive examination and
requiring special techmical and peculiar quali-
fications in many cases: The marine hospi-
‘tal service, the lighthouse serviece, the life-
saving service, the several mints and assay
offices, the revenue cutter service, the force
employed under the custodians ‘of publiz
buildings, the several subtreasuries.

There are also numerous other positions in
the classified civil service not here enumer-
ated for which special technical or clerical
ability is required.

Merit Is the Only Test.

For carrying on its marveldusly intricate
and varied work, the commission not only
has a corps of trained examiners on its own
force, but is authorized to call to its aid. in
preparing and rating examinations. many ex-
perts in the public service outside its own
office who are especially qualified in scien-
tific, professional or technical subjects.

The peculiar value of the civil service sys-
tem of examinations consists in the fact that
it endeavors to determine the relative fitness
or merit of the various competitors for the
particular positions they seek. All political,
religious and personal preferences are en-
tirely excluded in determining the character
of suitable examinations and in rating the
pagers of competitors. In the great majorily
of cases the identity of those who compete is
not disclosed to the examiners until the pa-
pers have been rated, thus insuring absolute
fairness in this feature of the work. It ‘s
difficult, however, to convince the average
applicant who is seeking employment under
the government that it is not necessary to
secure the aid of some presumably influen-
tial citizen to secure full information in re-

It is al8o necessary to |\

ing the scope and character of all the more

quest without cost to all applicants. Hav-
ing received this manual and read it care-
fully, you should determine upon the kind
of examination you desire to take, being gov-
erned in this choice by your own qualifica-
tions and’ the needs of the public service or
the classes of eligibles most in demand. In
this connection it may be stated that the
demand for simple clerical ability which has
not been specialized in some way is relative-
ly small at the present time, For instance,
‘very few persons are appointed from the de-
partmental clerk register, while a much lar-
ger number is appointed from the register
of qualified stenographers and typewriters.

Specialists in Public Service.

The more highly specialized your qualifi-
cations, if they are of a character desired in
the government service, the greater your
prospects of appointment if you pass an ex-
amination. For illustration, the commission
frequently has difficuity in securing a suffi-
cient number of well qualified civil and elec-
trical engineers, topographic and other
classes of skilled draughtsmen to supply the
needs of the service, while it has excessively
large registers of clerks, messengers, watch-
men and skilled laborers.

It was formerly the policy of the depart-
ments to appoint many more persons te the
grade of clerk or copyist than at the pres-
ent time, and to train up from that grade
those specialists required in the perform-
ance of many classes of clerical work. Now
it is the desire of these departments to se-
cure as far as possible persons who possess
the necessary qualifications for the perform-
ance of these special classes of work with-
out requiring to be trained after appointment.
This practice greatly increases the number
of different kinds of examinations held and
encourages those possessed of the desired
qualifications to enter them. Many of these
special examinations are not included in the
‘“Manual of Examinations,” but are an-
nounced and held from time to time as the
need for them arises in conseguence of va-
cancies in the departments. These special
examinations for particular vacancies or
classes of vacancies are usually aanneunced
through the press at least thirty days before
being held. The commission also keeps lists
of the names of persons who wish 'to be in-
formed of the announcemenfs of examina-
tions of a certain character, and such per-
sons' are advised if an examination of the
kind they desire to gpter is about to be held.

Preparing for an Examination,

Having received such information as you
desire, and having selected the examination
you wish to take, the proper application form
should be carefully executed, observing fully
all the requirements of the form, and should
be filed either with the local board of ex-
2miners or the commission at Washington,
as may be required. This is a very impor-
tant step in the taking of an examination,
as errors in the filling out of application
papers often result in serious delays and
great annoyance both to the commission and
the applicant. ;

After having filed your application you
should give close attention to the scope of
the subjects of the examination you have se-
lected in order that you may  familiarize
yourself as far as possible with the require-
ments of the position you seek. You will
observe that in examinations of a clerical
nature, such as those for departmental clerk,
postoffice clerk and custom house clerk, for
example, the questions are largely of a prac-
tical or business like character, and are de-
signed to test your clerical ability rather
than mere theoretical knowledge of textbooks.
The problems in arithmetic in these examina-
tions are usually along the lines of practical
business, or involve such principles as are in
daily use in clerical work for business firms
or private* corporations. The other tests of
this class of examinations, such as the sub-
jects of letter writing and copying, are de-
signed to be practical and businesslike, and
are intended to determine your real capacity
for clerical “work rather than your mere
scholastic acquirements. You will find it will
be of assistance to y#u to study carefully
the rules for marking the different subjects
of the examination. These are published in
the ““Manual of Examinations’ already men-
tioned. By nroting the classes of errors for
which specific charges are made under this
system of marking you will be able to avoid
many of them.

Taking an Examination.

On the day of the examination you should,
if possible, arrive early at the rooms where
the examination js held, in order to avold
any feeling of nervousness or discomfort from
a sense of being hurried. If possible, get a
good night's rest before the  examination.
This is much more important than to spend
the time in an endeavor to study or make
special preparation for the examination at
that late preparation for the examination
at that late date. Having entered upon the
examination carefully plan the disposition of
your time so as_to give sufficient time to
the more important subjects. As a rule,
ample time is allowed in all of the commis-
sion's examinations for the average competi-
tor to complete his work without being espe-
cially hurried.

If you are examined in the same room or
at the same tables with other competitors
it is very important that you secure the ab-
solute integrity of your own work. In order
to do this you should use every possible
means to prevent any fellow competitors from
observing your work or obtaining any infor-
mation from your sheets, and it is needless
to say you should be equally careful in not
attempting to secure assistance from others.
It not infrequently occurs that the examina-
tion papers of competitors are canceled, and
they are barred from future examinations,
because of failure to observe these require-
ments.

On receiving the examination sheets read
fully all the instructions whichs are printed
on them for your information. You will thus
be enabled to proceed much more intelligent-
ly with your work and will not feel disposed
to make any inquiries of the examiner in
charge. Be sure that all the examination
sheets belonging to vour examination are is-
sued to you, and that you have completed
them to the best of your ability before turn-
ing them over to the examiner. And, final-
ly, having completed your work, do not be-
come' impatient if you do not promptly re-
ceive a notice of your averages. It fre-
quently oc>urs that because of its limited
force of examiners the work of the commis-
sion is from two to four meonths in arrears,
and the neals of the service rather than the

gard to the requirements of civil service ex-
aminations, or. to have his examination pa-
pers properly rated and certified.

This impression, which {s entirely false and !
unfounded, the commisison has sought to |
overcome on every occasion.  Absolute im- |
partiality and justice to all aré the funda-
mental requirements of the civil service act
and rules, and every citizen, no matter how
humble his station, is entitled to eyéry right
and privilege which may be accorded to the
most prominent and influential. This fact
makes the eivil service system absolutely
«democratic in every essential and not aris-
tocratic, as some of its enemies have claimed.
it throws open wide to every American eiti-
zen the doors of opportunity and says: ‘“‘He
who shall best demonstrate his fitness to
serve his country in a civil capacity shall be
appointed to public office and shall- be re-
tained so long as he renders faithful’ and
efficient service.” o TR >
How to Get Preliminary lﬁ(or-q_&l\o
* The first step, then, in taking a civil serv-
ice @xamination is not to seek the dssist-
ance of your member of congress or your
sénator or ‘any other' presumably influential
person to put you on a proper footing with
the clvil service commission, but to communi-
cate directly with the commigsion -at Wash-
ington or with any of its recognized “agen-
cles, its local boards of examiners in every
free-delivery postoffice, custom ‘house, mint
and assay office, subtreasury, etc., and state
clearly and conecisely just what' you want td
know, and you will secure a prompt re-
 sponse.  If you desire to enter'the service
of the local postoffice, custom house or other
local branch of the government in the city
or town in which you reside, you should make
inquiries' of the appropriate local board al-

then he knew nothing of the mistake made by
a careless clerk. He only took a quick step
toward her, as if the note had never been
written. .

. And Mrs. Harrison Webster considerately
turnied aside to, Write at the foot of the sec.

Ary’s  letters next lecture before
m M'w:i; take up Marié An-
i decorations,

you have so much
ence with ¥

prevented in that ’wu._ and that, perhaps,

‘something.

with: special studies in}the

ready mentioned for" ry informa=
tion.as to the scope, character and dates of
examinations, application forms, ete. If,
however, you seek information in.relation to
the departmental service in Washington or
the railway mail, government ;jprinting, In-
dian or other important tnuche:’dﬂnw:;
ice not local, you should make :inquiry o

3 vice commission -at
D. C. A printed “Manual of Examinatious,

T r
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personal desires of the competitors determine
the order in which the examination shall be
rated. You may feel assured, however, that
your papers will be pated just as promptly as
it is possible for the commission to do so,
and that just as soon as they are completed
you will be adyised of your ratings, whether
you have passed or failed to pass.

How Appointments Are Made.

Having passed an examination, and your
pame being ertered upon a register of eligi-
bles, the commission can do nothing either to
basten or retard an appointment. The pros-
pects for appointment are determined entirely
by the needs of the public service. When
a vacancy osccurs, which is to be filled from
a given regisier of eligibles, it becomes the
duty of the commission to certify to the
appointing officer the names of the three
persons on such register who have attained
the highest average ratings. The choice of

e appointing officer is not, however, con-
Mined to the highest of these three, but he
may in his discretion select any one of them
for the vacancy. The remaining two names
are in such cases entitled to further certifica-
tion and may be subsequently selected for
appointment. It is useless to ffhagine tha
political or personal influence will contribute
to an eayly appointment so far as the work
of the commission is concerned. No request
from whatever source will secure the certifi-
cation, of a rame out of its order or induce
the commission to medify in any way 1its
regulations relative to the certification and
selection of appointees. ~

Shade of St. Patrick, Think of Tt

Boston Globe. :
Sir Thomas Lipton announces that the new

Shamrock will be painted a brilliant

and that the paint has been specially red

trom France.. Couldn’t he find an appropriate

“hade in Dublin?

'!ﬂn,fnll_-'lnd mlow information r*c

important examinations, is furnished on re- E
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